
TESTIMONY OF CHARLES HALL STEELS, SR. 

The testimony of Charles Hall Steele, Sr.. was taken on April 7, 1064. at the 
Old Civil Courts Building, Royal and Coati Streets, New Orleans, La., by Mr. 
Albert E. Termer, Jr., assistant counsel of the President's Commission. 

Charles Hall Steele, Sr., 1485 Madrid Street, New Orleans, La., after first 
being duly sworn, testified as follows : 

Mr. JEST t. You are Mr. Charles Hall Steele, Sr.. is that right? 
Mr. STEELE. Right. 
Mr. JEN :VER. And you have seen the letter received by your son from Mr. 

Rankin, general counsel of the President's Commission, have you not? 
Mr. Svcs a. Yes. 
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Mr if • -■ ra 	.r. ■■■• v.--4 I. 31' 

Air. 1Es ...rm. Ilia ppa ab.s. rr.ed 	ita:rtaft that Iktrfr 
letter? 

.11r. Sictr.r. Nra sir. 
3/p„ „irxNEft, Well, CCWSc il.wriuu•nis, Mr, Sails, tvnwlsi e.f SvIsate J. ii, /tr. t. 

lien 137. mil  Ithrizlug the crew tern of the Veininissien 	 1, 
gemination of President John Fitzgerald Komedy ; the ENeentive IIr.lrr N., 
11130 of President Lyndon Ii. Johnson, IIPROLIIiing !HMI 011111116:41.11 find its 
its powers and Its duties, rind a copy of the rules and regulations under whiet, 
we take testimony before the Commission and also by deposition, an in thin ease. 

The Commission is directed to investigate all the facts and circumstances sur-
rounding or bearing upon the assassination of our late President Kennedy. I 
am Albert ig. Jenner, Jr., one of the various members of the legal staff of the 
Commission, and we are here today taking depositions of witnesses who zany 
have in some way touched the Rim of the Oswald family during their residence 
here in New Orleans. 

You have told us that you have some concern about your bey in this matter, 
Nul you have also told me of your position in this community both as a family 
than and a public official. I think it will be proper, due to the circumstances 
of your situation, to put a statement from you into the record of these proceed-
ings before the Commission, and so, with your permission, I will ask you some 
questions at this time. 

Mr. STEELE. All right. 
Mr. JEttriltu. Now, you are a native-born American here, and your wife is a 

native-born American, and all your children were born here, is that right? 
Mr. Sreitte, Correct. 
Mr. Jena= In and around this area? 
Mr. STECLis. Yes, sir. 
Mr. JENNE& You are bow old now, sir? 
Mr. STEaLS. I am 44, but I will be 45 the 15th of August, this year-1984. 
Mr. JVICKEIL Do you have any children In addition to Charles Hall, Jr.? 
Mr. Flreern. I have a daughter Jacqueline; she's a twin to Charles, and I have 

one boy Gerald, who is aged 13. 
Mr. JERINKR. Jacqueline, what is she doing? 
Mr. SvEntz. She is at Mercy Hospital, a student nurse. She will graduate In 

August. 
Mr. JeNrgen, Now, tell me about yourself, Mr. Steele? 
Mr. STEELE. I am a deputy sheriff, attached to the Civil District Court, and 

an officer of the court. I own a small business known as the Liberty Coffee and 
Household Co. 

Mr. JENNE& You are a service man, are you? 
Mr. fiTzeur.. 23 years on active National Guard status, subject to 24 hour' 

notice. 
Mr. Jammu Were you in World War II? 
Mr. STEsi.E. I was, 
Mr. JurrNan. What was the nature of that service? 
Mr. Sveer.e. I was inducted right here in 1041, June or July ; I don't remember 

exacily, and I went on duty with the AFRTC, at Fort Knox, Ky. That's the 
Air Force Replaceineut Training Center, at Fort Knox, and then I was trans-
ferred to the 5th Armored Division, and that division was sent to England, but 
I didn't go with thorn. I was in the cadre that was sent to the Tank Destroyer 
Battalion at Camp Forest, Tenn., and we pulled winter maneuvers, after which 
they found that our unit was not ready to go overseas, so we were disbanded and 
I was then sent to the 1131st Tank Destroyer Battalion at Camp Shelby, where 
I was a sergeant, and then I was sent to the 773d Tank Destroyer Battalion, and 
I finally ended up after 2 years In Charleston, S.C., in charge of a G.U. ward, so 
I spent two lovely years living off of Uncle Sam, and I was discharged as a staff 
sergeant, and then I went to Fort Sill, Okla., in 1940, after being comtniminned 
In the National Guard in 1948, and received my field commission In artillery. 
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,f,,:1, 	, I slit W.I. 	I sot l're,i.)p.rIO11. 11.111 the rtaidli•li 

