Mention of Willie Weisberg in :@m'a ook on § + B.loover 12/7/91
Lear Duve,

Your inclusion of p:.ge 534 makes me wonder whether I sent you a copy of what I wrote
earlier about him and this.

Hone of the FBI Sis or DJ or FBI lawyers with whom L denlt ever asked me any questions
nor is any connection swgiested i;n disclosed records 4 have even though a phone intercept
of a “arcello phone conversation with his imnigration lawyer, Jack Wasserman, refers to a
Weisberg who is an author and had FBI records.

Willie was a cousin. I do not recall that when a boy I ever met him. He was the family
blaciisheep. His parents, Shimon and Bobtsy ( Betty) were two of the warmest people I ever
kmew, Shimon in particular. He was also one of the jolliest. l-lost{,I suW them at my paternal
grandfuthers, always for the seders or Passover neals and observances.

If I ever knew I now do not recall the exact relationship of Shimon and my grunafather.
They could have baen*brothars or first cou{ﬂins.llowever, the family was so close in those
days they relationship may not have been as close.

Shimon had a furniture store on franiford Ave. in the Frankford section of MNE Phila-
delphia. Ve used to go there by taldng the elevated and I recall its elevated truck wered

in front of his store. I recull a wide concrete puvemdént and a iron railing between Shi-
mon's and the next place of business.

I do not recall how many children Shimon had but I remember two other sons. Une got
to be a store manager for a fine department store, l'rank & Seder. Another has a business
of soue kind of medical-equipment éupylie.

Willie's life of crime started earl:la.f. He decided when quite young that because his
father was robbed with some regularity and nothing ever happened th those who roblbed him
htis father was really working for the crooks, so ‘E':a.t is vhere the money was.

Ve left Yhiladelphia wight after Marding was elected. I was in about the fourth frade.
I never saw Willie's parents after that. Dut glthough his career made the entire famdly
sad, I kmow of nobody who disowned him for it. I think but am not sure that infrequently
1 heard about him from some of my first cousins who remained in Phila. but 1'm not now
sure. If I did it was beciuse they saw his name in the papers. I think I knew that he had
somehov gotten close to the top in the thila. mﬂamy ey haee Lidn [ /MJ»"-)

Un all sides of all the many families I know of no other Weisberg or anyone married
to a lieisberg who ever ran afoul of the law except my cousin Ch:rles whose mother was my
grandfather's sister. Gharles wa. brilliant but apparently could not make a living within
the law. lle became a successful forger, of checks and manuscripts. He was lmown in “hila's
bohemia as "the baron." I do not know why. He was convicted of forging a Hopkinson revolu-
tio'::try War manuscript. Ho forged as I recall three copies of it and they were so good he

got cawsht only because two of those who purchaeded it from him compared notes.
He had bought scrap paper when the old Phila. custom's house cleaned up. pe found



many valuable ancient records in it but because of his reputation fell undefsuspcion
when he was innocent,

le jumped bail after arrest and beforc trial, going south. He looked me up and he
st that night with us. Rather a very short night. I was working on the Horning News
then and as we frequently did, som: of us went to the restaurant of two Greek brothers
one of whom was a good friend and treated me like a father. Of the reporters with us
that night I nov remember only one who had left the llews and had written a successful
novel that I think made a movie, "Hex Woman," liobbie (pronounced like "Raubie" so nagbe
it was) Walters,

Charlss made his way to Douisiana and became a great success on radio as some kind
of fortune teller, another scam, lthen Huie long wau assassinated the police picked up and
questioned every newcomer they could locntu: That is haw Charles was caught. He was sent
first to the Pennsylvania jail in which Hof1'a served his time. He actually inatJtuted
Job training and quite successfully, especially considering that he began ignorant of
metal-working, what he really taught. I heard from lim from fewisburg, the name comes
back, but after he was transferred to stlanta, vhere he died, - have no recollection of
hearing from him although I tould have,

Charles and Willie were first cousins, I think.

