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Duar vise Gonzales,

Uour unpostmarked lotter to me ofo Crngon - the stanps algo arc not cunculled - datod
9/4, wa: forwarded from iew iork day wefore yesterday and as Just reached ne. rlosse undope
staud two things: I will not be a friend to you if I tell you what I do not buliove siuly
because 1t uay be what vou seem to want to hear; and I have very lit:le tize, for I work too
lon; a day and can't keop up with the requircrwnts of ny own writing. Yhis also apologies
for th. typogruphical ervors I'li not ,ave time to corrects

I can't posaibly coliaborate on the haplan book, but i'd love to be sble to! It
should make an exciting une, anu u.thout obligation to you I will mention it to a friend
who 13 an editor with a large housc. llowev.ry to the degree I can, I will do wiat I can to
help you with it. Perhaps the first help would be caution. and in this cotwection I think
1'd best address Garricon and Lame directly and without subtleties.

Garrison is as bright, charuing and persuasive as you say. le is also irresponsidble,
wentally ill, and varies from genius to stupid from person to person, item 4o item. le does
amt did have a very bad back condition, s0 he was not ducking youe I huve seon hiu conceive
loml wmoves of brilliant siiplicity and unable to couprenend tiw sloplest facts of life, ile
Caur.ot abide being told hem is or migshi bo wrong, finds the cougany ol those not sycophants
intoleruile, hgs overconfidence in iis hunches which he soon translutes into readity in
hig own thinking, an¢ hasn't the romotest idea how to conduct an iavestitution. lis
"investication” was non—cxistent, and he wa:s led down ono primrose path aftcr anotho. by
those whose sole reco.mendation was thoir cloquence in fawning over liii, It Jyou wer: to
examine 4mne's initial cow «nte, aftor news of the Unrrison case Lroie, wad he made lis
way back frou uurope and compare them with hig well-reported and inerecivla statonment for
& lawyer after first leaving the presence, you's understand more sbout .uile » lww sharp and
unscrupwlous he is, how con ..reially perce .tive ana flexible. 5oty men have more than heal thy
eqos, aund, i: 1 nay pos: as an amateur shrink, although botween them they roe the lion's
share of tie at..ution grented those called "eritics”, thoy arc secretly depressed and
obsessed with thoir inability te come up with anything not already publis. Yorrison contributed
nothing but suspicions, and :.ost o1 the least irresposible ones are unoriginale I ean testify
to this trom permon knosledge should we ever be togethere I ecould hold torth for hours on
such theingse Mork milked Garrison as though he were a rpize cow, goin:g around =he country
(and kiliing the subject for all other speakers, seeningly in purpetudty, selliny hinselfl
a the wnofiicial spolecman for varrison, at scactiing like 1500 per ap.esruauce, kach in
his own way belivves tihe subject Lelongs to him, thus each is a Plagiarist pretondiug he
is a pubkic servant, Unce, when iisrk leit no laternative, having stolen and sisused some of
ny vaterial and then on a 1V ghow L gave him, he actually defended plaglerianm as o right.

S0, I begin by telling you a cmall part of what you may be unwilling to belicve, deither one
lilzes e because I do not fawn and tell them hou great they are when fhey are tho big cuss
visasters wo faced, donetheless, I abendoned @y own second book to so to Califormda at the
behest of wutual friends to get a Comndsaion lawyer off of Lnrk's backe .nd ncither y health
hor my finance: will ever rucover fro. thc last disaster from widell, iu vhe last idnute, *
saved Garrison, onu of hi. oum fairication, It ended up with hiu churging another sick man
in 5is enploy with bedng a top CIA agent, pure fictione Had I not, with excecting difiiculty
(for were I to not ¢he brilliance o. the soon, Jim would procl thv rompntic heouty of tha
moon I saw), been able to prevent the manumental stupddity he haa created, Uod knows wiat
the roault would have buca, but hiz own closcat la.yers told ne the supreme Court would huve
taken it upon itsgelf to disbar hime If you have the facilitios and time, you arc wulcomo to
corx: here and ramble thouch ny files widdex of correspondence with Rim and his puople, ot
even any ol the good, non-shaw material in that case was hise I arranged for most oi ths
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better witnesses, backgrowided hi: staft with aemos on all of these and sore I diin't
reco.oond, and supniled all tiw odicgl evidence, the e, hing in thet trial, all of
which was alresdy in a lisdted—edition Yook I huve not boem nble €5 ol ubli heg CO i
werelallys they diw as well as they could dith this,but they blew much of ity ne.dlessly,

