Book on King says FBI had spy in SCLC

By Dallas Lee
Journal Staff Writer

In 1965 when the Justice Dn rtment
ordered an end to the wiretaps inside 1 - Seothe
ern Christian Leadership Conferinee olfices “he
FBI had only one reliable pair of eves and ears
tuned to the movement of Marun Lut er King
Jr. — those of an informant

For vears his name ha- heen =« closely
guarded secret. but now the informant has been
publicly identified 1n a book based on the FBI s
own astonishuing files from the 18605

According to "The FBI and Mar'- Luther

King Jr.” an SCLC bookkeeper named James
A. Harrison provided regular information to
FBl agents for six vears for a stipend that
rangad up Lo $10.000 annually.

Harrison works today in the Atlanta area.
Fechit by The Atlanta Jourpal. Harrison po-
lity iy der ined comment on any part of the book
ant refusod to acknowledge that he had ever
workec for the SCLC

The * wk was written by David J Garrow

a poalilice siente at the Uy v of North
Ca a'ita =ni putashed by W an & ¢

The Tiies ndwatod that the informant
usualiy prosdea oy generas information on

King's plans. But Garrow describes Harrison as
“the only Atlanta squrce for information on
King and his organization™ after wiretap sur-
veillance was terminated under orders of Attor-
ney General Nicholas Katzenbach and later
Attorney General Ramsey Clark.

According to the book. Harrison was
among SCLC officials who went with King te
Memphis in April 1968, where King was assassi-
nated by a gunman
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Before successfully approachi:: Harrison
with a proposal to serve the FBI 2. an inform-
ant, the book rep:ris. Atlanta-base” igents sug-
gested to their = -shington superi..s that An-
drew Young be = -oached.

Washington :ixed that sugges: -, the book

states, because there would be = great a
risk” of Y ung  '~g the agent 0 get lest,
and then ' orm : press anc .3lic about

the contact.”
The informant had little ¢ -2t contact
with King, the book said, and nes. was asked

to comment on King's personal life, even though
the book details through other FBI documents
several attempts to smear King or his associ-
ates with sexual innuendo. .

Current SCLC President Joseph Lowery
said most black leaders will have little interest
in kncwing about Harrison's secret role,

For one thing, he said, “the credibility of
the FEI in the blz~k community is subject to
extreme scrutiny b cause we know how devious
they've bean with us.”

“Ne good can be achieved by stirting
around ; “hese skeleton  Lowery szid

“Th important thing is that it didn't work.
The movement was effective,” Lowery said
“I'd rather know what the FBI knew about

James Earl Ray, about his shad ~ing Dr. King
in those last days, . . . about Raoul (the man
Ray has said was involved in a conspiracy to
kill King), . .about the St. Louis connection.”

Lowery =aid '-aders inside the movement
were aware F . surveillance but never at-
tempted to fiz out who the informants were.

“We had nothing to hide,” he said. “It was
a racist, arrogant notion that the communists
were inflvencing the movement. They (FBI offi-
cia's) we' :aying that these Baptist and Meth-
odist min. ers didn't have sense enough to run
a movemeal. They were attributi: z to commu-
nism those efforts lo provide justice that should
be attributed to democracy.”
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