%¥ agency and outside it on the need for interests or jeopardized sources and
" more openness, the CIA’s public af- - methods.”
m?ﬁ%.gsroug Gates rejected some of the task
¥ stay of the new look, is being forced  force recommendations, including a
¢ 'to cut its budget by a third. proposal that the public affairs office
|+~ *We recognize that a program of give unclassified background ibrief-
xsﬂg&%g%g ings to reporters “when there is a
%% mitment of additional resources, not  major international event” such as -
+#-only for PAO [the public affairs of- the Persian Gulf War.

 fice] but for other parts of the agen- The CIA director said he was “in-
- cy,” the report said. - : clined to support” a plan to declassify
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By George Lardner Jr. -«
" Waahington Post Stalf Writer

When CIA Director Robert. M.

Gates publicly promi

On Openness'
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ised “a greater
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CIA, From Al

The task force, headed by then--

.CIA ‘public affairs director Joseph

DeTrani, also touted what it saw as
the accomplishments of the agency’s

" existing media program.

“PAO now has relationships with
reporters from every major wire ser-

- vice, newspaper, news weekly and
television network in the nation,” the

report said. “This has helped us turn
some ‘intelligence failure’ stories

into ‘intelligence success’ stories, -
and it has contributed to the accu-
- racy of countless others.

* *In many instances,” Eo.nmvon
continued, “we have persuaded re-
porters to postpone, change, hold or

" even scrap stories that could have

adversely affected national security

records on specific events, “partic-
ularly those which are repeatedlythe
subject of false allegations, such as
the 1948 Italian elections, 1953
Iranian coup, . 1954 Guatemalan

4

closure of which reasonably could
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CIA Report on Openness Classified Secret -

k ~+

Q.EP 1958 Indonesian coup and Eo
Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962.”

The CIA had been adamant about .
keeping the report under wraps as -

recently as March 18, when the new
PAO director, Gary Foster, was
questioned about it by House Gov-
ernment Operations Committee

= Chairman John Conyers Jr. (D-Mich.)

.at a hearing on government secrecy.

Foster said that people whose
names are classified were mentioned
in the report. He said some portions
" might not be classified, “but taken
out of context, they wouldn’t mean
much to anybody.” As it turned out,
only the names were excised from

the report and decision directive that- -
Gates sent Hamilton April 13, the --
same day a column Hamilton wrote -

on “The Cost of Too Much Secrecy”

appeared in The Washington Post.
“It's a step in the right direction

for the agency and I applaud n_.»m...

Hamilton said. But Leslie Harris, -

‘Washington ACLU legislative direc-
tor, called it “disappointing.”

“It reads like an internal discus-
sion of how we can get people to like
us,” Harris said. “It doesn’t call for a

~ Now, after public scolding at-a

dated Jan. 6, and

sent them to one of the scolders,

See CIA, A4, Col. 8

rt as well as his five-page de-
simply mirrors, . albeit with more
detail, what Gates announced gub}

Rep. Lee H. Hamilton (D-Ind.), for-
. mer chairman of the House intel:

. ligence committee.

House hearing, Gates has approved
declassification of almost .the entire
repo

cision directive,

"~ Much of the task force's repbrt

serious look at sumrwoo_.,oaw. i

task force, including DeTrani, Wepe -
deleted. And so were the names »f .
journalists, businessmen, academis *
and others who, the report sad,
“shared their views on CIA openne §s
with the task force” ' §

-Mogn _mhﬁ vﬁaﬁaﬂ—vq u.-...i\., &
Washington Post executive edithr.

Leonard Downie Jr. and other Pt -/

editors whom DeTrani consulted lagt -
fall on a visit to the newspaper. “*“f - : -

CIA spokesman Peter Earnest'sgd
the names of those the CIA cdp- :
sulted were blacked out under FOIA -
“deliberative” materials and for the -

»wm:&.a..moﬁan&aae&nm.;&
A.B:o;n;.uoﬁdn.:. .
said. “They visited us quite o
We wanted to tell them how they
‘could tell us more about what

do. It sounded as if they were intér-
ﬁgs.gingggﬁum&.
ing ways of making the CIA mage
accessible to us so we could cover
an_.ozoa... M




