-lived with a woman, not his wife, at 1806 Independence Avenua.

December *7; 1967 = =@

TO: JIM GARFRISON, District Attorney
'h
FROM: JAMES L. ALCOCK, Assistat District Attorney

—_—

TS

Re: [ EDWARD JULIUS GIRNUS, Prison 8A-90428-A

EDWARD JULIUS GIRNUS was interviewed at the United State Peni-
tentiary in Atlanta, Georgia..on December 5, 1967. He was in thay
institution for a violation of the Dyer Act (interstate trans-
portation of stolen vehicles). GIRNUS stated he owed the Stata o
virginia 28 years for various unspecified criminal violations.

As GIRNUS recalls, he was raeleased from the United States
Panitentinry at Leavenworth, Kansas, on January 11, 1963 -- his
rap sheet indicates he was releasad on February 14, 1963, He was
in that institution for intarstate transportation of a forged
instrument. Immediately upon his release, GIRNUS moved to
Pasadena, Texas, which is just outside of Houston. Being on 21
month conditional release, he had to report to a federal parole
officer every thirty days. While in Pasadena he used the name

of EDWARD STARK. ;

Sometime in February or early March, 1963, GIRNUS made a trip to
New Orleans. He was down here looking for some old friends. He
stayed at a hotel one block off of Canal Street, on or near North
Rampart Street. He did not find the persons he was looking for
so he returned to Pasadena, Texas. While ha stayed in Pasadena,
he lived on South Randal Street. He couldn'k recall the straet
number.

In March, 1963, GIRNUS moved to Wace, Taxas. While there he

Sometime in March or April, 1963, GIRNUS moved to Dallas, Texas.
He was still with the woman he met in Waco, and he stayed at the
S5t. Georga Hotel. The S5t. Gsorge is on Elm Street wo blocks
from the Racords building. At this time he was using the name
EDWARD STARK almost exclusively. During this pericd GIRNUS was
charged with embszzlement from a gunsmith who owned two gun shops
in Dallas. (GIRNUS' rap sheat shows an embezzlament charga was
nolle prossad in Dallas on May 18, 1964). Also during this stay
in Dallas, GIRNUS, using tha names of STARK, frequented the
Thzatre loungs, Circus loungs and the Diamond Bo:seshoe lounge.
GACK RUBY allagsdly ownad one of th2se lounges.

GIRNUS asszcclated with somz of the strippars from these clubs.
Most of thsss girls staysd at th= Blue Bonnet Hotel on Commzrca
Streseti. Througn hiy assocjation with thesa psople and thase

ciubs, GIALUS met a frisnd of JACK RUBY's who was intarastsd in

buying guns. This man, who GIRNUS wculd not identify, was
associated with 2 rzbid right-wing group who had access to largas
amounts of money. GIRNUS also met a man from New Orlsans through

this group “sho was interssted in purchasing guns. AsS a rasult o€

S Qoivrmenzint Lzl Zhz Zzn Zrom New Orleans, GIRNUS movad ko
TS ety TIILTIE wrould not idantifee this man from
t



I_aiLlet;nz:fll_-,r knaw some people who wantad ko buy som2 guns. SHAW
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GIRNUS want to Leesville in.a Picklp Ertck he had purchased in Oak
Cliff using the name of RITTNER. RITTNER is supposed to be an
engineer from New Orleans. GIRNUS had somehow gotten his
identification papars. i ) :

GIRNUS arrived in Leesville sometime in early April, 1963. He
moved in with a woman who owned a bar and gambling joint by the
name of Marie's Hideaway. The woman's first name was MARIE.
While in Leesvilla, GIRNUS became associated with an organization

known as the Democratic Club. The membership of the club consisted

of both military and civilian personnel. The organization usad a
private club named the Ponderosa for their functions.

At this time, GIRNUS was huyidg and sellxng guns. He bought most
of his guns from some military men he had met at the club. During
this time he shot a sergeant, but" paid-$800 and no charges were
pressed. The sergeant's name was FOWLER and after the shooting he
was transfgrred to Fort Sam Houston in Texas. GIRNUS made saveral
Erips to New Orleans with the guns and ammunition. He thought the
guns were ending up ultimately in Central America.
| . ol
On one of these trips to New Orleans in May or June, 1963, GIRNUS
met CLAY SHAW. On this particular trip GIRNUS, using thes name of
EDWARD STARK, stayed at a big hotel which had a street-lavel
garage facing Chartres Street. The garage was at the back of the
hotel and it was near tha Alpine Restaurant and Bar. GIRNUS met
SHAW in the Alpine Restaurant and Bar. He was introduced ko SHAW
by a man who owns an apartment hcuse on Exchange Alley cr rlace.
This apartment building has a courtyard. The man who owns it is
a homosexual. He is short, fat, wears glasses, bald and everytime
GIRNUS saw him he was wearing bermuda shorts and sometimes he
would be walklng a dog.

When GIRNUS mat SHAW on this occasion, he was with a group of
people. A man who owned a bar in tha Quartar by the name of MAXIE
WOOD or WOODS was in the group. Also, there was a woman who was
either presently WOOD(S) wife or ex-wife. She also ownad a bar.

A New Orieans Police Sergeant who owned a cafe or bar was also
presant. The police officer was heavy set with brown hair. . He
did not wear glasses. ’

SHAW spoke to GIRNUS a little while, and Huring the —onversation
invited GIRNUS (STARK) to his home in Hammond, Louisiana. GIRNUS
felt that everyone in the group knew of his gun running activitiess
About 8 or 9 days after this initial meeting with SHAW, GIRNUS |
returned to New Orlsans from Leesville. He stavad at a motel on
the Airlins Highway, but hs cannot remembsr its nama. He want to
a bar in the Quartsr =-- tha one the woman at thes Alpine bar

ownad -- and met a man who he deemad to bs tha managar. Ha and
this man (name and description unknown) wank by car to an office
in a huilding in the cantral businsss district near Sears Rosbuck.

