. i T
[ S [ S—

o

14 1

ol 4l 4 A 4y dd

pll ™

gy~

LI »e

- t—

COMMISSION TO REPORT UPON THE ASSASSINATION

OF

PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY

Room 415-B, 01d Civil Courts Building

Royal and Conti Streets
New Orleans, Loulsiana

April 7-8, 1964

Testimony of
PHILIP GERACI, III

Py

DIETRICH & WITT, Inc.

- STENOTYPISTS -

Natlonal Bank of Commerce Bidg.
New Orlaans




- i i i

e i) it b 4

S i 2

Deposition of PHILIP GERACI IIL

taken April 7, 1964

/) Page 13 Line 21 - After the sentence "You don't have to" insert "You
can give it to Carlos".
/\ Page 21 Line 5 - Delete the word "the" and insert the word "a".

' /_Pa'ge 21 - Line 6 - Delete "him" and substitute "Carlos".
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(Reporteria Notet The witness, Philip Geraci,

wao nocompanied into the Hearing Room by his mothex.)

PHILIP GERACIL,

having been {irst duly sworn, was examined and testified as
followsy
BY MR, LIEBELER

Q. My nome 1s Wosley J. Liebeler., I am a -

member of the legal staff of the President's Commission
investigating the assassination of President Kennedy. Staff
members have been authorized to take the testimony of
witnespes by the Commission pursuant to authority granted to
the Cormission by Executive Order No. 11130, dated November
29, 1963, and Joint Resolution of Congress No. 137.

I understand that Mr. Lee Rankin wrote you a
letter last week in which he told you that héiibuld-hsm&n=@ﬁ
ocontact wibh you, did he not? TR

;:' A. A letter? No,

Q. You did not receive a lettertfrom Mr,
Rankin? .

MRS, GERACI: ﬁould you please give us one. We
would like to have 1t to keep.

A, BSomebody sald they sent one,

Q. You didn't receive 1t?

A. No. \

‘MRS, GERACI: We did not receive it,
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Q. Now I think in point of fact that is right.
I think that the decision to take your tesbimony was made
sBubsequent to the time that the lettera were sent out to
other witnesses. Now you are -= 32 5, - S

MRS, GERACI: May I make a statement before we -
go any further? : W Lk s PR sy 3 By

MR, LIEBELER: Xet the resord indicate that . . .
Mrs, @Geraci 1s 4in the Hearing Room at her request to assist
her zon and give moral support.

MRS. GERACI: And we want no publiclty at all,
pPlease, - . . . R i

MR, LIEBELER; Wa have already glven to the

: reporters the names of some of tha witnessea who came in,

| but we have already baen advisad that you did not want any .

publieity at this point, and we did not give your name to
the newspaper reporter or make any statement aboutb Pnilip's
appsarance here, ' B ey LY i R G SR
. THE WITNES3: Does that mean I cdn't tell anyone

about 1%? L hey el

MR, LIEBELER; That 1s Something you can settle
among yourselves, _ _

THE WITNESS; I told everybody I went to a
doctor's appointment this avening.

Q. (Handing documents ;o witness) Now I want

to give you a copy of the Joint Resolution of Congress and of

DIETRICH & WITT, Inc, .+  STENOTYPE REPORTERS . » . NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE BLDO. _ « | NEW ORLEANS
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the Exceutive Order that I have Just referred to, and also of
the Rules of Practice adopted by the Commiazsion concerning
the taking of testimony of witnesses. Those rules provide
that technically you are entitled to three days notioce before
you appear to have your testimony taken, but you are entitled
to walve that notice, and I azsume that, since you are here,
you would be willing to waive it with regard to the testimony.
Is that right, Philip? : '

A, I don't know.

MRS, GERACI: Yes., Well, they did not notify
us three days aheoad of time, but that 1s all right. We are
hers, They called yesterday,

MR, LIEBELER: You have indicated that you are
willing to go ahead with the testimony instead of waiting for
the three days notice?

(Mrs. Geraci nodded assent,)

Q. Philip, would you state your full name for
4
A. Philip Geraci, the Third.

Q. What 1s your address?
. 2201 GUreen Acres Road,'
. New Orleans? i

LY

A
Q
A, Metairie,
Q. When were you born? -
A

. February 21, 1948,
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old?

