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TESTIMONY OF CHARLES HALL STEELE, SR.

The testimony of Charles Hall Steele, Sr., was taken on April 7, 1964, at the
0ld Civil Courts Building, Royal and Conti Streets, New Orleans, La., by Mr.
Albert K. Jenner, Jr., assistant counsel of the President's Commission.

Charles Hall Steele, Sr., 1488 Madrid Street, New Orleans, La., after first
being duly sworn, testified as follows:

Mr. Jewner. You are Mr. Charles Hall Steele, Sr., Is that right?

Mr. Steere. Right, s ‘

Mr. Jenser. And you have seen the letter received by your son from Mr.
Rankin, general counsel of the President's Commission, bave you not?

BMr. 8reErE. Yes,
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Me Jewaes Yo Dvee ezl g
Mz o Sorrte Yew

Mr, Jessen, Dl you alio pead the deautetits that meie efofoanmt vl oy,
letter?

Mr. SIEELE, Ned sir

Mr. Jexsei, Well, those documents, Mr, Steele, consist of SBenate Joint Hew $o
tion 137, authorizing the erention of the Commission to investlznte (e ay
sassination of Uresident John Fitzgerald Kennedy ;) the Executive Onder N
11130 of President Lyndon B. Johnson, appeinting that Commisslon nid fixing
4t powers amd its duties, and a copy of the rules and regulations under whicl

we take testimony before the Commission nnd nlso by deposition, as In this cnse,

The Commission is directed to investignte all the facts and circumstances sur-
rounding or bearing upon the assassination of our late President Kennedy, I
am Albert E, Jenner, Jr,, one of the various members of the legal stafl of the
Commission, and we are here today taking depositions of witnesses who may
have in some way touched the lives of the Oswald family during their residence
here in New Orleans.

You have told us that you have some concern about your boy in this matter,

d you have also told me of your position in this communtty both ns a family
than and a public oflicial. I think-it will be proper, due to the circumstances
of your situation, to put a statement from you into the record of these proceed-
ings before the Commission, and so, with your permission, I will ask you some
questions at this time.

Mr. Steere, All right.

Mr, JENwER. Now, you are a native-born American here, and your wife is a
native-born American, and all your children were born here, is that right?

Mr. 8teELE. Correct.

Mr, Jennes. In and around this area?

Mr, Steere. Yes, sir,

Mr. JenneEr. You are how old now, sir?

Mr, STeELE. I am 44, but I will be 45 the 15th of August, this year—1964.

Mr. Jenner. Do you have any children in addition to Charles Hall, Jr.?

Mr. SteELE. I have a daughter Jacqueline; she’'s a twin to Charles, and I have
one boy Gerald, who is aged 13. :

Mr. Jesnes. Jacqueline, what is she doing?

Mr. STeELE. She is at Mercy Hospital, a student nurse. She will graduate in
August.

Mr. JennER, Now, tell me about yourself, Mr. Steele?

Mr. SteerE. I am a deputy sheriff, attached to the Civil Districet Court, and
an officer of the court. I own a small business known as the Liberty Coffee and
Household Co.

Mr. JenNEr. You are a service man, are you?

Mr. STEELE. 23 years on active National Guard status, subject to 24 hours’
notice.

Mr. JENNER. Were you in World War II?

Mr. STeELE. I wns, : .

Mr, JENNER. What was the nature of that service?

Mr, Steere. I was Inducted right here in 1041, June or July ; I don't remember
exactly, and I went on duty with the AFRTC, at Fort Enox, Ky. That's the
Air Torce Replncement Training Center, at Fort Knox, and then I was trans-
ferred to the 5th Armored Division, and that division was sent to England, but
I didn't go with them. I was in the cadre that was sent to the Tank Destroyer
Battalion at Camp Forest, Tenn., and we pulled winter maneuvers, after which
they found that our unit was not ready to go overseas, so we were disbanded and
1 was then sent to the 631st Tank Destroyer Dattalion at Camp Shelby, where
I was a sergeant, and then I was sent to the 773d Tank Destroyer Battalion, and
I finally ended up after 2 years in Charleston, 8.C., in charge of a G.U. ward, 80
I spent two lovely yeara living off of Uncle 8am, and I was discharged as a staff
sergeant, und then I went to Fort 8ill, Okla., in 1040, after belng commissioned
in the National Guard in 1048, and received my fleld commission in artillery,
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M Syeare s biod better not bee,

Mr Jrsxin You heard hils slory, didin't you, Mr. Steele, nbout what happened
on this veeaslon?