SHAW was in the office and they startad talking about guns. SHAW

made a telephone call, and somsEims thereaftsr two men came to the
office. One of the men was LEE HARVEY OSWALD. OSWALD was intro-
duced by SHAW to GIRNUS as LEZ. GIRNUS cannot remembar the name

of the man who came in with OSWALD, He waes wsall dressed in a
businass suit, 5'11" tall, 210 zcunds, ard kr had dark black hajs,
OSWALD was wsaring khaki pants and = *w-‘<r c-rt,. This mastinc i
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Thxs conversaktion centared pr;nc1pally on Central and South
America -— the bast way to get there and the general living
conditions. GIRNUS, who said he had traveled quite a bit in
Central America, told OSWALD what he knew about these countries.
Suddenly, at this poxnt in the interview, GIRNUS told me he did
not want to give me any more details. He said the institution
(penitentiary) bugged him, and he did not want to talk any furthexn
lest he get himself into a storm.(He was obviously committing
crimes in this area, and was fearfulof prosecution). He said he
did not realize I would be taking down everything he said. He
told me he weculd have someone in Atlanta send me a pickture of two
people. One of the persons in the picture was LEE OSWALD. He
said the picture was taken in Mexico. _Additionally, he was
sending me an FAA flight plan “Which would ba self explanatory and
helpful in our investigation. FERRIE-allegedly had something to
do with the flight recorded on the flight plan. .

I assurad him we wera only interested in facts that aided us in
our investigation, but he still refused to go on with a fact-
detailing interview. So I put my pad away, and engaged him in
general conversation about the prison. During this conversation
I was able to elicit a few more facts.

The last time GIRNUS saw OSWALD was when he drove him to Catulla,
Texas. This trip took place sometime in September, 1963. While
in Catulla, GIRNUS introduced OSWALD to a friend of his who was
an ex-Mexican army man. OSWALD and GIRNUS' friend went into
Mexico through Laredo, Texas. Their trip had somsthing to do
with getting OSWALD a passport. ;

GIRNUS attended several parties where SHAW was present. Akt least
one of these took place in Hammond, Louisiana. GIRNUS thought
it was SHAW's home, but he was not sure of this. OSWALD was at
this particular party which took place in a large colonial brick
house which had a big yard all around it.

Though GIRNUS terminated this particular interview abruptly and
at a crucial time, I feel he will talk to me further. .

————

s AR e eia s bvn v ek



f‘:’ J

Wﬁ b'm

MUY
WK 2R

ATawalylX=

R ATEN AN

Box P MB -
ATLANTA. GA. 30315 POSTAGE AND FEES PAID
— F.8.P.

To. N VAVALRLE

DSTRICT AFTORVEYT CFEPRICE
2700 Tig #2745 A E .

! W Srdetd 70029
AZir No.)

(/%4

© Beicn 0{’(/1*4;—'44’! o i 5

-




C'r/??#lu.pl.bl' i

-2700% Clrew . ."‘u"q
S g

X0 2 . 70174 .5%‘23‘-

e N | |
f Httlic aticeredl ML&% Locccecee
sl cad bl et M%/ml-&c L%zﬁ,‘/,_&w
: &JM Ao wllat o ZrpaZlort ygo .
Jooriiad ot locer &‘la—u- ,u-c-uc{) .L'/f, bee T coren
va.aé/l Z‘ﬁ/.».' W‘C/&éu#.‘d- M%flé’_“& icrebto
tatreecs e oo /1—544“-‘4- we T ‘W“"f’é‘*’“"
d.u-cilz )f .ué—a, AMU-&-’-?J—— 'chee 1.{.&1 Cet L2 Zﬁ a\‘-’;!dvdzutd
oz thoe & m.ealc.«&-,‘\-:%jﬁm ahectld o i
CCZM&- Gk % Tt v ﬁu—c@ wf\.“.i’l:Q CEteli Cee T
’ﬁ‘d.’i %/_cfuc_¢u&Q zetl A é’m :
/éféﬁttﬂmgg/%uw gey/2f

s ‘ ‘wlje-;e’ Vet 7]/-@1.
ﬂz‘fmoﬁf) XA FaF/5
.-
i



Ji Gammison
Duruer ATTORNRY

DisTriCcT ATTORNEY
Parisu orF ORLEANS
STATE OF Lousstana
2700 TuLANE Avenug
NEw ORrLEANS 70119~

Rugust 31, 1967 LT

Mr, Bdwar_F Girnus
No. 90428
United States Penitentiary

”~

Atlanta, Georgia ¢ ses)

Dear Mr. Girnus,

This office is writing you in regard to confidential

. information that Was received which reveaied that you

$L,

Bince we are not in r'eceipt of any voluntary information
from you, we are soliciting your cooperation in thig

matter mainly to determine if thie confidential information
is true and correct and, if so, to gain Your complete
confidence in aseisting this office.

The main points of this confidential information stated
that you have knewledge about Clay show as Cla Bertrang
and also Lambert. 1t further relates to a Sanchez Dpiaz,

We feel .that {f these facts are true, you could greatly
33sist this office, Your prompt reply in this matter
will be appreciated. ) )

If you are able to make & long distance phone call, we may
be azble to clear up the matter much faster. 1f 80, call
Area Code 504 - 822-0584 collect,

Very truly yours,

C. J. NAVARRE

Investigator

District Attorney's Office
CJ/bb 1 T
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