
R
ichard V

. Secord, the ubiquitous 
M

iddlem
an of the Iran-contra affair, 

said yesterday that he m
et then-C

IA
 

clandestine services chief C
lair E

. 
G

eorge at the W
hite H

ouse in early 
1986 at a session called to discuss 
direct U

.S. arm
s sales to Iran. 

S
ecord, a gruff, retired A

ir F
orce 

M
ajor general, said he sat w

ithin a 
few

 feet of G
eorge and recalled how

 
the.high-ranking C

IA
 official ques-

tioned the W
hite H

ouse decision not 
to notify C

ongress of the new
 Iran 

initiative. 
G

eorge, the C
IA

's deputy direc-
to

r fo
r o

p
eratio

n
s fro

m
 1

9
8

4
 to

 
1

9
8

7
, is o

n
 trial in

 U
.S

. D
istrict 

C
ourt here on nine counts of lying 

and obstructing congressional and 
g

ran
d

 ju
ry

 in
v

estig
atio

n
s o

f th
e 

Iran
-co

n
tra scan

d
al. T

h
e ch

arg
es 

include tw
o counts alleging that he 

lied in denying that he had any con-
tacts w

ith S
ecord and saying that he 

"never laid eyes" on him
. 

C
alled as a prosecution w

itness 
b
u
t p

lain
ly

 u
n
co

m
fo

rtab
le in

 th
e 

ro
le, S

eco
rd

 said
 h

e m
et G

eo
rg

e 
only once, in the W

hite H
ouse sit-

uation room
 on Jan. 20, 1986, and 

had "no conversation" w
ith him

 be-
y
o
n
d
 an

 in
tro

d
u
ctio

n
 b

y
 W

h
ite 

H
ouse aide O

liver L
. N

orth. 
P

resid
en

t R
o
n
ald

 R
eag

an
 h

ad
  

signed a "finding" authorizing U
.S

. 
arm

s sales to
 Iran

 th
ro

u
g
h
 th

ird
 

p
arties o

n
 Jan

. 1
7

, 1
9

8
6

, an
d

 S
e-

co
rd

 said
 h

e h
ad

 ag
reed

 to
 b

e th
e 

"com
m

ercial cutout" for the covert 
operation. H

e said he w
as invited to 

the m
eeting by N

orth or his secre-
tary

, "so
 o

th
ers in

v
o

lv
ed

 w
o

u
ld

 
know

 w
ho the third party w

as." 
"It w

as m
y job to be the logisti-

cian," S
ecord explained. H

e said he 
used a netw

ork he had set up to bill 
th

e Iran
ian

s fo
r th

e w
eap

o
n
s, ar-

range for their delivery to T
ehran 

and reim
burse the C

IA
 at govern-

m
ent prices for the arm

am
ents. 

S
ecord had been selling arm

s to 
the contra rebels in N

icaragua since 
late 1

9
8
4
 at N

o
rth

's b
eh

est an
d
 

organized his "netw
ork" in 1985 to 

airlift m
ilitary supplies to the con-

tras despite congressional attem
pts 

to prohibit such assistance. 
H

e said
 y

esterd
ay

 th
at W

h
ite 

H
ouse national security adviser John 

M
. Poindexter asked him

 to help out 
"w

ith w
hat becam

e know
n as the Iran 

initiative" at a m
eeting in early Jan-

uary 1986, after a series of arm
s-for-

hostages deals through Israel in 1985 
had freed only one of five A

m
ericans 

held hostage in L
ebanon. 

U
nder questioning by G

eorge's 
ch

ief d
efen

se law
y
er, R

ich
ard

 A
. 

H
ibey, S

ecord said m
uch of the dis 

cussion at the Jan. 20 m
eeting con-

cerned R
eagan's decision not to tell 

C
ongress about the finding autho- 

rizing the C
IA

, through third par-
ties, sell the arm

s. 
C

IA
 g

en
eral co

u
n
sel S

tan
ley

 
Sporkin, Secord xecalled, supported 
th

e n
o
-n

o
tice p

ro
v
isio

n
 w

h
ile 

G
eorge questioned its w

isdom
. 

S
eco

rd
 said

 h
e su

b
seq

u
en

tly
 

w
orked w

ith other C
IA

 officials on 
th

e Iran
 arm

s sales, in
clu

d
in

g
 

T
hom

as T
w

etten and G
eorge C

ave, 
but "never" w

ith C
lair G

eorge. 
"Y

ou had no m
ore m

eetings w
ith 

C
lair G

eorge on the contras?" H
ibey 

asked. 
"C

orrect," S
ecord replied. 

"D
id

 y
o

u
 ev

er h
av

e a m
eetin

g
 

w
ith C

lair G
eorge on the contras?" 

"N
o," S

ecord said. "I never had a 
m

eeting w
ith him

 on any subject." 
G

eorge w
as questioned about S

e-
cord by the Senate Foreign R

elations 
C

om
m

ittee on O
ct. 10, 1986, follow

-
ing the shootdow

n of a contra resup-
ply plane over N

icaragua. 
A

sked by S
en. John F

. K
erry (D

-
M

ass.) w
hether he had had "any con-

tact" w
ith S

ecord at all, G
eorge re-

plied, according to a tape played in 
the courtroom

, "N
o. I know

 his nam
e 

w
ell and I have know

n his nam
e for 

years. B
ut I do not know

 the m
an." 

A
sked about S

ecord at a D
ec. 3, 

1986, hearing of the S
enate intelli-

gence com
m

ittee in connection w
ith 

the Iran initiative, G
eorge declared 

that he "never laid eyes" on him
. 

S
ecord pleaded guilty in 1989 to 

one felony count of lying to C
ongress 

RICH
ARD V. RECO

RD 
... details January 1986 encounter 

and drew
 tw

o years' probation. H
e 

also signed a plea agreem
ent w

ith the 
governm

ent to cooperate w
ith inde-

p
en

d
en

t co
u

n
sel L

aw
ren

ce E
. 

W
alsh's investigation. 
S

ecord told Iran-contra prosecu-
tor Sam

uel W
ilkins that G

eorge w
as 

sittin
g
 "n

ex
t to

 m
e" o

r d
irectly

 
across a conference table. 

G
eorge did recall m

eeting Secord, 
a m

an w
ith a controversial back-

ground, w
hen he gave a deposition to 

the Senate-H
ouse Iran-contra inves-

tig
atin

g
 co

m
m

ittee o
n
 A

p
ril 2

4
, 

1987. G
eorge said then that S

ecord 
w

as introduced to him
 as "a consul-

tant to the N
ational S

ecurity C
oun-

cil." O
n

 h
earin

g
 th

at, G
eo

rg
e re-

called, "I said, 'W
hoopie.' " 

Staff w
riter W

alter P
incus 

contributed to this report. 
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