Lo faet, 1 had agreod to be thoir t.chnical consultant on the Yexas data, was suppoucd to
wit at tie cownsel table with them \the New York 'M:ies reported e there), but I left Hely
in disgust widle the Jury was being empanelled and haven't becn bagk sinee, udy wifor dvable
crime wa: being righte 1 tolw then trey'd lose, why they would, and that witnh Ve wyproach .
they ere tawdiy;, o. widch I could w0t ve part, hey deserved to,

dowevery, I also boliove that in sue current prosecution Lo ig the vietim of
federal dishonesty. 1 ecan conceive of hin doing what is acceptable in seley with itg
special, really sui oneris Tolkways and mores, but not acceptablc clsevhers, but 1 do
not velieve pim o petty crock, I am persuaied that while he £ viered awey wast swis, he
had 1o such iucome as attributed to him, and if he did, he ig a crook, Ifor ix: dia not
and has not repaid aoncy 1 s pent for him and he knew I wa: and and an broies I have not
been i touch with hix on this but have been and ag witi one ot hi. people I trust and v

N trusts ne,

Hark is no better than a whore who hpvens also to bolieve “n sono goodl thiigs snd
is ca.ny coosugh to comercialige them,

S0, you know my feelings about both and you can diicount what you wiile If you act
on anything contrary to these opinions, you will learn soon cnowshe T eivher read you
the Lible you handed them and you watched them read it, unless you knov the pns age vy
rote you'd Lotiter check it sersonal .y bedor: you quate it,

dow on Kaplan, and I was awarc of thelr interest in hin, 4 n.ver heard any rational
roa.on to comuect lda wich Oswald or the JiK casee That he was Cla wekeo hin 1ice thousands
of others. i was in jail beiore Uswild went to “exicos What role couls bv guve? I an
awarc there are . .any thiug I d;: not imow, but until I get part this point, ny interest in
Kaplen has to be outside thc context of any asgassination. {(The Salac, but the way, is
truc of wy interest in Shaw, and I do have en interest in mim ae part oi tho ove,all story,
but not in any sense in tlk: role in widch Uarrigon casts ivin.)

Wi does not ixen that with the fajry=tale edited out, the dapian story is not a
faveinating onc, and considered this way, do you really need a collaborubors 1% files on
the Kaplen fund, ax they are publiched, are roadily available. I've lono. -inc vo another
rescarchers I would think thai for noreason you are giving a part o. your own long: vork way. -
If there is no real reason to wake any connection with the Jri assagsination, why? sad, if
you have any good reason Fow such a comncetion, I'd like to hear ite

Nizer is a snake, #o caretul oy auythin  he tells you. This does ot mean e ddd not
t:1l you the truth, wut frow ny exporiince with hinm, and 1t was surticient to end ids
debating carcer on the Warren deport, one flick or his forked tongue and instant evidence!
As the family lawyer, it gy have served hig intorest to be truthful, as also untruthfule
ness signt have.

Lelli § is vartly of the same character, frow wiat those who eow nin 8911 ice L kuow
that he also, althow h eatir 21y wninformed, was g talliative defeduer of the e Ton “eports

Of coursc, I do not know wiat you have on saplan and Shat murd.m, soms clomeonts of
the iexican police might now vo willing o say wiat they know, in their own iiterest but
I presume if they ey they woulu be protected, They shouid iiow ruche Jut they, or at
E least .any of them, alszo vork elosely with US agencles, =0 an ap rosch might be a ticilish
thing, unless you knew to whon JOU wore spealsing,
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Iou mntion your asrociation with Heuparts, so what I syy, b.licve and can readily
proove Lay slso ou wminleotve shey have done swhh fine work, have suwy shouifidant
Jourmalictic accomplichments to tacir crodil, bui were dsersble foilures on tio assessin
tionge & UYellove wwmer onc of fix more eminontly wndependable courcese

feturning; to Uarrison aud your quostioin, di. be have oo dey oo Lcourtd yese fu lad
no cuoe 03X ke adid he rdleged and he fluv.ed o nwber of lositliate cosese o f:heu in
oa 4 wnch, ouscored on 3.1., got diveofed into an dluneredibly insune co mdu slon ol ainy
theorics, waoted fdo.oll and ldo recscurees o thowt, ik thosv L cowl. fov, JLLG o2 '
1l _;itn.mam, charges wero never srought to trial, wot even charsede fow msi whet v Qidn't
present the evidence lie hoade Secause he had none. Chat was ali‘hot cipe iits :xn*,jury
charye has Mit.le ciunce, ang agin the sse do true, e rushed in aad ii i Sache ho
was eatively wiaware of waat I regard as o logilisabe perjuxy charye thal in s censc was
alroady velore a ,ury, as thv vse he £filed really was wath boo “loaton witucoocos (who arc
credible),