tit .7, s , 	'Men I ttil.e it yt.tir hoy ban never 1101'11 III Holy l•rto104 tronloir? 
VIr g.reitr_ hilt Tool lugtur not he. 
Mr Jvc?i, IL You heard his story, didn't you, Mr. Steele, about. what lie upied 

on Mir noonition? 

Mr. Sructs. I attuned that story off with him from the minute he hit that 
front door, nnd I have been right with him on down through the FBI, the Secret Service, and everybody, right on through, and this is the only time that he has 
ever been questioned outside of my presence. 

Mr. Jvavrout. Well, he Is your son, and 1 know yen have his welfare in mind 
nil the time, and there is a possibility that fathers might become prejudiced 
in matters of this kind, but knowing him as you do and being his father, and 
knowirrk his weaknesses and so forth, do you think now that he is telling the 
truth about this? 

Mr. Slams. Well, let me put it this way. In my experience, being a battery commander and handling CO to 70 men at one time, and I have been in court, 
and with my experience and all that, I have honestly tried to trick him, using 
the same tactics that yon might say the beat attorneys would use, and I feel 
that he is honestly telling the truth. I feel he has told that story over and over again In exactly the same way, so that's the only conclusion I can come tn. 
In my own mind, I am positive he didn't know what he was doing at the time. 

Mr. JENICISII. You gave him a good cross examination, in other words, is that 
right? 

Mr. &rum Believe me, because I was under a nervous tension dver this, 
I'll tell you. I was just promoted in August, to my present position, and (Leth- 
ally I am not a State officer; I am a Federal officer, and at the same time I had 
been In the middle of a campaign, running for the democratic nomination for 
committeeman, and I am a member of the pledged elector? group, and I ad- 
vocate that I as a Democrat am pledged to the choice of the Democratic Party, 
and I just couldn't stand by and let something like this come up and take that 
all away from rue, so I certainly did cross-examine hint, and I got to the bottom 
of it, and Fm satisfied that he was not at fault. He had n weak moment in 
which he saw a chance to make a couple of bucks, but other than that, be didn't 
have the slightest idea of what he was doing. I'm satisfied of that. 

Mr. JENNE& Is there anything else that you would like to add to what you have said, Mr. Steele? 
Mr. Swarm No; I think that's about it. 
Mr. 311NNER. Now, you have the privilege, it you wish, to read and sign your deposition, or you may waive that, and the reporter will transcribe the deposi-tion, and It will be forwarded direct to Washington. What is your preference on that? 
Mr. STEMS.. I will waive it. 
Mr. deism:R. All right, Mr. Steele: thank you for coming in and testifying voluntarily. I wanted your background in the record, In view of the fact that. 

your boy did have personal contnct with Oswald and particularly bceuutie of 
your position in the community, I wanted your background in the record. Thank you very much. 

Mr. STEEL& I think I can promise you that ho is not going to get into say. more trouble. We bad that out over and over, and I don't think he will be painting out any more leaflets. 
Mr. IF.Nflitil. I think we all believe that, Mr. Steele; well, thank you again for giving your statement 'IL will he of help to the Commission in evaluating the testimony of your son, by &bowing his family background, and so forth. Thu nk you 
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TESTIMONY OF PIIILIP GERACI III 

The testimony of Philip Centel III. accompanied by his mother, was taken on 
April 7-8, 196,1, at the Old Civil Courts Building, Royal and Conti Streets. New 
Orleans, La., by Mr. Wesley J. Liebeler, assistant counsel of the President's 
Commission. 

(Reporter's Note: The witness, Philip Geraci, was accompanied into the hear- 
ing room by his mother.) 

Philip Gerael, having been first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 
Mr. LIEDELF.R. My name Is Wesley J. Liebeler. I am a member of the legal 

stair of the President's Commission investigating the assassination of President 
Kennedy. Stair members have been authorized to take the testimony of wit- 
nesses by the Commission pursuant to authority grunted to the Commission by 
Executive Order No. 11130, dated November 29, 19133, and joint resolution of 
Congress No. 137. 

