Dear Psarl, 1/ 20/73

liy 1ife thase days omters are two thingst teling 41 to and from her partetime work
and The Watergate. I can't keep up with the latter, not the way I should, even after
abandoning most other activities. So, that I make immediate response, or at least begin
it in the few minutes before the broadcast of today's hearings, please take as a tolen of
affection, concern and a desire to be helpful,

141 read your letter of the 16h to me as I drove her from the post office to her
office, after which I did our grocery shopping and mtored it (no chauvenist pigs because
Whilo the broadcast is on I'Ll put the laudry eway, too.)

There .re some things I canaldvess in these few minutes without rereading your letter,
Emotional problems are one. Firat, wderstand we we live with an oversupply, and they are
not the byproduct of the work for which I am lnown but the consequences of the ruin of
ourfamm and famming by military helicopters. Strange but true. If there is one paramount
consideration in coping with emotional problems it is to cope, to contend, to work at
ones work, to be, somhov and in some way, productive. Your unegsiness the first night
you were here signalled some., The cause bocame apparent as we talked, the famdly problems.
It also became apparent and very soan, that you rospond to.armth:nd welcome, and with this
you bocame first your naturalsolfand then showed no sign of the troubles you have,

Fromthiathoamatmra!uinkinmtellsmﬂmtam&erpartafthainﬂmcesof
such problems youcan escape,nd I mean this in the non~evasive senses Not just forget
Jxk temporarily but overcome. . .

In doing this independence is necessarys Iodon ¢ mean none-male associations, ut I
mean standing on your own feet, financially in particularly. Or, a jobe So, you've go
the beginning, If you continue writing, you'll get & kind of meanigful fulfillment from
that, become moxe af a whole permon ageine And while your former husband is out of aight
and the kids are not imwediately a reaponsibility, this is your tiue.

Were it not for the need for independence and the need to be productive for yourself,
1'd renew the invitation to come here because I sure could use the kind of help you can
glve, but you must look out for your own interests firste And with the theft ol your
work, it i3 possible that L.A. is for Bhe pregent the best-spot. Later I'll come bacik to
this. If you like New York, plan to go there. Ifindtheplacemhmananddehwmnizing.
But I'm not a New Yorkers. How.ver, I do believe standing on your own feet is presently
more important to you than any other canajderation,

Strisomd the clip I've not read on the reda subverting us with herein: Both I
repeet are very bad medioina, The headline tells me I saw the atoxy locally a while back,
It 1s & apook/revanchis$ politics fake. I repeat with blunt simplificationas People have
minnermnustm.asaadommmmmta. ofwlﬁ.chtho(!ldmseiaam‘imemplc.
It is in nowmy an abandomment of principle for them to now be dealing with us, so when it
became posxible because of Nixon's need, they deale Heroin is something of which they
are utterly incapables The blunt parallel is people and their smexual capabilities. There
mmmanwmm.mmtmmmm.thmm.Imqum
of the past who are thisway. Others are conpletely, both emotionally and physically,
incapable of a hetervaexual relatfonship. Yerhaps you know tiise It is different with
wonen, Inmymcentwork.mIm’vdlthO.Ileamadfo the first time that
an appreciable peroentage of whores are really leshdans. These are also the most succesaful
whores, Sg, totakethempleofthsgummemalelmmal, this is a kind of parallel
with the canard that the ved Chinese are pushing heroin, 1% isy for them, an impossibility,

UhyﬂtnsobeepepmhmglhiafabIdmtlmwbutIdohm.:l.ntheamseofas
much gertainty as onedn have, that when he ¢Bes, ny association with him is bade That
simple. Ur, 1f you wille over-aimple, I didn ¢ know hews behind that Wo Shu-jen testimony,

That he made it to the Senate Internal Security bommtttee is & most dubdous thing
in itself, if you know thm.tndirﬂtunhaawmohomnacﬁon, then there has to be
much more doubt about him. I wish you aould take this on faith if no other baais because
if am positive and I dongt want you hurt,

Jreak for anotherm Strimo, Robert Mardian, :

¥ the way, can you wooumend & good or more than one good Mexdco City reporter who
could’ do some chacking there? Would your Velasquez give a private rundown on Oarrio
Daguerre? It oould be important.



b

Ggaxrio D agnini through his son he denied having gotten or issued checks. t+ seems
o me that if truthful, this involves Mexican crime, henoe ab least the posaibility of
Hexican investigations If 4t tums out that the son spoke less than the truth, we have
new dirvections in which to eeek truthe I bave my own suspiclons, but no proofs

Strieo ogain? The obvious dmport is that he is part of an enti~Chinase (red)
operation of some kind, Aside from the hazerd of any such association in general, for one
who is without political experience like you it is greater. Hoed me.

Highly=recommended lawyers: one with an international reputation allowed the statute
of limitations to mm mgainst I41%s and my interest. A law stodent knows bettere Barliex
I alome stopped thda runnings 5o, reputation mesns litile, Interest and performance doe

From what you told me earlder, I'd say the Ramparte- desl is not axactly a
sale, mﬂ,ohmyormaynotmakealegaldﬂferen&. But if there was no deal involving

s with e percentege, vhat is there to levy egainst? And 4f Ramparts is to gety Bay
1@ and you oan hope for a porcentage of that, what the hell is there left?

If your lawyer has any compromising connection with Columbin Pdotures, you do
necd another, sxeept for the workdng oub of a compromise acceptable to you. If that is
o be Gone, 3 must be done iyyedimtely or you'll be shafted regardilesa of what bappens.