A. Yes. Well, Iam16,.. - ... ..

Q. Do you go to school?

A, Yen, sir.

Q. Where?

A. Fagt Jetferapn High Schoo}l.

Q.  And you are¢ -- what? == a junior there now,
or a senior?

A. No, sophomore, 1lOth grade,

Q. Tenth grade, Do you know a man by the name
of CGarlos Bringuier?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. When did you first meet him?

A. Well, this was summer, last summer, some
Place around the beginning of it, and =- you want me to tell
you everything about it?

Q. Yes. )

A, Well, I was down there with a friend.
(Addressing mother) Do you think I should give his name?

(Mrs, Geraci nodded assent.)

Q. Please do. You were down where?

A. Down there in New Orleans, I mean on Canal
Street. We had to go to soms radio Qhop.g It was Bill Dwyer.

That 1s a friend. And we were down there and we wanted to go

Q. So you are now about 16 years old or 17 years

DIETRICH & WITT, inc. *  STENOTYPE REFORTERE o  NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE BLDO. =«  NEW ORLEANS
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in radio shops and everything, so I saw -- going dovn there I
saw, looking to the side, that they had a sign saying "Casa
Roca," and I took Spanish 1in nchool;'ad‘I was'inturested, and
I went in there end -- well, he wae a little reluctant, but
we wené anyway. Ty ¥

Q. Your friend was a little rsluctant?

A. Yes, 2 little bit., He didn't get mixfﬁ’ﬁ in
this or anything. And then, well, when we were in there, we
looked around a little at everything, then I asked the man
there -- I didn't know it was Carlos Bringuier then -- I
asked him was he a Cuban. He caid yes, he was an exlle, and
everyihing, you know, ' I asked him a few things, I gueds --

I don't know exactly what -- you know, just a little = |
conversation like. fThen I ask him was there anything that I
as an American could do. Me sald, Well, he daidn't know; to

g¢ome back later. You know, he acted as though maybve h-'lika -

Just 1ike he Just didn't want me to help or something like
that, I puess, so we left aznd went home, and ﬁhat was 1t,

Q. And when did you see him again, if you did?
You did see him again, didn't you? @ '

A. Yes,.

Q. When?

A. I don't remember wh?n. " I remember I saw him
a few times, I couldn't exactly say how many, but I went back

another time when I was in town, I stopped off and saw him, and
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I saw him another time. Then I think it was about the fourth
time that I was there that I saw Lee Harvey Oswald,
' Q. MNow before we get to that, did you ever
railse any money for Carlos' activitles?

A, Not until the thixd time,

Q. What happened?

A. No. Wailt., Come to think of 1t, I think 1ﬁ
wes aboub the fifth time that I saw Oswald, something like
that. I remember I went back ~-- it was about the third time
-=- aiser asking him -~ I asked him, "Do you think 1t is |
possible to raise donations?"™ And he sald, "Well, yes, 1%
1s possible, and he phowed me these little yellow slips,
sort of like yellow, and they were like raceipts i you pald,
and he said I could get them -~ you know -- if I wanted to,
I ¢ould, you know, go, and he could give them to me, and go
and get donations and give the people this recelpt and bring
the money back to hilm, i

Q. So did you take some of the yecelpts?
A, Yes,

Q. And did yoﬁ get some money?

A, Yes, _

Q. And you gave it to Carlo#?

A. Yes. It was about $10.00.

Q. And you turned thqﬁ money over to him?

A. Yes, Blr,

DIETRICH & WITT, Inc. s STENOTYPE REPORTERS =  NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE BIDG, =  NEW ORLEANS
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Q. Now ic i% correct that on the day ea-one

ir-eahéhe-days-that you cam2 Into the Casa Reoea to gilve thias

roney to Carlos,)wa&~ﬂmﬁ&4&uriﬁsw§f;at you met Lee Oswald?
' A. I don't know 12 I tured iv the money or

not. o, I don't think I tHurned in aoney, but I couldn't
be zure. I remember I went there, and that is the timz the
last guy, Vance Blalock, came along with me, It was his
first ¢ime and everything. And we went 4in there -- I might
have turnmed it in, I am not too sure. Maybe I did, maybe I
dldn't. I ean't remember too mueh, but I was in there
anyway talking to him and thzt is when I mot him.

