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- Garrison and fhe case of Ihe

‘MARK LANE
-If you read the tabloids, and
generically speaking that lncludes

the New York Times and thenet- -
works, ‘with special emphasis .

upon the first two of the three
(CBS and NBC), there is nomys--
tery at all about the cancelled
banquet, They reported, quite

‘simplistically, that Jim Garrison

*angrily locked the National Dis-
trict Attorneys Association (ND-
AA) out ofits convention banquet®
when the organization *recoiled
aghast at a proposed speech by

‘the. volatile New Orleans prose-

cutor” Garrison’s actions were,
“completely irrational” the Pres-

“ident of the NDAA was widely .

quoted as saying, All quotes, in~

‘ . Dlstl‘lct Attorney Jlm Garrlson and Au 0r M

going to use profane language as
well, The press quated Mr, Rag-
glo as having charged Garrison

with having referred to*the xxxx-

xxx President} or since we op-
pose censorship, '~ “the fucking
President” Surely, argued Mr,
Ragglo, such suggestions and such
language would interfere with
“propriety® atthe conveéntionban-
quet and, one might add perhaps
dlgestlon as well,

According to the press, when
Garrison was told that he could

"not ‘abuse the  President of .the

United States anduse profane lan-

- guage ‘at the dinner, he *angrily”

or *petulantly” (depending upon

* the edition you read), but most -
certainly *irrationally® cancelled °

Lane confer,

Lane is now 2, member ‘of Garrlson’s vvestlgn.tive staft

" cluding" irecolled aghast* (shades

of Perils.of Pauline), by courtesy

of the Assoclated Press and the L
.New York Times.

“According ‘to :the repeatedly-
quoted - William - J, Ragglo, the

‘Reno, Nevada prosecutor (what
there isto prosecute theréishard =

to define since the legislatureap- °
pears to have made everything
legal) who seives as Presidentof :
the'NDAA, Garrison was goingt to’
advocate the hanging of Lyndon B,
Johnson, some. stmilar -punish-
ment for the seven members of
the Warren Comzhission, andwas -

: ﬁhe entire affalr,

Now for the facts.

ance at & convention of the NDAA
was ‘approximately 250. When it
-was decided to hold the conven-

Garrison, as host, made arrange-
.ments, for that number, Within a
short. time 810 delegates made
resemtions, encouraged, many

- of them .explained, by -the hope

that they would be able b0 hear
Garrison. speak about the Investi-

7

gation, Garrison was invited to

; address eSaturdayevenmgban-

.-~ television or in theatres, andre- |

" 'The largest previoué attend- .

tion. in New Orleans this year,

quet—the main event of the week- :
long conventlon-—a.nd he accepted, -
On ‘Wednesday morning when
Garrison introduced the Governor "
of Louisiana to the delegates he |
made reference -to the federal
government’s interference with
local law enforcement effortsand.!
the close relationship between,
largeprivate corporations and the
federal authorities, Whenthe Or-
leans Parish grand jury soughtto

- question Walter ‘Sheridan (the.
" former head of Bobby Kénnedy’s

“Get’ Hoffa Squad™ and now:the
head of NBC's - “Get Garrison’
Squad®*) “§t-founid that:he was Im-;

mune from subpdénd, Observed |

Garrison, . “Sheridan“works for’
NBC, -RCA owns NBC, Most of
RCA’s contracts are with the fed-
eral government" i

Garrison . offered’ another ex-
ample, Life magazlne owns the.
8mm motion picture film of the.
assassination taken by Abraham‘
Zapruder, Those few who have
seen the rather poor copy of the

_ film at the National Archives

agree that it 1s proof that the
fatal: shot came from the right
front of the presidential car, cer-:

 tainly not from the book deposi-‘

tory to the rear, Life has effect- .
ively suppressed the orizlnal for‘
more than four and one halfyears, ;
refusing to allow it to be shown!
to the American people either on
fusing as well topublish the rele- -
vant frames in Life. The fllm,:
which both Garrison and I have {
studied, shows that as the fatal ;

" shot strlkes “President Kennedy in
- the head he is driven suddenlys and |

with great lorce into the back of
the seat, ;

David Cha.ndler, a mfe?re‘port-j

" _er living inNew Orleans, charged

that Garrison permits organized
crime to flourish in New Orleans,’
The Orleans' Parish grand jury,

- at Garrison’s request, conducted

an investigation into that" charge,
Garrison subpoenaed every pos-:
sibly relevant party—from the
Governor to the superintendent of

-the -state police to Carlos Mar-
- cello, The grand jury called A:ron
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cance"ed banquef

