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Bear ?eal„ 

]here is no big adventage to tin 'irag of Takino bil to oork early n.m.n coot fetching 
her evenings: I get the mail at the post °Moo ant the:' o is no aadod intorruption of ny 
work whiten, when i='m writing, uoualey bet is a at 5 a.m.; ac the wait provideo time I 
dould o.he wioo not have for reuoino, 1.,Initing for her List nieht wao 2 hrs! 

Now for the ?c in urlet 24, which deals with areas in ohich 1 have consic4_-roble doubt: 

I don't knoe the statute of limitations. I'll be in DC in the a.m. ane if I hove time 
will try and find out for yo.. The chief pue-pooe he an ortho. consultation to see if tee 
left thueb will require oorgery. -i:has I can't prodiet the hind of day in will be. 11(77:rover, 
yoe can fine thin out by a phone cell to the UST,Imb. If nobody oleo can toll you, ask for 
the "legelattoche", which mans the FBI ogent in ronidence. Fast io we have a rather large 
staff en drug people there and they' )erie litele roluotance eulling the plug 0 n the CIA, 

with which hoover hao hada feud for over a year. NOT encourageornt to tell than what 
you seem to suspect and 1 don't. 

" to "prove" that someone is "allowing the syndicates ...to oporaro" you have to know 
that whoever it is ha the etlidence to get a conviction in open coort. A different end 
I thioOk oounde approach is who has not intercered with their operations, who has not 
ectLen the evidence to end them? TWO areas: organise crime: Dept. Justice and 194 end 
drugs, Buroau Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs, also undrt4  B.J. But, formerly under Treasury. 
As I remember the story, Robert Kennedy had great trouble gettino hoover to eovo aoninet 
they 	and nothing, really, has yet been done.yer years Hoover percistod in the fiction 
that there wao no s. oh thing ar orgenieoe crime. This is an even in ohich I an net eoport. 
Pa re are nany crouoa, from what hoar, end they ern cel!ed "eamilies". So, whet yen 
really to)klag about ano would drive the Readers'Digest up the well in the brecskdows in 
laweenforcoment activities while oover was chasing his red chimers. They think he io great. 
But he has run tkr FBI all its life. 

3. I don't think you ozai prove "CIA and/or government involveoent" within the U.S. 
I tioink the fact ci CIa's activity in the east is not now. j't has often been resorted, 
even the use of CIa piano by SW gonorala in the tredo. - iut I doubt there is any Cie 
domoetic activity of this sort. 

4. :Illy doesn't anyone iltop the syndicate? Lock 0'7 desire, fears, payoffs (oolitical 
contributions) and infrequently someone,  does, but never anyone big. The last thing I 
think sixes or Chou would have motioned is opium. I can believe that having had it forced 
OA Sinus by war by thu bigenooeu white barbarians the (Mines° ony have had a part is the 
supaying of what corrupted so many US soldiere in SEksia, although they were not neceneary 
as a source, it being p,ontiful whore our "friends" could profit, like the Thai dectatOrs, 
ae a tenveel thing it is ugainot their principleo, and i;hoy are roe], strong for principlo. 
Striaghtlaced an hell. 1hua,while I'vo often heard the story you tell of a smia 
thing oith Castro, I doubt it. Too much risk when easier channels wore available. I think 
this in a kiad of witch, for there is floe abondant evidence that 500113 of the families are 
farm:Le; outs or subcontoacting to the more daring of the largely crimenn1 element of former 
Batista I.Jople who cot here. Increasingly one finds Cuban name among those arocetod for 
drug stuff. Recently ol saw a story of a Paraguayan contlabendista pinked up for it at Riami. 
But Cuba has been under Tight obsorvation for some years, 	gettino.  thieos out of there 

hsooder than anywhere elae. So, why run the risk' I don't t see it and I think it io oleo 
aoainet what to him is ormaciplo. II would oll0000t you have ouestiona about the tAYAMC of 

of this stuff. eemomber tbo 'department of Diainforma'tione 
Wheo you talk of Cuban blook-merket money, shat hind? Carotro chanced all bin uorroncy 

over to oet control of the fortunes. Batista money is velueleso. ofore he did thio, "astro 
sould lots of the old,money at a oiocount to the leXioon sad oeekaing intereste still there, 
reelly screwed them. o, what black market money? 	dubioue. 

