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~ e oew vwaiTUL LUML OD UDe day that yo
Roca to give this money to Carlos that you met m.om Ouﬂc_“nnﬂsm e

Mr. GerAcI. I don't know if T turned in the money or not. No; I don't thirn
I turned In money, hut I comidn‘t be sure. I remember I went Hrmam and tha
Is the time the lnat gy Vanee Blalock, came along with me. 1t anw his E.“
time and everything.  And we went |n there—I might have turned it in I m
bot tho sure. Muybe | did : maybe T didn't, I can't remember too BE....H_ b
I was in there ANYWHY [alking to him and that is when I met him .

Mr. Lineues. That is when you met Oswald? .

Mr. Gerac1. Yes: You want me to tell all that?

Mr. Liesriee Yos: toll me all the circumstances of how Oswald——

“.., ﬁu?_.. Eversthing I know?

. LIEBELER. Met you and evervt 1

stion w 1._“ iy everything you know about It, what the con

Mr. Geracr, Well, we were—Vance and me went in there v
went Into there, I introduced Vanee to Carlos, and Carlos uqnmgﬁwﬂﬂnﬂ.&“_
about, yon know, freedom and an that, democraey and everything. Then later
on while we were talking, Lee Oswald came in, you know, while we were talk
ing, and he came in g lttle while later, He was by himself ang he seemed &
little nervous, I remember he was dressed Jjust like in that Plcture there shows
[Indicating Photograph. ]

Mr. LieeeLER. You are referring to a plcture here on the table?

Mr. Geracy. Yes, sir; well he was dressed something like that,

Mr. LeBeres. Which has previously been marked as Exhibit 1 to the affidavis
of Jesse J. Garner, I show you that picture, —HuEw:E photograph to witness,]

Mr. Geracr Well, tell you the truth, when I first heard about it in th
1 e papers
and on the TV, I didn’t recognize him, Bee, I forgot that T met this guy over
there, you know, I forgot about it, and I thought I didn't meet him, It wasn't

wmhq been under arrest here in New Orleans?
. GERACI, Yes; it was one of those things with three things, showing hi
from the front, the side, and his face, iy £ i
Mr. Lizseies, Did ¥you then recognize the man in the picture that they showed
you as being the man that Fou met in the store that day?
Mr. GeracL Well, you see, I didn't exactly recognize him maybe, but anyway

he did have a funny name, you know, like Lee. It'sa little unusnal, it's kind of
rare, and I remembered the last name wae g :Eehﬁn. 80 It just fits that that
was him,

Mr. Lieseien, Now what kind of conversations did yon have with this fellow
or what did yon talk about?

Mr. Geracl. Well, first— -

Mr. Livperer. As I understand it now, there were this marine, Lee Oswald,
and Carlos, and Vance Bialock and yourself, Ts that right?

Mr. Geracr. Yes, sir,

Mr. LieseLer. Was there anybody else there?

Mr. Geracr. Well, while we were talking, this man came up. He was in a
big truck, some big truck. I never loaked at it closely, He came up and stopped.
and the man rushed in, and he was wearing—well, he WES wearing one of
these—like a cap like you see them wearing over In England, I don't know
what kind it is, but anyway it is the kind that truckdrivers wear, ‘I guess, and
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looked kind of Bpanish. Maybe he was a Cuban exile. He was kind of fat,

'l he came In and showed Carlos this broken radio that he had, so Qarlos
ft and he started fixing the radio and left us to talk to ourselves, Lee and me
il my friend. Well, he Is the only other person I know that came in. T
m't know if he knew what was golng on.

Mr. Lieserer, Now tell us the ronversation that you and Lee and Vance and
arlos had, the best you can recall 1t.

Mr. GEracr. Well, Oarlos and me and Vance were kind of talking among our.

(ves, and he came in and sald, “Excuse me," and, you know, he ncted a little
~rvous and things like that. He asked, “Is this the Cuban beadquarters, Cuban
rlle headquarters? And, “Are you a Cuban exile™ TYou know, the way I
~ted when I first went in there, Just asked him a few questions, was bhe a
nban exile, and Carlos sald yes. He asked lim some questions like was he
-mnected with the Cosa Nostra, La Cosi Nostra.

