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Mr. David J. Garrow 10/7/85
Associate Frofessor of Political Science

College of the City of HNew York

Hew Iork. N.Y. 10031

Dear David,

The coming of "Bearing the Cross" is very good news! I'm so glad you were
able to make such effective use of those field office inventories! Good luck
with the book!

It is remotely possible that a record was made of my contacts with
Wachtel, very few, and if they were recorded, I'd appreciate copies.

I don't recall whether vou met Jerry MoRnight (Hood) when you were here.
He has my Invaders and files, has done an article that appeared in the
Sputh 8tlantic uuarterly on the strike file and is going to do one on the
Invaders file, hopefully soon.

lie is also getting the Pocam file. He requested FBIH4 and WFO, their
response ignored WFO and he's going to remind him he requested both.

Bes*;LCL ![’Hld .

Harold Weisberg
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munist , & lialsgn that Mr. Levi-
son repeatedly denled before his death
in 1979 and that Dr. King refused to be-
lieve.

The Levison transcripts confirm that
even after private warnings to Dr. King

| by friendly Governiment officials that

! being monitored by the F.B.1. and that
cha

of a “Communist connection"
could be damaging to the civil rights
movement, Dr. King consulted Mr.
Levison frequently by telephone. For a
time Dr. King sought Mr. Levison's
counsel through intermediaries, - but
the telephones of the go-betweens were|
tapped too.
The files also reveal the huge cost in

In ah interview, Mr. Garrow said he
had received 180,000 of transcripts and
other docuiments from the F.B.I. and
that requests for 150,000 more were still
béing processed. The F.B.l.'s surveil-
lance of Mr. Levison, which continued
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and was continued by his successors as
Attorney General, Nicholas deB. Kat-
zenbach, Ramsey Clark and John N.
Mitchell.

5| The possibility of an antiwar Presi-
dential candidacy by Dr. King was

urged upon him by such peace activists
as Dr. Benjamin Spock.

After months of indecision, as re-
vealed in the transcripts, over whether
his role as a “moral leader” required
him to oppose the war more aggres-

sively, Dr. King finally declared at a |-

news conference in Atlanta on April 25,
1967, that he had no interest in being a

'y |candidate.

By then Mr. Johnson had already

y the civil rightd
movement with the incréasingly stri:’
dent dnd ratlical politics of the anti-war
activists, iy
i Dr.King was ovetheard by the F.B.1.
destribing his proptised Presidential
candidacy as an effort ..Eﬂ.oau._: Mr.
Johingon for his conduct of the Vietnam
war By robbing him of black votes,
But according to Harry C. McPher-
son, & top Johnson aide who is now &
Washington r, the equivocal plan
for a King-lsd opposition was never re.

garded as a threat by Mr. Johnson.



