J. Edgar Moover, by Curt Gentry; review by Athan Theohuris 11/3/91

Today's Washington L’gsat reviey illustrat s the unwisdon of assigning the author of a
conpétitive book to reviev a nwwer one on th: same subj:ct.

Fron ny dealings wvith both men I have reason not to accept either as fully informa-—
tive or fuir, Genrty because he lied in the bouk he ghosted for Fruncis Yary Powers and
his U-2 flight shot dovm over th\rz USUll and Theoharis because he has consistently sought
to make it appear that his is the only basic and dependable work, all@inclusives vhen it
i% not,’ve;-lr igood as it is, and because he has pretended that ny work at least, is his,.

G gave hin hwulreds of pages o I'BI reports he credited to the I'BI, not me, and he was

so stingy that he did not even send me a copy of his ook, 7 .
ﬂﬁﬁ mﬂ g thise
Theoharis begins his review vith twoe paragr_yﬁlm in pnr‘t?bi‘ Atuo

paragraphs and in its concluding sentence and he devotes the re{"c of *he half-page
review, beginning: in the second 1m1'ag,*r_lf'ﬂ1;ft¢:11ing “he readers wiyr t@;ﬁt get or even
trust it. J 'MMMM‘ Yiirls,

He criticizes Gentry for accepting "misinfornation" from "his FHI sources,"’ ho Loy
well have becn Gentry's sourge for saying that Honve" had certain "8I records Thoeharis
says do not exist. In this Theoharis covers hinself with a single uord, "extant," ro-
ferring to loover's two spe@aiul sories of office files. Official and Personal and “onti-
rential. lle does not dddress whether the files he says do not axist could have been anong
the many destroyed by Hocver's private secretary, lelen Gandy.

f'act, where he is sup.osedly talldng about thése "extant" two files, specifically
':celebrity files," Theoharis states explicitly "there are no such rilen)'He is careful
not to say in these "extant" remains. In fact there are nany such files that the MBI has,
some of which I've obtained by vittua of duplicate filing, mine being the duplicate coples.

One of his perhaps accurate criticisns of Gentry relates to a list of records to be
deutroyed on h&eﬂdf/u:th. Theoharis says there was no need for :-_ny]'ijwh list because Gandy
destroyed those records. What she destroyed ia copie:r that were in Houver's personal files,
Wiily if there were no other copies, which I'n inclined to believe was not true, "m‘xld Theo—
haris' criticiom be valid. and all the many pages I have fron these two lipover persoml
files are in fact du@;‘l_trm. Destroying :}:ﬁ while leaving the originuls or other dupli-
cates in file would pieeut the purpose o?/de:xtruction.

Theoharis' own scholarship is subject to guestion, lie filed FOIA requests and he accepted
what he got in respoﬂae without taldng any one case to court when it is impossible that he
got Lull coupliance with his regyuests. “hus he wrote not only based on known incoupleteness,

one of lis eriticisms of Uentry, he also did the FBI a favor by naldng i% posuible for it
to clain propurlly that all it had to disclowe in response to duplicating requests Zs what
it opted to let Theoharis have.

The review also serves to advertise Thoecharis' coupetitive books.
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W, HE LIFE of J. Edgar Hoover, who for 48
: @ years served as director of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, inevitably commands
' interest—a man who turned the FBI into a
powerful, virtually autonomous agency and trans-
formed his relationship with presidents and attorneys
general from trusted subordinate to coequal (even
Harry Truman, who risked political suicide when firing
General Douglas MacArthur, guickly rebuffed sugges-
tions that he fire Hoover, despite his own doubts about
Hoover's methods and loyalty). Curt Gentry's massive
biography is but the latest attempt to understand “the
man and the secrets.”

Gentry’s book is a comprehensive and well-written
survey of Hoover's tenure as director of the bureau,
and provides insights into how Hoover turned a rela-
tively inconsequential office into an agency that influ-
enced American politics from the 1930s. It is a fasci-
nating story about how Hoover amassed, used and

Gentry claims, for example, to have researched Hoo-
ver's extant Official and Confidential File, as well as
that of former FBI Assistant Director Louis Nichols. He
describes their contents thus: Nichals's file includes

of llegal wiretaps and bugs,” including “evidence” that
Attorney General Tom Clark had “received payments
from the Chicago syndicate” (in fact the file contains

ities. In fact, Hoover authorized in June 1951 a formal
Sex Deviates program under which information was
first disseminated to specified officials in the executive,
legislative and judicial branches (and in time to officials
of umiversities and police agencies) to purge identified
homosexuals. Second, Gentry describes how Hoover
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to maintain “obscene or indecent” material. This special
file contained, by the 1960s, a permanent collection of
more than 10,000 "stag films,” photographs, comic
strips, playing cards, books and pamphlets. The collec-
tion, whether or not Hoover had a personal interest in
W,m separately maintained to ensure

preparation, and favorable publicity, of obscenity
cases and as well to limit agents’ access to this “filth.”
The file had other uses, as in the 1951 case when of-
ficials of the CIA’s psychological warfare division were

Third, Gentry writes that in 1951 five FBI agents
spent several weeks in the National j issori
rmmhummdmyphgfomer'l‘mmw

And one last example: “over the years,” Gentry as-
serts, Hoover compiled a “D” (destruct) list of “specified
files, films, and recordings” that within “an hour” after
Hoover's announced death were shredded at FBI head-
quarters and field offices. Beyond ordering his execu-
tive assistant, Helen Gandy, to destroy his so-called
Personal and Confidential File, Hoover had no need to
draft a D" list. Under Hoover's 1940 order sensitive

Tolson, Louis Nichols and D. Milton Ladd.) Dating from
the 1940s, moreover, FBI officials obtained National

extends our of Hoover's unprecedented
career and of the seamy side of recent American pol-
itics. ! L
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