DearBill, - 9/3/95

There is nothing new in the USA today story of ii/30 saying that a former
FBISA said that Oswald was an FBL informer other than attributing it to an affidavit
by Cargver “ayton. I had that, with Yayotn as tho source, in the late 1960s, but Gaytom
wouldﬁot tallk to me, dealt with me so to speak through an intermediary, and that made
me uneasy and then the intermediary lost patience with me,

Just before the story appearep{ gsomeone raised that matter with me by phone.
Perhaps it was Gary 4guilar. I then remembered the nome of the man I refer to as the
intermediary and I have what I have filed under his nime, His name was Jim and I think
Iis last name began with o Po If so + could find this by going 4t]1ruw5h the & parts of
the Tiles but believe it is not worth the time.

As I remomber it Jim's landlord was Gayton, 'n Seattle or Portland, in that area.

I am not certain but have the impression Gayton may be blaik.

Part of tho a‘tory‘is that Goyton worked with losty, I think in Kansas City. I
hava trouble believing llosty would lwuve rfsaid to anyone whot in this accont he alleged
CAlte Yeytone Iooloo dnve trouble, if I oroascwmber the story corrsetly, believiiyy that
Heaty vewldd hove left notos for Gsnrld % the Beckley rooming house. As I now eweall it,

tuo times.

At first j:_m roferred to Gayton as "C" dnly then as Yarver.

After a while Jiu moved %o Heu Urleans and + heard from him from there. That
was at the time of Garrison activity.

Yn a hunch I checked and I have a Carver Gayton file. In it is a 1972 memo
to friends both now dead, the man an AP geporter, saying all that this story says and
why it deadended with me. Is had the Uaybon address in Seattle and the man’s name was
Jim Gichenaugk. I'm not checking my Gichcnaue?- file. Host is in it.Not worth ite

This story quotes “eumen in 4 wgy that again makes me wonder what filnction he
had in Army intelligence, vonder whether he was an academic teacher and little or no
morc, because he knows nothing about what PSI means to the FBI. e 39 5uoted as saying
it "sugpests Oswld was a 'lou-lebel' informant for the bureau." Ut suggests nothing

of the 5014-. The story refers to the intials meaning "potential." Overthe years I've

forgotten bub it means probationary and I think that is the word represented by the letter.
Iu fact wheh one is a PSI one is an miomur but en probation, usually lastingzbout
4 months, ALl FBI informers begin with tlms probation, regardless of the value of the
information they deliver.

Buclk Revill is quoted as dissembling and misleading the report%y his use of
FBI lingo and semantics, He knew very well that if Usuald had been a PSI there would
be Dallas records and HY records in files wéth the 134 clagsification. HY approval is
required for using anyone as a probationaty informer and for full status after probation.
Thui, too, there are undisclosed Riby 137 fiels. The FBI rofused to give them to me ik
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in CAs 78-0322/0420 combined where they vere rclevant.

In practise had this been true Uswald would have becn known as DL????PSI and
if he had pasced his probation he would have been known as DL??775I.Same file. There

wvould also be in Yallas if procedures were followed a contact re;&rt, a printed form,

filled out fo;b- every contact with Yswald and for Ruby, with an evaluation of the informe—
tion gotien on each contact and if documents or other things were produced they would
be in an evidence envelope that as I recall as ¥FBI fmm5340.

Because Oswald was quoted by Yelgado as saying his favorite book wgs The
4nimal Farm I had#ifficulty believing he would be an informer but on the other side
he was so v1rulbntly anti-Communist I could believe he might be willing to be that kind
of an informer. I sqpose that is why I spent sow much time on the phone withﬁfochenaur
and in correspondence with him.

