
DearBill, 	 9/3/95 

There is nothing new iu thin USA today story of 430 saying that a former 

FBISA said that Oswald was anal informer other than attributing it to an affidavit 

by Car or uayton. I had that, with L'ayotn as the source, in the late 1960s,)  but Gaytom 

would 74ot talk to me, dealt with me so to speak through an intermediary, and that made 

me uneasy and then the intermediary lost patience with me. 

Just beforo the story apiklarep(someone raised that matter with me by phone. 

Perhaps it was Gary Aguilar. I then remembered the mime of the man I refer td as the 

intermediary and I have what I have filed under his nz.me. His name was Jim and I think 

his last name began with a P. If so -". could find this by going 4through the :c• parta of 

the file:,  but believe it is not worth the time. 

ks I remember it Jim' s landlord was Gayton, -...n Seattle or Portland, in that area. 

I am not certain but have the impression Gayton may be blakk. 

Part of th^ storylr_s that Gayton worked with hosty, 1 think in manses City. I 

have trouble believing Hasty would lu-tve Isaid to anyone whet in this aceo-nt he alleged 

. .id to Livyton. I also 11:1v(:: trouble, ij :J: rem .caber th story co:vrootly, believing' that 

A.sty 1,our. have left note..,  for 0:Av-ii:. t the gockley rooming house. As I now ewcall it, 

two times. 

At first hm referred to Gayton as "G" only then as carver. 

After a while Jio moved to lieu Orleans and -' hoard from him from there. That 

was at the time of Garrison activity. 

.un a hunch I checke4 and I have a Carver Layton file. In it is a 1972 memo 

to friends both new dead, the man an AP tewortor, saying all that this story says and 

why it deadended with me. Is had the Gayton address in Seattle and the man's name was 

Jim Gtchenauil.. I'm not checking my Gichonau; file. Host is in it.NVt worth it. 

This story quotes 14ewman in q way that again make me wonder what function he 

had in Army intelligence, wonder whether he was an academic teacher and little or no 

more, because he knows nothing about what PSI means to the FBI. "0 is quoted as saying 

it "suggests Oswild was a 'low-lotol' informant for the bureau." Et suggests nothing 

of the sari. The story refers to the intials meaning "potential." Over hu years I've 

forgotten but it moans probationary and I think that in the word represented by the letter. 

In fact wheh one is a PSI one is an informer but on probation, usually lastingabout 
4 	 , 

months. Ail FBI infomers begin vitig till's probation, regardless of the value of the 

information they deliver. 

Buck Ravin is quoted as dissembling and misleading the report y his use of 

FBI lingo and sonmntics. He knew very well that if Oswald had been a PSI there would 
i 

be Dallas records and HQ records in files with the 134 classification. HQ approval is 

required for using anyone as a probationary informer and for full status after probation. 
Thu.:, too, them are undisclosed Ray 137 fi ls. Tho FBI refused to give them to me 6A 



2 

in CAs 7C-0322/0420 combined where they were relevant. 

In practise had this been true Useald would have been known as DL????PSI and 

if he had paseed his probation he would have been known as DL????SI.Same file. There 

would also bo in Dallas if procedures were followed a contact repirt, a printed form, 

filled out lot every contact with uswald and for Quby, with an evaluation of the informa- 

tion gotten on each contact and if documents or other things were produced they would 
FD 

be in an evidence envelope that as I recall as ?BI form 340. 

Because Oswald was quoted by lielgado as saying his favorite book was The 

Animal farm I had 	believing he would be an informer but on the other side 

he was so virulently anti-Communist I could believe he might be willing to be that kind 

of an informer. I supose that is why I spent so: much time on the phone with Oochenaur 

and in correspondence with him. 

In passing, my copy of my memo of 1972 to 'pia and Jennifer White is a carbon 

copy. tly typing then was good enough and all my file copies of that era are carbon 

copies. 

There is one other thing that. probably influences me then beKlUee it im-

pressed me from tne outsoti. Oswald's 4mness on being arrested and charged did 

eugLest to me that ho did expect soeeono to come forward and make it clear that he 

was not the killer or the assaesin, that someone with some a/thoitity would do that. 

Thus the lead and summary of -1.112 first thing I wrote on the assassination, at the time 

of the assassination, sent to the literary agent i then had, began, "Lee Harvey Oswald 

could not have been persona non grata to the FBI." That actuall_cost mo my agent. 

With this story sayinc that ayton denies he ever said such a thing or that 

Hasty said it I do not agree with 'ewman's "very powerful evidence" that the AERB 

should follow but I do believe it should make an effort. put it this way because the 

FBI will not allO:W it into its files rooms and because without access to them whether 

it destroyed records cannot be determined. For example, there is not a single mention 

of the note that without questilin uswald left for Hosty is any Dallas or HQ record that 

is disclosed yet without question there were communications between Dallas and HQ on 

that and in fact it was IN that directed Shankling to destroy that note after Oswald 

wan killed and there would be no trial. I have proof of what I say in en FBIHQ tickler. 