I understand that Mr. Lee Rankin wrote you a letter last week in which he 
told you that I would contact you, did be not? 

Mr. GMILACI. A letter? No. 
Mr. LIgazzza. You did not receive a letter from Mr. Rankin? 
Mrs. Gc.ruct. Would you please give us one. We would like to have it to keep. 
Mr. Ggrinot. Somebody said they sent one. 
Mr. LIEnzrza. You didn't receive II? 
Mr. Gamer. No. 
Mrs. GERACI. We did not receive it. 
Mr. LIEDELEIL, Now I think in point of fact that is right I think that the de- 

cision to take your testimony was made subsequent to the time that the letters 
were sent out to other witnesses. Now you are-- 

Mrs. GERACI. May I make a statement before we go any further? 
Mr. lienzma_ Let the record indicate that Mrs. Geraci Is in the hearing room 

at her request to assist her son and give moral support. 
Mrs. GERA01, And we want no publicity at all, please. 
Mr. LIEBELER. We have alr'eady given to the reporters the names of some of 

the witnesses who came in, but we have already been advised that you did not 
want any publicity at this point, and we did not give your name to the newspa- 
per reporter or make any statement about Philip's appearance here. 

Mr. Gv.aAcr. Does that menu I can't tell anyone about it? 
Mr. Ligunza. That is something you can settle among yourselves. 
Mr. GERACI. I told everybody I went to a doctor's appointment this evening. 
Mr. lArort.ett. [Banding documents to witness] Now I want to give you a copy 

of the Joint Resolution of Congress and of the Executive order that I have just 
referred to, and also of the Rules of Practice adopted by the Commission con- 
cerning the taking of testimony of witnesses. Those rules provide that tech- 
ideally you are entitled to 3 days' notice before you appear to have your testimony 
taken, but you are entitled to waive that notice, and I assume that, since you are 
here, you would be willing to waive It with regard to the testimony. Is that 
right, Philip? 

Mr. OznAct I don't know. 
Mrs. (oAct Yes. Well, they did not notify us 3 days ahead of time, but that 

is all right. We are here. They called yesterday. 
Mr. LIEBELER. You have indicated that you are willing to go ahead with the 

testimony instead of waiting for the 3 days' notice? 
(Mrs. Geraci nodded assent.) 
Mr. IfElIELER. Philip, would you state your full name for the record, please? 
Mr. GP:ItACI. Philip Gernel, the Third. 
Mr. Lizsztza. What is your address? 
Mr. (lEitnct. 2201 Green Acres Road. 
Mr. lazazLER. New Orleans? 
Mr. Gzitses. Metairie. 
Mr. Lutazum. When were you born? 
Mr. GEILAell. February 21, 10-18. 



Mr. 1.1F.IIELF:R. Sn you are now about IR years old or 17 years old? 
Mr. CERAM, Yes. Well. I am 10. 
Mr. LZEIIELiat. Do you go to 14eltool? 
Mr. Gramm Yea, sir. 
Mr. LIERELER. Where? 	 • 
Mr. Grolier. East Jefferson High School. 
Mr. LisnELER. And you are—what?—a junior there now, or a senior? Mr. Gaaaci. No, sophomore, 10th grade. 
Mr. Liam:mi. 10th grade. Do you know a man by the name of Carlos Bringuier 7 
Mr. Gruel. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Ion:TIMER. When did you first meet him? 
Mr. GKKACI. Well, this was summer, last summer, some place around the be-ginning of it, and—you want me to tell you everything about it? 
Mr. LIEIIKLER. Yea. 
Mr. GERACI. Weil; I was down there with a friend. [Addressing mother.) Do you think I should give his name? 

„ (Mrs. Demi nodded assent.) . 
r Mr. Lissar.sni. Please do. You were down where? 
Mr. GrsAct. Down there in New Orleans, I mean on Canal Street. We lind to go to some radio shop. It was Bill Dwyer. That is a friend. And we were down there and we wanted to gn in radio shops and everything, so I saw—going down there I saw, looking to the aide, that they had a sign saying "Casa Wen," and I took Spanish in school, so I was interested, and I went in there and—well. he was a little reluctant, but we went anyway. 
Mr. LIVIELP.R. Your friend was a little reluctant? 
Mr. GERACI. Yes, a little bit. He didn't get mixed up In this or anything. And then, well, when we were in there, we looked around a little at everything, then I asked the man there—I didn't know it was Carlos Bringuler then—I asked him was he a Cuban. He said yes, he was an exile, and everything, you know. I asked Mm a few things, I guess—I don't know exactly what—you know, just a little conversation like. Then I ask him was there anything that I as an Ameri-can could do. He said, well, be didn't know, to come back later. You know, he acted as though maybe—like—just like he just didn't want me to help or some-thing like that, I guess, so we left and went home, and that was it. 