Mr. Lizperer. Who asked that?

Mr. Geracr. Oswald ; he asked that.

Mr. Lizrerze. Of Carlos?

Mr. Geracr Yes; and Carlos said no, he wasn't. Oswald then asked where
vas his headquarters—in Miami? And Carlos sald yes; and he said—let's
<e—and then Oswald asked, said something like, “It is kind of exclting meeting
romeone”—I don't know if he said exciting—but he expressed something like
hat. He said, you know, he expressed wonder or something like that at meet-
ng somebody who was a real Cuban exile, you know, someone who is really
‘rying to do something to help free Cuba and all that, He didn't really say
amich. In the papers they said he tried to join and all that. That must have
=een later, because this was—

Mr, Ligssiee. He didn’t do that when you were there?

Mr. Geract. No. This was his first visit. As far as T can make out, it must
have been, and he asked & few questions llke that. Carlos Just answered real
«imply and all that, he didn’t go Into any big speeches, yon know, with them,
‘ike he did for me and*Vance, Just answered his questions simply. Then when
“he man came in with the broken radio, Carlos left, and that left Oswald, me,
and Vance by ourselves,

Then, well, we asked—you know, we were a little interested in guerrilla
warfare ourselves and things like that, and he said, well, he was an ex-marine,
sald he was in the Marines once. He said he learned a little bit about that
«tuff, and he sald a few things about guerrilla warfare I remember, like he
waid the way to derall a train was to wrap chain around the ties of the track
1nd then lock It with a padlock and the train would derall. He said the thing
e liked best of all was learning how to blow up the Huey P. Long Bridge. He
wald you put explosive at each end on the banks and blow it up, and that
ieaves the one column standing. And he sald how to make a homemade gun
and how to make gunpowder, homemade gunpowder. He Just went into those
ceal gimply. He didn't really, you know, tell ns how to do It or anything, just
*ald like if you want to make a homemade gun, you know, do something 1lke—
7ou know, the thing you pull back [demonstrating] and it goes forward, like
on one of the pinball machines. He just aair somathing like that. He didn't
really go into detall or anything. We didn't ssk him. And by this time Carlos

‘ame back from the other guy, and came bk uind he was listening, and, well,
that is about all.

Oh, there was one Important thing (vawnld said something like that he had
1 military manual from when he was in the Marines, and he said he would give
it to me, and I said, “That Ix all righr. You don’t have to, You can give it
to Carlos." He sald, “Well, 0K, he will glve it to Carlos next time he comes,”

And after that—well, evershody lefr. That is as far as 1 can make out.

Mr, Likerer. Do yon remember—— 4

Mr. Gemacr. And he sald he was guing to come back later and give Carlos
this military manual from when he was in the Marines,

Mr. Lieseres. And was he golng to give this to Carlos for Carlos' benefit, or
was he——

Mr. Gemacr. For Carlos' benefit, I guess, Carlog’ or the Cuban exiles'.
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Mr, Lepze. D
v I - id you hear any conversation about training guerrillas t
. GEraor. No. He didn’t say anything about bein, expe
Wi g an rt rifle shooter
ety Ay ything about golng’to Russia or joining or training or anythin:
Mr. LiesxLEr., Well, wan there a conversati cern
3 on
Onrn—wu._.aawgun or guerrillas to oppose Castro? g - ke
. GERACL. No,
3 :EL: 1 that must have been later, maybe when he came back som
Mr Lyvesiem Now were you
: you present at all times while Oswald was th
".“ QEsact ﬂn. got there tednre he did and we left at the same time rmam._mn
3_5« rﬂﬂrﬁn . Bo, & ?.- a= you kpnow, there wouldn't have been any oppor
or Oswald and Carie= to talk among themselves where you wouldn'
v-ha heard what they said? ’
r. Gemacr. That is right; because we were th
; ere all the time,
= -r““n& Enc e n_”-h- you have no recollertion that Oswald told Carlos that be
e p antl-Castro guerrillas to fight against Castro?
-~ ., GeracL None at all ; none that I remember.
r. LIEBELER.
e o All right. Now what was Oswald golog to bring this marin
Mr. Geracr. Well, T guess to give to Carl
os to help him out or so
wwﬂuorw .“q._-um ﬂ.:ﬁhm-ﬂum it u:. n“.um and Vance. I guess he wanted ﬁuﬂ»ﬂﬁu
. n't know. We sald no; and so b b
I will give it to Carlos,” you know, because after s gz
y ¥ all Carlos—I
.-.unu._ it better than we could, you know, blow up bridges in Ongnwwa“owuﬂggﬂn
I guess he was just going to give it to him se he could learn some stuff
from it. I wouldn't know. ¢

