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T
he F

B
I and 

M
artin L

uther K
ing, Jr. 

F
R

O
M

 "SO
L

O
" T

O
 M

E
M

P
H

IS 

D
avid J. G

arrow
 

"
K

in
g
, lo

o
k

 in
to

 your heart. Y
ou know

 

you
 are a com

p
lete frau

d
 an

d
 a great 

liab
ility to all of u

s N
egroes.... K

in
g, 

lik
e all frau

d
s, you

r en
d

 is ap
p

roach
-

in
g....T

h
ere is on

ly on
e th

in
g left for 

you
 to d

o...you
 h

ave ju
st th

irty-fou
r 

d
ays in

 w
h

ich
 to d

o it ...you
 b

etter tak
e 

it b
efore you

r filth
y frau

d
u

len
t self is 

b
ared

 to th
e n

ation
."

 

T
h

is u
n

sign
ed

 letter w
as w

ritten
 n

ot 

b
y a b

lack
, b

u
t b

y on
e of th

e h
igh

est 

officials of th
e F

B
I, to M

artin
 L

u
th

er 

K
in

g, Jr., on
 N

ovem
b

er 21, 1964. A
c-

com
p

an
yin

g it w
as a tap

e of "
h

igh
-

ligh
ts"

—
relen

tlessly gath
ered

 record
-

in
gs of K

in
g's telep

h
on

e con
versation

s 

and of his life in hotel room
s across the 

n
ation

. 
B

ehind the letter and the tape lies an 

en
grossin

g an
d

 alarm
in

g story. It be-

gin
s w

ith
 vagu

e F
B

I in
form

ation
 th

at 

p
erh

ap
s K

in
g, b

u
t certain

ly som
e of 

h
is a

sso
cia

tes, w
ere in

flu
en

ced
 b

y 

C
om

m
u

n
ists. T

h
is b

elief on
 th

e p
art of 

the F
B

I led to one of the m
ost sw

eeping 

electron
ic-su

rveillan
ce cam

p
aign

s in
 

A
m

erican
 h

istory. W
h

ile th
e b

u
ggin

g 

an
d

 eavesd
rop

p
in

g tu
rn

ed
 u

p
 n

o evi-

den
ce of com

m
u

n
ism

, it d
id

, how
ever, 

reveal asp
ects of K

in
g's p

erson
al life 

(C
o

n
tin

u
e
d

 o
n

 b
a
c
k
 fla

p
) 
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