
10/15/71 
Dear Pearl, 

Te;* that it le csti-.hlt-thed that ylu. are Ely junior and Ix cause it seams that we 
free ti,-(ie to time be in touch, I take the liberty of avoidir rc.; the e:rcessivoly 

formal l.10 that in. F311 .vaysw. con be lest forozl. Hy fiends sa2.i Le by sty first Lane or 
as Ital., the yr.:citr:f.r one, irhe an: Li ties !.;or-ity, th: 	 tnofio i,itn whom 
113 todpiy are close are young :riouc:h to be our children, in one case, of a brilliant 
volJaborator, h f:oalci. be my ATaris-isf.N.n. hi are cilooa. 

Possiblm 	aova.oput,-, for -:21ich_ I Lust proprira 	5 	aoee limited 
at thi: moncnt. 

Dri -nt)t 1-2t my 7.1nTich. 	 ;it1:. 	Taans, but. 	h. Lshyou shou..4 ic hie hook 
first 	 ci-,ndensatinn or a lerioT C arrioles. 	 pro,:eid..colie.borator 
liao connecti.ons, 	judzement may be much h,tter. The story ria.,)-  hall the bouk. Unless 
the bock follc:wi .itch hate, it will LaLcl the coliatcral or canddiary rights 'Able, in 
the U.1), one 	profit,..,hle than the 'hook. but I. haou a couple of r:pert‘....es eednootsd 

s:,amlic.-.te.s, if in ti thio can help. They are not oxocutives. 

The fi es ellosla. 2. er.e2.c!led. it0  rush on it 	aturn. I Liv a a close friend in a 
distant city to whida I've Ireitten about the Othanks) ILicelsior pioces. 

.?,71.L.,d. -you a:,-%:)reciato 	Cirectness. To be otherwise is not to be a friend. Don't 
-Lae ray Tot an.ci opinions iiithout questicn, but il be truthful and my ,Tudgemehts are 
usually 	 subst...-.)-iic:tion if I crier than. iv' :,:::TP,)2L;17,0",L, 	 pc:01;1a'. at 
Rz.•./aParts teL. th past) and -;,rith iCyonier in partecular Teri; 	cf what said Turner 
is a. 2rofossicoa:'. Licomoetent is the fiehiL in a ich I work and a blatant .plabi:Ariat t  alas. 
Rwpartshasdory such goad, but 	always boon simataneouly dishencst. 

jj:ir the way, 3: fain't sp.aii for bias, but Vedric 3c1frac;s, _tf you do net izriow bin, is 
on: to Ithon. yrei might 11'211 sf.ek. I am fdli of rosliect for am cara he is a Elaa of courage 
and. prir.ciple-a_nd 

 
t fine -Titer.. I are :lever mot him nd it ha.:. boon eolsie years face I 

from his. Kis beautiful in every way) daughter aid trz,r te help mo sole years 
ago. hy lest dd.ress for bin isLipartado 63(), Cuernavaca L.oreles, I'hone '..;-ae-riciavacc. 2-41-14. 
II.- Las a good uncjar::afir of the U.$. sna:rkot. 

The safest awroaah jkhx teEth (‘-arri.ion is to begin with disbc11.2. On Daddy: there 
newer was any -.ffic-:11-1 emissary, and_ what "ark Lane uscci was ruinous in mazy ways, unorijaial, 
and the crassest commore.a.idizatiori to promote his Lvory bad) Citizon'Ei Dessent. I think the 
fan-ily knew eel know,  notiaIy, inclueda;j: -14obby. The best that can be said for that to 7,1^ich 
1 -think you aluds, the alleged Cunatanamo iitcidctnt, L.' that 	im conjecture. 

iour comment on Volasquez reminds me of anothue 	 coulL 	do this non- 
fiction better and, faster in the fern of a novel? 