Q. That is when you met Oswald?

A. "Yes. You want me to tell all that?.

Q. VYes, tell me all the circumstances of how

OUaWald --
A.  Everything I know?
i Q. =-- met you and everything you know about it,
what the conversation was, who was there, C A

"A. Well, we werc -- Vance and me went in there,
Vance and I, we went into the;e, I Introduced Vance to Carlos,
and Carlos started talking to him about, you Imow, freedom
:and all that, democracy and everything. Then later on while
we wore talking, Lee Oswald came'in, you know, while we were
fallting, and he came in a little whila later, He was by

hHimself and he seemed a 1ittle nervous, I remember he was

e, S ey e .

o ———
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cresced just like in that picture there shows (indloating
rhosograph).

Q. TYou are referring to a picture here on the
fablic?

A. Yes, sir. Well, he was dresaed something
like that,

Q. == which has previously deen mariked as .
Exhibit 1 to the affidavit of Jesse J. Garner. I show you
thet pleture (exhibiting photograph to witness). You say
Lee was dressed something like that when.you met him?

A. Yes. You know, he had on a tlc and a shirt,
short sleeved shirt, and sort of like dress pants. I don't
imow the color of them, but they were sort of llke dress
pants, just about as much as this (indicating photograph).

Q. Do you recognize that individual 1n the

ipicture ao being the man that you saw in the store that day?
i A. Well, tell you the truth, when I first heard
about it in the papers and on the TV, I didn'$ recognize him,
See, I forgot that I met this guy over thers, you know, I°
forgot about 1t, and I thouéht I dlan't meet him. It wasn't
until the F.B.I, man came to my house and he showed me a
pilcture of him when he was first under arrest, and he got
arrested 4n August, the 4th I think., '

Q. He showed you a pi&tura that had been taken

of Lee when he had been under arrest here in New Orleans?:

DIETRICH & WITT, Inc,  +  STENOTYPE REPORTERS »  NATIOMAL BANK OF COMMERCE BLDG. =  NEW ORLEANS
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A. Yes, % was one of thosa things with three
thinge, showing him from the front, tha side, znd his face.

Q.  Did you then recognize the man in the
picture that they showed you as being the man that you met
in tha sbore that day?

A. Vliell, you seo, I didn't exactly recognize
hin maybe, but anyway I was pretty sure 4% was him though.
He pald ~-- he showed me that and said, "Do you ever remember
an ex-iarine -- and then I renembered there was a guy who
was dressed something like that who was an ex-Marine who
came in, and he did have a funny name, you know, like Lee.
Itio a 1ittle unusual, it's kind of rare, and I remembered
the last name was a little hard, so it Just fits that that
was him, :

Q. Now what kind of conversations did you have
with this fellow or what did you talk about?

A. Well, first --

Q. As I understand it now, thert were this

Marlne, Lee Oswald, and Carlos, and Vance Blalock and yourself)

I8 that right?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. Was fhere anybody else thore?

A, Well, while we were talking, this man came
up. He was 1in a big truck, some bié truck. I never looked

at 1t closely. He came up and stopped, and the man rushed
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in, und he was wearing -- well, he was wearing one of these --
like a cap like you sce them wearing over in England. I

don't ¥now what kind 1t 1s, but anyway 1t is the kind that
trmick drivers wear, I guess, and he looked kind of Spanish.
Maybe he was a Cuban exile. He was kind of fat, and he came
in and showed Carloz thils broken radilo that he had, so Carlos
left and he started fixing the radio and left us to talk to
ournelves, Lee and me and my friend.  Well, he iz the only
other perzon I lnow that ecame in, I don't know if he knew
what was going on.

Q. Now tell us the conversation that you and
Lee znd Vance and Carlos had, the best you can recall 1t,

A. Well, Carlos and me and Vance were kind of
talicing among ourselves, and he came in and sald, "Excuse me,"”
and, you lmow, he actéd a 1little nervous and things like
that. He agked, "Is this the Cuban Headquarters, Cuban Exile
Headquarters?” And, "Are you a Cuban exile?" You know, the
way I acted when I first went in there. Just fasked him a
few queStions, was he a Cuban exile, and Carlos saild yes. He
asked him some questions liﬁe was he ecomnected with the
Cosa Nostra, La Cosi Nostra.