Kohn as well, since Kohn had been
Chandler’s source of misinforma-
. tlon, But when Kohn was before
the grand jury and thus behind the
wall of secrecy imposed by the
law (which secrecy we now pub-
.Hely penetrate for the first time)
Kohn admitted that he had*no evi-
dence” at all, He added that he
had *heard rumors? .
‘The 'grand jury then called

Chandler, who went directly into .

the federal court to secureanin-
Jjunction to prevent his appear-
ance, Hisbasicargument was that

Garrison might prosecute him for .
. perjury {f he testifled, *Not if he,

tells’ the truth® was Garrison’s

-1

] . MARK. LANE

‘Tam writing for'the Los Angel-
es Free Press because no one
else has asked me, I have asked
other publications but they have -
declined to publish my comments -
from New Orleans, Not long be-
fore travelling to New Orleans L
offered to write a series of arti~ .
cles for the San Francisco Chron- -

refused to consider them even
though I offered them gratis, I
have written articles regarding
the assassination investigation
for the leading journals and news-
papers. in: England (The Times
Literary Supplement), France
(Paris Match), Denmark (Ekstra-
bladet)- and most of the rest of .
Europe, Only in the United States
is it ‘very. dmlcult to communi-
cate, -

of course, one- cannot take such
rejections personally. It'is, I -
fear, far worse thanthat, When I
completed writing *Rush toJudg<

ment? it was rejected by almost
every leading publisher :in “the
United States,.*It will never sell*
was the: excuse otteh offered, Yet
within weeks of publication itbe-
came the number- one best seller
in the country and when published
in paperback became the mimber .
one best. seller’ in that form as
well, ' Most publishérs{would not-.

am writing for the Free Press.

print {t, yet ‘well o_ver a milllqn
people secured it.

and Schuster or the Chronlcle re-
‘Ject works for reasons other than
their intrinsic worth or commer-

American business community
- has moved away from capitalism,

“Which might notbe reprehensible
except that the move is toward to-
talitarianism, Towarda controll-
ed press, a powerful centralized
government, an obedient com-
munications industry—in. short,

toward, and almost at—fascism.

icle but the editorial staff there -

when I say that I write for it be-
cause no one else asked me? No,
.1 honor it, .And.I.am honored to
write for it,

keep you informed of the events
of New Orleans, I moved to this
- lovely city when I found out that
the only way to know what istak.
“ing place in the Garrison investi-
‘gation is to reside here, attend
.the courtroom  sessions, and
‘spend hours each day ‘with Jim
Garrison and his staff, No further
comment need be made about the

most important investigation in
the history of our country,... ...

reply.

1

The - dlstrlct attorneys were '

startled to learn that the federal
court granted the temporary in-
Junction and thus thwarted the du-
tles of a duly authorized grand
jury. Infact, the federal court then
walted months until the grand jury
went out of existence (grand jur-

_ ors serve for six months in New

Orleans and are then replacedby -
new personnel) and then issued a
permanent order - preventing
Chandler’s appearance, This or-
der could not be appealed. to a
higher court since the matter was
rendered moot by the explratlonf
Continued on Page 38
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of the term of the old grand jury,
Thus the incredibly bad federal

decision was rendered incapable

.of appeal by the court’s exquisite
timing,

Garrison observed that Life
was kind enough to suppress the
basic evidence for the federal
authorities and that the govern-
ment was decent enough to reci-

. procate by asgsisting the subpoe-

naedLife reporter, Garrison add-
ed that he believes that “the law
must be flexible, it must be per-
mitted, in fact, encouraged to
grow” but that it must *retain
some stability as well” Headded
that since he had offered to absent
himself and his staff from the
grand jury room when Chandler
testified, a suggestion that ap-
pears tobe without precedent, and
permit Chandler to answer only
those questions which the mem-
bers of the jury might put tohim,
the federal court was obvlously
and entirely without justiffcation
in invalidating the subpoena,
Many of the delegates spoke
with Garrison after he had com-

r

pleted his brief remarks on Wed-

nesday, ‘Each expressed agree-
ment with him and interest inthe
questions that he had posed,
Thursday afternoon Garrison
called and asked me to meet him-
at aninformal office that he main-
tains away from his office,” He
hopes that the telephone at the in-
formal location is more confiden-
tial than the direct line to Wash-
ington which appears.to operate
from his formal office, The meeét-
ing place was just a short walk
from my French Quarter apart-

" ment and on the way I purchased
4 copy of the New Orleans States-

Item, less to learn what hadhap-
pened, a result that almostnever
follows a careful reading of that
publication, more from habit, The
headline read that Garrison was

being cited for contempt oF the -

federal court, Chandler’s attor-

ney (do you detect the long and.

punitive arm of Life?), was mov-
ing to punish Garrison for civil

contempt, or in the alternativeto -

have the federal government ap- .