I am aware of the connubial coasaneracione of the ile-.Kican penal system. The tragic 
part is that you unintendedly put it so aceurately, !(In Mexico, a Lain can have a woman for 
a weekend. if he's well behaved...)". Lut speaking of the woman, 3. take another liberty; if 
you do not nave a tine recorder, I would enocurago you to consider using one for interviews, 
preferable the cassette type, einch 2c more convenient. if Lrou are unfamiliar ,rith trim., the 
tzio problems are not reallt problems. One is that infrequently meets are afraid to tall: on 
the record, acid won con usualy estimate that accurately in advance, and the e-iler is that 
them sometimes nom it up anon 'toter sea; the :mike. isut ic ratceb a 117.-,r,,ef record, and :mmory 

sacuy, so Jfragilei Later, things to hick TL ?aid no or scant i:1,•;,-;ontion o.2 rhu -b we 
wuetine,?, Aror;,;et earl be of yrcLiv vrdue, as we arn more and understand bet.ter. 

110-l; COIL 	 riacl. 3.3 fasidaisitina;. I die 	it hiss 



realTK)S3i.hilf.tiec.1 as -1-)rotend.e..-1. 	:tor. can 	sa.me 	 -Jork in. wiitzt c 	 ,9 3: :1d .c.hd 
a job you f;cul;!.. clo On ia.zor 	 51.17)1-...."L" 

.-cLer, 	 was 
YOU 5iht anlost inonyta.-121.2; n3Arin ,  to do ..1..th h oi. a130 hcard O5,jih jf thc: „Je4can. 	an 	.3.(n 	 "L'e oarAule  You can't is enou;',;11 7;ood. 	cti.fy „ r risk. but cxLa.a.3. 	j.11..d...) 0.11y ;3 OUt 1:a.eiYUItt about, 0 cswala if ,,rou  hoar  any o' if yoll coos r::ertnrc you L tru:st 	 harard titat 	 o.J.ution. 140 

IS Staffad. (ri,bbrt,, c4i 	(3::.h? I Co:1.. f:r!:,):1! 
but I dicta t .L.-Ao 	sort of Li. Latin vtisi.1.,, 	 - 7-e-cy fine -Latin—American co..ks. 

Ys, r;;” focon renciA3 	 so.L: sot jon not 	.1.-.J.sty-f.f.;i:ivs Litcrprct....tioh of 	 1.; 	S...C.,_1)1, 	 is;  
context, on. -f. of ',Lt.; t.7.iir.f,:s that riakss 	 toat 
also distinolishes rae from ij..r.ost all thr:: otinrs writinc; vith s€,..,rioufsneF3s in the field. If you'd L-Ecci (*pies of the bockz3 I publisher Llyself (I had to invent tho "uncler2,-roluk1" book to 6%.,.-t out ct' all) I sn send you di-lria03,1 but read:Lb:L(2 copies, ‘liJ.ch could. lx”c7.1.(k tho basis 
for askinf:.z: questions about Oswald. 

If I ft)14:3p...: 1;0 L',,S;?■22.0j.2;:: lot' ray 	I never have 'boos to .T.Vread. 
andI started.t-tii)i.n; 	nd—p,:ok in hie;h school. So, I do a,}olofsi.:7,e. 

re.7a.rds, 



 

HOTEL CONTINENTAL HILTON. 

ROMA 39. MEXICO.6. 0. F. 

TELEFONOS: 46-40-11 

V 46-68-72 11 

till II. WI 

Asociacion de Corresponsales Extranjeros en Mexico 
Oct. 12, 1971 

Dear Mr. Weisberg, 

Once again, thanks for taking the time to write. 
Enclosing the series on the EXcelsior editor's 
Chinese trip. As far as I know not available in 
English but I'm sure you'll find someone to 
translate. It's nearly a second language in 
some areas of the U. S. Or, next time you're in 
Wash. an embassy employee could find the time, or, 
perhaps a student. 

Back to my favorite subject, Kaplan. What I've 
finally decided to do is this: Do a magazine 
piece with an AP writer here who has had access 
to files not open to the public, giving all of 
the original testimony - and even that is con-
flicting! Nevertheless, it sheds more light 
on many legal or illegal manueverings. And 
between what he has dug up and what I have, we, 
together, might have more combined info on the 
case than anyone else. All We're waiting for is 
for him to complete his AP assignment which should 
be out on the wires soon and which will not reveal 
too much or anything at all of what I have as 
our agreement was for him not to see my files 
until his copy is released. I think his story 
should serve our ultimate purpose of getting a 
book publisher, so we can investigate further. 
My friend is honorable and has a detective's mind 
and is more objective than I. So with the combina-
tion of different facts and different approaches, 
we should stir up enough conjecture to last until 
the end of the century at least - or, until you 
find a means to keep the public conjecturing over 
what of course is a much more important story. 