Mr., Lirseres.
Py Now when you left the store did you try to follow Oswald
Mr. Genacr. Well, we had some thought about i
t. When he 1 he was
to go waﬂu.lu ~4 he n—.ou-nnﬁ - QDOEEM Street E.."_wa was—he kept on MMpn_..a n”... 1@%”4
think Char rne—way down
closer to the river? B8t. Charlea? 3 - comeiohi ey e

Mr. Lisxrer. I am not familiar with New Orleans, so I get them mixed up

Mr. Geract. It must have been St. Charles he went down, and Vance said, “Hey

let's follow him, see where he lives.”
s Soihon Bidl, 2 es.” He told us where he lived, but the way

H—.. Ea ﬂﬂnﬂ don't know what it was?
r. GERACI. en the FBI man came by my house that day, he
1 could just barel¥ remember it. f -.uno%nu- gl
iy pineesom qm:.omr t. I remember it was to the left of 1 Street.
“H. WHF-.FZ!_”&“&Q Street? What number?
3 . Wel remembered the number a. ¥
Em—n e 1 s e a.little. I counldn’t remember it
r. LeeLer. Do you remember that he had told
> you the number?
nvwﬂ.m QMH»E. Yes; and I conld—I had a few—I mean I had a little recollection
s what it was, :wn. it was a big number sort af llke and had two zeros in
EM"_. 3“@959 I don't even remember. It seemed that his number did have
n»nm..u ue.m hmmw%avmmﬂm gﬂuwwn _an__m we can follow him for fun, but we de
er not, you know, beca good thing,
we just went up Canal Street. iR e et
Mr. Lenerer, Do you rem
pe. DN ¥ ember whether Oswald said anything about having
Mr, Geract. In Florida?
Mr. Lizsxren. Yes.
H&. Genacr. 1 am not too sure about that.
r. Lizperer. You don't remember one way or the other wh
ether——
. ._—_M-. Geract. The only thing I remember abont Florida is when he asked war
eadquarters down there. He could have, but I don't know.
Mr. Lizeerer. Now did you ever see Oswald after that?
Mr. Genact. No; that was the last time; first and last.
Mr. Ligszies. How about Carlos? Did you see him after that?
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Mr, Geract. Yea. That time when we found out that 1t was Oswald who killed
him, well, then I went there, you know, to get things straightened out and talk

with Carlos a little about him, you know. -
Mr ! seerigER, You went back and talked with Carlos, about this meeting with :

Oswald after the assassination? Is that right?

Mr tiemacl Yes. _,_
Mr  enrrER. Do you remember whether you saw Carlos hetween the time L
that yeu met Oswald and the assassination?

Mr. fiemact. Carlos?

Mr. LieseLER. Yes.

Mr. Geracl Not that I remember.

Mr. LizseLER. Can you tell us approximately when it was that you met Oswald?
Was it July or August?

Mr. Geracr. Well, last time the FBI man came, | estimnted around late July.
1 couldn’t remember now, o0 1 will just stick with late July. That seems to
stick pretty good. Vanece said the same thing himself when the FRI man gues-
tioned him, so I am pretty sure it was between late July—mlddle July to late
July.

‘Mr. Lieserer. Did you form any opinion about Oswald when you met him?

Mr. Geraor. When I met him?

Mr. Livseres. Yes. What did you think of him?

Mr. Geracr. Well, when he went in there, I noticed he was & little nervous.

Mr. Ligssize. How did he show his nervousness? Do you remember?