Q. Who asked that?

A. Oswald, he asked that,

Q. 'Of Carlos? 5 ek

A

Yes, and Carlos said no, he wasn't, Oswald

DIETRICH & WITT, Ine.  «  STENOTYPE REPORTERS «  NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE BIDO. s  NEW ORLEANS
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then asked where was his headquarters -« in iliomi? -- and
Carios said yes, and he sald -- let's see == and then Oswald
apked, saild something like, "It 48 kind of cxelting meeting
somsone" == I don't know if he spaid exciting -~ but he
expressed something like that. He sald, you know, he
expressed wonder or something like that at meeting somebody -
who was a real Cuban exile, you know, somecne who 1s really
trying to do something to help free Cuba and all that. He
dién't really say much, In the papers they said he tried to
Join and alil that, That must have been later, because this
wafp ==

Q. He didan't do that when you were there?

A. No. This was his first visit, As far as I
can make out, 1t must have been, and he asked a lew questions
like that. Carlos Just answered real simply and all that,
he didn't go into any blg spesches, you knay with them, like
he did for me and Vance, Just answered his questions simply.
Then when the man came in with the broken radiio, Carlos left,
and that left Oswald, me, qnd Vance by ourselves.

Then, well, we asked -- you know, we were a
1little interested in guerrilla warfare ouraelves and thiags . |
likke that, and he said, VWell, he was an ex-Marine, said he
was in the Marines once. He sald he learned a little bit
about that stuff, and he sald a fe; things about guerrilla

warfare I remember, like he sald the way to derail a frailn
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! was bo-wrap chain around the ties of the track and then lock
1t with a padlock and the train would derall, . He sald the
thing he liked best of 211 was learning how to blow up the
Huey P. Long Bridge., He Baid you put explosive at each end
on tho banks and blow it up, -and that leaves the one column
sbanding. And he said how to make a homcmade gun and how o
make gunpowder, homemade gunpowder. He Just went into those
rezl simply. He didn't really, you know, tell us how o deo
it or anything, Just saild like if you want to make a homemade
gun, you know, do something like -- you know, the thing you
pull back (demonstrating) and it goes forward, like on one
of the pinball machines, He just sald something like that.
He didn't really go into detail or anything. We didn't ask
him,

And by this time Carlos came back from the cther
guy, and came back, and he was listening, and, well, that is
about all, ) .

Oh, there was one important thidg, Oswald said
something like that he had a military manual from when he was
in the Marines, and he said he would g;ve i1t to me, and I saild

he will give it to Carlos next time he comes."

And after that -- well, everybody left, That is

as far as I can make out,-

Q. Do you remember -- - .

e/ Loy it L8 Conloe,
"That is all right, You don't have to.rx Re éégé. "Hell, O.R.b

DIETRICH & WITT, Ine *  STENOTYPE REPORTERS ¢  NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE BLDG. +  NEW ORLEANS




20

21

22

23

24

25

14

A. =-- and he 8aid he was going to come back
later and give Carlos this military manual from when he was
in the Marines.:

Q. And was he going to give this to Carlos for

Carlos's benefit, or was he --

A. TFor Carlos's benefit, I guess, Carlos's or
the Cuban exiles',

Q. Did you hear any conversation about training
guerrillas to oppose Castro?

A, No., He didn'% say anybthing about being an
expert rifle shooter, never said anything about going to
Russia or Joining or training or anything like that,

Q. Well, was there a conversation concerning
the training of anti-Castro troops or guerrillas to oppose
Castro?

A. No, that must have been later, maybe when
he came back some other time.

Q. Now were you present at al¥ times while

Oswald was there? _

A. We got théra before he did and we left at
the same time he did.

Q. So, as far ac you know, there wouldn't have
been any opportunity for Oswald and Carlos to talk among
themselves where you wouldn't have‘heard what they said?