Meo Steeoe T ostarbed that story off with him from the minute he hit that
front door, and T have been right with him on down through the FRBI, the Reeret
Servlee, nud everybody, right on through, and this is the only time that he has
ever been questioned outside of my pregence,

Mr. JeNNER. Well, he is your son, and 1 know you have his welfare in mind
all the time, and there is a possibility that fathers might become prejudiced
in matters of this kind, but knowing him as you do and being his father, and
knowing his weaknesses and so forth, do you think now that he Is telling the
truth about this?

Mr. Sterze. Well, let me put it this way., In my experience, being a battery
commander and handling 60 to 70 men at one time, and I have been in conrt,
and with my experlence and all that, I have honestly tried to trick him, using
the same tactics that yon might say the best attorneys would use, and I feel
that he Is honestly telling the truth. I feel he has told that story over and over
again In exnctly the same way, so that's the only conclusion T can come to.
In my own mind, I am positive he didn't know what he was doing at the time,

Mr. Jennee. You gave him a good cross examination, in other words, is that
right?

Mr, Steere. Belleve me, because I was under a nervous tenslon dver this,
T'll tell you. I was just promoted In August, to my present position, and actu-
ally I am not a State officer; T am a Federal officer, and at the same time T had
been in the middle of a campalgn, running for the democratie nomination for
comuniitteeman, and I am a member of the pledged electors’ group, and T ad-
vocate that T as a Democrat am pledged to tlie chioice of the Demoecratie Party,
and I just couldn’t stand by and let something like this come np and take that
all away from me, 8o I certainly did cross-examine him, and I got to the botton
of it, and I'm satisfied that he was not at fault. He had n weank moment in
which he saw a chance to make a couple of bucks, but other than that, he didu't
have the slightest idea of what he was doilng. TI'm satisfied of that,

Mr. Jenner. Is there anything else that you would like to add to what you have
sald, Mr. Steele?

Mr, Steere. No; I think that's about it.

Mr. Jenner, Now, you have the privilege, if you wish, to read and sign your
deposition, or you may waive that, and the. reporter will transeribe the deposi-
tion, and It will be forwarded direct to Washington. What Is your preference

“on that? .

Mr, Steece. T will waive it.

Mr. Jenwer. All right, Mr. Steele; thank you for coming in and testifying
voluntarily, I wanted your background in the record, In view of the fact that
your boy did have personal contact with Oswald and particularly beeause of
your position in the community, I wanted your background in the record. Thanic
¥on very much,

Mr. Steere. I think I can promise you that he is not going to get into ony .
more trouble. We had that out over and over, and I don't think he wiil be
passing out any more leaflets, ‘

Mr. Teywer T think we all belleve that, Mr. Steele; well, thank You ugain
for giving your statement. Tt will be of help to the Commission in evaluiting

the teatlmony of your son, by showlng his family background, and so forlh,
Thank you. L 7 )
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TESTIMONY OF PHILIP GERACI III

The testimony of Philip Geracl III, accompanled by his mother, was taken on

. Aprll 7-8, 1964, at the Old Civil Courts Duilding, Royal and Conti Streets, New

Orleans, La,, by Mr., Wesley J. Liebeler, assistant counsel of the Presldent’s
Commission, * .

(Reporter's Note: The witness, Philip Geracl, was accompanied into the hear-
ing room by his mother.)

Philip Geracl, having been first duly sworn, was examined and testified as
follows: s '

Mr. Lizseres. My name Is Wesley J, Liebeler, I am a member of the legal

* staff of the President's Commission Investignting the assassination of President

Kennedy. Staff members have been authorized to take the testimony of wit-

‘nesses by the Commission pursuant to authority granted to the Commission by

14

Executive Order No. 11180, dated November 29, 1963, and joint resolution of
Congress No. 187. .

I understand that Mr. Lee Rankin wrote you a letter last week in which he
told you that I would contact you, did he not?

Mr. Genacor, A letter? No.

Mr. LigneLer. You did not receive a letter from Mr. Rankin?

