FOR TITEDIATE RELEASE
TUISDAY, OCTOBIR 5, 1943

DEPARTILNT OF JUSTICE .

Attérﬁé?'Géneral Fféncié'ﬁiddle announcés that a Federal Grand

Jury in Newark, New Jersey, today returhed an indictment charging the
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ﬂlhﬁorqan-mmerlcan Vocational Leaﬂue,
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and blanches a1l prlnclpal 01tles,«one of ‘its sub51d1ary corporations

nc”, with headqparters in- New York

and 27 of 1ts officers and menbers with 1*legally consp1ring to act as
agents of the German Relch w1thout proper notification to thls ”overnment
Those named in the indictnent are:

 GERVAN-AITIRICAN' VOCATIGHAL LEAGUE, INC., also known as DAB
7 5o (Deutsch—AAerl canische ;Eru¢$aamelnschaftJ, a Hew Tork
S '6”%ooraulon directly arfiliated with the Cerman Labor

DAB.R gprTION&L RESORT, INC,, a New Ycrk corporatlon owned by
DAB and consi“ﬁfhﬁ*of'ﬁbmp Bergwald at Pompton Lakes,
New dersey, P B _jv« B

FRITZ-SCHROEDER, New York, National Leader of DAB and' President
o of Recreatlonal Resort, Ine;

'_IaEDﬂEMTTiﬁ, former National Leader of. DAB, now emnloved by
""" the German government in Germany; =~

JOSEPH. LIEBLEIN, Néw York, Wational cheupre51dent, Treasurer
and Youth Teader of DAB, recently inducted into the Army
and now statloned at Camp Ripley,. Minnesota;

OTTO GREINER,. Chicago, National Deputy Leader in charge of the
~=eidiie West Dlstrlct~ :

=

HANS-FEORR Rochester, Hewr foru, an official of the Rochester
branch of DAB; * - L

BYIL~SCGHA, New York, editor of the OfflClal DAB maga21ne,
'”““*"Ber Deutsche ln Hora—Amerlka"- )

I )

EHEQDO?M LODHF New iork ulty, edltor of the official DAB
Lnbllsh 1anguawe mag321ne, "In uetrOSpect"-

GUSTAVu SCHITIDT, .Chicage, member of the natlonal board of
dlrectors and Ulstrlct Leader of the Hiddle West District;
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HERIANN GASTREICH, Kansas City, Ilissouri, official of the
“““Nansas City branch;

‘ALBERI“§£§$£5E, member of the national board.ef directors, formerly
of New York he was barred from the Bastern Defense Command
and now lives in Detr01t

LARL 1. MARX, New York Clty, contributor to DAB publications;
JOHN KOBBE, Rochester, ﬁew York, Treasurer of. the local branch :
TUETeDET;

KARL KRANZ, Rochester, Tew York, Léader of the local bfénch of DAB;

:OTTO, BREIRIER, Philadelphia; Leader of the 1ocal branch of DAB,
' now inberned as an alien enemy; z e

WALTER.SCHALL, officer of the San Francisco branch, formerly.a
re51aé"%20f that clty he has been barred from the iest Coast
by the Jesﬁern Defense Comriand and now llves in Salt Lake City;

HL AN WARTH, Guttenberg, Hew Jersey, member of the national board
of ulrectors, o

“iILZ 2’.3:}”_‘:LI"T Amerlcan representatlve of the Cernan Labor front and
;ﬁ_wqumpfmefoyee of the German consulate in Hew York, he is now in
Germany; - j

KURT BEYER, a former officer of DAB in San Francisco, an employee
8T the German consulate there, and local manager of the Germen
Rellroads Inf ornatlon O&flCB' he is now in. Germany- r
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HANS hiSbEN, Chlcaﬁc, an ‘offi icer of the loeaﬂ branch-
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__J_,HIIL ,SQIN‘*“IDLR, San Francisco, an officer of the ]ocal oranch, ex-
cluded from the lest Coast by the Western befense Gemmand he
now llves 1n Denver; o , : . -

HMT IEIDSJJJR Pn:t.ladelohla., an officer of the locel branch;

