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A
 federal judge said yesterday 

that form
er C

IA
 spy m

aster C
lair E

. 
G

eorge w
as entitled to delve into 

his secret career at the agency dur- 
ing 	his forthcom

ing crim
inal trial 

and scolded Iran-contra prosecutors 
for trying to m

uzzle him
. 

• "C
rim

inal defendants are alw
ays 

perm
itted to give som

e background 
about them

selves," U
.S

. D
istrict 

Judge R
oyce L

am
berth said in a 

39-page ruling. "If the governm
ent 

insists on sanitizing all of the details 
o

f th
e d

efen
d

an
t's career," th

e 
judge w

arned, "then an adm
ission 

that accords defendant som
ething 

tquivalent to w
ar-hero status w

ould 
be appropriate." 

O
nce the high-ranking deputy 

director for operations at C
IA

, w
ith 

A
 w

orldw
ide force of som

e 2,500 

: 

people at his com
m

and, G
eorge 

faces trial this m
onth on nine counts 

of lying and obstructing congres-
sional and grand jury inquiries into 
the Iran-contra affair. 

In
 y

esterd
ay

's p
retrial o

rd
er, 

L
am

berth dealt w
ith G

eorge's at-
tem

pts to use extensive am
ounts of 

classified inform
ation in his defense 

and w
ith the prosecution's attem

pts 
to "'freeze-fram

e' on the m
om

ents 
during w

hich [G
eorge] allegedly 

lied and perm
it no other evidence to 

go to the jury." 
T

he judge noted that he has in 
the past criticized G

eorge for trying 
to force production of vast num

bers 
of secret docum

ents to dem
onstrate 

the "context" of his position. B
ut he 

added that he "m
ust now

 sim
ilarly 

ch
astise th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t fo
r at-

tem
pting to deny defendant from

 
show

ing any context at all." 
G

eorge, the ruling m
ade clear,  

w
ants to show

 w
hat a busy m

an he 
w

as and, as part of this "preoccu-
pation defense," explain the struc-
ture and day-to-day functioning of 
the C

IA
, the internal w

orkings of 
his w

orldw
ide directorate, the doz-

ens of sensitive covert-action pro-
gram

s that w
ere carried out during 

his tenure and the w
ide variety of 

"flaps" or controversies w
ith w

hich 
he had to deal. 

T
he Iran-contra affair involved 

the R
eagan adm

inistration's covert 
resu

p
p
ly

 n
etw

o
rk

 fo
r th

e N
i-

caraguan contras, secret U
.S. arm

s-
for-hostages deals w

ith Iran and the 
diversion of profits from

 those deals 
to the contra cause. G

eorge's law
-

yers plan to argue that he had too 
m

any other problem
s to be held to 

account for this one. 
L

am
berth ruled that this w

as a 
legitim

ate approach and that the 
prosecution's view

 of the case w
as  

m
uch too narrow

. T
he judge said, 

"T
he governm

ent's vision of the case 
w

ould suffocate virtually any defense 
that M

r. G
eorge sought to m

ake?' 
B

ut having said that, L
am

berth 
also ruled against G

eorge tim
e and 

again in his efforts to m
ake public 

the secret "details" of his w
ork. T

he 
judge; said substitute phrases; and 
generalities • w

ould • suffice for 
G

eorge to m
ake his points. 

G
eorge "m

ust be
,
 perm

itted to 
provide the jury w

ith som
e infor-

m
ation about his life and career," 

L
aritherth said. "U

nquestionably, 
the governm

ent m
ay substitute for 

specific places and operations, but 
the substance of his career and his 
success m

ust com
e through." 

Final pretrial hearings are sched-
uled to start M

onday. Jury selection ' 
w

ill b
eg

in
 w

h
en

 th
ese are co

n
-

cluded. T
here w

ill be no testim
ony 

until July 20 at the earliest. 


