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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date __4/16/68 ‘ .

. L. JIMSON TUGENEL GROKMLEY, Depuly Sheriff,
Shelby County Sheratf*s Office, s white male, age 40,
residing at 4124 Nonnie Avenue, telephone 386-6034, furnished
thr following informatfon . .

On April 4, 1968, h~ was assignod to Tactical
Unitl 10, which concasted of thyee vebicles and twelve officers,
both Deputy Sher 164 and YWemphis Poljce Officers. The
Neputly Sherdfis, an atldylion 1o GHOWMLEY asusigned to Tactical
Unjt 10 were W, J, BEC:Y, G, M. RXER, K A, DU FOUR, V, V,
DOLLANISE, and I, W, 42KV, Mamphis Police Offjcers assigned
Lo Tactical Unit O were OFffeer PO ASS , GHNSS, DUNN,
LANDERS | WRIGHT an:d Mourgs

At aboul 6:00 PM on Apri) 4, 1968, Tactical Unit 10
had stopped at the Memphits Fiie Department Engine House
Jocated at Main and Butler | about block southwest of the
Lorraine Motcl, and the unit wa< In that location when a
Hegro male detective ran snto Lhe (fre station and Blated
that Doctor KING had been sthot,  Npon hearing thig, the
menbers of Tactical Umit 10, Including GHONMLEY ran east
on Butler to Mulbcerey aml north on Mulbersry toward the
Lorraine Molel. %hile on route, GHOCRWLEY observed a number

~+  ©f Negro males and femados sstanding on the balcony of the
wolel pointing towards: a busldiug weiit of the motel, the
front of which wax Jorated on S, Maln Street,

CHOEMLEY waw Offacer DU FOUR running up the stairs
of Lhe Lotraine Motel toward the balcony where Doctor KING's
body was Jysap. 11 FOUE was (ol lowed closely by Off icer
PAKER. DU FOUE and BAKKE, an Lhat order, would have been the
first officers (o roach-K i,

GHOEMITY alro cow Ollieoy LAWUEPS scale a wall on
Lhe west s)de ol Molberry Strert and eater a back yard, i
which he later dedsomaind 1o have bieen behind Lhe buildings

known as 418, 422} 2wl 471 &, Watn Street, E 3 ¢£&
éc ~D-5¢
On o NCIOVOD o Pomghiny Tonmesnod o ME 4A981-BET
M .
b SA THOMAS L., BUCKLEY bs dictated 4/16/68

This document containa neither r-m'.'_‘-e'.'_-'—. ndutivne neow conclusions of the FBI, It is u{_m;n;hp«ty of the FBI and ia loaned to
Your ngency; il and its contents are &5 10 be diatrilided o pide your Agency. -
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Secaing the people on the balcony pointing toward
the building on Main Streel, Officer GHORMLEY stopped and
retraced his steps around the fire station and ran north
on Main Street. As he approached the building at 424 §,
Main, ho noticed a #uitcase, blue in color, a rifle box, which
was partly open and what appeoared 1o be a blanket lying in
the doorway at 424 §. Main, He could o8 the barrel of a
rifle in the rifla box. At thiw Lime, a white male whose name
he later determined was Wr, CANTYE, came to the door of 424
S. Main and advised him that 3 whiie male, who CANJPE des-
cribed as tall, a 11ttl» on the heavy side, wearing a dark colored
possibly black wult, a shirt and tie, having dark colored
hair posasibly black, momnnts before had depoaited these
articles in the doorway and had then run south on Main Street.:

Using his walkjc-talkje radio, GHORMLEY advised
his dispatcher of the information provided by Mr, CANIPE,
He also guarded the articles lying in the doorway so no
one would dicturb them, Upon talking further to Mr. CANIPE,
he learned from CANXVE 1hat “hortly after the white male who
left the ahove describrd articles in CANIPE's doorway, had
run frouth on Main Streot, that CARIPE had noticed a white
. Muatang automobile drive past thut location at a high rate
- of Bpred headed nocth on Main., AL this time, Officer GHORMLEY

again used his rodio to advige hin dinpatcher of this
information.

The next officer fo arrive at GHORMLEY's location
waz Officer DOUGLASS, who drove the station wagon assigned to
Tactical Unit 10 from ita location at Lthe fire station to
@ location dircetly in front of 424 S, Main where Officer
DOUGLASS double parked the station wagon and aided in guarding
the evidonce lefi by the above desersbed vhite male,

The next officer at this Jocation was Deputy
Sheriff v, v, VOLLANLITE, who approached tho location from
the north on Malm Street after having apparently eircled the
block.. About this time, OLficexrsd from tho Memphis Homicide -
8guad arrived at the scene snd took charge, GHORMLEY
egtimated the total time lapaed from the time he heard that
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KING bhad been shot until he dirncovered the suitcase, gun and
blankot, was no more than 2 or 3 minutes, GHORMLEY does not
recall rReoing a white Muitang parked along the area of 8.
Main, which he covered during the time immediately following

the fhooting, ncither does he recall ficeing anyone running
&outh on Main Street in thin Same area,

During tho incident de<cribod above, GHORMLEY was
drenased in a khaki colored long sleeve shirt bearing the
insignia of the Shelby County Sheviff's Depariment, and dark
green uniform trousers. He was not wearing a hat or helmet.
GHORMLEY recalls that Offficer LANDERS, whom he saw Bcaling
the wall across from the Lorrafne Wotel, was dressed in
the usual Memphis Police Departmnnt uniform consisting of a
blue shirt and trousers., Offjcer LANDFRS was not wearing a
hat or helmet. GHOHMLEY recalls that there were 2 Negro males
in Canipe's Amuscment Center at the time he was talking to
CANIPE, He thinkua the«e peraon way alao have seen the above
described white male deposit the Run, sultcase, and blanket
in CANIPE's doorway and may also have secn the white Mustang
Specding north on S. Main Street in front of CANIPE's store.
Ho dora not know the namos of these Negroes.
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