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o
 

 

 
 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 (A

P
) —

 T
h

e C
IA

's form
er 

spy m
aster —

 C
lair G

eorge —
 goes on trial this 

m
on

th
 in

 th
e Iran

-C
on

tra scan
d

al, ch
arged

 
w

ith
 coverin

g u
p

 th
e R

eagan
 W

h
ite H

ou
se's 

secret a
rm

s n
etw

o
rk

 to
 th

e N
ica

ra
g
u

a
n

 
C

ontras. 
If testim

on
y b

egin
s as sch

ed
u

led
 n

ext w
eek

, 
M

r. G
eorge w

ould be the highest-ranking C
IA

 
official to ever b

e tried
 on

 ch
arges related

 to 
his job. C

losed hearings on the use of classified 
inform

ation are taking place this w
eek. 

M
r. G

eorge w
as d

ep
u

ty d
irector for op

era-
tions —

 in charge of all the C
IA

's overseas spy 
netw

orks —
 w

hen he told C
ongress late in 1986 

that the agency didn't know
 w

ho w
as supplying 

guns and am
m

unition to the rebels fighting the 
leftist governm

ent of N
icaragua. 

T
hat statem

ent and others M
r. G

eorge m
ade  

w
ere lies, an

 in
d

ictm
en

t ch
arged

. It accu
ses 

h
im

 of th
ree cou

n
ts of ob

stru
ctin

g C
on

gress 
and a grand jury and six counts of perjury and 
m

aking false statem
ents. 

It w
a

s M
r. G

eo
rg

e's b
o

ss, C
IA

 d
irecto

r 
W

illiam
 C

asey, w
ho m

oved the C
ontra support 

system
 over to a th

en
-u

n
k

n
ow

n
 W

h
ite H

ou
se 

aid
e, L

t. C
ol. O

liver N
orth

, after C
on

gress 
b

arred
 th

e C
IA

 from
 assistin

g th
e C

on
tras 

m
ilitarily in 1984. 

It w
as "

a h
an

d
off, ju

st lik
e in

 b
ask

etb
all. 

. . 
 

..Y
ou got the ball, go on w

ith it," M
r. N

orth 
testified at his ow

n trial in 1989. C
asey died in 

1987 before he w
as questioned in detail. 

Iran
-C

on
tra p

rosecu
tors p

lan
 to sh

ow
 th

at 
m

any C
IA

 officers including M
r. G

eorge had a  

w
ealth of data on M

r. N
orth's netw

ork in 1985 
and 1986, according to pre-trial court papers 
released in the case. 

T
he chief w

itness against M
r. G

eorge is A
lan 

F
iers, fo

rm
er ch

ief o
f th

e C
IA

's C
en

tra
l 

A
m

erican T
ask F

orce. H
e w

ill allege that M
r. 

G
eorge orch

estrated
 a cover-u

p
 b

y ord
erin

g 
M

r. F
iers to rem

ove references to M
r. N

orth's 
op

eration
 from

 a statem
en

t to b
e given

 C
on

-
gress. 

M
r. G

eorge's law
yers w

ill argue that he w
as 

too busy w
ith w

orldw
ide C

IA
 responsibilities to 

pay attention to inform
ation about M

r. N
orth 

and the C
ontras, according to the court papers. 

M
r. G

eorge w
ould be the third m

ajor figure 
to go on trial in the 51/2-year-old Iran-C

ontra 
investigation, w

hich has cost over $30 m
illion 



ntra affair 
and resulted in last month's indictment of ex-
defense secretary Caspar Weinberger. 

Former national security adviser John 
Poindexter was found guilty of five felonies and 
Mr. North of three, but their convictions were 
overturned or set aside on appeal. 

The George case in effect began on Oct. 5, 
1986, when one of the supply planes in Mr. 
North's secret operation was shot down over 
Nicaragua. 

Congressional committees wanted to know 
what operation the plane was part of. 

"What we know at this point is . .. from the 
press," Mr. George told a congressional panel 
nine days after the plane was shot down. CLAIR GEORGE 
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