You are right in assuming what I tell you is in 
confidence. I hope the above might be the means 
by which we might meet and discuss our cases 
in person. 

Your impression on Nizer quite accurate, not on 
my {judgment but by a lady who happens to have 
been a very close friends of Mildred, his wife, 
at the same time she was a very close friend of 
Joel Kaplan's mother when all lived in Manhattan. 
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2. 

In analyzing the personality of Joel Kaplan, whom I visited 
about a dozen times, I would say he fits your description 
of the self-destructive type - in fact he admitted being 
in rebelion against a militant father with whom he had 
no communication whatsoever. He is also bitter over the 
fact his father left his estate in charge of the supposed 
villain uncle, A. J., head of the Kaplan fund. Reckless, 
daring, pirate-like, intellectual and seemingly outwardly 
timid - are part of the enigmatic traits of Joel's person-
ality. * 

As for Ramparts, the only work I ever did for them was to 
help investigate the Kaplan case. I left Mexico three 
years ago before the Olympics and severed relations with 
them at the same time as they called and asked me to look 
for a negative story on how Mexico had no housing for 
those expecting to come. Although I do believe in necessary 
illumination I do not believe in negative muckraking. The 
purpose obviously is quite different. The last I heard 
from Bill Turner was the reply he wrote to my letter 
which asked what happened at the N. O. trial. I've told 
you about it. But thanks for telling me about his limi-
tations. Actually, he didn't go into much detail in his 
letter, it was more like assuaging my curiosity. He also 
mentioned he was having a difficult time freelancing so 
I don't know if he still is with Ramparts or not. In fact 
almost all of the people I knew on Ramparts are no longer 
with it. It now comes out of Berkeley] Cal., and I think 
Peter Collier is editor. He worked on the Kaplan case and 
came to visit here several years ago. He's quite bright, 
not at all a rabble-rousing type and an English literature 
professor. It might be that Ramparts has taken another 
slant under his direction, I really don't know. I haven't 
seen a copy in several years. Have yoa? 

By the way, why was Bobby Kennedy satisfied with the 
whitewash of the assassination? Do you think the family 
knew what really happened? Or was Garrison right in this 
point at least, that Bobby unwittingly contributed to the 
assassination of his brother? Something about a boomerang 
reaction based on a suggestion of his that John followed? 

I appreciate all your advice more than you can imagine. 
But if you knew that even Velasquez has sent up smoke 
screens you'd understand better why I need someone like 
the AP fellow to keep the script steady. And thanks for 
offering the NY Times clipping with the family quotes, 
I certainly can use it, 
* More clearly - Joel's outer personality suggests a slight, 
meek, undemanding scapegoat. His brilliance and his past 
performances in looked-for dangerous situations reveal 
the inner Joel - talk about a whitewash - his whole dimeanor 
seems to be one - or else he could be a schizo - 



3.  

Yes, I've talked with Joel's Mexican wife several times. She's a whore kmatx he had to "marry" (He's still married to a woman in N.Y.) - because "every human privilege was denied me". (In Mexico, a man may have a woman for a weekend if he's well-behaved. In the case of Joel he had to pay for everything. Having a "wife" simplified matters. She doesn't expect to see Joel again even though she has a child of his.) 

I do have several pictures, of Joel with Velasquez, of the dead man and the body that doesn't match his when alive, of a woman who came to Mexico and identified herself as the dead man's wife by means of a picture of herself and three children holding a picture of "daddy", when in fact she had only married him a few months before his murder. 

I guess I'm only confusing you with bits of information, but I'm trying to give you the answers to your very kind suggestions. 

I haven't been able to check anything on the King matter, but will keep trying. 

I envy you having so much time to write, even though you seem so buried in it. But actually, Lim a divorced mother of two adolescents and therefore axittxtgindx have a divided dedication. Which might explain, when I think of it, more accurately, why I need a co-authors 	I'm either stuffing cabbage or stuffing paper into the typewriter: And sometimes one is interrupted by the other. 

Again, I cannot thank you enough for taking so much time from your work - which, by the way, is still mainly on the assassination? And thanks too, for your invitations to see your files and to visit. One can always hope that both will be possible. 

Best, t  

Pearl Gonzalez 


