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Dear Pearl,

Glad t: hear from you. wilence fathered fear you retwrncd to troublose save for the
fatigue oi the {tax) season in Lil, we arc as we ucre, wy Ifin or not uell but not as
inhibiting (I finished worlding up that same tree today, with the soue uachete)s I can
type with less concern, les: discontort, less guilte

Striso: romain with misglbings on all but daring and intcliigence, ide could well he
a pood source, but I urge indepcndent checking and confirmation on cverything..elas iinide
returned to Califormia? I suppose, else why would Utriso se,\,lx counsel therce?e..There is
one area in which you way have something to lose, and that getting tied up, cspe with
wrongies, Ylay it not cool, but very, very cool AliD J.ndcpenclcnt. You need nothing for a
4 sood book but the application of fingers to keys and some thought. onything else you et
is ++ but not nittyfritty. So be careful, please, fAnd ulien you have finished your Vi est
piece, try to find time to work on thise. The time is HOW, Do not awalt perfcction and totality.
Herc let ne tell s you the tale of a friend of rine in Chicago who had a good contract for a
good bouk for which he has a good title, CROUK COUHLY {Chicago is Cook Uounty). He had
~ most of it done. *+t is on crooked politics, ¢Spe mob comicctions, le kopt delaying findcling,
g now for at least two years. le kept telling me he was goetting close to a cas. on the fanous
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former Judge and Presidential Comdssion Cahirman Otto lernere i1 kept telling hin two

things® if he got it, the book coulin't come out beiore the news broke as newy and a
parcphrase of Che: the dusy of a writer is to write. So, tho kerner story broke, he can
have it in his book or not, it nou makes little dirierence, for all the rest he had, no
less sensational, is in the newse ie'd have had a helluva bo:k that would now be enjoying
a second life, But a year ago the publisher wrote the advance off,

I an no lawyer, but il you have a case againat the coming book, it iy Lo butter to
avalt its ap.earance, .ny sult against it may sell 1t botter and reduce the rarket for yourse
Too bad you.didn't find out from your literary-lauyer friend, to whom L'11 write souvn about
my oun troubles. There may be moree I'm told Miluid-UP is largely plagiarised in the current
Bsquire, Plagiarism is no easy thing to prove. L hope I can remeuber my own work well
choushe Back in 1966 I was sharp cnoush to catch the carclessness with my t,/po.;é I do not
know if I wili try and do anything if it is provable, If I had a book to sell, I would,

But I have reoisned myself to what 4 fear my role nmust be aad to the degrec possible dovole
myself to it. Unless there is a fim legal need either way, you chould, if I may sug cot,
decide what Best scerves Pearl's intercst. Here a good agent could be invelusblese...if you
have none, there are pcople in publishing I laow who might be able to helpe and L ay be
in IYC soon, 0 let ue knowesesXou should be sure your deal with the Digest does not
preclude book, If it does, try to got that back, with the ofi'cr of first turndown of
secondary rights to them on ~hat is not to be in piecce, Fine print can be hard on uore
than the eyeseeseWait a wdnutc, I just upticed you nay have a deal cooidage Great il ot
with the kimd of small crooks 1've becn ealing withe Dig crooks steal uore— but they have
more to steal from, so you get morce If you do not want to kecp it seeret, lot us see what
L kuow bad about Bheu. Who knows good?

(lad your children's Tather is trying to help at least. If you didndt have that to
worry about, you coulu get started. fou do have sowc prouising propertics. That Cortes-ilcver—
lladmIlt-b0=Bad deal could be great fun,

- Frou your description of "the book you did on J, Edgark", I supgosc, since thatcould
refer to any of them, you mean the latest, which is a rather finely-drawn delineation of
the superior qualities and professional perfection he enjoyse It sort of gov that rcputation,
not unearned, from the fublisher's Weekly com ent that is was pure T on hin who I called
in it 9te dgar Phe Indispensible. But the funny think is I have one wiil that sainted
word in the title yeot, and nobody calls that one one on himel'll scnde But surface wail.

I do look rorward to your nosing that grindstone. All alone. You ncisher need nor
W 1% colisboratorse And publishers do have editors \walttill you sec what they did to
FlludieUPl), With such a subject, your native flip ancy of expression could be zingy.

Glad your boy is back (does he hate being called a boy yot by soucone as old au his

grandfather may be?). Hope he sinks his tecth im proper preparation for whatever it turns
out he wants to do with himsclf, Yood luck!




Meanwhile, I'm getting my kids in ordepl

Feb. 9, 1372

Dear Harold,

“poke with Sylvia Meagher in NY who know nothing more than
your files revealed re Striso, However, did meet with him in
Ny and he's not that bad. He's very complex, pretty brizht,
could be violen&d (althousgh he admitted he hae others do thut
sort of work for him), and I feel a valuable source of informution,
4t the moment he has contacted an gttorney in California as he
1~ furious with ASarrsn Hinckle fopr baving milk=d him of knowledge,
and used nis ms. which he claims was the firet inkling Ramparts
had of the Joel Kaplan case. In any event, I'm playing it cool.
It may or muy not be worth something and I hnuve nothing to loee,
He also mentiocned the dlsgusting 7dgar J. =nd-the rower he has
been wielding over tihe U. 7. for toc lon:-.

helr srandfdtirr -
¥ scam ot baek a
day after I did and hie father told to pay «ll necersary
bille until bie returns., I'm ct1l1l trying tc 7ind out if I
have & case agaiaet tho forthcoming book, befors I do comething
about it. 1'll have the info any day now, Uy RKeaders Digest
mse must be in around spril or 80, and them there is a great
possibility I can get u rub.lehing firm to :1ive me an advance
to write a2 Kaplan book,

Jerry reud some of my filee &nd is very interested and szid he'd
do some rleuthing for =me 1ir necescary.,

Do you have a cory of the book you 4id on Vdgar J.? Ie tinat the
one the NY Times killed? 1I'd appreciuate having one if poseible,
Best to you and Lil and thanks again for your warm hospitality
and yery informative info.
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