Mrs, Genacr. Would you please glve us one. We would like to have It to keep.

Mr, Genacr. Somebody said they sent one. :

Mr. Liengrer, You didn't receive it?

Mr. Geracr, No.

Mrs. Geract. We dld not recelve it.

Mr, LiestieR, Now I think In point of fact that Ia right. I think that the de-
cision to take your testimony was made subsequent to the time that the letters
were sent out to other witnesses. Now you are——

Mrs, Geracr. May I make a statement before we go any further?

Mr, Lieneren. Let the record Indleate that Mrs. Geracl is in the hearing room
at her request to assist her son and give moral support. ’

Mrs. Geraon And we want no publicity at all, please.

Mr. Lienerer. We have already given to the reporters the names of some of
the witnesses who came in, but we have already been advised that you did not
want any publielty at this point, and we did not give your name to the newspa-
per reporter or make any statement about Philip's appearance here.

Mr, Geracr. Does that mean I ean’t tell anyone nbout it?

Mr. Lieperen. That Is something you ean settle among yourselves.

Mr., Gemact. I told everybody I went to a doctor's appointment this evening.

Mr. LigpeLer. [Handing documents to witness] Now I want to give you a copy
of the Joint Resolution of Congress and of the Executive order that I have Just
referred to, and also of the Rules of Practice adopted by the Commission con-
cerning the taking of testimony of witnesses. Those rules provide that tech-
nically you are entitled to 3 days’ notice before you appear to have your testimony
taken, but you are entitled to waive that notice, and I assume that, since you are
here, you would be willing to walive it with regard to the testimony. Is that
right, Philip?

Mr, Genact. I don't know.

Mrs, GEracy. Yes, Well, they did not notify us 8 days ahead of time, but that
is all right. We are here. They called yesterduy. . )

My, LienrLer, You have indicated that you are willing to go ahead with the
testimony instead of waiting for the 8 days’ notice?

(Mrs, Geracl nodded assent.) | ]

Mr, Lrenices, Philip, would you state your full name for the record, please?

Mr. Genacor, Philip Geracl, the Third.

Mr. Lizperer. What is your address?

Mr. Genact, 2201 Green Acres Road.

Mr. Lagnerer, New Orleans?

Mr. Genaor, Metairie,

Mr, Lienerer. When were you born?
Mr. GEnacr. February 21, 1048.



Mr. Lirnkeer. 8o you are now about 16 yenrs old or 17 years old?

Mr, Geract, Yes. Well, T am 16, ‘

Mr. Taknerer. Do you go to school ?

Mr. Geract. Yes, sir.

Mr, LiepeLer. Where? .

Mr. Geract. Enst Jefferson High School.

Ar. Lienerer. And you are—what?—a junior there now, or a senior?

Mr. Geracyr. No, sophomore, 10th grade.

Mr. Liesrrer. 10th grade. Do you know a man by the name of Carlos
Bringuler?

Mr. Geracr. Yes, sir.

Mr, Lienerer. When did you first meet him?

Mr. Gracr. Well, this was summer, last Fummer, some place around the be-
ginning of it, and—you want me to tell you everything about it?

Mr. Laeserer, Yes., - fi

Mr. Genact. Well, T was down there with a friend. [Addressing mother.]
Do you think I should give his name?

(Mrs. Gerael nodded assent.) |

) 'Mr. Liznerer. Please do. You were down where?

Mr. Geracr. Down there in New Orleans, I mean on Cannl Street. We had to
Ro to some radlo shop. It was Bill Dwyer. That is a friend. And we were
down there and we wanted to go in radio shops and everything, so I fwW—going
down there I saw, looking to the side, that they had a slgn saying “Cnsa oen,”
and I took Spanish in school, so I was interested, nnd I went in there and—well.
he was a little reluctant, but we went anyway.

Mr. Liesgrer. Your friend was a little reluctant?

Mr. Genact. Yes, a little bit. Ile didn't get mixed ap in this or anything. And
then, well, when we were In there, we looked around a little at everything, then
I asked the man there—I didn't know It was Carlos Bringuier then—I asked him
was he n Cuban. He said yes, he was an exile, and everything, you know. I
agked him a few things, T guess—I don't know exactly what—youn know, just a
little conversation like. Then I ask him was tliere anything that T as an Ameri-
can could do. He said, well, he didn't know, to come back later. You know, he
acted as though maybe—Ilike—just like he just didn’t want me to help or some-
thing like that, I guess, so we left and went home, and that was it.

