Hoef , Jeiamdppe

Devember 24, 1960

¥ra, Li1lisn Coken
822 Perdido Sta,
Hew Crleans, L=.

Deer %rs, Coben,

Flesse axousa tha delay in writing you. "henever 1 sm swey en s trip
an enerwons sccumuletion awsits me ot home =nd there sre soms notes I must %Lype
before thaey flee my mind end sttentlon.

i “{nnd writing hoping to be sble to include » tramseript of our
interview with "ailip Osrsei 111, However, the -peciel sttentlion given the tape
recorder when it woa intsrcepisd with my luggoge recuires thst it sgsin get
f::t:ry service., Lt Bos not bscn returned, heuce we Bove not be mble to transcribe
L 1y

The de=y sfter we spoks teo Philip I returned houme. He and what he exid
were on =y mind, so, in order med to forget whet 1 regerded sa the saliont things,
I wrote aut s memo on the plsame, I hsve read it, for some of the thinge he meld
hove becn on my mind, and this 1o vhot lesds me to write you st this time. In
generel, I thiak he snd bis mother were honest, There sre seme thinge sn which
be could perheps have seid mere, There is cns poind on which I bellsve Mrs, Gorsei
wae being o bit ceutious, Bacsuse she is o eoncarned mother, somewhst ovarly
prétectuve, perhaps, this may be understsndable. Baoaure ¢ ¥mos you are coneernad
with he oxd the faaily'e intereet, I tall you that my recoliection ls sherp on
this. She sud the fother {dentified "Murio” mss Nerio Bermmdez. They seld they had
never @eon him, but they »lso seid thst "the children” had identifisd him by neme.
Whether or not they included their sen w=ith “the ahildren™ I sunnot ha surs of
without replsying the taps, but there ie¢ ne doudt they did ineluds Dicns Turner
snd Neul leves. Deceuse they did cemplsin to both the high acheol sad iz jusier
bigh achool in the aves, there may be un officisl record. Mors, Fsul volunteered
to me thet Marie bed had Fhilip, en: when Pfone lesrned 1 had epoken %0 the fubhber
and the mother, she saked me, "Did they dell you ebtout “arlof". There remd ne the
shanca thet the ehildren were in errop, However, with the close reletionship betwsen
Bormudez snd Ohaw, I thisk I mecd not emphbesize the potentisl significenoa of this.
ilen, while Philip seid Meric had mercly told him of havingz s purple cor, fadl
volunteered much more sbout this, descriding the car, giving She male, ond explain-
ing how 1% was used s8 bait with “hilip, » rather cexm-on devi¢e amecs homosexusls

meking sdwences to young boyes.

You recomized the importance of ‘hilip's hsving been teken from
Garrison’s jurisdiction snd questioned by the Jeffarson Feriah Sheriff's office
the night of Ferrie's desth, ea he put it. 14 sctuslly wes the nex$ morning, from
his owm scrsunte Lot ma sxplein this o bit farther. is I suspeeted, this 13 not
dono st the beheat of or in th- interest of Usrrison's ofi'lce. “eapite what Fhillp .
snd his mother were teold, no gopy of the repert or the lutor taped intervie W were
given Carrisen's sffice. They were ¢ntirsly uneware of this until I ohecwed with
Jcuis lvon end Andrew Sclumbra.



1f we toke 7Philip st his werd, be had but » single homosexusl exparience
iz bis 1lifo, mud thet was not with Ferrie. Thie moy not be scourcte, but is there
ony resson to belleve he hnd seny kind of en involvement with Perrie? On thebbpals
of what we kmow, there 1a not. Ferris got into difficulties when mex charges were
pressed sgainst bim well before ‘hilip wea connected with the “ivil Air Patrol
Codets, There wns no sppercnt reeson for any Jafferson ‘wrish interast in Ferrie,
bis death not having ocoured in thut jurisdiction, end there was no resson to
connect Fhilip with Ferrie or his death, Cem you imepine whst would hsve he ppened
to the cheriff s @ffice hed they glven overy menbsr of the csdate the time sma
attention thay-gave $hilip? Yhelr interest, then, wns execeptionsl and not for
the ressons glven. 4

llemomber, he %old us that they questioned him sbout “lome, and the nother,

@3 1 recall, confirms his s¥stement they etipulsted their interest in her wap
bazeuse sho wes pert of o "sax ring”. fou moy reesll I got hia to repest this
sevaral times. “ou heve to kmow “lone’ to Mmow how utterly unlikely thie 1. I

doubt you csn with difficulty find s less effeminste girl. ihe hss & brillisent
mind, but she hes none of the attributes for this {ntereat. However, Plone hes

told me s funtadtic story of her end “Bilip’e other involvements, imeluding with
Oswald, Vhile I esnnot subatsntiate 1%, and Phillp bes demisd i%, snd shile she 18
without doudt e pathologlaal liar ‘sad eme of remerkoble profieciency), an emormous
srount of whet che teld me dess check out, perticulerly on Bringuler, She hsa told
me the and the others bod CIA connestion. I do not ersdit 1%, but she hss given ms
documentsry proof of this mplormmta i tell you she 1z c2peble of heving forgzed it.
Fowever, a ¢opy of this was gent to Ysrrison's office, sho says by snother, vhich
1 doubt. Altheugh they are entirsly without confidenes in bher, they do know this,
She i3 quite capadle of surfecing in come menser in the defence is the Shew triala,
or in theypspors, vhich she would desrly love, partieulsrly now, when she iz in
othor snd serious difficulties. Her ettorney represents a pumber gr those involved.
En ia Bilton Srener, She eleo told me what I do not bellave (yet < 4o have partiel
nd unbissed confirmstion), that Ferrie gave her fiying lessome. “ho had much
sceurste Informetion stout him. I do not Xknow the source.

