
Mr. David J. Darrow 
	 10/7/05 

Associate .0rofessor of Political Science 
College of the City of liew York 
New York. N.Y. 10031 

Dear David, 

The coming of 'Wearing the Cross" is very good news! I'm so glad you were 
able to make such effective use of those field office inventories! Good luck 
with the book! 

It is remotely possible that a record was made of my contacts with 
Wachtel, very few, and if they were recorded, I'd appreciate copies. 

I don't recall whether you met Jerry/kg:night (Hood) when you wer(4 here. 
He has my Invaders and alitike files, has done an article that appeared in the 
-'oath atlantic tworterlY-on the strike file and is going to do one on the 
invaders file, hopefully soon. 

Ae is also getting the Pocom file. Be requested FBIHI.L and WFO, their 
response ignored WFO and he's going to remind him he requested both. 

Bestwinhei: 

frtid 
Aerold Weisberg 
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w
ith

 tran
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ts 
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h
on

e 
con

eration
s of th

e 
R

ev. D
r. M

artin
 L

u
th

er 
K

in
g Jr., T

h
e 

I transcript at left is from
 a 

coinrereittion recorded 
M

ai. 27, 1967. 

m
unist P

arty, a liaison that M
r. L

evi-
son repeatedly denied before his death 
in 1979 and that D

r. K
ing refused to be-

lieve. 
T

he L
evlson transcripts confirm

 that 
even after private w

arnings to D
r. K

ing 
by friendly G

overnm
ent officials that 

h
is con

tacts w
ith

 M
r. L

evison
 w

ere 
being m

onitored by the F
.B

.I. and that 
charges of a "C

om
m

unist connection" 
cou

ld
 b

e d
am

agin
g to th

e civil righ
ts 

m
ovem

en
t, D

r. K
in

g con
su

lted
 M

r. 
L

evison frequently by telephone. F
or a 

tim
e D

r. K
in

g sou
gh

t M
r. L

evison
's 

cou
n

sel th
rou

gh
 in

term
ed

iaries. b
u

t 
the telephones of the go-betw

eens w
ere 

tapped too. 
T

h
e tiles also reveal the huge cost in  m

anpow
er and the num

bing tedItan in-
volved in the F

.B
.I. telephone surveil-

lan
ce. T

h
e L

evisoo tran
scrip

ts sh
ow

 
that for m

ore than seven years, round-
the-clock team

s of bureau personnel re-
corded and typed up such intelligence 
aS M

r. L
evlson's consultations w

ith his 
w

ife about N
ew

 Y
ork restaurants and 

m
ovies at w

h
ich

 h
e w

ou
ld

 m
eet h

er 
after w

ork. 
In an Interview

, M
r. G

arrow
 said he 

had received 180,000 of transcripts and 
oth

er d
ocu

tn
en

ts from
 th

e F
.B

.I. an
d

 
that requests for 150030=

re w
ere still 

b
ein

g p
rocessed

. T
h

e F
.B

.I.'s su
rveil-

lance of M
r. L

evison, w
hich continued 

for a year an
d

 a h
alf after D

r. K
in

g's 
death, w

as authorized by M
r. K

ennedy  and w
as continued by his successors as 

A
ttoM

ey G
eneral, N

icholas deB
. K

at-
zenbach, R

am
sey C

lark and John N
. 

M
itchell. 
T

he possibility of an antiw
ar P

resi-
d

en
tial can

d
id

acy b
y D

r. K
in

g w
as 

urged upon him
 by such peace activists 

as D
r. B

enjam
in Spock

.  

A
fter m

on
th

s of in
d

ecision
, as re-

vealed in
 th

e tran
scrip

ts, over w
h

eth
er 

h
is role as a "

m
oral lead

er"
 req

u
ired

 
h

im
 to op

p
ose th

e w
ar m

ore aggres-
sively. D

r. K
in

g fin
ally d

eclared
 at i 

new
s conference in A

tlanta on A
pril 25. 

1987, that he had no interest in being a 
candidate. 

B
y th

en
 M

r. 
Joh

n
son

 h
ad
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y 

M
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/ D
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beerrigiven F
.B

.I. reports of br. K
ing's 

corkkesion to hia advisers, including 
M

r. L
evison, that in preserve the conk 

dente of the political center he w
ould 

h
ave to am

id
 lin

k
in

g th
e civil righ

ti 
m

ovem
ent w

ith the increasingly stri-
dent A

nd radical politics of the anti-w
ar 

activists. 
D

r. K
ing w

as O
verheard by the F.B

.I. 
describing his proptieed P

residential 
canaiacy as an effort "to punish" M

r 
loitteion for his conduct of the V

ietnam
 

w
ar by robbing him

 of black votes. 
B

ut according to H
arry C

. M
cP

her-
son, a top Johnson aide w

ho is now
 a 

W
ashington 40w

yer, the equivocal plan 
for a K

ing-lad opposition w
as never re. 

garded as a threat by M
r. Johnson. 