Mr. LiepeLer. And when did you see him agaln, if you did? Yon did sce him
agaln, didn't you?

Mr. Geract. Yes,

Mr. LigneLer. When?

Mr. Genaor. I don’t remember when., I remember I saw him a few times, T
couldn’t exactly say how many, but T went back another time when T was in
town, I stopped off and saw him, and I saw him another time. Then I think it
was about the fourth time that I was there that I snw Lee Harvey Oswald.

Mr. Lienerer. Now before we get to that, did you ever raise any money for
Carlos' nctivities?

Mr, GerAcL. Not until the third time. .

Mr. Liencier. What happened ?

Mr. Geracr. No; wait. Come to think of it, T think it was about the Gifth time
that I saw Oswald; something lke that. I remember I went. back—il was
about the third time—after asking him—I asked him, “Do you think it Is pos-
sible to rnise donations?' And he said, "Well, yos: it is possible.”  And he
showed me these little yellow slips, sort of like yellow, and they were like
receipts if you paid, and he said I could get them—you know—if T wanted te,
I could, you know, go, and he conld give them to me, and go and get donations
and give the people this receipt and bring the money back to him.

Mr. Ligsgrer. So did you take some of the receipta?

Mr, Geracr Yes.

Mr, Lizngtes. And did you get some money?

Mr. Geracr, Yes. E

Mr. Lienkren, And you gave it to Carlos?

Mr. Gwact, Yes; It was nlout, 100
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Mr. Geracr. Yes, sir. -

Mr. Lizrerkr. Now, is it correct that on the day that you came into the Casn
Roea to give this money to Carlos that you met Lee Oswald?

Mr. Genact. I don't know-if I turned in the money or not. No; I don't think
I turned In money, byt T eonldn’t be sure. I remember I went there, and that
is the time the last guy, Vance Blalock, came along with me. It was his first
time and everything. And we went in there—I might have turned it in, I am
not too sure, Muaybe I did; maybe I didn't. I can't remember too much, but
I was in there anyway talking to him and that is when I met him,

My, Ligserer. That Is when you met Oswald?

Mr. Geracr, Yes; you want me to tell all that?

Mr. Liskrer. Yes; tell me all the circumstances of how Oswald——

Mr. GErActL Everything I know?

Mr. Laeneier. Met you and everything you know about it, what the con-
© versation wns, who was there.

Mr. Geract. Well, we were—Vanee and me went in there, Vance and I, we
want into there, T introduced Vance to Carlos, and Cnrlos started talking to him
about, you know, freedom and all that, demoeracy and everything. '.l‘héq later
on while we were talking, T.ee Oswald came in, you know, while we were talk-
ing, gnd he eame in n little while later. He was by himself and he seemed a
little nervons, I remember Lie was dressed Jjust like in that picture there shows,
[Indienting photograph,]

Mr. LirneLEr. You are referring to a peture here on the table?

Mr. GenacL Yes, sir; well he was dressed something like that.

Mr. Larneer. Which has previously been marked as Fxhibit 1 to the affldavit
of Jesse J. Garner. I show you that picture. [ Bxhibiting photograph to witness.]
Yon say Lee was dressed something like thul when you met him?

Mr. Geracr. Yes; you know, he had on a tie and a shirt, short sleeved ghirt,
and sort of like dress pants. I don’t know the ecolor of them, but they were sort
of like dress pants, just about as much as this. [Indieating photograph.]

Mr. YaesrLer, Do you recognize that individual in the picture as being the man
that you saw in the store that day?

Mr. Geracr. Well, tell you the truth, when I first heard about it in the papers
and on the TV, I didn’t recognize him. See, I forgot that I met this guy over
there, you know, I forgot about it, and T thought I didn't meet him. It wasn't
until the FBT man eame to my house and he showed me a picture of him when
he was first under arrest, and he Zot arrested in Angust, the 4th T think.

Mr. Lagnereg. e showed you a picture that had been taken of Lee when he
had been under arvest hiere in New Orleans?

Mr, Genracr. Yes; it was one of those things with three things, showing him
from the front, the side, and his face.

