12/6/72

Dear Pearl, . .
Your letter of the 28th cane todays You'd been on ny mind letely because of the

long silence.

You arc finelly beginning to put it all vogether, as the kids saye

Yes, it could meke sense with another country subsiitkted for Chinz, &nd one close
to it wo

There are two things you say in it for the first time that could be relevant and
are limdting.tJoel's placing the time of his mecting Vidal at about 1950 and his 1953
vigit to Taiwane .

With no independent knowledge, I can buy the narcotics engles, separated from whe¥
you weze off on, the countries impossible because of their principlese

How, in the 19503 period, the SEhsia narcotica business was in its infancy as
regards the Unbted States and in large quantities. I am no expert in these matters, but
based on my lirdted knowledge, I d say the major US sources then &M Werc near Dast
viaii'~ance, When there was intrusion, or competition, new channels were set Ups Lhis
at time involved “exico as a rofite or way station. The French connection was direct
and largely through Canada. The Hexican con:ection continued for soue tiue and 1 believe
was active at the time of Joel's arrcats Together with eliminating China, I think we can
eliminate India as & source. ‘4 recoliection is that while the Pekistanis were in it,
their stuff came through other countries, production in Pakistan, refining in SBEhsia.

I think for your purposes, you can also eliminate rakistan.

This leaves, aside fron Taiwan, only what used to be French Indo-China, and that
fits. It served intelligence interests for its hired hands to be unmolesbed, indecd,
helped, in this rotten business, and the CIi helped many of the S.4sia horse traders,
who wore also doing its biddinge In recent months this has been well documenteds i've
referred you to standard, publioc sources.

In upper Thailand this also involved “hiang remmsnsmis who are still there and have
always been in horse.

EOMg along with this I think you should keep Striso iu mind, his admit ed anti~
Com.unis:ii, his claimea “hinese comnections, his allegations of CIi conuections, and
211 the rubbish he piled in your mind all pointing the oprosite of the correct uay.

You should be asking yourself why. 4nd being careful! Not just Strisc.The others who
gave you the same pushes in the wrong directione As you think of these things, please
try to keep in mind that they obviously figured you for uninformed or had typicel uale
superlority attitudes about women's intelligence. Either may help you figure nore.

Joel as part of this rotten trade can make sense, as 1t can make sense of the pinning
of the bum rap on him,of the Vidal disappearance, of all of it. That uay or uay not nean
CLi, :nd I cocourage you to consider both possibilities, bein; severe with your owm
thinking on ita having a dircct involvement in the heroin sales other than as carrier
in SBasia or through ngtive deslers. I really don8%t think it would wants its U5 citizens
mixed up in this rotten stuff, ask yourself also if pretenses of intelligence involve-
ment don't aldo meke a pretty good cover, 4s I recall some of the things you've told me
or shown, there are others that are not reasonable, such as shipping rifles to Castro.

He had no such need, BEspecially not at a premium, without which there is no smug ling profit,
1'm making some pretty broad hints, but for the rest, do you own thinking to decide whether
or not these su yestions are reaconsble.

Once your ideas take form, you might want to try them out on old men Velasquez, who
Inows much, incluaing wvhat he has not told you. '

The name Bobiglk means nothing, but that is not true of Lobicht. Can t remember how,
but Hew Orleans pops into wmy head. ~

If Joel were really the romantic type, in 1950 he could well huve been in Vietnam
or thereabouts clandestinely, for the then-new CIa, which began with the policy now familiar,
You should understand that this was everybody's poliecy, including the military and the
diplonats'e It was crazy. it included ilo Chi sinh, who had been friendly ‘o the US, lao
and Chou, who wanted to be, etee 4nd 1 think the, first major activity was in Laos, aside
from the Dulles/lixon line for the entire area. enerber, Allan was CIA head when John was
Secretary of ttate and Yonn was active there before he was Becretary oi State.l:ie lastthing
that happened in horea before hostilities began was John's going theres

e et TR A A B L 2 S




For a general bvackground, you might want to reacthe Laos chapter of Roas éEise's
Tre dnvimible uove:mment. There you will learn that when JFK's policy changes, nobody
else's did and his was frustrated, Which means the others were set on their way,

sside frou Ame ican 8ppoks, what always follows imerican aggressioh or military
activity, which cver way you look at it, is smerican money, carpet~basers and wheeler—
dealers or various kinds. 1950 was Truman time. I think this would tend to lirit the
places in the ordent Kaplan and Vidal could have bet, .side fron relatively open Japan,
the nost likely places are Zaiwan, Korea and ‘hisland., Laos would not have been inpose

sible, but it would have becn rore difiicult and less promising without official connection,

Saigon, of course, was not impossible under the ‘rench, You kunow hore than 1 sbout the
relevant things, so I can't make any better sug.estions on where they could have met,
The TIuftmenschen do flye

You say "might see you next month", liope so. I presume this means this month, for
it is more than a week since you wrote. Plan to stay long enough to talk lots of things
over, including if you decide then nakding sone tapes of some of your other pronerties
wherel think you do betier withan (appreciative) audience, like what might be Cortez
Never Had It So “ood!

rresune 1f you come you'll be in lew York, Please accept a strong caution on
Jerry, who is 9J<1n to those you call the Ramparts thieves. Believe me rather than be
50rrye. And don t mention his name to 111, who still locks for walls to climb over the
things he really did. It has- only been two wecks since somcone else retrieved some of
my pictures he clipued withlut telling me and held after he said he held nothing. If
we had not neoded them for court, we'd never jave known he had then.

If you do come, please try to give me an approximat: schedule 80 I can save you
part of the trip by picking you up in Baltimore or Washingtons If 1 know in time I can
schedule work to coincide with your getting to either place » 8ave you the fare and the
vines I'd rathir do this thankake the extra trip, for the car has kore than 100,000
riles on i%, we can't replace it, and are so hard pressed even the slight operating and
paridng costs are burdensone,

We do look forward to seeing you.

Lest,
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Dear Harold,

Please excuse long delay in writing - I'
busy as hell, tell you another time - however,
nothing truly important, Just earning a living.

Re China: I'm convinced, I'm convinced.

1f you substitute the country China with another
country - would it make sense? Reason is based

on very concrete information I got from Joel

end a lawyer I talked to here from NY who was
supposedly a friend of Joel's, He told me Joel's
passport was stamped on entry into Taiwan about
1953, I told Joel about i1t who seemed very upset
this lawyer (Edward Bobick of NYC described as

the biggest milker of the Kaplan cow - yet from
recent evidence I see he and Joel are still friends)
gave me such information. Joel said he was going

to go but changed his mind, When I relayed this
message to Bobick he said funny Joel denied going
wWhen his passport shows he entered. What runs
through my mind besWiips narcotic smuggling, is the
fact Joel has never revealed (fm even to the Ramparts
thieves) how and where he met Vidal, The key could
be in the Far East -~ Joel told me it was around 1950,
He makes a point of not talking about it, especially

where., What do you make of 1t?

I'm not at home so can't return your clippings but
Will 1n a day or two. Thanke for putting up with
all the trouble you've had with me! « but still,
something happened out there at least near China!

Might see you next month,
Best to you and Lil,

Alpes 966

Mexico 10, D. F.
Nov. 28. 1972
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