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C
entral Intelligence A

gency's form
er top 

spym
aster, w

as convicted of tw
o felony 

charges of perjury and lying to C
ongress in 

1986 in connection w
ith the Iran-C

ontra 
affair. 

M
r. G

eorge, a C
IA

 veteran w
ho led the 

agency's operations division through the 
m

id
-1

9
8
0
s, w

as cleared
 o

f fiv
e related

 
counts, including obstruction of a federal 
g
ran

d
 ju

ry
. B

u
t y

esterd
ay

's v
erd

ict is a 
victory nonetheless for independent prose-
cutor L

aw
rence W

alsh, w
ho w

as frustrated 
last A

u
g
u
st w

h
en

 a p
rio

r trial o
f M

r. 

G
eorge ended w

ithout resolution because 
of a hung jury. 

. 	
• 

v
ery

 p
leased

 w
ith

 th
is v

erd
ict," said

 
C

raig G
illen, the chief prosecutor in the 

case and M
r. W

alsh's deputy. "W
ord has 

gone out to senior officials in the intelli-
gence agencies that they cannot use the 
secrets of our nation to hide." 

A
ppearing outside the federal court-

house m
inutes later, M

r. G
eorge left m

ost 
o
f th

e talk
in

g
 to

 h
is atto

rn
ey

, R
ich

ard
 

H
ibey, but laughed good-naturedly w

hen 
th

e d
efen

se co
u
n
sel said

 a p
resid

en
tial 

pardon at this juncture w
ould be w

elcom
e. 

T
he trials have already run up legal bills 

in excess of $1 m
illion for M

r. G
eorge, 

an
d
 th

e tw
o
 m

en
 said

 th
at a d

ecisio
n
 

on any appeal m
ay turn on the defendant's 

resources. 
S

tern-faced and clearly disappointed, 
M

r. H
ibey described M

r. G
illen as "the 

victor" for yesterday at least, but said M
r. 

G
eo

rg
e w

as a "p
atrio

t" trap
p
ed

 in
 a 

p
o
litical b

attle n
o
t o

f h
is o

w
n
 m

ak
in

g
. 

"T
his is a great m

an w
ho unfortunately got 

cau
g
h
t u

p
 in

 th
e p

artisan
 d

isp
u
te o

v
er 

the w
isdom

 of a certain policy. . .A
 pardon 

w
ould definitely be appropriate." 
T

h
e case rep

resen
ts a rare in

stan
ce 

w
hen a senior C

IA
 official has been con-

v
icted

 o
n
 felo

n
y
 ch

arg
es related

 to
 h

is 
•

I 	
t 

II • 
of previously secret docum

ents related to a 
covert netw

ork run from
 the W

hite H
ouse 

in the m
id-1980s to sustain anti-S

andin-
ista fo

rces in
 N

icarag
u
a. P

ro
fits• fro

m
 

U
.S

. arm
s sales to

 Iran
 in

 1
9
8
6
 w

ere 
later u

sed
 to

 su
p
p
o
rt th

is su
p
p
ly

 ef-
fo

rt, b
u
t th

e g
reat b

u
lk

 o
f th

e p
ro

secu
-

tion's case dealt w
ith M

r. G
eorge's know

l-
edge of the C

ontra netw
ork, w

hich sought 
to circum

vent a ban on U
.S. m

ilitary aid to 
the guerrillas. 

P
ress reports through m

uch of 1986 
raised questions about W

hite H
ouse in-

volvem
ent on behalf of the insurgents, and 

w
hen a cargo plane w

as dow
ned in N

icara-
gua in O

ctober, the secret operation began 
unraveling. T

he R
eagan adm

inistration 
feared that the scandal could lead C

on-
gress to reverse its decision to lift the ban 
on m

ilitary aid, and in this atm
osphere M

r. 
G

eorge found him
self as a lead C

IA
 w

itness 

before H
ouse and Senate Intelligence C

om
-

m
ittees. 
H

is conviction stem
s from

 testim
ony in 

O
ctober and D

ecem
ber of that year, and 

the prosecution alleged M
r. G

eorge lied 
and perjured him

self in trying to hide his 
know

ledge of leading participants in the 
operation. A

m
ong these w

ere reti  
orce 	

j. en
. R

ich
ard

 S
eco

rd
, w

h
o
 

oversaw
 both the arm

s sales to Iran and 
the C

ontra netw
ork, and F

elix R
odriguez, 

a form
er C

IA
 operative w

ho w
orked out 

of a post in E
l S

alvador obtained w
ith the 

blessing of then-V
ice President B

ush. 
B

efore the H
ouse Intelligence C

om
m

it-
tee, for exam

ple, R
ep. M

atthew
 M

cH
ugh 

(D
., N

.Y
.) asked if M

r. G
eorge or the other 

C
IA

 w
itnesses knew

 as a m
atter of fact 

w
hether M

r. R
odriguez "w

as involved in 
providing supplies to the C

ontras." M
r. 

G
eorge testified, "I do not know

 that per 
se. I d

o
 n

o
t. O

r an
y
 reco

rd
 I h

av
e ev

er 
read." B

ut testim
ony and docum

ents intro-
duced at the trial show

ed that C
IA

 officials 
k
n
ew

 n
o
t o

n
ly

 ab
o
u
t M

r. R
o
d
rig

u
ez's 

role but also his ties to M
r. B

ush. 
U

.S
. D

istrict Judge R
oyce L

am
berth 

scheduled sentencing for F
eb. 18. E

ach 
ch

arg
e carries a m

ax
im

u
m

 fiv
e-y

ear 
prison term

 and $250,000 fine. 

G
eorge, E

x-C
IA

 Spym
aster, C

onvicted 
O

n 2 C
harges Tied to Iran-C

ontra C
ase 


