Hypnosis Yielded Clue
In Death Of Lucier

By RONALD J. LAWRENCE
Of the Pest-Dispatch Stalf

SECOND OF A SERIES

Investigators seeking clues to the killer
of Phillip 1. Lucier on July 24, 1970,
turned to hypnosis a few months later in
an attempt to identify the man who
placed a bomb in the Clayton telephone
company executive's car.

They did not know about the swindle of
a New Orleans gambling racketeer,
Santo J. DiFatta, by three 5t. Louisans
or their fear that the bomb was meant
for them or their attorney.

For years, authorities groped for a
credible motive. They did not know that
DiFatta had been making threats for the
return of $260,000 at the time of the
bombing. They did not have the informa-
tion that now leads them to conclude that
Lucier was a victim of mistaken identi-
ty.

But on the day of the bombing,
investigators did have an eyewitness, 2n
unusual factor in a kiliing of this kind.
There was, however, no way of knowing

“noticed Schwartz about to back his car

TR

13 Fee7)

that DiFatta was the man the eyewitnes:
has since positively identilisd.

DiFatta says that although he now i
the prime suspect in the death of Lucier
he knows nothing of the events of July 24
1970. He did_say, however, in an inte1
view with the Post-Dispatch in Ney
Orleans, that he was angry at beinj
swindled and wanted “to get a gun ang.
go up there (to St. Louis) and kill thos
thre~ guys.”

A sliange set of circumstances gavy
authorities the eyewitness in the parking
lot of the Pierre Laclede Center, and ar
even stranger set placed Lucier thets ot
July 24, 1970.

Shortly before noon that day, Lucie
and two associates in Continental Tels
phone Co. in Clayton decid2d on the spun
of the moment to have lunch at the St
Louis Club in the nearby Pierre Lacledd
Center at 7701 Forsyth Boulevard.

Lucier was unaware. of course, that
two of the swindlers had oflices in LheE
Pierre Laclede, as did Theodore F.
Schwartz, the swindlers’ attarney and
representative in severa! meetings with
DiFatta. b

Nor was Lucier aware that his black
Cadillac was similar in many respects to
Schwartz's black Lincoln Continental,
Both were equipped v:ith mobile tele- |
phone antennas and both had four digit
license numbers.

Nor did Lucier know that Schwartz
parked everyday in the same space on
the lot and rarely left in his car for
lunch. But this day was diff=rent.

At 12:13 p.m., Lucier drove into the [
Pierre Laclede lot. It was full. He
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out of its slot and pulled back to wait.
*'I waved because we had met before,"
Schwartz recalled later,
When Schwartz left, Lucier pulled ina
the space and Lucier and his two
associates went in the building to lunch. |
About 25 minutes later, an out-of-town
businessman drove into the crowded lot
and noticed that the driver of a black}
Cadillac appeared to be ready to lea:o.
The businsssman waited.
“1 saw & man in the “river's ceat,” he
recalled. “The door of the car was opon L
slightly and the man's foot v.as outs;dc.r—
After a few minutes, | fuessed the man
was waiting for someor2. Then he lool: "'
back (1 me) for a glance, pulled his mll

insids, shut the door and sa: there.”

The businessman parked in another
space. He walked past the Cadillac on
his way to have lunch in the Pierre
Laclede building. The man still was
inside the car.

“It never occurred to me to look
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closer; there was nothing suspiciou: " f
the businessman said. (Later, he r.-
called that the man in the Cadillac could
have b&an working with something under
the dashbonrd.)

In the restaurant, the businessman
heard that there had been an explosion.
and went t2 the parking lot. As socn as
he saw Lucier being remaved from the
shattered automabile, 1~ realized that
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Fleanwhil2, a Chesterfield financial
consultant, one of the men wha had
swindled DiFatta, returned to ks offica
in the Pierre Laclade Dullding. Fiva
years later, he to!d authoritics that oq
the afternoon Lusior had Been Lill~d Fe
had received a telephene call from
DiFatta. DiFatto to'd bim that the bamb
had been meant for someene involved in
the swirdle and demanded the return of
his $£250,000 — $1£9,000 in cash and
$110,C20 in collateral rotes, the {inancial
co~zultant said,

‘the consultant, a University City ac-
countant and St. Lovis Insurance man
Benjomin D. Feinstein cf Noc't Hill vora
principal figures in the swindle. Fein-
stein refused to dizcuss his role, The
financial consultant and the accountant °
both egreed to co-operate with the Past.
Dispateh if they were gronted enonymi-

4 ty. Both expressed concern for their

safety,

After the bombing the latter tvo men
and Schwartz, their attornoy, armced
themselves and had burglar alarms
installed in their ears. Schwvartz roealiad
that someone had tried to Freak into s
car a chort time bofera the bombing o3 it
stood in the driveway of his Uriversity
City kzme. He had his car “hetaired,”
so that it an explosive device vas
attaci:cd to the wiring it would expleda
immediately, ~ i

Ferzty-cight hours after the bombins,
thz aceountant azd the financial e =rul.
tunt seugit oot Howard Feaiedly, on
anant fer the Federal Dureau o Invest-

.cation. At a secrct mesting in Furost
J-Park, they told him they vere cariain

the bomb had been meant for tham er for
Schwartz. Thay tald Fenrody that ooy
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hod sirdled DiFatta out of £272,070 ord

The FDI denled Saturday that there

that he was making threats for the
turn of his money,

ad bezen such a meeting. An FBI
spoltesman said that the swindlers did
convey seme vague informaticn many
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Orieans that DiFatta had planned. Asa -
1l _Ialuunymuhad

