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NEW ORLEANS ® - Dist.
Atty:- Jim Garrison angrily
locked the ,National District
Attorneys Association out of
its convention banquet here

last night when officials of the

organization recoiled aghast -
at a-proposed Speech by the
volatile New Orleans prosecy- -
tor. | :

Garrison, whose Kennedy
assassination probe roused
sharp controversy around the
nation, accused the associa-

‘tion of attempted censorship

of his planned. remarks re-
garding . President Johnson,

the federal government and -

the federal courts.

“I WILL NOT submit to any
censorship or any kind of lim--
itations on my. comments,”
stormed Garrison.

Wnlliam J. Raggio, Reno,
Nev.," district .attorney and
presxdent of the' association,
said Garrison’s actigns ‘‘were
completely. - irrational.”. He -
said . the -association, some-
whai dubious” about meeting

“here because of the controver-

sial “assassination probe, had
been: assured - its mid-winter
session would not be used as a
forum by Garrison. .

The abrupt cancelation

"came- after Garrison , con-

ferred with Ragglo and Wil
liam Cahn, Mineola, N.Y., dis-
trict.- attorney and - assocxat)on
vice presndent :

THEY SET up the confer-
ence: after - Garrison. - state- .
menis at a convention brunch
on Wednesday resulted in the
New. . Orleans  officfal - being
charged 'with civil contempt
in Federal District Court.

The some 600 persons at-
tendihg the convention, unable
to get into the banquet room ,
of the French Quarter’s Mon-
telegne Hotel, trooped out to
various restaurants around

_ 'the c1ty for their food.
© _“Gdrrison said ‘the $3,300

worth of roast’ beef dinner on
the “banquet menu.would be
sent.to three orphanages here.

RAGGIO SAID the meeting
with: ‘Garrison came after,
some members reported Gar-'
rison had told them that his
brunch attack on the federal

JIM GARRISON
P ‘Bolt the doors.’

judiciary would pale com—
pared to what he would say at
the banquet.

“Garrison came in and |
sald ‘What's ‘the trouble?,” |

said Raggio. “I told him there
was lots of concefnr about re-
ports of what he planned to
say tonight. He said, ‘Well, ap-
parently people are interested
enough to come to see me —
some 600 Showed up.’

The Nevada prosecutor
said at a hastily called news
conference he told Garrison
that, in’ view of his remarks
Wednesday, there was some
concern among members that
what he planned to say last
night might lack propriety.

“HE TOLD ME, ‘That's no

roblem. We're going to have .
a nice little banquet. I'm just.

going to say a few words. I'm
going to tell the people about

“the - - - - ~ federa] courts and
the <« - -- President, .they
*ought to hang him.’

“I broke in there and sald,
‘Well, Jim, if that's. what

" you're going to say, I'm going |

to ask you not to speak.’ ”’
“Raggio said Garrison turned
to Charles Ward, an’assistant
who had accompanied him,
and said, ‘Cancel the banguet.

‘Bolt the doors and guard.

them. Don't let anybody in."”

GARRISON then turned to
him; Raggio continued, and
said, “You're not running- this
show, T'am.”

Vice President Hubert Hum-
phréy originally was sched-
uled as the banquet speaker,
Raggio said, but couldn't
make it :

St. Petersburg Times, Sunday, ‘Mdrch 17, 1968

Garrlson, Lawyers
In A Spat-—And He
Bars Their Banquet