Mr, Liensier. Did you then recognize the man in the picture that they showed
you a8 being the man that you met in the store that day?

Mr. Geracr. Well, you see, I didn't exactly recognize him maybe, but anyway
I was prefty sure it was him though. He snid—he showed me that and said,
“Io yon ever remember an ex-marine—and then T remembered there wns a gny
who was dressed something like that who was an ex-marine who came in, and
he did have n funuy name, you know, like Lee, It's a llttle unusual, it's kind of
rare, and I remembered the last name was a little hard, so it just fits that that
wis him, .

Mr, Lakpeifg. Now what kind of conversations did you have with this fellow
or what did you talk about?

- Mr, Geract, Well, first——

Mr. Lizoerer. As T understand it now, there were this marine, Lee Oswald,
and Carlos, and Vance Blalock and yourself. Is that right?

Mr. GenrAct. Yes, sir.

Mr, Larsenen, Was there anybody else there? :

Mr, Genacr. Well, while we were talking, this man eame up. He wns in n
big truck, some big truck. I never looked at It closely. Ile came up and stopped,
and the man rushed In, and be ‘wns wencing—well,. he. was wearing one of
these—like n cap like you sce them wenring over In England. I don't know
what kind it Is, but anyway It s the kind that truckdrivers wear, I guess, nnd
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he looked kind of Spanish. Mnybe he was a Cuban exile. He was kind of fat,
and he came In and showed Carlos this broken radio that he had, so Carlos
left and he started fixing the radio and left us to talk to ourselves, Lee and me
and my friend. Well, he is the only other person I know that came in. I
don't know If he knew what wns going on.

Mr. LicperLer. Now fell us the conversation that you and Lee and Vance and
Carlos had, the best you can recall it. *

Mr. Geracr. Well, Carlos and me and Vance were kind of talking among our-
selves, and he came in and said, “Excuse me,” nnd, you know, he acted n little
nervous and things like that. FHe asked, “Is this the Cuban headquarters, Cuban
exile headquarters?' And, “Are you a Cuban exile? You know, the way I
acted when I first went in there, Just asked him a few questions, was he n
Cuban exile, and Carlos sald yes. He asked him some questions like was Lie
connected with the Cosa Nostra, La Cosi Nostra,

Mr. LienerEr. Who asked that?

Mr. Geract. Oswald ; he asked that,

Mr. Ligseres. Of Carlos? ]

Mr. Geracr Yes; and Carlos said no, he wasn't. Oswald then asked where
was his headquarters—in Miami? And Carlos said yes; and he said—lot's
see—ind then Oswald asked, said something like, "It is kind of exciting meeting
someone"—I don't know if he sald exciting—bnut he expressed something like
that. He said, you know, he expressed wonder or something like that at meet-
ing somebody who was a real Cuban exile, you know, someone who is really
trying to do something to help free Cuba and all that. He didn't really say
much. In the papers they said he trled to join and all that. That must have
been later, becnuse this was—

Mr. Lieperer. He didn't do that when you were there?

Mr. Geracr. No. This was his first visit. Aa far as I can make out, it must
have been, and he asked a few questions like that, Carles just answered real
simply and all that, he didn't go into any big speeches, you know, with them,
like he did for me and Vance, just answered his questions simply. Then when
the man eame in with the broken radlo, Carlos left, and that left Oswald, me,
and Vance by ourselves. )

Then, well, we asked—you know, we were a little interested in guerrilla
warfare ourselves and things like that, and he said, well, he was an ex-marine,
sald he was in the Marines once. He snid he learned a little bit about that
stuff, and he said a few things about guerrilla warfare I remember, like he
sald the way to derail a train was to wrap chain around the ties of the track
and then lock it with a padlock and the train would derall. He said the thing
he liked best of all was learning how to blow up the Fluey P. Long Bridge. Ile
Baid you put explosive at each end on the banks and blow it up, and that
leaves the one column standing. And he said how to make a homemade gun
and how to make gunpowder, homemade gunpowder, He Just went into those
real simply. He didn't really, you know, tell us how to do it or anything, just
sald like If you want to make a homemade gun, you know, do something 1lke—
you know, the thing you pull back [demonstrating] and it goes forward, lilee
on one of the pinball machines. He just said something like that, Ie didn't
really go iito detail or anything. We didn't sk him. And by (hls time Carlos
came back from the other guy, and eame back, and he was listening, and, well,
that is about all,

Oh, there was one important thing, Oswald said something ke that he had
a military manual from when he was In the Marines, and he sald he would give
it to me, and I said, “That is all right, You don't have to. You can give it
to Carlos.” He snid, “Well, OK, he will give it to Carlos next time he comen."