Mr. Linigrzit. And when did you see him again, if you did? You did see him again, didn't you? 
Mr. Omen. Yes. 
Mr. LIMICLER. When? 
Mr..GICHACI. I don't remember when. I remember I saw him a few times, I couldn't exactly say how ninny, but I wont back another time when I was in town', I stopped off and saw blot, and I Saw him another time. Then I think it was about the fourth time that I was there that I saw Lee Harvey Oswald, 
Mr. LiEBZIXU. Now before we get to that, did you ever raise any money for Carlos' activities? 
Mr. Guam. Not until the third time. 
Mr. Lunissza. What happened? 
Mr. ORRACT. No; wait. Come to think of It, I think it was about the fifth time that I saw Oswald ; something like that. I remember I went baek—it wits 

about the third time—after asking him—I asked him, "Do you think it is prs-Bible to raise donations?" And he said, "Well, yes; it is possible." And he showed me these little yellow slips, sort of like yellow, and they were like receipts if you paid, and ha said I could got them—you know—if I wanted to, 
I could, you know, go, and he could give them to me, and go and get donations and give the people this receipt and bring the money back to him. 

Mr. Ltioisma. So did you take some of the receipts? 
Mr. Craaci. Yes. 
Mr, 1.min:um And did you get some money? 
Mr. Gramm Yes. 
Mr. i.wmu r.rat. And you gave It to Carlon? 
Mr. 	IPS; IL was lIimilf.$10. 



Mr. CERACi. Yes, sir. • 
Mr. DEMMER. Now, is It correct that on the day that you came into the. Casa Roca to give this money to Carlos that you met Lee Oswald? 
Mr. GzuAct. I don't know If I turned in the money or not. No; I don't think I turned in money, het I couldn't be sure. I remember I went there, and tint Is the time the fast guy, Vance 131alock, ensue along with me. It was his first time and everything. And we went in' there—I might have turned it in, I am not too sure. Maybe I did; maybe I didn't. I can't remember too much. but I was in there anyway talking to him and that is when I met him. Mr. LIESELER. That Is when you met Oswald? 

Mr. (lasso. Yee; you want me to tell all that? 
Mr. Livairt.r.a. Yes ; tell me all the circumstances of how Oswald— Mr. CERAM. Everythlng I know? 
Mr. LiztIELEIL Met you and everything you know about it, what the con-versation was, who was there. 
Mr. Gzanci. Web, we were—Vance and me went in there, Vance and I, we went into there, I introduced Vance to Carlos, and Caring started talking to him nbout, you know, freedom and all that, democracy and everything. Thep later on while we were talking, Leo Oswald came in, you know, while we were talk-ing, rind he came in a little while later. He was by himself and he seemed a little nervous. I remember he was dressed just like In that picture there shows. [Indicating  laltotog ra ph. ] 
Mr. TAMIELSB. You are referring to a picture here on the table? 
Mr. GESACI. Yes, sir ; well he was dressed something like that Mr. LIPMET.X.R. Which has previously been marked as Exhibit 1 to the affidavit of Jesse J. Garner. I show yen that picture. [Exhibiting photograph to witness.] You say Lee was dressed something like that when yeti met him? Mr. CIERACI. Yes; you know, he had on a tie and a shirt, short sleeved shirt, and sort of like dress pants. I don't know the color of them, but they were sort of like dress pants, just about as much as this. [Indicating photograph.] Mr. Lizont.zic. Do you recognize that individual in the picture as being the man that you saw in the store that day? 
Mr. CERAM. Well, tell you the truth, when I first heard about It in the papers and on the TV, I didn't recognize him. See, I forgot that I met this guy over there, you know, I forgot about it, and I thought I didn't meet him. It wasn't until the Fill men came to my house and he showed me a picture of him when be was first. under arrest, and he got arrested in August, the 4th I think. Mr. DIMMER. He chewed you a picture that hnd been taken of Lee when he hnd been under arrest here in New Orleans? 
Mr. Gettsci. Yes; it was one of those things with three things, showing him from the front, the side, rind his face. 
Mr. LIv.1Ir:r.Ee. Did you then recognize the limn in the picture that they showed you as bring the man that you met in the store that day? 
Mr. GEUACt. Well, you see, I didn't exactly recognize him mnybe, but anyway I was pretty sure it was him though. He said—he showed me that and said, "Do you ever remember an ex-marine—and then I remembered there was a guy who wits dressed something like that who was nii ex-marine who came in, and he did have a funny name, you know, like Lee. It's a little unusual, it's kind of rare, and I remembered the last name was n little hard, so it just fits that that was him. 
Mr. Ltsnrixa. Now what kind of conversations did you have with this fellow or what dill you talk about? 
Mr. Szaitct. Well, first— 
Mr. LIUDELER. As I understand It now, there were this marine, Lee Oswald, and Carlos, and Vance Blalock and yourself. Is that right? 
Mr. Smelt. Yes, sir. 
Mr. LIMP:1.UL Was there anybody else there? 	 • Mr. Gamier. Well, while we were talking, this man came up. Be was in a big truck, Hattie big truck. I never looked at it closely. lie came up tint] stopped. and the man rushed in, and be was wearing—welt,. he. was wearing one of these—like a cop like you see them wearing over in England. I don't know what kind It Is, but anyway It is the kind that trnckdrIvers wear, I guess. and 
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he looked kind of Spanish. Maybe he was a Cuban exile. He was kind of fat, 
and he came In and showed Carlos this broken radio that he had, so Carlos 
left and he started fixing the radio and left us to talk to ourselves, Lee and me 
and my friend. Well, he is the only other person I know that came in. I 
don't know if he knew what was going on. 

