PR

R A A L R

‘of New Orleans.

WARD OPENS BID
FOR DA POSITION

) 2L
P{edges Fight Against
Organized Crime

Announcing his candidacy for
district attorney Monday, attor-
ney Charles R, Ward pledged a
vigorous campaign fo prosecute
criminals and fight organized
crime. -

. “It has mnever been more
evident than now that a
change is needed in the Dis-
trict. Attorney’s office—that a
new District Attorney shonid
be elected for the Parish of

CHARLES R. WARD

Orleans—that there is a need
to return to reason and jus-
“tice,” Ward said.

‘“Because I am the best quali-
fied man to be District Attor-
ney I am announcing my- can-
didacy for that office, I have
seven years experience as an
Assistant District Attorney in
what once was one of the finest

‘| offices in the history of the City

“I know what changes are
necessary to restore confidence
in the District ‘Attorney’s office
and to return to the rule of law
and reason.

QUESTIONS PRACTICES

“Although there were unques-

tionably ‘some major achieve-
iments by the present District:
Attorney’s office, . there _are;
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many questionable practices
which have taken place during
the last two years which must
be eleminated.
" “The District Attorney’s office
must: be re-directed along the
course of solid law enforcement
and away from political expedi-
ency for personal gain.

“To accomplish that 1 propose
these changes: .

“I promise that there will

be tough and vigorous prose- '

cution of criminals for the
crime charged and elimination
. of the current practice of cod-

. dling criminals by accepting

easy pleas of guilty of less
serious crimes,

“Now that there are ten
judges in Criminal Court it is
not necessary that the District
Attorney’s office continue to
bargain with criminals. It is
time for a tougher prosecution
program.

““There are too many suspend-
ed sentences. given to criminals
‘who are freed and return to the
same neighborhoods to commit
‘new crimes.

“I believe in rehabilitation,
and there must be rehabilitation

_and training of criminals. To

confine a man and let him sit
idle is shameful neglect of duty.
WANTS HALFWAY HOUSES

“But I believe in rehabilita-

.tion during incarceration, utiliz-

ing minimum security institu-
tions and halfway houses so that
young offenders are not re-
turned to the same environ-
ment. A minimum security in-

stitution is needed in New Or-|.

leans and should be located

near the Criminal Courts Build-| *

ing.

“I do not helieve that bail
bonds are a necessary evil and
I believe they can be entirely
eliminated. .

“Accused persons who are
local residents may bhe re-
" leased on their own recogniz-
. ance bond; but even better,
on local property bonds, if
they deserve release at all.

“In other cases where an
accused has the funds to pay

-for a bond, the Clerk of Court’s

office may be used to receive
the bond premium. The District
Attorney’s office . should not
have to depend upon receipts
from bond forfeitures and they
should not receive these re-
ceipts.

““Pornography  distribution
and sales have increased to an
&larming point, particularly the

-sale of pornography to minors.

The complete absence _of any

-serve all of the people of the

prosecution by Jim Garrison

.and his staff only encourages
. pornography. )
+ “I promise to try pornogra-
* phy cases in Criminal Court and
o make use of injunctions in
- Civil Court to stop the increas-

ng flow of pornographic litera-

i
ture.
GRAND JURY
“The Grand Jury system
has been abused by Jim Garri-
son’s office, particularly in the
use and abuse of the Grand
Jury during the Kennedy assas-
sination investigation.
“‘The practice of the District
Attorney’s office must be
changed so that any witness, in-
cluding any defendant, will have
the right to appear before the
Grand Jury.
“I also believe that a de-
fendant should have the right to
be accompanied by his attorney.
And I will always permit any
reliable, reputable person who
calls for a Grand Jury investi-
gation the privilege of testifying
before the Jury.
“The police officers as-
signed to the District Attorney’s
office should be re-assigned to

City of New Orleans.

-“Today. they serve only as
. the personal servants of Jim
 Garrison — as his chauffeur,
as his bodyguard and as his
valet. These thirteen police of-
ficers with the thirteen cars
presently assigned to protect
and promote Jim Garrison
should bhe placed on patrol to.
protect and serve all of the
-people of New Orleans. ~
“Prior to the Kennedy in-

- vestigation; critnes of vice and|.
narcotics were at an all-time/

low. There was much work to

be done but the record was
good. L

‘“Today, organized crime is
a problem and there must he
constant efforts made to reduce
vice and narcotics.

section of the District Attor-
ney’s staff to combat organized
crime—one that has the very se-

narcotics and which will cooper-
ate with all other State agencies
in the battle.

““This department will not
be used to sweep charges under
the rug or to defend the District
Attorney’s office.-I will expect
this department to act vigorous-
ly, using the Grand Jury as an

;|office will not be run from the
,|steam room of the New Orleans

“] will create a permanent| AthIEth Club, but will be run

'| Building.
rious duty of fighting vice and| -

ganized crime.

STEAM ROOM
“I promise that I will be a
full-time District Attorney. The|:

from the District Attorney’s of-
fice in the Criminal Courts

“1 further promise that I
will never use the District At-
torney’s “ office te further my
own ambitions or to undertake
investigations designed to gain
publicity — but I will conduct
the office in a businesslike man-

investigative body, to attack or-|.

ner designed to serve all of the
people of the City of New Or-
leans.”




