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Dear Gerry, 	

4/6/90 How vendetta it will be if your father-Up/law can get here so aeon after the 
appeovalal Our hopes are with you! 

The Probability is that Jerry and his wife won t go away. this summer. They've 
almost finished putting a room onto their house so th6 old lady won't have to sleep in the 

living roam because she is unable to handle stairs. They are fortunate in having a fine 

crow that is working both well and wooer rapidly. She ' s coning along very yoU 
but they do not leave here in the house aimed, An of now early June looks fins. And by then we should not have any predictions of 

anew, as we have for tonight. Where you come from snow in April is not unusual but here 

it is. 

There are new motels with which I' e had no experience but none is sore than 15 

minutes from here. I think you stayed at he holiday Inn. Dave used to but last, time he 

was at the Bed Horse Inn, across the highway from the noliday. Cost less. Used to be 
better but now they are about the same. Be said the-re WOO an appreciable difference in 

the prices. The university made the arrangements for him. Two of those a little farthur 
away are pees Inn and Qual4ty. 

Jerry is getting to be quite an expert on the sub1ect4eiter of your very good 
Proposal. And in learning how so many of the government's records can't be found. The . 

FBI's stonewalling is not new to him, though, and he seems to have found their records 

he did get hold quite a bit of useful information. You can't expand your syllabus very much but you may want to see if you can 
dqueese in anything about the evidentiary hearings. If you do not have a copy of the 
mimitrial transcript and want one, I have it. (I gave it that Dame in the era of niniakirts.) 

Those who do not know what it really was' say take' the wrong thing from your use of 

the FBI's description of its dirty-wroks, "Counterintell1,gence.2 The learned their Orwell 

well! 

He King's educations Crozier was not a black institution. I knew a white preacher 

who 'dame there and being in Cheater, Pe., it was probably largely if not mostly white. 

I'm not femiliar with collegiate teaching perspectives of the late '40s and early '50s 

but I'm inclined to believe that there was lase fear and apprehension then than later. The 

Bold war 'cannot as deep as it became in its ehilling. I think. And Mass. may have been 
less no, freer, than most states. But he sm was a remarkable men and. I suspect 'that fine 

as his academic achievements were he also was self-dm educated in his readinga think he 

was always More radical than generally weaved. For use we are (IC, thanks, and happily J41 is getting to the and of the tax 
season. Ho Auks of blOom in our - ddigwoods and azalea but Other trees were in blew maybe 

a month ago and we'd had jonquils for more than a week. Probably much of the local fruit 

cop was killed by a very cold north. Forecast for up to 4" of snow tonight! If you did not send Jerry a copy I'll show him your proposal. 

Our best, 



Dear Harold, 	 4/4/90 

Thanks for the letter of 3/23. There is no problem with . 
re-scheduling our visit to Frederick. In fact, making the trip a bit later 
will make it easier for the rest of my family to cane. I plan to take the 
summer off from teaching. My wife has been increasingly busy working at 
the hospital counseling diabetes patients, but her schedule is still 
somewhat flexible. For now, lets plan on June 2-4. We would probably leave 
here on Friday, June 1st and arrive that night. We would then stay through 
Sat., Sun., and early afternoon on Monday—I-will-make reservations ahead of 
time at one of the local motels. You do not have to ask Jerry if he could 
put us up, besides one of the things our kids like most about traveling is 
staying at the motel. Nonetheless, I do hope Jerry will be around so we can 
see him. 

One possible event which could disrupt these plans would be 
the arrival of my wife's father from Vietnam, which could happen at any time. 
My wife will fly out to California when he does come. Senator Hollings office 
came through for us in terms of expediting sane of the paper work. I will 
certainly keep you advised on any changes in our plans. 

Just last week, I, along with a colleague in the history dept. 
(Prof. Joseph Killian), submitted a proposal for a special topics course 
next Jan. 1991 entitled, "The FBI, Martin Luther King, and the Civil 
Rights Movement". I have enclosed a copy. Prof. Killian does not know a 
whole lot about this, but he does have a background in black history and he 
teaches a course on the history of. the Constitution which should be helpful. 
Also, the more we have talked about the course the more excited he has gotten 
about learning about the FBI's effort to spy on and undermine the civil 
rights movement. I have written to Jerry to see how he feels about caning 
down here as a guest speaker. 

I, at long last, finished Racial Matters. I have recently picked 
up Garrow's biography of King, Bearing the Cross. Among other things, I have 
been surprised at the depth of King's education. It is interesting to see 
how King's views began to take shape. From Garrow's account, it appears King 
embraced sane pretty radical positions, particularly when you consider that 
he was educated during the late 40's and early 50's. 