Mr. Lumet.e.a. Now tell its the conversation that you and Lee and Vance and 
Carthe had, the best you can recall It 

Mr. GERACI. Well, Carina and me and Vance were kind of talking among our 
selves, and he came in and said, "Excuse me," and, you know, he acted a little 
nervous and things like that. He asked, "Is this the Cuban headquarters, Cuban 
exile headquarters?" And, "Are you a Callan exile?" You know, the way I 
acted when I first went in there. Just asked hint a few questions, was he a 
Cuban exile, and Carlos said yes. Ile asked him some questions like was he 
connected with the Cosa Nostra, La Cosi Nostra. 

Mr. LiEntaxa. Who asked that? 
Mr. Gv.itAct. Oswald; he asked that, 
Mr. LTEBEI.E.R. Of Carlos? 
Mr. Grauer. Yea; and Carlos said no, he wasn't. Oswald then asked where 

was his headquarters—in Miami? And Carlos said yes; and he said—let's 
see—iind then Oswald asked, said something like. "It is kind of exciting meeting 
someone"—I don't know If he said exciting—but he expressed something like 
that. Ile said, you know, he expressed wonder or something like thnt at meet-
ing somebody who was a real Cuban exile, you know, R0111(4)fie who is really 
trying to do something to help free Cuba and all that, He didn't really say 
much. In the papers they said he tried to join and all, that. That must have 
been later; because this was— 

Mr. LIEBELF.R. He didn't do that when you were there? 
Mr. Grimm. No. This was his first visit. As far as I can make out, It must 

have been, and he asked a few questions like that. Carlos just answered real 
simply and all that, he didn't go into any big speeches, you know, with them, 
like he did for me and Vance, just answered his questions simply. Then when 
the man came In with the broken radio, Carlos left, and that left Oswald, me, 
and Vance by ourselves. 

Then, well, we naked—you know, we were a little interested in guerrilla 
warfare ourselves and things like that, and he said, well, he was an ex-marine, 
said he was In the Marines once. Be said he learned a little bit about that 
stuff, and he said a few things about guerrilla warfare I remember, like he 
said the way to derail a train was to wrap chain around the ties of the track 
and then lock It with a padlock and the train would derail. Ile said the thing 
he liked best of all was learning how to blow up the Huey P. Long Bridge. He 
said you put explosive at each end on the banks and blow it up, and that 
leaves the one column standing. And he said how to make a homemade gnu 
and how to make gunpowder, homemade gunpowder. Ile Just went into those 
real simply. Ile didn't really, you know, tell us how to do it or anything, just 
said like If you want to make a homemade gun, you know, do something like—
you know, the thing you pull back [demonstrntingl and it goes forward, like 
on one of the pinball machines. Ile Just said something like that. Ile didn't 
really go into detail or anything. We didn't ask him. And by this time Carlos 
came back from the other guy, arid came back, and he was listening, and, well, 
that is about all. 