A. That is right, because we were there all the

DIETRICH & WITT, Inc.  +  STENOTYPE REPORTERS »  NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE BLDO, o  NEW ORLEANS
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time,

Q. And you have no récollécbion that Osﬁald
told Carlos that he wanted to help train’ anti-Castro guerrills
to fight sgainst Castro? =5

A. None at all, none that I rememnber.

Q. All right. Now what was Oswald going to
bring this Marine book back forg ' T

A. Well, I guess to give to Carlos to‘help him
out or something. First he waa gding to give 1t to me and

Vance. I gueass he wanted us to blow up the bridge or some-

thinz. I don't know. We sald no, and so he sald, "0.K, I
will give 1t to Carlos," you Itnow, because after all Carlos --
I guess he could use 1t better than we could,lyou know, blow

up bridges in Cuba or something, and I guem he was Just going

| to give 1t to him o he could learn gome stuff from 1t, I
wouldn't know. * o =13

Q. Now when you left the stora did you try to
follow Oswald at all? B e a

A. Vell, we nad some thought about 1t. Wnen he
left, he was going to go down -~ he crossed Canal Street and
he was -- he kept on golng that way, I think on St. Charles
or Claiborne -=- way dowm there near the end -- which one is
closer to the river? St. Charles? .
Q. I am not familiar with New Orleans, so I get
them mixed wp, © =~ ' - Lk = -

DIETRICH & WITT, Inc. *  STENOTYPE REPORTERS »  NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE BLDO., s  NEW ORLEANS
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A. It must have been St. Charles he went down,
and Vance said, "Hey, let's follow him, see wherc he lives."
He told us where he lived, but the way he told us the address

Q. You don't know what 1t was? |

A. Wnen the F.B.I. man came by my house that
day, he asked me, and I could just barely remember 1f. I:°
remember 1t was to the left of Canal Street. It was Magazine

Street, W km$'ﬂ\ gp &)

Q. Magazine straet;rveﬁh ;

Q. Well, I remembered the number a 1little.' I
couldn't remember it altogether, but I remember --

Do You JU A v Rvnb A

Q. 7? that he had told you the number ifpwuy?

A, Yes, and I could -- I had & few -- I mean
I had a little recollection about what it was, like 1t was a
big number sort of like and had two zeros in 1t or something.
I don't even remember. It seemed that his number did have
that. We decilded =~ we thought maybe we can follow him for
fun, but we deecided no, we had better not, ﬁou know, because
it was not good or anything, so we Just went up Canal Street.

Q. Do you remember whether Oswald sald anything
about having been in Florida?

A. 1In Florida? . '

Y Qe YRy - i ‘
A. I am not too zur; about that.

~Q. You don't remember ona way oxr the other

DIETRICH & WITT, Ine. s STENOTYPE REPORTERS ¢  MATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE BLDO. «  NEW ORLEANS
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A. It must have been St. Charles he went down,
and Vance sald, "Hey, let's follow him, see where he lives."
He told us where he lived, but the way he told us the address

- Q. You don't know what 1t was?

A. When the F,B,I., man came by my housa that
day, he asked me, and I could Just barely remember 1t, I -
remember 1t was to the left of Canal Street. It was Magazine

7 W Aar movanfan?
Q. Magazine Straatjnvoih : i e
Q. Well, I romembered the nuzber a little, ' I

Straat.,

couldn't remember it altogether, but I remember --

Q.D'}i}ghl;t’nﬁ:?a{id?obi‘évyou the number B ?

-

A. Yes, and I could -= I had a few -~ I mean
! £ had a little recollection about what 1t was, like it was a
9ig number sort of like and had two zeros in 1% or something.
I don't even remember. It seemed that his number did have
that. We decided -- weo thought maybe we can follow him for
fun, but we decided no, we had better not, you'know, because
it was not good or anything,lno we Just went up Canal Street.

Q. Do you remeﬁber whether Oswald said anything
about having been in Florida?

A. In Florida?

© Q. Yes,

A. I am not too sure about .that,

* Q.  You don't remsmber one way or the other
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whebther --

A, The only thing I remember about Florida is
whoen he asked was headquarters down there, He could have, but
I don't know.

Q. Now did you ever see Oswald after that? -

A. No, that was the last time, first and last.

Q. How about Carlos? Did you see him after
that?

A, Yes., That time when we found out that it
waz Oswald who killed him, well, then I went there, you know,
to get things straightened out and talk with Carlos a little
about him, you know.

Q. You went back and talked with Carlos, about
this meeting with Oswald, after the assassination? Is that

A, Yes.

Q. Do you remember whether you saw Carlos
between the time that you met Oswald and the Assassination?

‘A, Carlos? |

Q. Yes,

A. Not that I remember.

Q. Can you tcll us approximately when it was
that you met Oswald? Was it July or August?

A. Well, last time the F.B,I, man came, I

estimated around late July. I couldn't remember now, so I
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will just stieck with late July. That seems to stick pretty
gcood. Vaence oaid tha same thing himself whon the F.B,I. man
questioned him, so I am pretty sure it was. between late July -
middle July to late July.