I have not =posen to hio simeo he Sook Lot ot iy Loavia sew U Urlians, amdl @ had
1it.le o do with cach othesr wu:ixmini; wbout 2/80, when his incampdunes ss an Luvestizator
becawe too ap-arent and 4 begoen to have doubis about his personsl iutegrd Ly a8 & undure
stand pecrsontal ilutugrily, the old=fashioned, not ayn wand, cone Pte I wosiced indepondently
anc tricd fo help hio utadl as best they couls o ol tleseslVen ol shrmos you ~tiribute
o ldmy avoubt an american Presiuent weing shot down on the tre is e smerdean city,
iz aot original vith hi.. Yet he is, iw vi: o.n right, avagniiicsnt writer, = ruch b -tier
writer tran that hedgepodge Herituge of Stone ige

wadly gewpde Uolduvs Gad Say Gl corpoet codin, avout thu ol :
out Tt deos nov Loake thew -u);“uualu SOULTES, UUCH 10T L.l o

w

Lodhwr aonas ingiionse
Laves aEOM uidln owmn
weandagful vork, docs Lot soan thoy el be credltew on Wiat thi, Saye Wy o thvn g
parrot. Thero lo gposter .".u" U WHCL wiohu s an eaortous ©go Yo eadelllsh and oorsuoaively,
to the wninforned, convey Uik veliel toutthe e.sellishuent 1T thw reality.

o

I box you do a naplun Lo e i Sheww 4w oawlp Lov owheel 1wt idnd siow, L913 be
Glad to ofter ife L oidwwedze, LoweVer, Loers hno to we go wthis, nere e eoy isen's
mtach to tie Mdm with the ascassination or z.‘)Nd.u. if you mew sow of th Boothor
hunchen, all of ulden he seetonded were golid iu cnd a1l avandesied, yvoto o eglond
tals besiore A WY, vichouf tic dubiows, i ¢ a0t & cpad salan Docice

sest regurcs ad goo In k,

, carold Vclaberg
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Mr. Harold Welsberg
Canyon Books

231 East 51lst Street
New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear Mr. Weisberg:

No doubt you have heard about the Joel Kaplan case
and his recent escape by helicopter from a Mexican
prison.

I spent over a year "working™ on the case while

a Peporter for the Mexico City News, and a
correspondent. for Ramparts. During the course of
limited investigation I met Jim Garrison and got
him to autograph your book "Oswald in New Orleans" =
and don't faint « Mark Lane was. there and autow
graphed it too, with a verbal aside, "Weisberg

ought to know I'm autographing his book!"

The reason the Kaplan investigation led to my
talking with Garrison is that we feel there is a
connection. Kaplan always insisted the whole
thing centered around the Bay of the Pigs "but
not in the way you think."

My polnt is slmply: Would you like to do a

book on the Kaplan case with me? No one has done

it. I have information in my files no one else

has, I've interviewed Nizer, members of the Kaplan
famlly and others on the story which so far, no

one has been able to pilece together. It's definitely
a CIA job and you seem to talk my language, although
I must admit my sources and resources have kept me
from the kind of investigation evidentally open to
yOoue.

Other than the above, I would so much appreciate your
opinion on what happened to Garrison as no matter
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what the opposition says, I don't believe he had
his day in Court. I never knew why he didn't
bpresent the evidence he had - he could merely

have presented your books and made an impact.
Iiving here keeps one from E2Xking keeping

in touch to put it mildly e 30 I would also

like to know what your opinion is about Garrison's
indictment., What has happened to the per jury
charge he had going?

Have you spoken to hinm lately? I tried to see
him a year ago in New Orgeans but he was hospitalized
with 2 supposed back injury.

Somehow, I believe in this man.
he thinks and his apparent sense
realize of course & man's personality undergoes
changes under pressure, but I still remember his
words "it's just not alright that an American
president can be shot down in the streets,.."
And 1t isn't, If this case and.the Kaplan are
tied, we might really have something.

I like the way
of values, I

If you prefer to write me at home:

Alpes 966e5
Mexico 10, D. F.
Mexico

Phone: S5«40«11.83

)

hectely,
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10022
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