I the soreen writer is & client of his, they his conflict is irreconcilable. Howover,
if he hes told the screen writer and that writer proceeds, your prospects are much betiex
. if and vwhen, with anothor lawyer, you do proceeds Esps io sald writer does not check with
you. Don't you take the initiative with him,

I am aware of the problems of the impoverished litigani, being one. But I have
also lcamed that o suit with e lawyer who will do nothing is worse than none at alle
Shougl mam.f ‘Trys If you have a case, the percentage can yicld h lawyer more than ks
us (=19

You arc right to divorce yourself inwx any sult from Striso, who probably has nothing
to begin with save what he got from others, Bemides, he is dangerous. as a co-litigant
and potentially as a vitness.

Fengterwald would not touch this and if he did would be a disaster. Striso has mno
such thing as en ™n", Bud is representing ne nov in e simple sui$ end if there 1s any -
thing that ean be dene to mess it up that he hasn t, I haven't been able to concelve it.
Begides, he is in Vachington, and the major suit is in L4, the minor in NIC, Jo much
for Striso's judgement, too. , :

Mayer at Avon is as unconscionable as snyone in an uyterly uneconsoionable business.
Howevere he pays well, end if he has a concept that doesn ¢ prosent integrity problems,
try it out. You should understand that two books dealing with the same subject are not
unueual, not is similar treatment. Often the seoond does betier than the first, which
sometimes does Jittle more than provoke intereats Y#ur telling it the way it happened in
first person, with a proper perspective on the escape, is not the same as the thefi anyway.
What bappened to Vidal can be part of the Mayer concepte The existing bock is a bogbe
Therc is little prospect of & reprint, not, at least, unless the movie is a successe S0,
Haye®s would be an original for the mass markete His view is sensible. '

Jayer will sue for & booke Avon tried to get me to file an injunction against a
book they were bringing out before it come outs I had a leght sult but wouldn't file
it. Mayer correctly estiuated that even bad publicity would sell his books Soy if he
does your book, you uay have an ally, by no means suree But he'd have an intereste

1 see nothing wrong with "she comes up 1ike the vrigin Hary" as relating to Irma,
the whore (for the role she has the perfect name!) Decency is in the mind and heart, not
the body. Long ago I suggested treating her like a decent human. Is there souething
wrong with tids? Io there doubt that she had mome genuine feelding for Joel? Or has she
not for her kids? (Is he helping with them, by the way?)

If you do the Vidal sequel, what hap.ens to that of which it is sequel?

Hope tiis may be helpful. Good luol and right decisions. I'm back to the grind,




10380 Wilshire Blvd
Los Angeles, Cal. 90024
July 16, 1973

Dear Harold,

Good hearing from you . And don't want to renew our

long standirg disagreement Wit look what I saw in the

Paper the other day. The original source to me of this

was Sirisc, and if it makes matters worse, he IS the one
who 140l1d me Garrison would be in Washington - and added

Lo this, at the time I Wwas working for Ramparts and Striso's
ms, got distrihvuted, Garrison was one of the recipients

and remarked that much of 114 really cheocked ocut.

I don't understand the legal machinations of my case hardly
at all. I checked with a friend's son who 18 a lawyer and
wWho highly recommended mine and who agreed with him, too.
Said that if Ramparts sold the flles with a percentage of
the ensuing book and picture I could collect a percdntage

of that. I am not clear on my lawyer's approach to Columbia
Pictures, but I 40 know he would prefer not to sue them.

I think they are or have been & client of his, I don't know.
I do know he's been trying to get me to work as a comsultant
on the movie so he doesn't have to sue them and I know it
all sounds fishy, but the truth is, it's purely coincidence
that the screen writer is a client of his, And the other
truth is, I'm in no position to be choosy, since I haven't
money 1o lay out to sue and he's willing to do it. HKe can
back out, but he hasn't., In fact, at the moment he's busy
reading the btook when he can., And - Striso has offered to
Join forces with me because he thinks jointly we stand a
better chance! I politely told him my lawyer only wants to
represent me. Striso saye he has an in to Fensterwald whom

he will try to get to represent him in a law sult. @od,
what a mess, -

Meanwhile, back at the typewriter, you've inspired confidence
in this fading 1ily, and I'm writing a first chaptdr which I
shall submit to Peter Mayer of Avon Who told me last December
t0 40 it « only he waen't interested in it from my point of
view, Wanted the story the way it happened which would have
made no sense since a book was already on the way. It mentions
Irma's plight in jall by the way (she comes up like virgin mary!) -
but I have another angle., What happened to Vidal! I still can
tell it from first perso n woman reporter as you suggested «
and thanks for the push. I have BoO many family probleme I've
lost sight of the fact I'm supposed to be & writer, Some day

will tell you. It's easy to lose your perspective and get lost
in insulting mundane nusances.,

I really don't like L. A, and will hang around until the end
Of the year because other than the law suit I've connected With
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a producer who 18 looking over a science«fiction short story

I did - and it occurs to me the Kaplan movie could have &
sequel on what happened to Vidal which I shall present to him
soon, While I'm here I might at least try. That alone 18

e satisfaction. Maybe it sounds mad, but I would like to live
in New York if there is no reason to stay here, I need the
gtimulation - btad and good. The worst thing that can happen
to me 18 peace and quiet e it's like being dead and knowing it}

Keep in touch and best of luck with your pro jects,

Best to you and Ii1l.
/f\
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