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9/15/71 

Dear i iss Gonzalez, 

bour unpostuvaited letter to me c/o Caneon - the stampe also are not cancelled - dated 9/4, was forwarded from .Gew York day before yesterday and ha:; just reached me. laease under-steed two thines: I mill- not be a friend to you if T tell you what I do not believe siaply because it may be what you seem to want to hear; and I have very little time, for I work too lone a day and can't keep up with the requirements of my own writing. This also apologies for th.: typographical errors I'll not eave tittle to correct. 

I can't possibly collaborate on the Aaplan book, but e'd love to be able to! It should eake an exciting ,ne, an:: a thout obligation to you I will mention it to a friend who is an editor with a large house. ilowevar, to the degree I can, I will do what T can to help you with it. Perhaps the first help would be caution. And in this coeeeetion I think I'd best. aeerese Garrison and Lane directly and without subtleties. 

Garrison is as bright, charming and persuasive as you say. he is also irresponsible, mentally ill, and varies from genius to stupid from person to person, item to item. He does and did have a ve;.y bad back condition, so ha was not ducking you. I have seen him conceive legal moves of brilliant siaplicity and unable to comprehend tne cialeet facts of life. he can.ot abide being told hes is or mieht be wrone, finds the coaeanj; of those not sycoehants intolerable, lilts overconfidence in his hunches which he soon translutes into reality in his own thinking, ana hasn't the remotest idea how to conduct an iaveetiVation. his "inventigation" was non-existent, and he was led down one erithrose path after another by those whose sole recoerendation was their eloquence in fawning over hia. 1 you were to ca amine Lane's initial'coeaente, after news of the unrrison case broke, waa he rilade his way back free buropo and compare them with his well-reported and increnille statement for a lawyer after first leaving the presence, you's understand more about ewie, how sharp and unscrupulous he is, how coa.ercially perceettve Ina flexible..00ta 	haVe more than healthy egos, aud, if may pose as an amateur shrink, although b,tween them they Got the lion's share of tau atealtien granted those called "critics", they are secretly depressed cued obsessed with their inability to coma up with anything not already public. Garrison contributed nothing but suspicions, and Lost of the least irreeposible ones are unoriginal. l can teetify to this from person knoUedge should we ever be together. I could hold forth for hours on such theing:s. jeerk milked Garrison as thou eh h- were a rpize cow, doing around ;he country (and killing the subject for all other speakers, seemingly in perpetuity, selling himself ae the unofficial spokeeman for Garrison, at something like j1500 per apeeanance. leach in his own way believes the subject et:lenge to him, thus each is a plagiarist  pr tending he is a pubeic servant. Unce, when i,iark left no laternative, having; stolen and aiaused some of my material and then on a TV show I gavelka, he actually defended plagiarism as a right. So, I begin by telling you a ema11  part of what you may be unwilling to believe. neither one likes se because I do not fawn and tell them how great they are when they are the bica:lit eisasters we faced. lionethelese, I abandoned my own second book to go to California at the behest of mutual friends to „et a Comaiseion lawyer off of i-ark's back. and neither my health nor my :finances will aver recover fro:.. the last disaster froaiiiiela in the last minute, I  Caved Garrison, one of hie oeu faorication. It ended up wath hue charging another sick man in lets employ with being a top CIA aeent, pure fiction. had. I not, with exceeding difficulty (for were I to not the brilliance ot the soon, Jim would proclaim the rosantic beauty of the moon I saw), been able to prevent the monumental stupidity he has created, Cod knows what the reullt aould have been, but hi.: own closest layers told ae the euprete Court would have taken it upon itself to disbar him. If you have the facilities and time, you are 'welcome to cone here and ramble though ray files wiikx of correspondence with laiM and his people. lot even any or the good, non-.;haw mateeial in that case was his. I arranged for most of tha 
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botter witnesses, backgrounded hi.: staff with memos on all of these and sOno I.  didn't reco_Lend, and supoded all to: medical evidencc,, tho 	thing in that trial, all of whicii was already in a limite-j.-cdition book I have not bo-n oblo to _ot oubli -Lcd. coo... oerciaily. They diu as woll as they could. ..ith this, but they blew of 	of it, ac. leosly. In fact, 1 had agrcod to bo tooir C.:clinical consultant on the Texas data, was supposod to oit at the counsel table with then ■tho hew York Tioos roported un there), but I left J.0. in disgust while the jury woe ixxino empanelled anti haven't boon back since. yunforoitgable crime wa. unin rioht. 1 tolo them they'd lose, why they would, one that oith. do: approach • they crc taollig, o. ohich I could not uu part, they deserved to. 

however, 1 also b:11i,v, that in tho curront prosecution in is tho victim of fodoral dishonesty. f can conceive of him doing. what is acceptable in 	oith its special, really sui o,neris folkways and mores, but not acoeptablc: oisewhefe, bat 1 do not u4iovu bim a petty crook, I am persuaded that while his frittored away vast sitt53, he had no such income as attributed. to him, and if he did, he is a crook, for he aim not and loxs not repaid money I s pent for him and ho knew I wao and and an broOe. have not been io touch with his on this but havo been and an with one of his pooplo I trust and who truats me. 