Q. Did you form any opinion about Oswald when
you met him?

A, VWhen I mef him?

Q. Yess. What did you think of him?

A. Well, when he went in there, I notiaed he
was a little nervous.

Q. How did he show hls nervousness? Do you
remember?

A. Well, the way he talked, you know. Well,
vou know, the way he talked I pguess, kind of, you know,
searching around for words and all that, and I remember he
leaned on the table, and I remember reading once that, you
know, if you exert some physical exertion, 1t kind of helps
i you tend to calm down or something like that.t Anyway, I
could tell by the way he was leaning on the table that
maybe he was nervous, |

Q. ofhar than this nervousness, did you form
any other opinion about 1t?

A. Not particularly.

Q. Did he appear to h; an intelligent person?

A, Intelligent person? -

T
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Q. Yes.

A, Sort of, He didn't appear stupid or
anything like that. He secmed 0.K., you lnow. He didn't
seem like a Communist, Seemed like he Just wanted to, you
know, help out too, sort of.

Q. Did you subsequently learn that Oswald was
arrested by the New Orleans Police Department for distributing
Fair Play for Cuba Committee leaflets? _

A. I didn't know that until after he killed
Kennedy and 1% was in the papers. y PR S

Q. You didn'%t hear 1t?

A. On the radio?

Q. On the radio or television.

A, No.

Q. m €0 you think you havo}told us everything
that you ean remambeé-ﬁbout this meeting you had with Oswald
and Carlos? Is there anything else that you ean think of?

A. No. There might be one thinmk. Carlos when
he talked to me and Vance apd my friend, Bill Dwyer, the
first time, you know, he ma&e gepeeches and all that, Wnen he
met him -- I don't know -- seemed like maybe he didn't want
him or something. I am not too sure. ¥

Q. Carlos.didn't seem to open up to Oswald?

A. That 1s right. He opened up enough, you
know, but he didn't give him any speeches or anything like
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that.

Q. If you ¢an think of anything else that
occecurred, we would like to have you tell us..

A." 0K,

Q. Ir you can't, I don't have any other
questions., |

A. He did seem like =~ I guess he did seem like
the type who was a little anti-soccial., ..

Q. He didn't seem to be too friendly?

A. No. He seemed friendly. I mean, he seemed
friendly, you know, but he -- maybe like he didn't have
enough experience with pecple, sort of. He seemed friendly

though, That 1s one thing.
¥R. LIEBELER: I don't have any other questions.
MRS, GERACI: Do you have a reéord of me report-
ing Carlos to the F,B.I.? Do you have tha% in tho recoxrd
anywhere where I found out -- he told me he was going to
collzet money for Cuba, but I didn't kmow he &as giving out
fhese llttle tickets as he called them, and then when I found
out he had collected $10.00:and brought it dovn and I saw
the recelpts and he had more tilckets, we forbade him to go

down there, and Carlos called the house to try to get him a -~

what is 1%?-- a license or permit to go from house to house

and collect money.

THE WITNESS: He never called me.

DIETRICH & WITT, Inc. *  STENOTYPE REPORTERS ®  NATIOMAL BANK OF COMMERCE BLDG. +  NEW ORLEANS



Krec g

——
—

b

™

20

2]

22

23

24

25

21

MRS. GERACI: He d1d call me,

THE WITNESS: He called you? Carlos?

MRS, GERACI: I spoke with him on the phone,

THE WITNESS: That i1s because I told him -- when
: collected,}%%sr;an told me to do something like that, that
I needed a license, s0 I went and told I :’;You have to get
a license," He said, "Don't colleat any more until I get one.
Then he went t City HMall and got some stuff he had to £111
out, ' g

Q. This wasn't Oswald who told you you ecouldn't
collegt?

A. ' No.

Q. Oswald didn't have anything to do with this?

A. No. This was before I knew Oswald. This is

I went there and he said I had to get a license to do that,

so I called Carlos on the phone and told him,

MRS. GERACI: Then when Carlos called the house,

I realized he was still involved in this. Ao
< THE WITNESS: Iltold you I was,
MRS, GERACI: I put my foot down and told him he
couldn't do it any more, and I called the F.B.I.
THE WITNESS: And the Better Business Bureau.
MRS, GERACI: They told ie to ¢all the Better

& man works some place -- who works in a cleaner's I remember.