Mr. Geract. Well, the way he talked, you know. Well, you know, the way he
talked I guess, kind of, you know, searching around for words and all that,
and I remember he leaned on the table, and I remember reading once that, you
know, if you exert some physical exertion, {t kind of helps you tend to calm down
or something like that. Anyway, I could tell by the way he was leaning on
the tahle that maybe he was nervous.

Mr. Lizsries, Other than this nervousness, did you form any other opinion
about it?

Mr. Geracr. Not particularly.

Mr. Lienerxr. Did he appear to be an intelligent person?

Mr. Gemact. Intelligent person?

Mr. LizgELER. Yes.

Mr. Genact. Bort of. He didn't appear stupid or anything like that. He
seemed OK, you know. He didn't seem Uke a Communist. Seemed like he just
wanted to, you know, help out too, sort of.

Mr, Lieseres. Did you subsequently learn that Oswald was arrested by the
New Orleans Police Department for distributing Fair Play for Cuba Committee
leaflets?

Mr. Geracr. I didn't know that until after he killed Kennedy and it was in
the papers.

Mr. LizsgrEs. You didn't hear it?

Mr. Geract. On the radio?

Mr. Tagserer. On the radlo or television.

Mr. Geract. No.

Mr. LieseLer. Do you think you have now "old =« verything that you can
remember about this meeting you had with v all ami Carlos? Is there any-
thing else that you can think of?

Mr. Geract, No. There might be one (LINE. Carlos. when he talked to me
and Vance and my friend, Bill Dwyer, the first time, you know, he made speeches
and all that, When he met him—I don't know—seemed like maybe he didn't
want him or something. 1 am not too sure

Mr. L.irreLER. Carlos didn't geem to open up to Oswald?

Mr. Grract. That is right. He opened up enough, you know, but he didn't
give him nny speeches or anything ke that.

Mr. Liznergr. If you can think of anything else that occurred, we would like
to have you tell us.

Mr. Geaci. OK.

Mr. Liznzren. If you can’t, I don’t have any other questions.
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mr. GERACL He did seem like—1I guess he did seem like th
little antisocial, o S

Mr. Lixszrze. He didn’t seem o be too friendly 7

. I menn, he seemed friendly, you kn

h experience with le, sort of.
seemed friendly though. That i= one thing, ik !

Mr, Liesxier. T don't have agy other questions,
Mra Geracr. Iw Fuu have 8 revord o
you have that in the remoedt auywhere

Hekete as he called them, wrdd then «
brought 1 down and | saw the feuwipts and he had more tickets, we forbs.
him to go down there, and (‘arle ~=lled the house to try to get him a—what
it—a liconse or permit te go from honse to house and collect money.

Mr. Geraci. He never called e

Mra. Genact. He did call me.

Mr. Geraor. He called you? Carlos?

Mrs. Geract. I spoke with him on the phone.

Mr. Gemacr. That is because I told him—when I collected, a man told n
to do something like that, that I needed a license, so T went and told Carli»
“You have to get a license.” He said, *“Don't collect Any more until 1 get one
Then he went to city hall and got some stuff he had to il out.

Mr. Liesgrre. This wasn't Oswald who told you you couldn’t collect?

Mr, Gemacr. No.

“.,. nﬂ.l'.ﬂ.!@u!n_n dldn’t have anything to dn with this?

T. GERACT. No: this was before | knew Oswaid.  This ls & man work
place—who works in a cleaner's, | remember, | went there and he Eﬂnumuwﬂ
to get a license to do that, so I called Carlos on the phone and told him,

Mrs, GERacr. Then when Carlos called the house, I
Sty o . I realized he was still In

“MWQEE. I told you I was.
Geract. I put my foot 4
ok put my down and told him he couldn't do it any more, an<

Mr. Geract. And the Better Business Bureaun. -

Mrs. Geract. They told me to call the Better Business Burean, but the ma:
at the FBI told me he couldn’t give out any Information a8 to whether this wa-
& Communist organization or not, and the headquarters were in Miaml, an¢
the best thing to do would be not to let him get involved in it any more. Thes
I called the Better Business Burean, and they were supposed to check wit)
Miami, but I never did get a report back from him,

Mr. Lrenerzr, Was thisbefore or after you met Oswald?

