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Jear real,

Yhere is ono big advaatage to the dreng of taldng W1 o vors sarly 2.0 ond fotching
her evonings: I get the mail at the nost office anl ther: 13 no added interruption of
worlk whoch, woen f'nm owriting, wonelly begin s ot 5 g.mes zad the weld nrovidas ime T
dould gche wise net have for rewdng, Waiting for her last aisht was 2 hrs!

Y

b 1

Gow for the Yo in urlet 24, which denls with areas in uwhich I hove congid~rable doubts

I don't knov the statute of limitations, 1711 be in ¥ in the adme and is L hove time
wilt $ey and £ind out for you. The chief muepose bs an ortha. conmsuiiation 4o ser if ire
1of% thush will require snrgery. “hus I con' nrediet the kind of day it will Dbe,. lovew
Jou can fing this out by & phone eall to the USRimb. JT nobody slme can toll yvou, ask for
the "legol pttache", which ncena the FBI sgent in residence. Past in we have s pather lurga
staly od drug people there and they's have lit:le roluctance walling She olur o n the GIA,

wich unich Hoover has hul a feud for over a year. HOT encourngeneont to tell the what
You secm to sucpect and I don't, '

" %o "prove" that someone is "allowing the syndicates ...to operars™ you have to luiow
that whoever it is ha: the eWidence to get a ecnviction in open court. A different ead
I thjck sounde - aporoach is who has not interBered with their operations, who has not
gotten the evidence to end them? Two areass orgendzad orime: Dept. Justice and ¥8I; »nd
Grugs, Burcau Wercoties and Dengerous Drugs, also undet DJ. But, formerly under Treasury,
Ae I rememler the story, Hobert Xennody hed sreat trouble getiing Hoover to nove asninst
theidlafia, and nothing, really, has yet been done, Bor peare Hoover percisted in the flotion
that ther: was no s ch tning ac orgenigod ovime, fhis i an ares iu which I o ant e b

Th ve are mony groups, from what * hesr, snd tisy fre enlled "Pamilies®, So, Wwist you -Te

really talldng about ane would drive the Readera'Digest up the wall is the broakdowm in
laweenioresment activities while do.ver was chasing his ved ehi They thial he i- sveat.
But he has run the FBI ali its life. - )

3o I don't thiniz you can prove "CIA and/or govermment invelverent® within tho U.d.
I thiik the fact of CIatas mebivity in the east is not news “t has often been repurhed
even {he uge of (la planes by SVIl gonurals iu the Heade, But I doubt there is any OLhL
coestic activity of this sort, .

4o Wby docan't anyone stop the syndicate? Lack of desirn, fears, pavoffs (politieal
contributions) and infrequontly souconc dong, but never anyon. big, The lant thing I
thiuic siixoc or Chouw would have mentioned 1s oviume I can believe that having had 1% foroed
0l Limin by war by the bigenosed white bvarbarisng the Chinese way have had o parhk in the
sup Ay ol whas corrupted so many US soldiers in SHisis, althoush they were not neceasavy
83 & source, it Loing p,entiful where our "friends” eoudd ovofitw, Lile the Thai dictators,
as o general thing iv ig against their principles, and thoy are resl atrong for brinciplo,
Siraggntleced as hells Yhus, wiile i've often hears the story you tell of a msek airdls
thinyg with Vastro, I doubt ite Yoo mueh risk vhen eamicr channcls were aveil 2blo, I thrink
tals is & ind of switch, ror there is nou abundant evidence thst soms of +ho farilies are
farming oud or subcontsacting to the more daring of tlhe larzely criminal elemont of tormer

tluta people who got here. Incressingly one finds Cuban namea among those arrcnted for
Grug stulls Zecently I saw a story of a Parasuayan contoabendista picked up for it at Hiamd,
Bui Cube has been wnder vight observation for some Yozyu, and peiting things ous of there
is hawder than anywhere else. S0, why run the risk® I don't see it ana I think 44 i .lmo
agalust wiat to hin is prunciples B would sw; est you have questions about the scurse of
sows of Wus sbuli. demember the Yepertmant of Visinformatioi,