Zuziness Bureau, but the man at the F.B.I. told me he couldn't|
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give cut any information as to whether this was a Communist
organlzation or not, and the headquarters woere in Miami, and
the best thing to do would be not to let him get involved in
1t any more. Then I called the Better Business Bureau, and
they were supposed to check with Miami, buf X never did get
a report back from him.

Q. Was thils before or after you met Oswald?

A. This was before.

MRS, QGERACI: But he has the recelpt at home.
with the date on 1t. When he gave Carlos noney, Carlos gave
him a receipt;

THE WITNESS: I remember Carlos making out a
check to gilve the money to Miami too. When I gave him the
money, he'put the money in his bank and made out a cheek to
the headquarters,

MRS, GERACI: We met Carlos just now 1n the hall,
and he told me the best thing Philip could do would be listen
to his parents and be a good student. Right dow that would be
the way he could help combat‘communism. And I told him I
thought he was too young to ﬁet involved in things like this,
gelling tickets for Cuba and all this stuff., Last year he
was only 15 and too young to be involved In all that mess.
“he man at the F,B,I, told me that an organlzatlion could be

all right today and next week i1t would be Communist controlled
and how was I to lmow.
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! Q. How did you first become aware that Oswald
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MR, LIEBELER: Do you know who you talked to at
the F.B.I,? A
‘ MRS, GERACI: Gee, I may have his name at home
with these slips of paper that I took from hinm. R |
MR. LIEBELER: It 18 not really important, I .
Just wondered if you remembered,
" MRS, GERACY: Well, I wanted hils name cleared for
getting‘mixed up with Carlos, because I didn't know from '
beans about Carlos. He could be a Communist. I don't know
who 18 and who isn't, Vhen I found out he met Oswald, I
nearly died. The week this happened he was camping with the '

Boy Secouts and gone Fridey, Saturdéy, and Sunday when the
stulf was on TV.

- THE WITNESS: I was in school when he got shot.

didn't see a lot of the funeral and all that stuff showing
Oswald's pictﬁre{

was the fellow you met? Did Vance talk to you about 1t? Do
you remember?

A. The first time was when the F.B,.I. agent
came to my house and asked did I see an ex-Marine and showad
& picture and all that., 'Y didn't even know 1t before that,
It was Just then that I realized.

Q. Did the F,B.I. man tell you how he --
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A, Goft my name?

Q. What prompted him, why he came to your
house. Did he tell you? '

A." Well, he said he couldn't tell me that. I
asked him, and he sald, well, he couldn't tell me, ' Of course,
I guess 1t might have been because we ;Lme'motﬁefrcalléd,
you know, about this Cuban business Q;'they'got my name on
thelr 11t or-something, I guess, and when  they fouhd out
that he tried to join that group, that must have been where
1T came from. That is what I think.

MRS, GERACI: They probably had a list of people
who were collecting money for the organlzation.

MR. LIEBELER: O,K., I don't have any more
questions. I do want to thank you very much for coming in
and being as cooperative as you have, and, on behalf of the
Commission, I want to thank You very much '

THE WITNESS: O0.K,

MRS. GERACI: You are welcome, sodlong as we
don't have anj publicity. . |

MR. LIEBELER: fhat is something you never can
guaranteiq“but—&b*wun*twbe"mwwfauib~ifﬂyuu"ﬂsz_Na

....Thereupon, the taking of the witness's

testimony was concluded....
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I, Helen R. Dietrich, do hereby certify that
the above and foregoing (24 pages of typewritten matter)
is & true and correct transoription of the aﬁenographia
(Stenotype) notes of the testimony of PHILIP GERACI, III,
taken down by me, and transcribed under my aupervision, on
the Tth day of April, 1964, in New Orleans, Louislana, in pro-
ceedings before the Presldent’'s Commissioﬁ invéstiéating thé;

assassination of President Kennedy.

* * * ¥

y)
I have read the foregoing, pages 1 through 25, on this

—-daycﬂ'mm$~l9@h and it 1s true and correct.
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Philip Geracl IIT
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