ﬁesd'l rlelng wira service and that
r had been killed when be resisted.
‘his [dea has since boca dlccuunted.)
| Giorﬁn the Post-Dispatch has been
; ‘got fn ‘with Carlos Mareello,
i &m HMafia chicfinin, shortly
fiex the bombing and to!d him touz2 kis |
b am to prevent further violence -
-are. Giordano ropariedly said that lt-n
100 much Foat already.”
i Fnr the hrﬂ ,u.w weeks atter I’

; m\-mp: 1o #ppeasa him,

fuasinSt: Louls on thar day, but that his
nwomney, Georgs W. Gl Jr., woald ot
it himr to atténd the meeting at
ch the notes were returned, The
muﬂ the Post-Disruich that ot
aﬂﬂs mmlns. “'DiFatta incicated That
could hoppen to you.™! -

‘B Dian the Post-Dispatch that
s in August he u;'::mml:'ﬂ Pmklm;i
ty ing i1 my min
Stold mh&n take a detective ;.|o§g. To

‘,Muy it ufe.dzmh these l[.:u;s (the
- | )yw nntl:’mwu o
Lt

Erop) ﬂ n.mn. nn-'-m. a I’in!!-ﬂm
e ﬁmFam'l new attornzy, David
“Hievy, md;nlw tludm ~swindlers,
- riz and g Tampa, Fla,
':hmer l!mycmles"
- Levy read a staternent in which he
L -demanderl DiFatta's §150,009 in cash *
2¥ulthin six kours, The statemcnt 1e2d in
Bt
Er"“l’. DiFatta has a wife and children.
** Your relaining 61 Mr. DiFaun’s moncy
« without just cause is hurtirg nct oaly Mr.
.DlFam. but his wife and ‘hildren. Mr.
iFatta does not fike to ee his family
£o 1 am sure you would rot like to
'!ee your family hurt, If you have any.
=~ *Therelore, in order that you rectify
-lﬂs unpleasant situation, demand Is
‘made upon you for full payment

r-dsl ,000 within six hours ... Are you at

-ﬂll! time prepared to pay $150,0002"

=~ <the swindlers were not prepared 1o
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DiFana to}d the Post-Dispatch thit he
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eply the $150,070. They could not,
use they did not have it. Mcst ol it
{0.the mastermird of the

was read, DiFatta went to ge2 thea
Urited C1ates Altor=2y Prnisl Dot
Jr Pl e oaid 150t DiFatia weated |
offir2 o blo,
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Krnr-lh R. Britieman, then en 2osist-

ant u S. attorney £ad rotw in ['ITI'J“"' h v

gt =2 ymg ot M tirge

r.p 1ad DFatin Hetold = repetee M*

{107 in 1075 that samacne bad mads o
wremark at the mecting that il action
Wm nct takcn in the DiFutia gwis

dned 2 vy Eny mumory.
» Onder Lyprosid, oo

Jriir.ess e chlo

to recall in detall the paysicn v
tica of tha man I'2 faw in Lucici’s cr. A
2w days Iater, B2 participated when a
‘epmposite drawing was meds by a
Chicago police spoclalist, baced on the

* Information the witness had givea under

hypnnsis. But the drawing did pct Ioad to

iécnuruulan of a possible susnzet.
The investipation of Lucler’s death
nm\md to a stundstill and DiFatta’s
~elforts to collict his monzy virtually
-ecaxd until Ry 23, 1971, whea e mailz

what he d xerited Io'“ﬁle l‘ustsm'patch i
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-District Attcm: a:i Junbam':m. asking -

“that Garrizun cxteadite the swirliors o

 Cor-. Ja

MNew Orleans, **IHhga ht with this bind cl :

essure T eould gut tny mons hac‘k 2
:gFalutd'!: %:nr e
. Vnknowa to DiFaua, Gerval: was an
undercover infermant for the Govern- .
sment, which was-about to, prosocute -
~Garrisoa and several palice a'ﬁ:lals on
.charges of accepting bribes to protect
Eamb!lrg. The conv.rsation belween
“DiFa o= Gervais wo s recordsd and n
;lr:m.m::i*l later was -mrnduﬂd into .
courl.
pgpris o later, D|l'atm wus lndu:l-

e Ry _.s..__......... s L
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_Alcubol, Tox and Fircarms, which Inves-

on DiFauta and
i

o DLV S Ssesse open
ﬂl by a federal grand, in New -
on.charges of m% racke.
sering in connection with_his New
‘Orleans piaball machine operntica; Il2 |
p!ead"d guilty and was, placed on ™o
* probaticn. s =
‘In 1573, at Garrison's lrhl‘ l"ian
testified as a povernment vitnxes that he
had pald protection money of £100 a
week for two years until 1963 to e Hipped
off about plnb:l!l maching raids,
Dut £1ill no sernection with the Lucicr
Killins 2orfzodin S1. Louls,
Five year3 later, in 1975, the Burcau of

tipates bombings, and'the lf.-d'cr-‘l Ocane
rized Crime Sirike Force, decided 1o
mm: all unsolved bmbims:'fn 8L,
:Lavis. During this review, a sungee teld
.the Post-Dispaich, infnrma was
cltm:d that NiFaita had W‘ ‘
_that fvo of the “swindiers ‘and -_y
oz, lhotrhmyer.mﬂﬁﬁtc »»fnthe
I‘:erre Lacleds Pullding, =0
Al that point, intemmlng lhe swiin-

.dlers was a routinz inguiry. Rut when
Investipators tall'cd to the accountant
. and the financial censultant they formnd

_that the two had related the infonnaticn
‘their fears to the FBI
: mecting