Lark is ao better than a whore who hoppons also to believe ..n sous good thiogn cad is ca,ny ono ugh to commercialize them. 

So, you know my feelings about both and you can discount what you win.. If you act on anything contrary to these opinions, you will learn soon onouoh. If eiohor read you the biblo you 'Lauded them and you watched thou road i t, unleof, you knoo tho,-2as ac y rote you'd. better check it )orsohal:_j boioro you quthte it. 

Now on kaplan, and I was aware of their interest in Aim, i oofer heard any rational r2aon to connect bela cish Oswald or the j-2K case. That he wan 01k oakeo beta lice thousands of others. lie wan in jail before Oswald cent to "exico. What role couio he sorve? I am aware there are -any thing 1 do not lolow, but until I get pa .t tido point, my interest in haplan has to be outside the context of any assassination. (The same, but the way, is true of my interest in Shaw, and I do have an interact in him arc part of dcc ov000li story, but not in any sense in tho role in which Garrison casts him.) 

This does not mean that sith the fairy-tale edited out, the anplcus story is not a fascinating ono, and considered this way, do you really need a collaborator? 'Tice. files on the kaplan fund, as they are publiohod, are roadily available. I've lono oiao 1:o another researcher. I would think that for noreason you are giving a part o, your own loaf work 4wa7. If there is no real reason to wake any connection with the JVi assassination, unV And, if you have c14-1 good reason for such a connection, I'd like to hear it. 

Nizer is a snake. -6o careful of anythin , hr tolls you. '41in does Lot moan he did not tal you tha truth, but from my eoporionce with him, and it was sufficient to end his debating career on the Warren 1Zeport, one flick of his forked tongue and instant evidence! As the family lawyer, it may have served his interest to be truthful, as also untruthful-ness night have. 

bolli is partly of the' some character, from want thoso who thou him toll .rc. I know that he also, althouoh entiroly uninformed, was a talkative dofewior of tan Warren '-'eport. 
Of course, I do not know what you have onaplan and that rourdur. ionic' elements of the iqexican police night now be willing to say what they know, in their own intorett but I presume if they know they woulo be protected. They should know csuch. But they, or at least many of then, also work closely with US agencies, so an rip roach night be a ticklish thing, unless you knew to whom you were sparring. 
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You antion your asociation 	aaidparts, 2;0 what I siv, b...11.,:ve and can readily 
p,:•00vo 	vac° 	uzzwicoEc.. hCJItav,..:t done ..a.dah fine -,;ork:, have .nay 
jour3.alistic aceo:lpLiAL.Int.:1 to ti credit, but were dsrz.),blc fLiluresontLe wa ine-
tionrj, 

 
atener on of tip. J.aore. eitan..;ntly unct.q)endablo ■30UreeS• 

	

tUrI114-; to Garrison nad ;your question, di:. he i,avt.]; 	 eourt; -,;es. "kJ Lad 
no ease of th. d.nd he •.illeged an he flub 	a nwlber od I....tit:L.1E1U; easoc. he Twilled in 
on a ;Lune:a, founci.Q.red on it, 	divL ted. into en iaerec:ibly iztoor- co AIL ion of z,!zty 
theories, wa;.ted 	 rrces on the. c, 	 an 
1c4tiniate charzeo were nt.:.:ver :;roudht to trial, not even 	Iou ash wh h. didn't 
present hit.cif-idol:cc he den. Because he had none. flint was all'hot air. Ida 
chalde na..1 lit.de chance, and n.::;aia 1LU i3ane io true, be rushed. In and 	 ho 
was entirely unnwz..re of want I rocard as a ieL;itiintc; perjury chL:r.i.;e t:a in no Willie was 

;.;efore a jury, an t4do one ,iitt filed really was with to ,01-nten. 4tot,,sz....es (who are 
credible) ,• 

I have not 	to hi.: siney: 	to, A; 	 loavin ow erl:.rane, and enhad 
lif:„le to do with each oti..o.c 	about 2/23, wliGn hia ineoey tLflCe 4'3:1'; an ventiator 
beeai too aparant ann i be,n to hay.: doubts about his pomonal integrity, as under-
stand po....sonal integrity, the o]4-fashioned, not yn dane, conc. pt. I wo/Led- indepc:naatly 
SilL trice to help hi:.5;t-ii.".0 as dust tncy 	 the 	you ,-.tribute 

nuont en...raeriean roninintin shot shot down on he :re ts of en 4.1.1.1Grican city, 
is not orLxial oitd. hi.. 'Let he is, in. in. on ri6ht, ai.aoliZicent tipitor, a much b, .,tter 
writer than that hcdzepodac heritage of Jtone 

