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Jim ‘Garrison's

If the message of Jim Gar--
.rison’s just-released novel of
presidential assagsination -
and ' intelligence community
| intrigue is- “believe the un-
“believable,” the message of '
Jim Garrison in  person -is
“don't: believe anything at
all ”

Unless it comes from Jim-
Garrison, It's a curious posi--
tion the former Neéw Orleans
distriet attorney—famous
for his belief that there was
a plot to kill John F. Ken-
nédy, ‘and “for his unsuc-
cessful “prosecution of Clay
Shaw- as a CIA con-
‘spirator ~In" ‘the assassina-
tion—finds himself in today:
he’s more convineing as a fic-
tion writer than he was at
times as.a lawman.-

And Garrison, then “and
'now, has . wanted . nothlng 3
morethantobeconvlncing Poat Phot
"We Wm,t Spec i " g" - ‘ J];;.{:} owFrlnl;N’Llomrdo

“We werent speculating,”.. J'he incredible is possible.
he says -of- the Shaw case.:
He's said it ‘before and he re-
peated it. ;resterday in an in-
| terview here. “The facts have
“all ‘been borne out. -
“Not a line of - eritage—of 5
Stone’ (his non- ction first .
‘book, the case against- a lone
JI"K :assassin) needs:
ing. It's all comlng out m the
news.” - -
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b)Ie but. the sltuation in this
"country 18 no less incredible.”

‘It was early mornlng The
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‘writer ("I'd Hike  to write
. .more, in_the -daytime instead
~star8pangled00ntract s -practice ' law more selec-
Garrison “was just: as firm.
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- B4:year-old I'aw yer£ uried-

= Abaut his new book, “The- Of staying up all night, and-
tively”) “bent. his 66 frame .
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a one-track mind./I camdig
telligence community, “they away and find things it
gang you out. They work to _ would - fake = blindfolds to
-diseredit you? 77 ~  hide”

- “The Star Spangled Con-
trdct” is full of Garhison
“mqnsters. It ~describes a

himself .as an idealist.

.“future ruled by the invisible
Jpa,c'hine_ry of power-crazed
men” and computer-deduced
international planning.”
Garrison -doesn’t deny his
_obsession. “I'm not a genius.
But I can analyze and I have

for- his own gvod. “Is it
committed to one’s country,”
-he asked, “when that country
may not a.ny longer be what-
you think it is?? He didnt
bave an’ answer o
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|| in concealing the truth. wsa
{ hall of mirrors, Alice ln Won- ‘
derlan :
From his- brietcase, Gar— )
rison pulled a copy of the
Village, Voice containing|
parts of the leaked House In-

But- he also’ describes‘
too much of one, perhaps, ~

realistically rational to be so

I

“Yes, it is possible,” he said
| of the plot—conspiracy, in-.
|"'deed competition, within the
White House, the Penta.gon
-and the intelligence com--
munity . to - “terminate” “a
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President. at ‘1s "not, - he

and movie nghts belng nego-’

‘over a quick'ty-packed ‘suits

case in his hotel room. By af-
ternoon he’d be off on a 20-°

city tour, promoting'his, book
first 7 (“it's :
“traveling,
help"), his. cause second.

_knee—deepln its own spies, up

to its: fmctured spirit in- lies
and double deals. : S )

It sells well 1 these post '

Watergate - ‘post-CIA-probe
years.” - His. .puhblisher,

%‘ McGraw-Hill, reports: the first'
printing of 50,000 ‘coples -
"a.lmost fun through,” paper<

hn,gk rights sold for $250,000

Hated.

sa!d, has a “vested lnterest
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‘but it seems “to-

'l‘hat cause isto get across
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vestigation into- the CIA. “In
the  Shaw ‘trial, we were ||
scared to death’of using the |{.
: phrase “domestic intelligence’
in front of thes jury. They
" would -have thought we were
crazy. -

*“Now we co\ﬂn \ue it. Peo-_
ple know aboutit now

After Clay Shaw” was. ac
quitted .Garrison was
|- eriticized “in the press-—‘“an
obséssed man,” - “he - was
| called. Now a divorced father
1 of five, he is still upset by

what has hﬁppen«l. ) :
4 *“When_.: they- cant kill.
someone; someong nke me,
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“he sald referring to the in-