The documents Newman is quited as saying Clinton should order eeleased do not 

seem to refer to thistrom what the bogrd has stated in its releases. 
e
est, 
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m
ong the theories: involvem

ent of the C
IA

, the M
afia, F

idel C
astro or the K

rem
lin. 

N
E

W
 F

IN
D

: 
A

uthor 
Jo

h
n
 N

ew
m

an
 d

e-
tails his assertions in 
a new

 book 

4A
 . W

E
D

N
E

S
D

A
Y

, A
U

G
U

S
T

 30, 1995 • U
S

A
 T

O
D

A
Y

 

T
H

E
 N

A
T

I
O

N
 

A
 new

ly uncovered JF
K

 assassination docum
ent is 

reviving questions about a possible connection be-
tw

een L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald and the F
M

. 
T

h
e 1

9
7
6
 affid

av
it to

 th
e S

en
ate b

y
 fo

rm
er F

B
I 

agent C
arver G

ayton suggests the bureau used O
sw

ald 
as an inform

ant prior to the John F
. K

ennedy assassi-
nation, says author John N

ew
m

an. 
"T

h
is th

in
g
 h

as b
een

 k
ep

t u
n
d
er w

rap
s fo

r 2
0
 

years," says N
ew

m
an, w

ho says he discovered the affi-
davit at the N

ational A
rchives w

hile doing research 
for his new

 book O
sw

ald and the C
IA

. 
T

he F
B

I, as far back as J. E
dgar H

oover's tenure as 
director, has steadfastly denied O

sw
ald ever w

orked 
for the bureau. F

B
I spokesm

an M
ike K

orten T
uesday 

declined com
m

ent on N
ew

m
an's claim

s. 
M

ean
w

h
ile, a 3

0
-d

ay
 d

ead
lin

e ex
p

ires to
d
ay

 fo
r 

P
resident C

linton to decide w
hether to allow

 the re-
lease of additional JF

K
 docum

ents. 
T

he federal governm
ent's A

ssassination R
ecords 

R
eview

 B
oard voted last m

onth to unveil 15 still-sealed 
docum

ents, but the F
B

I appealed to C
linton to block 

the release. 
T

he W
hite H

ouse said T
uesday C

linton w
ill allow

 
negotiations betw

een the F
B

I and the review
 board to 

continue before m
aking a decision. 

A
uthorities say the contested docum

ents do not in-
volve the G

ayton affidavit, although disclosure of F
B

I 
inform

ants is a central issue. 
In

 h
is sw

o
rn

 affid
av

it, G
ay

to
n

 say
s h

e w
as to

ld
 

about a year after the assassination by then-F
B

I agent 
Jam

es H
osty that O

sw
ald "had been a P

S
I" (potential 

security inform
ant) for the F

B
I. 

A
uthorities say G

aytor,, w
ho couldn't be reached for 

com
m

ent T
uesday, later denied that F

rosty m
ade the 

rem
ark. 

JIM.AE11,11AN 

OSWALD 
ANDF1

  
H

osty, w
ho is w

riting his ow
n book on the JFK

 case, 
denies ever m

aking that statem
ent to G

ayton. 
A

nd the form
er D

allas F
B

I agent w
ho m

onitored 
O

sw
ald's activities declined to explain, except to say 

that the m
atter w

ill be explored in his book. 
O

liver "B
uck" R

evell, the F
B

I's form
er crim

inal in- 

vestigations chief, says the P
S

I designation does not 
necessarily m

ean O
sw

ald becam
e an inform

ant. 
It m

erely suggests that the F
B

I had an interest in 
possibly turning him

 into one because of his M
arxist 

connections, R
evell says. 

"I've seen nothing indicating he had any sort of in-
form

ant status," be says. 
B

ut N
ew

m
an. a form

er career U
.S

. intelligence ana-
lyst, says the P

S
I designation suggests O

sw
ald w

as a 
"low

-level" inform
ant for the bureau. 

L
ike a lot of things about the JF

K
 assassination, the 

affidavit is fresh fodder for conspiracy theorists. 
M

ore than three decades after the killing specula-
tion still sw

irls —
 w

ith allegations of involvem
ent that 

include the C
IA

, the M
afia, Fidel C

astro and the K
rem

-
lin. T

he G
ayton affidavit sheds no new

 light on w
heth-

er O
sw

ald w
as part of any hit team

 or a fall guy for a 
larger assass ination plot. 

N
or does it show

 an F
B

I cover-up. 
B

ut it provides "very pow
erful evidence" that the 

review
 board should further probe the F

B
I relation-

ship w
ith O

sw
ald, and that C

linton should order re-
lease o

f th
e additional docum

ents, N
ew

m
an says. 
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