And after that—well, everybody left. That Is as far as I can make out.

Mr. LieneLes. Do you remember-

Mr. Geracr. And he sald he was going to come back later and give Carlos
this military manual from when he was in the Marines,

Mr. Lieneren. And was he going to give this to Carlos for Carlos’ benefit, or

was ]’IB——-
Mr, Geracr. For Carlos’ beneflt, I guess, Carlos’ or the Cuban exiles'.
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Mr. Liesever. Did you hear any conversation about training guerrillag to
oppose Castro?

Mr. Grracr. No. He didn’t say anything about being an expert rifle shooter,
+ hever said anything about Eoing? to Russia or Joining or training or anything

Hke that, ’ .

" Mr. LIENELER. Well, was there a conversation concerning the training of anti-
Castro troops or guerrillns to oppose Castro? .

Mr, Geracr, No; that must have been later, maybe when he came back some
other time,

Mr. Lienerer. Now were You present at all times while Oswald was there?

Mr. Geracr. We got there before he did and we left at the same time he did.

Mr. Lienerer, So, as far as you know, there wouldn't have been any oppor-
tunity for Oswald and Carlos to talk among themselves where You wouldn't .
have heard what they said? .

Mr. Geracr. That s right; becnuse we were there all the time.

Mr. Lientien. And ¥ou have no recollection that Oswald told Carlos that he
wanted to help train anti-Castro guerrillas to fight against Castro?

Mr. Genacr. None at all ; none that I remember.

M§. Laeneree. All right. Now what was Oswald going to bring this marine
book back for?

Mr. Grracr Well, I guess to give to Carlos to help him out or something,
First he was going to give It to me and Vance, I guess he wanted us to blow
up the bridge or something. T don't know. We snid no; and so he said, “OK.
I will give it to Carlos,” you know, because after all Carlos—I guess he could
use it belter than we could, you know, blow up bridges In Cuba or something,
and I guess he was just golng to give It to him so he counld learn some stuff
from it. I wouldn't know.

Mr. Lieserer, Now when you left the store did you try to follow Oswald
at all?

Mr. Geracr. Well, we had some thought about it, When he left, he was golng
to go down—he crossed Canal Street and he was—he kept on going that way, I
think on 8t. Charles or Claiborne—way down there near the end—which one is
closer to the river? St. Charles?

Mr. Lenster. T am not familiar with New Orleans, go T get them mixed up.

Mr. GERACT. It must have been St. Charles he went down, and Vance said, “Hey,
let’s follow hini, see where he lives." He told us where he lived, but the way
he told ns the address——

Mr. LiengLer. You don't know what it was?

Mr. Geract. When the FBI man came by my house that day, he asked me, and
I could just barely remember it. I remember it was to the left of Canal Street.
It was Magazine Street.

- Mr. LIEngLeg, Maguzine Street? What number?

Mr. GerAcL. Well, I remembered the number a little, I couldn’t remember it
altogether, but I remember—

Mr. LigneLer. Do you remember that he had told you the number?

Mr. GerAcL Yes; and T conld—I had a few—I menn I had a little recollection
nbout what it was, like it was a big number sort of like and had two zeros in
It or something. I don't even remember. It seemed that his number did have
that. We decided—we thought maybe we can follow him for fun, but we de-
cided no, we had better not, you know, because it was not good or anything, so
we Just went up Cnnal Street. ) :

:Mr, Lizngrer. Do you remember whether Oswald said anything about having
been in Florida? ' .

Mr. Geracr. In Florida?

Mr, LIENELER. Yes. |

Mr, Geracr. I am not too sure about that.

Mr. LEnerer. You don't remember one way or the other Whether——

Mr. Geract, The only thing I remember about Florida is when he asked was
hendquarters down there. Ile could have, but I don't know,

Mr. Laengren. Now did you ever see Oswald after that?