H“ ngﬁegﬁean Francisco, "an officer of the local branch,
“#i677 interned as an alien enemy;

FRANZ &*aﬁbﬁgﬂa¢ Los Angeles, an officer of. the. local braneh, now
=*In San Quentin Penltentlary for violation of the California
sedltlon Laws :

HAFIS We BJOERNSEN, Los Rnreles, an officer of the local erancg
““of DEB;

ALBERT ROBIRT BERTRAV, New York, National Secretary of DAB;
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IMIL ROEDEL, San rranclsco, actlve participant in affairs of
-~ theTtcal branch of DAB and former secretary of the Genman—
Amerlcan Lhamber of uammerce, and i

: ,..;—..« =
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T’&qL F L. SIEVERS San ;ran01sco, an offlcer of the local chapter,

-G TIving in- Denver .after being barred from ‘the West Coast

by the Nestern Defense Command.

The return of thls indictment marks the culmlnatlon of one of the
most comolex and wldeSPread 1nvest¢~atlons undertaken by the F3I. Presenta-
tlon to the Grand Jury was made under the. glrectlon of Tam C. Glark,
A551stant Attorney General in charge of the Crlmlnal DlVlalon.

Dlrectlng the case for the vovernment before the Grand Jury were

'Rlchard dughes, and Howard H. Mawn, Avsistant U. S. Attorneys for Wew Jersey,

and Vlctor Wberhelde, Idith gowensteln and Jerome Slmmons, Special Assistants

'f"to the l tornej General.

he indictiment charﬂes”the defendanﬁs uﬁder Sectlon 88, Title 18,
s S Gode, w;th conspiring (1) to violate the Notlflcatlon Act of June 15,
1917, by acting as the agents of a forelgn governmsnt w1thout prior notifi-
cation to the Secretary of otate, and (2) 0 viclate the i Foreign Agents
”Revlsbnatlon Act of June 8, 1936 as amended, by acting as the aﬂents of
a fo:glgn prln01pal w1thout proper renlstratlon with the ﬂepartment of

_IIJustice.” xenaltieb prescrloed under the conspiracy statute are imprison-

ment for not more than two years or a flne of not more than 310 OOO, or both.

(OVER)
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: The;indictment”séﬁsiforthfip extensive detail the ¢lose working
relationship between the German-Américan Vocational League (DAB) and the
National Socialist Workers (Vazi) Party in Germany from Jamuary, 1933,
to January, 1942, the period covéred by the conspiracy. Describing the
essential anti-democratic philosophy of Nazism, the indictment states:

"MNational Socialism in the German Reich , . is the very
antithesis of democratic forms of government, Its main

1de010510al basis is its claim of German racial subremacy P

It asserts the, natural right on the part of this superior

communlty of peopie to use its military strength in-the’ sub-

. Jugation of those nations coming within its concept of

Lebensraum ('living room!'), making use of propaganda for the

purpose of aequiring economic, pOlltlcal‘and_cultural_dqm;nance, ore

"National Socialism in Germany lays claim to the 1ovalty
and inclusion within its racial framework of all’ persohs throtigh-
out the world of German blood and descent . . . despite intervening
citizenship acquired (in other countries) or naturalization, thus
- proclaiming the existence of a racial 'Volk-community' encompassing
the nations of the world and indissolubly joined with the destiny
.-.of Hational Socialism and of the German Reich . . ." .

The immediate origins of the DAB are aileged in the indictment to
stem from the "Deutschnat1onalerhﬂandlungsgeh1;fen Verband" (German
Gommerc;al League) of Hamburg, a society of German workers, employers and
proi‘3531onal men wh:r.ch in 1934, had dues~paying branches in’ many parts
of the world, including the United States. In that year the organization
together with'itS'foréign'bfanches was incorporated by decree within the
official German Labor Front., In 1936 the American branch changed its name
to German=-American Vocational League, Inc.,, and entered into a formal
contractual relationship with the parent organization, the German Labor
Tront, This agreemen” provided for certain reciprocal benefits and for the

remittance of a percesitage of DAB membership dues to the central organiza-—

tion in Germany. In addition to national headquarters in New York City,
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DAB maintained active branches in Rochester, Newaerk, Philadelphia; Detroit,
Chicago; Milwaukee, St, Ebuis,'ﬁanéas City, Los Angeles, San Francisco
and Seattle,

