
CURT GENTRY 

499 CHESTNUT STREET. SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 941E3 

February 26, 1970 
Dear Hal: 

inexcusable 
Please forgive my dftempilhomiiiist delay in answering 

your letter of last fall. When it arrived I was isolated 
in the Sierras, finishing a section of the book. And then 
I misplaced it until just now. 

I think most of your questions will be answered in 
the book, an advance copy of which should reach you 
sometime in April (see enclosed). 

Re B and her book, I'm fairly sure it didn't have the 
blessings of anyone. As you observed, it's filled with 
implausibilities and errors of fact; after reading 
Operation Overfliolal I thlink you'll understand why. 

In my research I've come across neither McSweeney 
nov Snyder, at least not by those names. 

Sorry for the messy typing. Have just switched from 
a standard to electric and haven't got the hang of it yet. 

Again, many thanks for your assistance, and best of 
luck on all your books. 

Best wishes, 
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No airplane pilot had ever flown higher than Francis Gary 
Powers. 

And, when his plane was shot clown in Russia, no man's 
reputation ever sank lower. 

Branded a "coward" and a "traitor," Powers has never 
before answered his critics. Now, ten years later, he gives 
his account of what really happened over Russia on May 
I, 1960. And in Washington, D.C., during the troubled 
days that followed. 

• Did the US. Cm ernmcnt "plant" the I."-2 with the 
Intention of having Ii cougar.' 

• Was Powers supposed in kill himself if captured? 
• How was Khrushclicv able to trap Eisenhower into 

13leg — and being caught at it? 
• What Internationnily•known figure may have tipped 

the Russians shunt the 1.1-2? 
• What did Putters "spill" to the Russians?' 
• Why did it Like ten years for rowers to tell the full 

story? 

These arc svme of the questions Powers answers as he 
reveals the startling details of his training, his mission, his 
trial and imprisonment— and, finally, the crushing criticism 
that greeted his return to America. 

But Powers does more than answer questions. He asks 
some. too. Hard questions that must be answered if 
America is to avoid another incident like 1.1-2, Or Pueblo. 

Ten years ago, Francis Gary Powers shocked the nation. 
His book will do it again. 

FRANCIS GARY.  POWERS 
OPERATION-OVERFLIGHT: 
The U-pliot tells his story foi',pc first time 
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