Oh, there was one important thing. Oswald said something like that he had 
a military manual from when he was in the Marines, and he said he would give 
it to me, mid I stint. "That is nil right. You don't have to. you van give It 
to Carlos." He said, "Well, OK, he will give it to Carlos next time In. coulee." 

And after that—well, everybody left. That Is as far as I can make out. 
Mr. Lrranmea Do you remember— 
Mr. GERACI. And he said he was going to come back later and give Carlos 

this military manual from when he was in the Marines. 
Mr. LIEBELER. And was he going to give this to Carlos for Carlos' benefit, or 

Wne he— 
Mr. GIULACI. For Carlos' benefit, I guess, Carlos' or the Cuban exiles'. 
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Mr. Lugo:me. Did you hear any conversation about training guerrillas to oppose Castro? 
Mr. CEsacr. No. lie didn't say anything about being an expert rifle shooter, never said anything,about going,  to Russia or joining or training or anything like that. 

' Mr. Lrzazi.xs. Well was there a conversation concerning the training of anti-Castro troops or guerrillas to oppose Castro? Mr. GERACI. No; that must have been later, maybe when he came back some other thee. 
Mr. LIEIIKLF.R. Now were you present at Q11 times while Oswald was there? Mr. aERACI. We got there before he did and we left at the same time be did. Mr. Luamum. So. as far as you know, there wouldn't have been any oppor- tunity for Oswald and Carlos to talk among themselves where you wouldn't . have heard what they said? 

• Mr. Gnrci. That Is right; because we were there all the time. Mr. LrenatEn. And you have no recollection that Oswald told Carlos that he wanted to help train anti-Castro guerrillas to fight against Castro? Mr. Gritaci. None at all ; none that I remember. Lirarr.r.a. All right. Now what was Oswald going to bring this marine hook buck for? 
Mr. GY.RACt. Well, I guess to give to Carlos to help him out or something. First he was going to give it to me and Vance. I guess he wanted us to blow up the bridge or something. I don't know. We said no; and so he said, "OK. I will give it to Carlos," you know, because after all Carlos—I guess he could use It better than we could, you know, blow up bridges in Cuba or something, and I guess he was just going to give it to him so he could learn some stuff from it. I wouldn't know. 

Mr. LIEHKI,Elt. Now when you left the store did you try to follow Oswald at all? 
Mr. GEOACI. Well, we had seine thought about it. When be left, he was going to go down—he crossed Canal Street and he was—he kept on going that way, I think on St. Charles or Claiborne—way down there near the end—which one is closer to the river? St. Charles? . 
Mr. LIEOEIXR. I am not familiar with New Orleans, so I get them mixed up. Mr. GrRACI. It must have been St. Charles he went down, and Vance said, "Hey, let's follow hint, see where he lives." lie told us where he lived, but the way he told Ils the address— 
Mr. LIF.11E1.ER. You don't know what it was? Mr. GERAOI. When the FBI man came by my house that day, he asked me, and I mold just barely remember it. t remember it was to the left of Canal Street. It was Magazine Street. 
Mr. Ltior.i.zit. Magazine Street? What number? Mr. (limner. Well, I remembered the number a little. I couldn't remember it altogether, but I remember— 
Mr. Lumetra. Do you remember that he had told you the number? Mr. Manor. Yes; and I eould—I had a few—I mean I had a little recollection about what It was, like it was a big number sort of like and had two zeros in It or something. I don't even remember. It seemed that his number did have that. We decided—we thought Maybe we can follow him for fun, but we de-cided no, we had better not, you know, because It was not good or anything, so we just went up Canal Street. 

LIF.11EIllt. Do you remember whether Oswald said anything about having been In Florida? 
Mr. OVRACT. In Florida? 
Mr. LIEIIELES. Yes. 
Mr. GrriACI. I am not too sure about that. Mr. LIF.OF.I.ER. You don't remember one way or the other whether— Mr. GErtACI. The only thing I remember about Florida la when he asked was headquarters down there. Ile could have, but I don't know. Mr. LIEDELtrt. Now did you ever see Oswald after that? Mr. fiesAct. No; that was the last time; first and last. Mr.IMI-EIL How about Carlos? Did you are him after that? 