So, going bank to the begin.ing, I suopect Val. is not; kidding you. Ana, cocoot for 
(trio adventure, given tin loA: he booan with, why should Joel run this great risk? dvcri 



Co2potitor3 Chen 'hadwyz. cf hurtinhira, ottinf him 
'hat you ouspect may be the truth. Li me merely lookin6 at the otik..:r 	Druz! hot copy today, as you &lows  Bytin the route yea say K igsvo you, explain t uo olw, it 

should hay., to run the eNt.T.D rislc. an thou hzwu tha otrs. trotdil 
i..o.Lic.0 to 1:133.) 	wa.;•, eswciall7 then, SO 1atch on,.ier tot,,vt. it into -;;;;1,. 

DiOtatOr7, ;et 1012 Uly ways, all icror:kod, but they also du not run no-. 
30 Vii77.1y :()',.I.reeS, I .'..ioubt he'd runs any 7.Leneces:,a.r.y.rLik 	 If ho did, it vould have ben well aaoked, not tremble to - inn. Vidal Sr. was on2.y coo of Trujilio's lob:Jyists 	„,iar:hini.-ton. 1 n.sr,7 too who were lawyers, 

ha:, 	 wantod to hart any 	his 1.I.vorite aesas;In ao one '''oh.:ny Abbas. Almost got caught in London. I've heard of none o his. hits not politiGal., but that need mean nothinrz„ -L_ hoard Johnny to now aeac',.. Johnny wao a pro. Older 
couLi be a good source on this. Dal: the weakness is, as I rsciali, thAt d waz;  dead 1.).:'orf..; 17„ If you ever get to Santo Domingo look up a colonel under Witsflu his foaco uiLtary at.•;ache in iiachingtoa, Samuel Fernando Castillo, known as Lando, ma.rri,:d to T's aei.L.u or dauzht.....r, 

over She us she was also a pate. If you see bin, id.o the rascal ooudli i 	ithsometbing nice for J. for the cp18.W 110 owed. roe when ho left.! 'feta a fun 61.y, a playboy, but -Atli a ga-Jd head and. trusted with delicate mission, I am 6uro,0 by our govornmnt, 	by 
that with which his absences from IC coincided. 

Howevr, if Joel bad. either involvement or 1a ledge, the syalicates could ;lay.: put up tho 	to keep Joel hidden in jail. That would not acoount for his refues.1 to talk about it btu; it would account for his ap,.r.rent fear of Lalking about some thins. In 
whatever he was doini;, ereel nay have stumblee onto uomethini.;, and hi:•3 eon otctioa oltit .?oruJa:imag.'x this conjectura not unreasonable.13114- 	07.3: ti1C-30 OUtfit3 1:10ant to kill Vi(lal, they'd nos:: love stop.)en with a heating. They are pros at that, too. 

Lt' rou ,:.;;re looking for a CI.V15S connection, I'd be Dot*: 	to em.pect it on a 
Quid crc quo baAs, their world :4; 	echo that 'work for them, tittinu -fof tat. Clu.%)esing 

in the open record of the wartime past. 
:::ut :hat to doidithout tnue to 	t'uL.1 i:a:ch. thou.: 	two improbable nniaEdz 

sug,.;cst4ons: the .US ,93vernmcnt is at least acting 	it want;:-  o stop unoufli of wJ.o. They have a hmtry operation in Nexieo..L'e-11-11, you con 	a lean on a con.:.ornoc.' one throul ooie reporter or otho oonree. Tin necioroi is les:5 likely, an honest 	coi; 
in this fil.dd. Lost of the - .'or.k of which I know (leas with grass. But if you get anyi.:aing 
on horse, it coll.: interest no for farout reasons. Oae of th,:: pokIsiblo lane to local f.d.rx raii-lfht b a la.iyer who deals with cheis, Oho 	repreantin6 thoi-ce involved, unless you oould. Iiotiiiguish be-ioloon oompctitoro and get one vile midi:, have an 	trest in L:t;Tx.:1-1-4.i.; 'jou the way .ac-.1 would like you to go. 

hia is a .alien storedaa;serolus thfuig than fooling d. th en intolliZonoc  link eer so. 
Careful. Pretty hone bn3alc just as easi-1,,T.3".f they hay.) any decent free clinics down . jicre t  you :1(_,:ht find a ktiowlecte.bl: source who trouts ilcti_ms. It is not necessary ',I:1.th any to disclose annthiag store than thnt you,,ara wri.1-4.n.3.  a story, and. I woulun". iitii this I dont :: coo by you can't walk into the Qobasey and auk their p.r. non or others. Wu Bar;; a big thing 3oinc; now about doing sourthini; about tiro6.s, aid they ju:it, 	 to be hulpi'ttl. know tasy can toll you the foth)ral eta.tuto of limitations. iat if I can loam it by a question, not an invta3tigation, 	wJtich. I won't have tine, I'll,writo you. tomorrow night. 