Mr. Geract. This was before,

Mrs. Geracr. But he has the recelpt at home with the date on It. Whe:
he gave Carlos money, Carlos gave him a recelpt.

* Mr. Geracr. T remember Carlos making out a check to give the money tr
Miaml too. When I gave him the money, he put the money in his bank ana
made out & check to the headquarters,

Mrs. Genacl. We met Carlog Just now In the ball, and*he
thing Philip conld do wonld be listen to his parents and vmannﬂaﬂm ww“ﬂﬂw.u

Year he was only 15 and too young to
be involved in all that mess. The man at the FBT told me that an organization

gnfrﬂﬁwggwbunumn» week it wounld be Co
DO Y T e mmunist-controlled and

“ﬂ. HEH-O “ﬂg know who you talked to at the FRI?
re. GERACT. may have his name at home wi
o s p y e with these slips of paper thaf
Mr, Ligsrres. It is not really important, I Just wondered it you remembered.
Mrs. GERACT. Well, T wanted his name cleared for getting mixed up with
Carlos, _-35...5 I didn't know from beans about Carlos. He conld be a Com.
munist. I don’t know who is and Wwho fen’t. When I found out he met Oswald,

#ied. The week this happened he was camping with the Boy Scouts
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday when the stuff was on TV.

w41 I was In school when he got shot.

+xACL. But you were in camp, but you didn’t see n lot of the funeral and
<nff showing Oswald’s picture,

meLER. How did yon first become aware that Oswald was the fellow

Did Vance talk to yon about it? Do you remember?

*mact. The first time was when the FBI agent came fo my honse and
#1 1 see an ex-marine and showed a plcture and all that. 1 didn't even

tefore that. It was just then that T realized.

«enELER. Did the FBI man tell you how he——

*ERACE. Got my name?
LigpeLEr. What prompted him, why did he come to your house? Did
ron?

ERACL Well, he said he couldn’t tell me thar 1 asked Lim, and he satd,
+ couldn't tell me. Of course, I guess it migh! have been herause we—
‘ther called, you know, about this Cuban business —they got ™y name on

sl or something, I guess, and when they found out that he tried to join
-coup, that must bave been where it came from. That is what I think.
- Gmmact. They probably had a list of people who were collecting money

organization.

-1eeELER. OK. I don't have any more guestions. 1 do want to thank

-y much for coming in and being as cooperative as you have, and, on

“f the Commission, I want to thank you very much.

fxract. OK.

‘+xBACL You are welcome, so long as we don't have any publicity.
“aemwire. That is something you never can guarantee,

TESTIMONY OF VANCE BLALOCK

=stimony of Vance Blalock, accompanied by his parents, was taken on
%, 1864, at the Old Civil Courta Building, Royal and Conti Streets,
«ans, La., by Mr. Westey J. Idebeler, assistant rounsel of the President’s
=slon.

Rlalock, having been first duly sworn, waa examined and testified as

‘wHELER. My name is Wesley J. Liebeler. I am n member of the legal
he President's Commission Investigating the assassination of President
Staff members have been authorized to take the testimony of wit-
v the Commission, pursuant to authority granted to the Commission by
~ Order No. 11130, dated November 29, 1963, and joint resolution of
-~ No. 137. I understand, Vance, that Mr. Lee Rankin, who is general
f the Commission, wrote you a letter last week-——
“oarLock. That is right. 2
~neLER. And told you that I would be in touch with you concerning
€ of your testimony. T understand that Mr. Rankin enclosed with
* a.copy of the Exeontive order amd of the resolution of Cangress to
ave just referred, as well as a copy of the rules of procedure ndopted
ommisgion governing the taking of the testimony of witnesses, Did
r+ve that letter and those documents?
‘avock, Yes; T did
“RELER. We want to Inquire very briefly of you concerning an event
-«urred some time in the suminer of 1063 here in New Orleans. We
«wd that you were present at a meeting, o chance meeting, hetween Lee
wwald and Carlos Bringuier. Before we get into the details of that,
=aould yon state your full name for the record.
iLock. Vance Douglas Blalock.
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