Mr. GEttael. Yes. That time when we found out that it was Oswald who killed 
him, well, then I went there, you knew, to get things straightened out and talk 
with Carlos a little abouthini, you know. 

Mr. T.TEBELER. You went back and talked with Carlos, about this meeting with 
Oswald, after the assassination? Is that right? 

Mr. Clone'. Yes. 
Mr. 1tr.nr.t.xit. Do you remember whether you saw Carlos between the time 

that you met Oswald and the assnaaination? 
Mr. Gmtet. Carlos? 
Mr. LIEREI.ER. Yes. 
Mr. Ortset. Not that I remember. 
Mr. Taxnstza. Can you tell us approximately when it was that you met Oswald? 

Was it July nr August? 
Mr. GE1A(11. Well, last time the FBI man came, I estimated around late July. 

I couldn't remember now, so I will just stick with late July. That seems to 
stick pretty good. Vance said the same thing himself when the FBI man ques-
tioned 7titn, so I am pretty sure it was between late July—middle July to late 
July. 

Mr. Ltemr.t.r.a. Did you form any opinion about Oswald when you met him? 
Mr. GrAset. When I met him? 
Mr. LignEr.v.a. Yes. What did you think of him? 
Mr. CERACI. Weil, when he went in there, I noticed be was a little nervous. 
Mr. LnaixtEs„ How did he show his nervousness? Do you remember? 
Mr. (Ixaset. Weil, the way he talked, you know. Well, you know, the way he 

talked I guess, kind of, you know, searching around for words and all that, 
and I remember he leaned on the table, and I remember reading once that, you 
know, if you exert some physical exertion, it kind of helps you tend to calm down 
or something like that. Anyway, I could tell by the way be was leaning on 
the table that maybe he was nervous. 

Mr. Linemi. Other than this nervousness, did yen form any other opinion 
about it? 

Mr. GERACI. Not particularly. 
Mr. L/ERT.I.ER. Did he appear to he an Intelligent person? 
Mr. OFIAACI. Intelligent person? 
Mr. 1.rxnxtem. Yes. 
Mr. CERAM. Sort of. De didn't appear stupid or anything like that. He 

seemed OK, you know. He didn't seem like a Communist. Seemed like he just 
wanted to, you know, help out too, sort of. 

Mr. faEmcee. Did you -subsequently learn that Oswald was arrested by the 
New Orleans Police Department for distributing Fair Play for Cuba Committee 
leaflets? 

Mr. CERAM. I didn't know that until after he killed Kennedy and it was in 
the papers. 

Mr. Lutnztzu. Yon didn't hear it? 
Mr. GERACI. On the radio? 
Mr. Larnetxa. On the radio or television. 
air. CERAM. No. 
Mr. LIERELER. Do you think you have now told us everything that you can 

remember about this meeting you bad with Oswald and Carlos? Is there any-
thing else that you can think of? 

Mr. Orris w. No. There might he one tiling. Caries, when be talked to me 
and Vance and my friend, Bill Dwyer, the first time, you know, ho made speeches 
and ail that. When he met him—I don't know—seemed like maybe he didn't 
want him nr something. I am not too mire. 

Mr. TAFJIELER. Carlos didn't seem to open up to Oswald? 
Mr. Gramm. That is right. He opened up enough, you know, but he didn't 

give him any speeches or anything like that 
Mr. LIXRELER. If you can think of anything else that occurred, we would like 

to have you tell us. 
Mr. CERAM. OK. 



Mr. GERACE Ho did nail like—I guess he did seem like the type who was a 
little ant [Nodal. 

Mr. Lizezr.za. He didn't seem to be too friendly? 
Mr. Geencr. No. De aernied friendly. I mean, he seemed friendly, you know, 

but he—maybe like ho didn't have enough experience with people, sort of. Ile 
seemed friendly though. That is one thing, 

• Mr. 'DEMMER. I don't have nay other questions. 
Mrs. GsnAct.. Do you hnve a record of me reporting Carlos to the FBI? Do 

you have that in the record anywhere where I found oat—he told me he was 
going to collect money for Cuba, but I didn't know he was giving out these little 
tickets ns he called them, and then when I found out he had collected $10 and 
brought it clown and I saw the receipts and he had more tickets, we forbade 
him to go down there, end Carlos called the house to try to get him a—what is 
it—a license or permit to go from house to house and collect money. 

Mr. ()mama. He never called me. 
. Mrs. GRRACI. He did call me. 