“ Through its affiliation with the German Labor Front, the indictment
charges, DAB also gained official status with the "Hitler Jugend", the
Fazi youth organization; the Reich's Ministry for Propaganda end Public
Enlightenment, the Reich's'Authority'for Tourism and the German Railroads
Information Office, all agencies for the dissemination of German propaganda;
the "Volksbund fuer das Deutschtum im Auslands", which exercised political
control oﬁef Gerﬁans residing outside Germany, and similar official
bureaus of the German government.

Througﬂdut the period of the conspiracy, the indictment alleges,
Wthe said Vocational League, for and on behalf of, and under the direction
of the Government of the German Reich » » » served the interests of the
same by making use of its local chapters for the purpose of spreading and
~ disseminating the prOpaéanda issued by the Govermment of the German '
Reich . . ." The principal objective of this propaganda was to secure
accepﬁéhée of National Socialism in the United States and to prevent
American participation in the war,

“The conspiracy was carried out, the indictment charges, by the
following means, -

:l;'ITﬁe-Vbcétiénai'Leégﬁe published various newspapers and periodicals
which persistently praised National Socialism and urged their readers to
'heiﬁ'"keep Améri&a out of war', ~ Although this was" proffered as an honest
isolationist viewpoint, the indictmént'éllégés; "its real ‘purpose was as
4% it of e Nezi party" to delude the American peopie "until so
““late that any help they might render to the enémies of Germany would be

ineffectualh, :
(OVER) -
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25 _Lhrough its ueubers and oran ues, DAB ulsfrlbuted large quantltles
of propaganda leterauure and notlou picture film prepared in Geruany and
avranged for lectures by proPaganua speakers assigned to this country by
the German Reich . |

.5. The League assisted actﬂrelJ in recrulting workers of German
descent in America to return to German war 1ndustr1es. Flﬂanczal assistance
vas offered these workers and they were assured that their membership in
DAB entitled them proper status in the German Labor Front,

4. Certain of the 1nd1v1du31 defendants including Lieblein, Kiesler
and Schmidt were sent to Germany at the joint expense of the League and the
German Labor Front for tralnwnb in "leadership schools" Operated by the
German Reich at Danzigwend Lahr-Baden. These schools provided_instruction
in the tactics required to bring about the world domination of National
Socialism. . |

5 The Vocational ieewue made regular use of the fecilitiee of the
various German consulates to comaunicate in code with 1ts headquarters in
Germany and to get 1nstructlons. It also turned over its membership rosters
to the consulates as an aid in recruitiné uorkers to go to Germany.

6. The League received approxiuately‘$13,000 dur;ng 1937 and 1938
from the Germen Labor TFront with which to set up DAB Eecreational Resort,
Inc., and to purchese and equip Camp Bergwald at- Pompton Lakes, New Jersey.
This was ueed ae a reereationalland educauional ceuter;by the league for
~the uisseminauion of proéeganda,_for the development of its youth.orgauiza—
tion end as an attractlon for prosPectlve members. | |

7ﬁ The Leavue concealed its true character as an agent.of ‘the German

government by assumlng the false front of a fraternal and recreational
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society. In the furtherance of this aspect of the conspiracy, a meeting
was held at Camp Bergwald on June 22, 1941, attended by Schroeder,
Lieblein, Koehn, Kiesler and others where it was decided to abandon "certain
outward and notorious activities of the League!, but "to continue in
secrecy and disguised form their newspaper, 'In Retrospect! and their other
propaganda activites",

8. Throughout the periéd of the conspiracy, the League "wilfully
and feloniously" failed and refused to advise the Secretary of State of
its character as an agent of the German Reich or to file with the Secretary

of State any statement whatever showing its character as an agent of a

foreign principal,
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