Good luck and. GOOD h ALYII„ Oare, dear girl, CARE. 



Alpes 966 
Mexico, 10,DF 

Incidentally, ',lel. steers me 
t.'rti tea. * frow, 	 7f.d7.1a 6.0%'1.0,e 
I t 	 :hie 
ca 	.10:jel; enly eakee ee thSn:k 
so Even more. 

ar Harold: 

Feb. 24, 1972 

Been running thru all the old newspaper clippings re the Kaplan 
case, plus Velasque7. Ie lettfeg me see %hat, f'.1, he is letting 
me see. There used to be 14,000 pages - there are some 5,000 
now. Nevertheless I have found info which bears out things I 
opy "heard" -nothing really important, though, but which will 
enable me to hand in the Reader's Digest piece with an accurate 
source. What appears to be most outstanding about this whole 
case is cocaine. Peru, the largest growers of coca in the world is mentioned often in many places. Kaplan made a trip there a 
week after Vidal's disappearance. Kaplan's passport is said to 
have many entry visas to Peru. He always said he a business, in 
Peru. Taking that into consideration, the route as Kaplan explained 
to me is Peru, Mexico, Cuba, the U. $., and perhaps some stops 
along the way like Santo Domingo (Truji114. Kaplan often said 
this is why these dictators get so rich. Sugar diplomacy is 
drugdiplomacy evidentally. Vidal, Sr. was Trujillo's lobbyist 
in the sugar business in Wash. 	It is reported Trujillo owed 
Vidal, Sr. one million dollars when he was killed in May of 1961. -
Maybe Vidal Jr. had to disappear because his life was threatened 
if papa somehow knew how to colleet, Cocci e, or drugs in general 
also was suggested to me by Ezra, Joel's bWther who said 63,7: 't 
ever occur to you that IL's the syndleetes -tha: are keepirg Joel 
in jell :nl net my ue:le? Turner, please excuse the expression, 
after reading many of my notes year ago eeme to the eerclu-ion 
the freelance .arced .: trafiekeeg of Vidal ViabOt pleasing the 
syndicates at all and it was, they who beat bAm aa a warning, or• 
perhale2, meant to kill him. Vidal never 3denelf'ed his a.e-e:liee. 
Joel maintained he used to know a lot about the syndicates but it, 
had teen years sires he wes ni 	However, when I once mentioned 
they Light heve dons Vidal In, he actually turned his back to me 
and could not control a rather violent shudder than ran up and down 
his spine. If this is the largest and most involved aspect of the case,. it could really exp]aln rn, 3r things. The implication that it would affect people high in the Am. Govt. since who allows these 
syndicates to operate anywey. I have been told the CIA even gets a cut for allowing them to operate* Kaplan might snow elee1_,t 	I:. 
0e, what I would ellreeIete knowing Is 1: Is there a statute of 
limitations about being prosecuted for drug trafiking? (This could explain why Kapin appeared to be reluctant to leave prison at -3ret). 2. How can I prel/e who is allowing the syndicates, I hear there are 
many of them, to operate. 3. How can I prove CIA and/or gov,.rnment involvement * 24.* 	 it no f:'.: stops thf4'- yedicates, who runs the government anyway - and was Bob Kennedy going to go after the s'rdi :etee. You kefw k 'or) fldf t t snrpoise me in the least if Nixon was making opium deals in China', I found info to, the effect Castro needed Am. dollars 'badly after h3 breks with 1,:ie 	and traded sugar for drugs with China, which he converted into dollars. By the way Cuban black market money is involved in this, too. Would 
appreicate whatever you can offer as quickly a~srpgsaihly. I'm of a RD deadllne . hove to .1,01. 611(1 hilt and thank 