The last time I saw Charles where he had a regular job was when he was in the l’hila.
branch of the WPa Writeys' Project. In the same office with him, on the second floor of
a dock on the Xmilmx Delawsre “iver, was Paul Comly *Tench, the reporter whose career did
not survive breaking ona?of the ﬁosf-senautional stories of that era. He was trusted by
former Murines General Smedley Butler. When a New York banding-house executive propositioned
Butler to lead a march on Washington on a white homse, yes, a plot to overthrow the FDR
governmnt, Butler inveolved French and thus he was in on the scheme as it developed,
Butler was director of public safety. French was a reporter gn Liberal Democrat lew “ealer
J.David Stern's Yhiladélphia Record, a lively paper I got evei'y merming when 1 left the
News office. a4fter Yrench broke the story the Mclormack-Dickstein committee, later headed
by Martin Dies, held public he.rings on the plot. I do not know why French lost his joh
but he did adon after he and Yutler testified. By an odd coincidence, I think +hat a later
Hew Yersey member of the Uies Committee, J. Parnell Thomas (nee Fdeney and alsoﬁ soun to
be convicted criminal), had comne from that soume bcfnding house,.

I have a cleur recollection of Charles discussing rockev?;y%ng before there was any
talk if' it, tie early 1Y50s. be was one of the nost friendly an1:l entertaining of' men, with
a fine baritone vpice and a good pianist. Warn in a very European way. Because he was so
handsome, and so excellent a student he was actually used on postera to sell World War I
(L’MV’&“MKE;. He earned scholarships and gave them away. I remember also that when the 1iC4 was

the first\pane to fly the 4tlantic he nade me a cardboard model of it about 2' wvide. #u and
Willie Here'\ among society's trapedies, such for a different reason. ',LJ



Dear Dave, 12/7/9

I've finished reading the pages of Gentry's "J. Edgar Hoover: The Han and the Secrets"
that you sent. By ;md large I t}d.mf:l.t is quite good and I saw no error of any consequence.

I also lenrned nothing of any significance from it, but that does not in any way
detract from its valuems a book.

Z have the impression that he worked from no or vittually no original materials.

The one I recall being cited in the notes is no citation at all. Not any DJ or FBI file
number, for example, that 11 /25/63 Katzenback to Moyers memo, which is simply cited as
almost word for word I here fefer to it.

Hothing wrong with good use of secondary sources, either, but thé.t is his major source
for these pages at least.

He cites my work, for example, to lSVA, which used it as its own work.

In some instancds 1 got the impression that he used third-hand sources or sources more
remote because of what 1 mow he could have used in the document itself and didn't use.

e reflects no knowledge of how, for example, the 1/22 and 1/27/74 efecutive session
transeripts camo to light. le does not mention this when it would have been useful to
him and he makes a factual error which is not important in his note on the 22d one, saying
it is not listed in tne Commission's indexes. i did not know it had any but it is in the
Commission's woricding papers and the full transeript, in facsimile, with the appropriate
working papers is in W IV, He says what is not correct, that the transeript had been typed
up and suppressed. So I think he did not use any of my work or he'd have known better.

Too many items of importance are not sourced at all. lle seems to have them straight
as best I recall but they should have had their sources indicated. in this sense the
scholarshdp is lousy. But on the other hund, he was not writing what he intended for
scholars.

He does not have the major FBI report, CD1, straight in his own mind so + anm sure he
did no original work on that. lHis first mention of' it is as a "five-page" report. e later
makes o general reference to five volumes. DBut he does not give an inkling of its content
and the inportance of tﬁ'&}t content.

He is skewed enough on the mailing or' the doctored and manufactured tape of tape
excerpts and the accompanying lotter to ﬁ.ng so I am sure this also is second-hand. He
says an agent mailed it. It wus the late Lish Whitson, who flew from Washington to Tampa
to mail it. The Office of Ppofessional #espomaibility refers to his as a former or retired
agent. lis name was disclosed to me as I recall. llaybe to “~esar.

Best,
,d{,of ff