Mr. Gramm He culled you? Carlos? 
Mrs. Gleaner. I spoke with him on the phone. 
Afr. flmitAct. That Is because I told him—when I collected, a man told me 

to do something like that, that. I needed a license, so I went and told Carlon, 
"You have to get a license." He said, "Don't collect any more until I get one." 
Then he went to city hall and got some stuff he had to MI out. 

Mr. Us:mu& This wasn't Oswald who told you you couldn't collect? 
Mr. Gansu?. No. 
Mr. LIERELKR. Oswald didn't have anything to do.  ith this? 
Mr. GERACI. No; this was before I knew Oswald. This is a man works some 

place—who works in a cleaner's, I remember. I went there and he said I had 
to get a license to do that, so I called Carlos on the phone and told him. 

Mrs. Granct. Then when Carlos called the house, I realized he was still in-
voiced In this. 

Mr. GreAor. r told you I was. 
Mrs. (igen= I put my foot down and told him he couldn't do it any more, and 

I called the FBI. 
Mr. GERACI. And the Better Businees Bureau. 
Mrs. GERACI. They told me to call the Better Business Bureau, but the man 

nt the FBI told me he couldn't give out any information as to whether this was 
a Communist organization or not, and the headquarters were In Miami. and 
the hest thing to do would be not to let him get Involved in it any more. Then 
I culled the Better BusInese Bureau, and they were supposed to check with 
Min nil, but I never did get a report back from him. 

Mr. Ltznetza, Was this before or after you met Oswald? 
Mr. GERACI. This was before. 

• Mrs. (saner. But he has the receipt at home with the date on It. When 
he gave Carlon money, Carlos gave him a receipt. 

Mr. CERAM. I remember Carlos making out a check to give the money to 
Miami too. When I gave him the money, he put the money in his bank and 
made out a check to the headquarters. 

Mrs. Gemkor. We met Carlos just now in the hall, and he told me the hest 
thing Philip could do would be listen to his parents and be a good student. 
Right now that would he the way he could help combat communism. And I 
told him I thought he was too young to get involved to things like this, selling 
tickets for Cuba and all this stuff. Last year he wan only 15 and too yonng to 
be involved in all that mess. The man at the FBI told me that an organization 
could be all right today and next week it would be Communist-controlled and 
how was I to know. 

Mr. LIERELER. Do you know who you talked to at the FBI? 
Mrs. GERACt. Gee, I may have his name at home with these slips of paper that 

I took from him. 
Mr. LrEnzteu. It is not really important. I just wondered if you remembered. 
Mrs. CERAM, Well, I wonted his name cleared for getting mixed up with 

Carlos, because I didn't know from beans about Carlos. 'He could he a Com. 
muniet. I don't know who is and who isn't. When I found out he met Oswald. 

On 



I nearly died. The week this happened he was camping with the Boy Stouts 
and Few Friday, Saturday, and Sunday when the stuff was on TV. 

Mr. i,t•:nect. I was in school when he got shot. 
Mrs. Grimm. But you were in camp, but you didn't see a lot of the funeral and 

all that stuff showing Oswald's picture. 
Mr. Ltenctea. now did you first become aware that Oswald was the fellow 

you met? Did Vance talk to you about it? Do you remember? 
Mr. CERAM. The first time was when the FBI agent came to my house and 

asked did I see an ex-marine and showed a picture and all that. I didn't even 
know it before that. It wee Just then that I realized. 

Mr. Lren■.tra. Did the FBI man tell you how he— 
Mr. GSRAC!. Got my name? 
Mr. lasnacsa. What prompted him, why did be come to your house? Did 

he tell you? 
Mr. ORRACT. Well, he said be couldn't tell ma that. I asked him, and he said, 

well, he couldn't ten me. Of course, I guess it might have been because we—
my mother called, you know, about this Cuban business—they got my nab" on 
their list or something. I guess, and when they found out that he tried to join 
that group, that must nave been where it came from. That 1/5 what I think. 

Mrs. Greed. They probably had a list of people who were collecting money 
for the organization. 

Mr. Lrzneuta. OK. I don't have any more questions. I do want to thank 
you very much for coming in and being as cooperative as you have, and, on 
behalf of the Commission, I want to thank you very much. 

Mr. ORRACI. 
Mrs. Clsas.ox. Ton are welcome, so long as we don't have any publicity. 
Mr. Licam.n. That is something you never can guarantee. 