In pasecing, my copy of my memo of 1972 to Yim and Jennifer Vhite is a carbon
copy. Uy typing then was guod enough and all my file copies of that era are carbon
coples,

There is one other tling that prcbably influences me then befﬁgsa it ime
pressed me from tne outsotk. Uswald's q}gmness on being arrested and charged did
suggeat to me that he did expect soiieono to come forward and mike it clear that he
was not the killer or the assassin, that someone with some ai@hoitity would do thate.
Phus the lead and swmmary of th: first thing I wrote on the:assassination, at the time
of the assassination, sent to the literary ggent 1 then had, began, "Lee Harvey Oswald
cowld not have been personna non grata to the FBL," That actuallﬁ;cost me my agente

With this story saying that ZQytou denies he ever said such a thing or that
Hosty said it I do not agree with auman's "very powerful evidence" that the ARHB
should follow but I do believe it should make an effort. + put it this way because the
FBI will not allg w it into ite files rooms and because without access to them whether
it destroyed records camnot be determined. For example, therec is not a single mention
of the note that without questidn “swald left for Hosty iv any Pallas or HQ record that
is disclosed yet without question there were communications between Dallas and HQ on
that and in fact it was H4 that directed Shanidling to destroy that note after Oswald
was killed and there would be no trial. I have pooof of what I say in an FBIHQ ticklere

The documcnts Newman is quited as saying Clinton should order eeleased do not
seem to refer to this from what the bogrd has stated in its releases.

nest,
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A newly uncovered JFK assassination document is
reviving questions about a possible connection be-
tween Lee Harvey Oswald and the FBL

The 1976 affidavit to the Sepate by former FBI
agent Carver Gayton suggests the bureau used Oswald
asan informant prior to the John F. Kennedy assassi-
nation, says author John Newman.

“This thing has been kept under wraps for 20
years,” says Newman, who says he discovered the affi-
davit at the National Archives while doing research
for his new book Oswald and the CIA.

The FBI, as far back as J. Edgar Hoover's tenure as
director, has steadfastly denied Oswald ever worked
for the bureau. FBI spokesman Mike Korten Tuesday
declined comment on Newman's claims.

Meanwhile, a 30-day deadline expires today for
President Clinton to decide whether to allow the re-
lease of additional JFK documents.

The federal government's Assassination Records
Review Board voted last month to unveil 15 still-sealed
documents, but the FBI appealed to Clinton to block
the release,

The White House said Tuesday Clinton will allow
negotiations between the FBI and the review board to
continue before making a decision.

Authorities say the contested documents do not in-
volve the Gayton affidavit, although disclosure of FBI
informants is a central issue.

In his sworn affidavit, Gayton says he was told

about & year after the assassination by then-FBI agent.

James Hosty that Oswald “had been a PSI” (potential
security informant) for the FBL

Authorities say Gayton, who couldn’t be reached for
Sanam.a Tuesday, later denied that Hosty made the
remar

NEW FIND: Author
John Newman de-
tails his assertions in
a new book

Hosty, who is writing his own book on the JFK case,
denies ever making that statement to Gayton.

And the former Dallas FBI agent who monitored
Oswald's activities declined to explain, except to say
that the matter will be explored in his book.

Oliver *Buck” Revell, the FBI's former criminal in-

NOVEMBER 22, 1963: More than three decades after the kil
lation rages over his death. Among the theories: involve:

ing of President John F. Kennedy in Dallas, Specu-
ment of the CIA, the Mafia, Fidel Castro or the Kremlin.

vestigations chief, says the PSI designation does not
necessarily mean Oswald became an informant.

It merely suggests that the FBI had an interest in
possibly turning him into one because of his Marxist
connections, Revell says,

“T've seen nothing indicating he had any sort of in-
formant status,” he says.

But Newman, a former career U.S. intelligence ana-
lyst, says the PSI designation suggests Oswald was a
“low-level” informant for the bureau.

Like a lot of things about the JFK assassination, the
affidavit is fresh fodder for conspiracy theorists.

More than three decades after the killing, specula-
tion still swirls — with allegations of involvernent that
include the CIA, the Mafia, Fidel Castro and the Krem-
lin. The Gayton affidavit sheds no new light on wheth-
er Oswald was part of any hit team or a fall guy for a
larger assassination plot.

Nor does it show an FBI cover-up.

But it provides “very powerful evidence” that the
review board should further probe the FBI relation-
ship with Oswald, and that Clinton should order re-
lease of the additional documents, Newman says.
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