Whew you talk of Cuban bl chk~marke’ woueY, what ldnd? Cactro changed all his curyoney
over U0 geu control of the rortwies. baticta money is veluelesra Borore he aid +hir, “astro
sould lots of the old _money &t a discomnt o the Fafiosn awi swibling intersste siill there,
Teully scrowed thems, 0, wiat black carket uoney? I'm dubiouse

S0, gudng back %0 the bogin dng, L suopact Vel, is nou kidding yeue And, eucoert for
Z,L: adventure, given ithe lout be begen with, why should Jeel ymum tida sreat roeky Dven
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competitors then lwd ways of hurting hin, getting him pub nuaye

L

¥het vou muspect mey be the truthe I'me werely looking at ithe oilir sidce Diugs is
hot. copy today, &s you imow. Bytin the route you may X gove you, expledn Lo ue why it
should haw: 4o run She extra risk an  then hove the ondrn broubl e luvelved Lo souing {rom
vevico to Gub ¥ It war, espoclally then, 89 mch es.ier o aet 4t Anto B US from HexiGoe

dictotors (et rich many ways, all erocked, bub ey aluo do not run ae. (less ViZHSe
Frafidio hac 5o mony vaurcesy L odoubt he'd muns sny nmecesrary ridd: vith Unels Seuce IF
he did, it vould have been well wasked, not tracable 4o nim. Vidol Sre was onlr cus of
Yrujiliots Lobuyisty in Yashinstone I inevw tue who weroe lanyeit,

Kovy i Umujilio wanted to hurt eny Vidaal, his feworite sssas:in wor one Yohuay
Abbes. Alnost got caught in Sondon. I've hesrd of nono of his Lite not poliiical, but
het need wean notling, + heard dohrmy is now doade Johmy was a pro. Oldor ciplo
could he a good sowee on thise Dut the weckuess i8, as I recali, that ¥ was dead
<1 yeu ever get to Santo Lomimro look up a colencl under Ky sn lils fowme: milibary ciacle
in Wachington, Senuel Fernando Cestiilo, known as lando, pawericd $o 9% uoice or daugivt.r,
which ever she wa she was alse a puto. IT you gen iy, wels the rascal couzh wp with puinGibdng
nice Yor i for she $18.00 he owed me when he lefd! He's o fun Wy & playooyy bul with o
good head and trusted wivh deliocute mission, I au surey by our governactt, Judgii by
that with wivch his abgences frum DG coincided, '

However, if Joel had ejther involvement or knowledge, the sylbdicates cowld hovo put
up fthe $258 fo kewp Joel hidden in jrile That would wob acoount for lls refusal 5o wldk
ebout 25 bus 4t vould account for his ap.exent fear of talking about sonmc flan,se In

vhatever he wag doing, Jocl oay have swmblec onto volze Vi, alid hds connections with o
Foru ke iodox thiz congjecture not unreasvneile Bui 11 ol of these outidis moant to ATl
Vidal, they'd not heve stov.ed with a hoating, Theay are pros at diaty ©co. :

SX yrou pre looking for a CIA/US comncetion, I'¢ be noce iuiclined 5o expect it on o a

quid pro quo besis, their working wisih mobs thal werk Tor bty Titving for tate Guoscing
uilye Lt 1o the open record of bhe wartine paste

ant ot $o aof Without winr to sive s much o WLy Two npyoboblo umpomming
wagiestions: the U8 sovermaent is ot least actiug dice 40 wants o siop coowsdh o o ioe They
have 2 heavy oncration in Nexdico, Yorbaps you ean et o lean oil & conzowmiea oue tlwough some
roporter or othz © gources Whe seoond is lesc Likely, an hoissb Hscican coj with ko Lo 7400
in this ielde lost of She oric of witeh I laow desle wili girasse Dub il you got anytbh
on hewse, it coudd dnverent we for farvut recsonse 0uc off o possible l.ads Yo locul Tuzs
might be 2 lewyor wio deals witih them, o 2ol representing those dnvolved, wnless you vould
2 otingudish begwoon competitors and g2t one who mighl teve an intsrest in slnerdig you
The way ac would like you 0 goe '