I hope you and Lillian are well and are enjoying warmer spring 
weather. The azaleas and dogwoods have been in full bloom here for over a 
week. 

Best Wishes, 



For Interim 1991__ 
	

0 Theme Group 
WOFFORD COLLEGE 

FORM FOR FACULTY MEMBERS' PROPOSALS FOR INTERIM PROJECTS 

Respond to each item. Submit proposal, tvoewritten or in orint-out, on this form. 

************************************************* 

PROPOSAL BY Professors G. Ginocchio &  J. Killian 

 

  

Signature, department chairman 	  

A. Project title. 
The FBI, Martin Luther King, and the Civil Rights Movement 

B. Describe the project in a well-composed statement for the Interim booklet. 	This project will 
document, analyze, and discuss the unprecedented effort on the part of the FBI 
to spy on and attempt to divide and undermine the civil rights movement in the 
19608 and early 1970s. Although many civil rights leaders looked to the Justice 
Department and the FBI to enforce newly-won civil rights against deeply 
entrenched local resistance, J. Edgar Hoover's FBI saw black militance as the 
major problem facing America and not white resistance to abolishing discrimination. 
The FBI's surveillance and counterintelligence projects targeted groups as widely 
varying in program and rhetoric as SCLC and the Black Panthers. Among all the black 
leaders to emerge during the 60s, no one was pursued more relentlessly than Martin 
Luther King, Jr.. The project will conclude with a look at the assassinatXon of King 

C. 	
eva h— - 

61RgiettgtINPalitgiMcliflogliVeldiTrorniltrirticnitalitnit,ltregiCierPlonilnttnaiercai or content Will 
be involved in the project. (a) it will be team-taught, combining knowledge of the history 
of the black struggle, constitutional issues, and some familiarity with FBI 
operations in the 60s and 70s. 
(b) will involve students in reading and analyzing primary source materials 
(i.e., FBI documents obtained through FOIA litigation. See attached McKnight articles) 
(c) will examine an important chapter in our history which has, regretfully, 
been little explored. 

D. Enrollment, prerequisites, expenses 
I. Proposed maximum enrollment. 	25  	If not at least 20, please attach explanatory 

statement 
2. Academic prerequisites and/or other restrictions to enrollment, if any: 

none 

3. Check here 	and attach explanatory statement if enrolling students by computer seems 
not feasible for the project. 

4. Expected maximum project expense per student, and the items it covers: 
Approx. $50-60 for books and xeroxing documents. 

E. Will any off-campus activity be Elguired for the project? Yes 	; No  3E  
If yes, what will be its nature and duration? 	' 

F. Provide a week-by-week syllabus to show fully your plans for accomplishing the educational 
objectives of the project 

* see attached sheet 

G. Show the requirements students in the project will be expected to meet (Include specific read-
ings. Indicate the number and types of tests, papers, reports, or journals required; show the 
requirements for discussion, participation, and any other activities or products.) 
Basically, students will be evaluated on the basis of: (1) strict attendance 
(no more than 2 cuts will be allowed; more than 2 cuts will mean failing); 
(2) will have to turn in answers to 75-100 study questions on one of the required 
books; (3) will have to complete a term paper (over 12 pages). Failure to do 
(2) or (3) or doing unacceptable work on both (2) and (3) will result in a failure 
for the project. 

S 

3/90. 



D. 
1. Explanatory statement on enrollment: 

We believe trying to accommodate 40 
students would be unwieldy, particularly in terms of working with the 
FBI documents. We plan to have students work in teams of 2 or 3 on 
those materials and even with 25 that would mean there would be 
several groups. As the syllabus below indicates,we also plan to have 
each team give a class preeentiti6n during the finalWeek—Of 
which would certainly be more feasible with 25. 

F. Week-by-week syllabus: let Week: Background on the Civil Rights Movement. 
See videotape presentations (eg. selections 
from the "Eyes on the Prize" series). 
Begin reading "Racial Matters": The FBI'd Secret 
File on Black America, 1960-1972 by Kenneth 
O'Reilly, and begin working on study questions. 
Organize team projects. 

2nd Week: Begin working on FBI documents. 
Toward end of week, begin The FBI and Martin 
Luther King, Jr.: From "Solo" to Memphis by 
David J. Darrow. 
Finish "Racial Matters"; study questions due at 
end of week. 

3rd Week: Tentative: guest speaker, Prof. Gerald D. 
RWIliErwho is currently working on a book 
on the FBI and the Poor Peoples' Campaign of 1968. 
Continue with Garrow's book. 
Work with team projects. 
Begin Frame-Up: The Martin Luther King - James  
Earl Ray Case by Harold Weisberg. 

4th Week: Video on the King assassination and critical 
• analysis of it. 

Presentation of team projects. 
Term papers due at the end of the week. 
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