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By WALT PRILBIN

“Investigators have conciuded the ‘
Nov. 29 Rault Center fire that claimed -

the lives of six persons was deliberate- -

ly set, the ‘state fire marshll said here
today.,

While it hag hega determlned the fire
was the worxo( an-arsonist, investiga-
tors have come up with no prime sus-
peets, Fire Marshal Raymond Oliver
aaid in releasing a long-awaited state
report on the fata] fire,

Three reasons for ‘the arson conclu-
sion, Oliver said, gre; .

-Thenpidlmﬁlheblazeon
the 15th fhar of the. skyacuper

—'ﬂe dbeovery ol 8 “petroleum

type"c‘hemtéalluthemnwhmthe
fire started.
; =—The u:ture .:b:r ﬁro ﬂe:rlier that
on 18th of building.
d" Jgvestigation detérmined the first
4 “fiso’ was. set, in two separate
. lreasofadressmgraomforwomen
Mployes.
IOliver said his ofﬂce and the boml-
ctde divistpn of the New Orleans Police
- Department are continting their inves-
ﬂgatmu of the: Rault fire. He said the
iwo agencies have interviewed more
* than 200 persons and have mven poly-
; graph almimhons to 35
(¢ ;W abe fot  going to clse ﬂtu'eport
" #s"long s we Bave people we can
s te,” - Oliver said. “l den't
» uix People are Killed we
m lly ‘we have dowd it

w:d thm kifled were women
W ‘plimged from a window on the
" MM floor to the roof of a nearby
¢eight-story building. Three of them
died jn the piunges and another died
later. Two men caught in Another
area of the building aiso died. °
Toda,y: report was the first official
one by gpe xnulhau office. New

Orleans Fu'e Supt. Louis San Salvador

. previously filed a report in which he
said the investigation “prebably will
prove”™ arson.

Oliver said the presence of the un-
specified peiroleum-like chemical at
the fire scene was confirmed in tests by
Shilstone Testing Laboratories of New
Orleans. .

A member of Oliver's staff said the
chemical was in at least one of two

cans found on the 15th floor of the
building. He said traces of the same
chemical tested were found on the

floor ‘onlty- 17 feet  fros
gators haye determiy
ed .0
-Frank Locascie,

- where-investl-
thcﬁrestm

i“i«l oruu'f_ﬁn

" ‘marshal’s arson divisien, indicated in-

vestigators have run out of leads. “The
police and our offios. are pursuing
some things but nothing really con-’
crete at this time.” he said.

The fire marsha] appealed to the
.public to report to fire officials any
information on the Rault fire.

Oliver also renewed a call for more
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adequate fire prevention equipment in
high-rise buildings.

He said a governor’s advisory com-
mittee on fire prevention met in Shreve-
port earlier this week and is consider-
ing recommending to the legislature a
bill that would require all buildings 50
feet high or higher to have sprinkler
systems.

Oliver said sprinkler systems are not
the comp:ete answer to fire prevention
problems but that they do:

—*“Control a fire in its infancy.

—*“Cool a building ehough to enable
the occupants to come out and the fire-
men to go in.”

Oliver said he believes most high
rise buildings in New Orieans do not
have the ‘‘maximum protection they
are entitled to.” .