So we hsve Phillp, teken out of Gerrisen's jurisdleticn, by an office
that hed neithar iatersst ner resson for it, wnd questioned, from his secount,
sbout irrelevent things? That does not mske sense. I am not cesting doubt on him
or the mother., I am persusded this did happen. I sm sugresting those who 214 this
questioning hed interests other then they apecified. Dicne was not part of auy
#ox ring snd there 1s no reescn to presume Fhilip had wny conneetion with Rerrie.
4nd this immedjately upon Ferris's desth, end Gorrdeen says Ferrie snd Shew were
co~conspirs tors? Now Philip gnve us but » single meme, thet of the deputy who hed
conducted the investigstien when he ran sway. Nothinz ceme up in this investigetion,
thberepert xif of whieh L suowed you, %o werreny bis interest in Fpilip when Ferrie
dlod. 4nd the men aecomponying hip, from whet Fhilip ssid, ceuld wall hsve been
one who was Oswald's sge, was in Ferrie's CAF Thit, was & member of the Hew Orleans
vice aguad, sni gove sntirely insdequsts testimony bofors the Yarren Commiszsion.
Thot he did this in Jeffersen Porish, in company with the Jeflerson deputy, sllieging
faledly this wes for Carrison, dces excite intereat.

1 think in everyone's interast, when I em there sgain, vhich will be
before the Shaw trisl sterts, we or 1 should speek to “hilip sgedn. Lt misht be
botter to do thie without his mother being present, beesuse he moy be embarragsed
by some of 1% snd beocwsuse he may be unwilling tc let her know ihat he muy hsve .
liad to her in the past. If you or she ment her to be present, thet is olay with me,
IL you do not want tn be present or fesl you vurnnot taks the time, you have my
sgsurance I will not 4in eny wmy mbuse him or $ake sdventege of him, I think you
mow from whot you observed I 2m slso trying to serve his interast. Hara. howswar.



with the peesing of time. I 2lso bslievs thet thlz shoul: be done m¢ agon as
possibla, bafore there 1s sny pousibility of hie boing publicly iowolwd in
snything, 1 just cennot bslieve he wez subjected to such an unususl cuestioning,
later repested on tepe, threstened, with his perents invelved, for no resson at
all, There iz svery resson to belisve it had some connectien with Carrison's
investigation., Without doubt, Dione lmows sbout it, for she made 8 number of
ellipticel references to 1% to me.

-lease do not misunderstend the foregoeing. "hen I seid 1f you could
not participete, I'd speok to “hilip slene, I wes not suzresting you abeent
yourself. I would mush prefer tust yeu or your husbsnd persicipatse. ®hen I
p2id 1'd prefer fint the mother not be with ¥hilip, I did not meen her recollection
should not be recorded. 1 think it should be. But in the iaterssts of lewraning
the truth, 1 thiok they zhould be speken to separstely. Shs hoa e very natursl
dosire %o protect her eon. 8he may not know the beat way to to 1t. ¥ith the
Werren “omuipsiong her's wes not the best woy,

If we eon do this, I think 1t i»_s%i1l poseible to evold enk public
Garriscn interdst in Philip. He wents only “Bilip's kmowledge, not his emberrasse
ment, Further, in the event the other side mskes sny moves, we will be 1in the
beot posaible posision Af we ere mot taken by surprise end know the truth in
advence. Agide from whei, as sn experienced lawyer, you might be sbls to snti-
eipate, I encourege you o consider what “ioms is cepebls of, for whstaver motivs,
snd to regard the Caraci svelustion ef Reul 29 scourste. He might have some kind
of involvement snd he is, I think, e2pudle of vaing Philip Lf he sees the chance
er if 4% seoma desiresble to him,

“y plana are not yat fixed, for the dete of the motusl beginning of
the Shaw trial i= not ygt fimm. “y best guess ias that sbout tio middle of the
month 1 will retum to e Yrlsens, I will kesp you posted. Mesnwhile, Xrs.
Gersel 4id promise to do two thinge thet should be done,ferhups, with this new
devalopmant, she should not now ask for the return of whet the Jefferson Sheriff's
Offlee hea, for this might sipmel to them, That can be done sftar we lmern what
they were reslly interssted in, Hewsver, she should get in touch with her dantist
and esteblish the dote om which she drove tle bays te nesr Bringuier's.

#ilip promiced $o aake netes of enyibdng thet vocnrred o him pa @
eonsequence of my cusstioning., I would sppreciete it 4f you wuld remind him of
thia snd ite potential importance to him snd sek him to ineluds all thing thet may
not sesm particulerly relevsnt to him or the ground they mey hew meening to me.
If you reonll that for vhatever motive, ne mutter bow pstrictic he thought it may
heve besn, he wap ccn-eoted with real fisciebts snd with two men who did have & kind

of eonnectlon with the murder of the Fresicent ond a threat %o do 1%, what may
sesn irrelevent to bhim mey be guite eignificunt, Both of these men hed fadersl
coznections, one vs sn intalligence wan, the other ea 5% lasst sn informant. Ask
bim slso, please, to include anything he knows sbout “done ond Feul, whetever, 1f
snyihing, Sringuler might have told him, snd anyshing be mey !moe or have hoesrd
of of the principels in the current c¢see or those conuected with him, I beve
the arie pleture, which .1 hsd forgotten at home, snd will shew 1t to him, Zside
from the muptache, his deseription does fit. They hsve s paper in their Darie's
hendwriting. We should also hxvs thet any anything else they hsve in say sy
econnected oith this. In writing st thls length, 1% le not my intentlon te burden
you, + fdo, Bowaver, ®mnt to inform rou ma conpletely oz I een, Thonks for your help,

Sinceraly,