Li4,1y 	col-reef aLn . a;..:out 
t....t does nut 	thcia 	asia soureca, noes .0"4-; .11. t 6 	 own 

doe:,; not ann ty nn 	 on what 
parrot. 	 when Lauru is an ehor...ious ezfo to otabellIsh 
to tin.) uninforued, convey the oe/...of t!..;:tthe e. lilohianit in us • ruality. 

ho ;x; you do a i43.plan boi. Ii thefo 	nd.p f..r 	I 1an tint 	 be 

	

to older it. 	 ;:4-..L1: to L.A' 	 , 	tin ,0,1" jean' S 
hunch to tie bin with the ne.,:assivation or• 'oowc,j.d. if you iciew sous:: of t'n. ny a 

;ihich he 	were solid fact ...lid nil, abund4fnee., 

	

hnd. 	Ui. hiout tiLe tiublou., 	not a ,.spc;c1 

reLnres and yn in k, 

arold isberg 



HOTEL CONTINENTAL HILTON. 

ROMA 39. MEXICO.6. D. F. 

TELEFONOS: 48-40-11 

V 46-88-72 

Asociacian de Corresponsales Extranjeros en Mexico 

Sept. 4, 1971 

Mr. Harold Weisberg 
Canyon Books 
231 East 51st Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

No doubt you have heard about the Joel Kaplan case 
and his recent escape by helicopter from a Mexican 
pri son. 

I spent over a year "working" on the case while 
a feporter for the Mexico City News, and a 
correspondent for Ramparts. During the course of 
limited investigation I met Jim Garrison and got 
him to autograph your book "Oswald in New Orleans" -
and don't faint Mark Lane was there and auto-
graphed it too, with a verbal aside, "Weisberg 
ought to know I'm autographing his book!" 

The reason the Kaplan investigation led to my 
talking with Garrison is that we feel there is a 
connection. Kaplan always insisted the whole 
thing centered around the Bay of the Pigs "but 
not in the way you think." 

My point is simply: Would you like to do a 
book on the Kaplan case with me? No one has done 
it. I have information in my files no one else 
has. I've interviewed Nizer, members of the Kaplan 
family and others on the story which so far, no 
one has been able to piece together. It's definitely 
a CIA job and you seem to talk my language, although 
I must admit my sources and resources have kept me 
from the kind of investigation evidentally open to 
you. 

Other than the above, I would so much appreciate your 
opinion on what happened to Garrison as no matter 

Presidente 
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Vice-Presidente 
EDUARDO SARATOV 
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Tesorero 
CARLOS FERREIRA 

Agencia Prensa Latina (CUBA) 

Jefe del Club 
SAM AZKINAZY 

Variety 

Presidente Saliente 
PABLO MORALES 

Selecciones del Reader's Digest 

Jefe de Credenciales 
LUIS BARALT 

Selecciones del Readers Digest 

Jefe de Finanzas 
NAOTAKE MOCHIDA 

NHK Radio TV (lap6n) 

Director del Club 
KATHERINE MANJARREZ 



HOTEL CONTINENTAL HILTON. 

ROMA 39. MEXICO.6. D. F. 

TELEFONOS: 46-40-11 

V 46-68-72 

Asociacion de Corresponsales Extranjeros en Mexico 

what the opposition says, I don't believe he had 
his day in Court. I never knew why he didn't 
present the evidence he had - he could merely 
have presented your books and made an impact. 
Living here keeps one from petttmg keeping 
in touch to put it mildly - so I would also 
like to know what your opinion is about Garrison's 
indictment. What has happened to the perjury 
charge he had going? 

Have you spoken to him lately? I tried to see 
him a year ago in New Or'eans but he was hospitalized with a supposed back injury. 

Somehow, I believe in this man. I like the way 
he thinks and his apparent sense of values. I 
realize of course a man's personality undergoes 
changes under pressure, but I still remember his words "it's just not alright that an American 
president can be shot down in the streets..." 
And it isn't. If this case and-the Kaplan are 
tied, we might really have something. 

If you prefer to write me at home: 

Alpes 966.5 
Mexico 10, D. F. 
Mexico 
Phone: 5.40.11-83 

Presidente 
CARLOS VISERAS 

Agencia EFE (Espana) 

Vice- Presidente 
EDUARDO SARATOV 

Agenda TASS (URSS) 

Secretario 
FERNANDO MAS 

(Vision EUA) 

Tosorero 
CARLOS FERREIRA 

Agencia Prensa Latina (CUBA) 

Jefe del Club 
SAM AZKINAZY 

Variety 
• 

Presidente Saliente 
PABLO MORALES 

Selecciones del Reader's Digest 

Jefe de Credenciales 
LUIS BARALT 

Selecciones del Reader's Digest 

Jefe de Finanzas 
NAOTAKE MOCHIDA 

NHK Radio TV (lapOn) 

Director del Club 
KATHERINE MANJARREZ 

S..• 	rely, 
/Parl Gonzalez 
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