This i o nuch more d sogerons thing than fooling with an inteliigence linic - Sile
Yaretule Fretty bonos broak just as easily,lf taey bavs aay decent frec elinics dowa shere,
you zight find a knowledzeble source who troate oliuse It is not nscessary with any Lo
disclose anybiling mory than that youbare writd 3 a sbory, and I woulwi®, With this I doa's
seo wiy you cen'i walk into the nebassy and adk bhedir Pere ian or othurse Yo have a vig
thing soing now abous doing sownthing about driugs, add they just rdghis want to bo holplfule
I kmow they can tell you the fwdsral statute of Lisdtationse But i¥ I ean Learn it by a
question, 40t an investigation, Fo:r wiich I weu't Lave vine, I'1l,wrdde you tonorcov niZibe

Goort Tuck and GOOD T ALUl, Cnws, doar ghrl, CARE,
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“"Dear Harold:

ever cccur to you that it'a the syndicabes

Alpes 966
Mexico, 1C,TF

Ineidantally, Vel.
away from i irug

Feb. 24, 1972

s think

IVen more,
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Been running thru all the old newspaper clippings re the Kaplan

case, plus Velasguez 18 latdiing me mee what files he is letting

me see, There used to be 14,000 pages -~ there are some 5,000

now, Nevertheless I have found info whicih bears out things I

only “"heard™ -nothing really important, though, but whieh will

enable me to hand in the Reader's Digest plece with an accurate

sources What appears to be most cuilstanding about this whole

case 18 eocaine, Feru, the largest growers of coea in the world

i8 mentloned often in many places, Kaplan made a trip there a

week after Vidal's disappearance, Xaplan's passport is said to

have many entry vlsas to Peru. He alwaye sald he a business in

Peru. Taking that into consideration, the route as Kaplan explained

to me is Peru, Mexico, Cuba, the U. S., and perhaps some stops

along the way like Santo Domingo (Trujilld, Kaplan often said

this is why these dictators ket so rich., Sugar diplomaey is

drug cirlomacy evidentally. Vidal, Sr. was Trujillo's lobbyist

in the sugar business in Wash, It is reported Trujillo owed

Vidal, Sr. one million dollars when he was killed in May of 1961. .

Maybe Vidal Jr. had to disappear because his 1ife was threatened

1f papa somehow knew how to collect., Coceline, or drugs in general

also was suggested to me by Ezra, Joel's Morfther who =sald 33 't
‘ beg-hhat are kesping Jozl

in Jail a2nd not my unsle? Turner, please excuse the expression,

after reading many of my notes years age come te the conclusion

the freelancs narcotis raficling of Vidal wasn't pleasing the

gyndicatss at all and 1t was they who bsat him as a warning, or

perhapa, meant to kill him. Vidal never identifMed hils ascoilionho.

Juel maintained he used to know a lot about the synéicates ut it

ad been years sirce h2 was 1y touch, Fowever, when I once mertioned

they wight have Jon2 Vidal ir, he actually turned his back to me =

and could not control a rather violent shudder than ran up and down

hie spines If this is the largest and most involved agpect of the

cépe, 1t could really explain many things. The implication that

it would affect people high in the -im. Govi, since who &1lcws these

syndlcates to operate anyway., I have been told the CIA even gets

a cut for allowing them tc coperate, Kaplan might know &about (his

sty

Go, what I would aprrecidbe Zyowing 18 13 Ie there a statute of

limitations about being prosecuted for drug trafiking? (This could

explain why Kapln appeared to be reluctant to leave prlson at Tirat).
2, How cen I prove who is allowing the syndicates, I hear there are
many of them, to operate, 3, How can J provike CIA and/or governmaent
involvement o 4, How 3& 1% po ona stops bheThyndlcates, who runs
the government anyway - and was Bob Kennedy going to go after ihe
syndicates, You Enow iv wouldsn'h surprize m: in the least if MNixon
was making oplum deals in China', I found info to. the effect Castro
needed aAm. dollars bhadly after he broks with Lhe “iates and traded
sugar for drugs with China, which he converted into dollars. By the
way Cuban black market money is involved in thkls, tcos Would
apprelcate whatever you can offer as quickly ag-pgssibly. I'm on a
RD dedadline . Love to you snd iil, and'thank_:rfg Con
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