Mr. GERAcL Noj; that was the lnst time; first and last.

Alr. Lieneren. How about Carlos? Did you see him after that?



Mr. Geracr. Yed. That time when we found out that it was Oswald who killed
him, well, then I went there, you know, to get things straightened out and talk
with Carlos a little about him, you know. y

Mr. TaenerEr. You went back and talked with Carlos, about this meeting with
Oswald, after the assassination? Is that right?

Alr, Geract. Yes. :

Mr. Lizngrer. Do you remember whether you saw Carlos between the timme
thnt you met Oswald and the assassination?

Mr. Geract. Carlos?

Mr, LieseLER. Yes.

Mr. Genact. Not that I remember.

Mr. Lirnerer. Can you tell us approximately when it was that you met Oswald?
Whas it July or August? .

Mr. GenacL. Well, last time the FBI man came, I estimated around late July.
I eouldn't remember now, so I will just stick with late July. That seems to
stick pretty good. Vance said the same thing himself when the FBI man ques-
tioned q&m. 80 I am pretty sure it was between late July—middle July to late
July.

l\fr. LieserEr. Did you form any opinion about Oswald when you met him?

Mr. Geract. When I met him?

Mr. Lignerer. Yes. What did you think of him?

Mr. Geraci. Well, when he went in there, I noticed he was a little nervous,

Mr. LieneLer. How did he show his nervousness? De you remember?

Mr. Geract. Well, the way he talked, you know. Well, you know, the way he
talked I guess, kind of, you know, searching around for words and all that,
and I remember he leaned on the table, and I remember reading onece that, you
know, if you exert some physical exertion, it kind of helps you tend to calm down
or something like that. Anyway, I could tell by the way he was leaning on
the table that maybe he was nervous,

Mr. Ligpergr. Other than this nervousness, did you form any other opinion
about it?

Mr. Geracr. Not particularly.

Mr. Liererer, Did he appear to be an Intelligent person?

Mr. Geraor Intelligent person?

Mr. Lienerer. Yes.

Mr. Geraor Sort of. He didn't appear stupid or anything like that. He
seemed OK, you know. He didn't seem like a Communist. Seemed like he just
wanted to, you know, help out too, sort of.

Mr. Liererer. Did you subsequently learn that Oswald was arrested by the
New Orleans Police Department for distributing Fair Play for Cuba Committee
leaflets?

Mr. Geracr. T didn’t know that until after he killed Kennedy and it was in
the papers. 0

Mr. Lienerer. Yon didn't hear it? .

Mr. Grract. On the radio?

Mr. TLaeperer. On the radio or television.

WMr, Geract. No.

Mr. Liesrrer. Do you think you have now told us everything that you can
rememher about this meeting you bad with Oswald and Carlos? Is there any-
thing else that you can think of? :

Mr. Genacr. No, There might be one thing. Carlos, when he talked to me
and Vance and my friend, Bill Dwyer, the first time, you know, he made speeches
amd all that. When he met him—I don't know—seemed like maybe he didn't
want him or something, I am not too sure.

Mr, Lienecer. Carlos didn't seem to open up to Oswald?

Mr. Geracr. That is right. He opened up enough, you know, but he didn't
give him any specches or anything like that.

Mr. Lizserer, If you can think of anything else that occurred, we would like
to have you tell us. :

Mr. Genacr. OK.
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Mr. Geracr. Ie did seem like—I guess he did seem like the type who was a
Httle antisocial, i

Mr, Lienerer. ITe didn't seem to be too friendiy? "

Mr, Geracr. No.  Ue seemeid friendly, I menn, he seemed friendly, you know,
but he—maybe like o didn’t have enough experlence with people, sort of. Ile
seemed friendly though., That is one thing,

Mr. Lienenen. I don’t bave amy other questions.

Mrs. Grract.. Do you have a record of me _reporting Carlos to the FBI? Do
you have (hat in the record anywhere where I found out—he told me he was
going to collect money for Cuba, but I didn’t know he was giving out these little
tiekets ns he ealled them, and then when I found out he had collected $10 and
bronght It down and I saw the receipts and he had more tickets, we forbade
him to go down there, and Carlos ealled the house to try to get him a—what is
it—a license or permit to go from house to honse and collect money.

Mr. Geract, He never called me. - -

Mrs, Geraor. He did call me.

