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Februery 12, 1969

Mr., Philip Gersei III
2201 Oreen Acres Foad
Metairie, Le.

Dear Philip,

Perpusnt to out eerlier meeting st the Cohen home, I hed expected to
hesr from you and I had expeeted to be in touch with you when I was a2gein in
New Orleans. The lstter, because of the urgency of other work, wes not possibla.

I en pwiting because I have not heard from you, It is my recollection
you wars to do two things: obtsin the return of whsat had been loansd the Jeff
Parish Sheriff's Office and prepare a memo on thst strenge incident of your
being removed from Orlesns Parish the morning after Ferrie's death, I will explain
the importencs of these things to you.

One question I forgot to esk you! did the FBI or Liebeler, before
your testimony wes taken, ever ssk you about your membership in the CAP cadets,
or whether you knew Ferrie? Were there then any questions slong thie line?

By this time you should understend that my intentions include no
herm to you end that 1 mey have svolded considerable emberrassment for you and
your family. This is not in any way inconsistent with my search for ths truth,
to the degree 1% today c¢en be recsptured. You also have enough to permit you to
understend that the offieciel obligetions were hardly discherged, thet the investi-
gations, at bexst, left much to bte desired. You have had what you regard as e
patriotic motivation. Fleasse consider this also in thet light.’

However, when people, especielly young people, srs cuakht up on the
gwirl and tide of great events, no mstter how inuocently, they often ere without
understanding of the significsnce of knowledge they may have. You mey know some
fect, yet be without comprehension of its reel significance. At the seme time,
this knowledge can present e hazard to others, those awere of its meaning. If thers
is hezard, it is in being the sole possessor of such information, for then a purpose
is served by threats snd an attempt to harm. I wee aspprehensive, as was Mrs. Cohen,
about your father's deeth beceuse he could have testified %o things thet may have
been unwelcome to others. Ve 'mew and understood thia. The tlm.ing of this unfore

. %uneate sccident alsc pointed that way.

There fore, I repest, in your preonal interest end in the natiocnel
interest, my request thet gou note enything that has oecurred to you since our
interview, regardless of you slight 1ts connection may seem to be. If it seems to
hawe significsnce, if you want, as during the interview, I will explein it. In '
eddition, I emphesize the potential importance of the=t stresnge Business of spiriting
you out of Orlesns Psrish for s week just when Ferrie died, if his was a natural
death., I heve checked, ss I told you, snd this not only hed no connection with
the District Attorney's office, but “he promise made you end your mother, thst the
taps recording would be given them, was not kapt.
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So, we begin with the understsnding that you were lisd to, as wes
your family, possible including the uncle with whom you etayed. i

We bear in mind the memarkeble coincidence of the timing, with
Ferrie's death ss he wss about to be charged with a very se.ious erime.

Next, we address the reasons given you. As you, yourself, realized,
Smxaitegxkizaxiink the young woman in whom there was such interest is hardly
2 candidate for the role in which they mught to cast her. This cannot possibly
ba the reason for interest in her. Nor cen the other seeming cbject of their
interest, for you pointed out your period in the CAP wes after Ferrie's, end thisp
certsinly, wes known to those who questioned you. So, it becomes clear they
had other reasons. It therefors is importent to know what their reassons were,
end this becomes important $o you, particulerly becsuse, regerdless of the
outcoms of the current trisl, that ssme lmowledge can Jeopardize others.

One wey we can learn thi= is by the questdons esked of you, This is
why I ssked you to try end recall those end your enswers and to put them on
peper, With thejtriel in nrogress, this 1s even more importent, for whichever
way the decision goes, thers can be increased jeopardy. Also, things srs
heppaning outside of “ew Crlssna that have the potentiel of focusing ever
grester intersst én this, please believe ms. Thiz 1s why 1 em not now there.

Please try end understend how unususl it is for a policeman of cne
jurisdiction to exercise authority im another jurisdietion, how exceptionsl
it 15 for him to be accompenied by an officer of that jurisdiction who, of dl
the meny police, is one who knew Ferrie and in the way thie one did., The lies
told you thet you report mf sre of a kind to excite interest, Then, to this,
you add the knowledge thet e2ll the ressons given you were falee, I think you
can begin to understend thaet this wes in every way both importent and far out
of the ordinery.

The refore, sgsin 1 urge you to weate no time msking as complete a
record ss possible of this entire ineldent, with nemes, places, times, guestions
esked snd snswers given, snd sny impressions you then hed or dedugtions you
later made., This can be of enormous importsnce to you and for your pretection
end I do beliesve i% can beelso for the ccuntry.

Please do this and the other things you promised, completely end
repidly. You can do 1t on tepe 1f you findi writiog uncongeniesl. Whatever way
you do i1, plesse be thorough.

You slso should kuow, 1f I didn't tell you, thet Brown had conrection
with the most dubious people, including dllers, hed been end msy still be en
intelligence agent, snd was for a while in tie employ, in this concection, of &
e mejor publicetion. I neither know nor pretend to kmow :hat gave them, IR
do ¥mow that in his ostensible role he seems not to heve eermed his pay. I slso
have reasson to balieve thet every name he got eppesrs on lists somewhere,

I do hope yeu will regsrd thie 2s urgent, Fhilip, for it certeinly
cen te, especlelly for you.

Sincerely,

Harold Welsberg