. point a prosecutor to punish him
. for. criminal contempt,~ The ~
‘charge—-Garrlson had held the-’

federal courts up to ridicule by
suggesting that the federal gov-
ernmenthad suppressed-evidence,

I met Garrison, we ordered a
drink each and I asked him about
the contempt citation, He had not

heard about it, I showed him the

afternoon newspaper, he glanced
at it and smiled, When I asked
what it was that he found amus-
ing, he read the portion which
charged him with charging the
federal government with sup-
pressing vital evidence. *Why 1

el avamrrana bnaes aboesd
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that by now? He dropped the pa-

per onto a chair and said, *T spoke

for gcoupleofmmutes yesterday.
It they think that those few re-
fnarks constitute ‘contempt I won-
der what their. reaction will be

‘when I speak Saturday night, 'm

going to spell out the role of the
government in concealing the evi-

. dence, [ won just offer a few
conclusions, but many of thehard .

facts®

. Almost immediately plans were
ade by the 'leadership of the
DAA to disassocfate the organ-

onstrate.: alleglance with or sub-
etvience to the federsl ‘authori-

‘rison later' commented that that
would really have embarrassed

- the members since*one’s a numb-

skull and the other’s senile”
Early on Saturday, Raggio told
Charles Ward, a New Orleans

- Assistant District Attorney, that

he wanted to s'ee Garrison.

: The scene shifts to Raggio’s
luzurious suite at the fashionable
Monteleone Hotel, With Raggiois
the association’s vice president
William Cabn, who is scheduled
to be presented with a plaque at’
the banquet that evening for *dis-
tinguished service” Garrison
knocks on the door, Raggio opens
it.

RAGGIO: Hello Jim, Good of
you to come, .

GARRISON: Hello Bill (toRag-
gi0). Hello Bill (to Cahn).

RAGGIO: Well, Jim, we've been

' -good friends as you know.

GARRISON: Yes. What's the
problem?
RAGGIO: Well, you know the

guys didnt want to come a6Wn""

herebecause they were afraid that
you would get us involved in the
assassination, A lot of the boys
were anxious because they thought -
that you might mention that sub-.
ject, T really had a hard time

- talking the boys into cominghere. .

GARRISON: You must have been
eloquent. judging by the attend- -
ance, It is the biggest convention
in your history isn' it?

RAGGIO: Well, yes, But you

- know your talk the other day about

the federal government was, to -
put it bluntly, somewhat ticklish,
GARRISON: The subject of fed-

‘eral interference in ‘the'liveés of

the people iIs an important one,
It has to be discussed, The use
of the federal courts to interfere
with the inveéstigation of the death
of the President is a matter of
some concern, Judging by the
response the other day it is a mat-

ation from Garrison and todem-.

ties, It was suggested that Ram-
““gey. Clark and J, Edgar Hoover
‘be made honorary members. Gar- .

i

. dent of ‘the’ association

ter or rea: interest to the dele-
gates as well,

. RAGGIO: Well; what I want to
- know, what I am worried about,
to put it bluntly is I don’t know lf
you plan to talk.about the assas-
sination investigation and the fed-
“eral government ,,. criticize the”
“ federal government tonlghtat the
banquet, .

GARRISON My God it that is
~all that’s on.your mlndI can an-
swer’ that -for you and put your
“mind at ease, I am not only going -
tg spe . about that ‘subject but I
to speak sbout it at.
will discuss :the role
played by Johnson in suppressing

the evidence about the death of -

the man he succeeded about the
role of the federal pollce agen- -
cies, and I will present evidence
to show how the Warren Commis-.
sion sought to coneeal truth, Why,
what would you think the delegates -
would like to hear me speakabout -
—The Freénch and Spanish Influ-
ence Upon Contemporary New Or-
leans Architecture?

" RAGGIO: Well, Jim, as' Presi-
must
tell you that I am nat gotng to let

=+ you speak about that subject,

. GARRISON: "Then. 1 will not
speak at all, -
RAGGIO F’ine. ’I’hen that is set-

- tled,

“GARRISON: We have dn‘under-

/- Standing, I will not speak, But {f] -
- don%t speak there will ‘be ho ban- -

- quet:

- GARRISON (turning to Ward);
Charue, ‘tell the hotel manige-.

‘ment to lock the banquet room °
‘ docttsr. Cancel the bnnquet. Nobody
eats, | :

(Garrison’s next order was tothe
hotel kitchen, He sent the food
that had been prepared for 610 .
district attorneys-—shrimp re-
moulade, roast beef, etc.-to
three orphanages in the poorest
section of the city.)