Mr. Geraor. He called you? Carlos?

Mrs, Geract. I spoke with him on the phone.

M. Grract. That is becanse I told him—when I collected, a man told me
to do something lile that, that I needed n license, so I went and told Carlos,
“You have to get a license.” Ie sald, “Don't eollect any more until I get one,”
Then he went to eity hall and got some stuff he had to fill out,

Mr. Liznecer. This wasn't Oswald who told you you conldn't collect?

Mr. Genacr. No.

Mr. Lrznerer. Oswald didn’t have anything to do with this?

Mr. Genacr. No; this was before T knew Oswald. This is a man works some
plice—who works in a cleaner’s, T remember. I went there and he said T had
to get a license to do that, so I enlled Carlos on the phone and told him.

Mg, Grract. Then when Carlos called the house, I realized he was still in-
volved in this,

Mr. Geract I told you I was.

Mrs. Geract. T put my foot down and told him he couldn’t do it any more, and
I ealled the ¥FBI.

Mr, Genacr. And the Better Business Bureau.

Mrs. Geracr. They told me to call the Better Business Bureau, but the man
at the FRI told me he couldn't give out any information as to whether this was
a Communist orgnnization or not, and the headquarters were in Miami, and
the best thing to do wonld be not to let him get Involved in it any more. Then
I called the Detter Business Bureaun, and they were pupposed to check with
Miami, but T never did get a report back from him,

Mr, Liengrer, Was this before or after you met Oswald?

Mr, Geracr. This was before,
© Mrs. Geract. But he has the veceipt at home with the date on it. When
he gave Carlos money, Carlos gave him a receipt.

Mr. Genact. 1 remember Carlos making out a check to give the money to
Minmi too. When I gave him the money, he put the money in his bank and
made out a check to the headquarters.

Mrs. Gunact. We met Carlos just mow In the hall, and he told me the hest
thing Philip could do would be listen to his parents and be a good student.
Right now that would be the way he could help combat eommunism. And I
told him I thought he was too young to get involved in things like this, selling
tiekets for Cuba nnd all this stuff. Last year he was only 15 and too young to
be invelved in all that mess, The man at the FBI told me that an organization
could be all right today and next week it wonld be Communist-controlled and
how was I to know. .

Mr. Lieserer. Do you know who you talked to at the FBI?

Mrs, Geract. Gee, I may have his name at home with these slips of paper that
I took from him. o R

Mr, Ligneren. It is not really important. I just wondered if you remembered.

Mrs, Geracr. Well, T wanted his name cleared for getting mixed up with
Carlos, because I didn't know from beans about Carlos. “Fle could be a Com-
munist. I don’t know who is and who isn’t. When I found out e met Oswnld,
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1 nearly died. The week this happened he was camping with the Boy SBeouts
anil rupe Friday, Saturday, and Snnday when the stuff was on TV.

Mr. GEract. I was in school when he got shot.

Mrs, Geract, But you were In camp, but you didn’t see a Iot of the funeral and
all that stuff showing Oswald’s picture.

Mr. Lienecer. How did you first become aware that Oswald was the follow
youmet? Did Vance talk to you about it? Do you remember?

Mr. Genact. The first time was when the FBI agent came to my house and
usked did I see an ex-marine and showed a picture and all that. T didn't even
know it before that. It wns just then that I realized.

Mr. LirneLer. Did the FBI man tell you how he—

Mr. Geracr. Got my name?

Mr. Lieperer. What prompted him, why did he come to your house? Did
he tell you?

Mr. Geracr. Well, he said he couldn't tell me that. I asked him, and he said,
well, he couldn’t tell me. Of course, I guess it might have Deen because wo—
my mother called, you know, about this Cuban business—they got my name on
their list or something, I guess, and when they found out that he tried to join
that group, that must bave been where it came from. That is what I think.

Mrs, GeracL. They probably had a list of people who were collecting money
for the organization.

Mr, Ligserer. OK. I don't have any more questions. I do want to thank
you very much for coming in and being as cooperative as you have, and, on
behalf of the Commission, I want to thank you very much.

Mr, Genacr. OK.

Mrs. GEracI. You are welcome, so long as we don't have any publicity.

Mr. Lizsecer. That is something you never can guarantee.