RAGGIO- You don‘t have the au-~
thority to do that, .

GARRISON: I just did it,

CAHN: (perhaps wondering
about when he.-was going to re-
celve his distinguished service
award): Can* something be done?

GARRISON: Goodbye, gentle-
men,

Four hdurs later Ragglo ad- L

dressed the delegates to inform :

them that Garrison would not *:

speak that evening and that the -

banquet was off, Almost at once =

the lobby Was filled with district
attorneys checking out and mut-
tering angrily. They had come to
hear Garrison and were deeply
disappointed that he had not been
permitted to speak,

A few district attorneys who
remained inquired of Garrison

about the dance that was to have
followed the banquet, “Oh, that's
on,’ he said, “We're notangry with -
anyone, Thereneedbenorecrim-
inations, The dance goes forward, .
as far as I'm concerned, Cer-
tainly I'll be there” Almostall of
the remaining district attorneys
were there too, Garrison sang a
few contemporary songs, *Youre
My Weakness Now” and.*You're.
the Cream in My Coffee” The
band played until the early hours

- -of the morning, Garrison explain-

ed .to those who expressed sur-.

* prise regarding his ability, or at.
" least willingnegs, to sing that he;

was *really a poet who, between.

" .guerrilla forays, does district

attorney work and sings?
The press ran only the Raggio
version of the events, with the |

“word “irrational® prominently

‘assocjation’s. leadership for try-. ;

featured, The. Oklahoma City
Times also ran the comments of

-Curtis P, Harris, the .District

Attorney of Oklahoma City, who

had much to say upon his return
home. He said that Garrison was °
*absolutely. right® in calling off -
the banquet, He condemned the

ing to “censor or silence Garri-
son® about a subject of such im- :
portance. Harris said that all of |
the delegates had expected Garri-
son'to spesk about his investiga-
tion and. the efforts to thwart it,
and that they were. very interest-

_ed in the subject and anxious to.

hear him, He said that*more than
ninety percent of the delegates at-
tending the convention supported‘
Garrison® and added that “the
DA’s were mad as hell at this
interference with freespeech”
.. A sympathetic bystander read
the Oklahoma City Times and
rushed into Garrison’s office to
suggest that he send it to the As-
sociated Press for wider distri-
bution, Garrisonreplied, “It would
be more effective to take it upon

. the  Mississippi Biv,gx,..@“me,w

“to comment upon .the affair he-

make a paper airplane out of it,

and float it into the river, At least s g

one human being might see it then?
. Later when Garrisonwas asked

said:
“With regard to. any ‘matter of

the assasslnation of President

. ‘Kennedy, t-will not submit to any

ship- or any kind of limi-
‘::asogg orf, my comments. There
are always good excuses toavoid

" facing_ the  truth, to avoid con-
fronting the llleg'lt{mate power
which - now . has control of this
cou'mrwd ‘which ha.sbroughtus
to our present dilemma, inwhich
the executive power of the gov-
ernment hasbecome virtually ab-
solute, is paved with compromis-
es ‘made by public officials, In
the course of my efforts to call
attention to the truth, and to the
role of the federal govemmentln
seeklng to suppress it, I wul not.




" make any - eompromhe of any
- kind®

N few dayu mer Gu'ruon wu K
intervlcwed as he left the federal
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courthouse. He hag! never said

- 'that he ‘wazited tb tell the dele-

.. the '$8.00 _each DA _pdd for the

- dinner?” S P
. : GARRISON; It ond:;'ufig i
éontribution, Why; tould
- have seen the mm»wm

gates that Jolmlon ‘should be hang-
ed, At mott, perhaps, picked up

by the éars® Hehadnotusedpro- - ‘

fanity when meeting with Ragglo,
-He has a working knowledge ofal-

" ‘most all profane words, ‘he said, - -
. “but gince the meeting was sp low -
- key there was no ocmlon to use

when those’. elsborate dinners i
“cdme in’ they ‘would have beéen: "
- very pleued,llmsure. .

.. the ;nadieval alchem s failed..

REPG!TER- Well Ra.uio hls
md he might sue you for #3000.

.wmwlnywdoem? S
- GARRISON: D11 gend him binl
.m the 1 euonthatluvehlm.‘

about thc munlnzot!rgeo

* ‘The_national 'attacks contipued; .
'Gﬂrrison’s comments were not,, RETH
" eirculated, Later he'said to me, .

*The press has succeeded where

’ e’,AP ‘rnying mled to pub< -
-+ +1{sh’any otGu-rison'arosponses, L
did offer.. ahappyenainztolts"'

. »}story. It ooncluded~ .

givenhis puque at -nlmpromptu -
~ceremony in’ his hotel: room’ )



