Dear Richard, 2/10/91

Arter I wrote the enclosed letter to Uliver Stone, without expectation of his
pasing nuch if any attention to it but intending, whether or not he did, to have it as a
matter of record, I thought about it more betfore going to bed. Hy thinking was proupted
by a phone call from Dave Wrone, ny ;;0od friend who is professor of history at the Univ.
of Wisconsin at Stevens point. ihen I told him that the Stone spectacular is L,oin{' to be
based on Garrison's conspiracy theories his uzk reaction vas, "Iy God! Ve have to do some-
thing abous it." He sugmested that a fow hists'dians and I hold a press coufer:ince to de-
nounce it. I thought about that later and believe it would not attnact nuch if any
media attention. But Dave is correct, something should be done. I wonder if a first-person
article in a major magazine could attract enough major-media attention. after he has had )
tize to get and read the letter and then time not to respond to it or to pass it off. Like:

Oliver “tone is an inmportant man in Hollywood. He produces some of the nost sig-
nificant docunentaries, with spectacular success. He could not have earned his fame and
fortime uithom}é‘alth in his own instinctg“?’n‘;lu};yudgement. Yerhaps this is why he did not
respond when I wrote to caution him that in whaz/'\}ﬁe/,ﬂollywood Reporter says is already
beinjreferred. to as the "ohver Stone Project for ‘1 221‘"; and describes as a "big-screener
qbout the assassination Qg John F. Kennedy;" what the‘l Los snegele% 3:Lmes m‘ts is
based on Jin Garrison's conspiracy theories" of that “Hot “Yopic, "1 casts him personally
A= as HackSemnett in a‘toink Panther update of his Keystone Kops.

I was there when and believe me, I know » know as only a ey men close to Garrison
when he wasdlﬁew Orleans District Attorne#who drew the press of the entire orld to The
Crescent Uity with the first news that he alone, the sig~foot-six Dick Darin{, had per-
sonally salver the Crime if the Cnétury, the xxm November 22. 1963 assassination of RXruxk
the popular charismatic President. -~

He had charged as conspirators Clay bhaw, prouinent bueinessman and successful
Playright and a wellyknown and nonetheles ected homonseiual; a siak—in-tlw-hea.d
former Lastern airlines pilot, David I"en'ie, who haa been charged \Jé-th CGarrison's own
police departuent with offenses against wminor boys and in real life mm
wWould be }m-d Wwpt aj‘w‘character in a navel, ‘and Lee Harvey Osx‘id, the only official
candidate for assass

Vthen -L knew nothin;; about his alleged case, having been spending what time I could
in New Orleans trying to learn more about Oswald 8=peet, I had agreed to Jin's request that
at the Shaw trial[ “swald hinsalf having been killed by Jack Ruby and Ferrie having d.:lébd
under circumstances Garrison regarded as slnistez), thad I sit at thé counsel table and be
what he called his “Dealeg, Plaza expert." /(%4 why o here)

Vihen I learned for the fird%t time what his alieged case was tné ni.eh before the

SmpauRe eripanelling of the Shaw-trial jury I r.fused *o appear ang,'- did not, although
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the lew York Times did report that I sat at the counsel table - in the courtroom in which
I never set foot.

As I had told Alvin Oser (later a local judpe) and Bill Wardell \later “nited
States attorney on New Orlea.ns-check this) the afternoon before the case began, they
would lose and th;y deserved to I‘G“e, “t-teek fﬁe jury on%' an hour to agree with me.

Before going to New Orleans, from what L'd learned. from the Warren Uommissionds
records andi’ %%‘ public domain, I had written the Burth of nmy seven book, six on this
assassination, the other on that of Dr. Martin Luther *4ing, Jr. Its publication was
delayed by frgison,who had been asked by the publisher to provide a foreword. wnose
Beven tSall i{r 4 pggme tochhin three months to delibwes.

ua..er, under the Freedon of Information act, which tne Uongress amended n 19‘74
¥ over official grruptn.on in one of my earliest lawsuits bnder that Af; to—nd!e FBI a.nd
similar f'iles available to the public, I obtained about a third af a nillion pageu 7"4’ J f);-v
of yreviously-vwithheld government records, moéj'ly tue FBI'sotd mit M/“'j - »nﬁ,fn. ret’

qdo, from my personal investigations and this enormous volume of the government'
information,and avove all, from my ?tens:.ve persoral experiences -tu say notidng of
adventures and extraordinarjly difficult and successful efforts to save Garrison #'ass

tlirge vy o £otf Fudid, n -/L wr~
frou Ca.n *ison hinself -~ Ga.rrison )ﬁd staged,‘his own March. Cras~

f-nr——the—-meeh;
tnaeed medie of adl’ g Lrle st Con hovortly Lt callactah [nark; ,o:i‘/dv

0f Garrison msxmtmmextigmtory I wrote Oliver Stone,"as an investigator he could
not find pubic hair in an overworked and undercleaned whorehouse —at rush hour."

Garrison is, however, an erudite, aeloguent, charming, witty and iwaginative man,
and at the sume time, as the perceptive late Sylvia l‘Ivagher(" author of the brilliant
"accessories after the Mact" exposing the Warren Comud.ssion ‘sald of nim, he coues from
the pages of Ayn Rand. She was much more perceptive than mo/st of the reat of those of us
known as Ycritics" of the official account of that assass ination, ue l:n particular, be-
cause LW that he had the case he charged a:{a" a{l his excesses #4§*<
his way of fighting fire with fire.Hv &/ cus {/ hstdl Agsy hvipen fotdn,

Oh, % what a mess he made of everything as he dreamed up conspiracy theory after
conspiracy theory, undeterred when a new one vas. ecactl_r the oppositc of mitwxx-tms
carlier theories{ atf ¢f which Ac W"“"‘l) bebitret w0 svem 40 hu_frrBh ek Thton

In retrosepet retrospect, even after more than two decades aud the mellowing of my
own accunulating years, it is hard to believe thut any one man could fabricate jww
imaginary wild geese to chase or that he could actually have gone for and
several disasters fron wlnch I, peronally, saved him,.

The last - which I save Lor L%t - vas when he was guing to coumemorate the fifth
Whtw sHiit ane emnsPitu

s £ + 7 peveral men of whom he knew the name of
anniver sary of tha awm% \

only dtku ne who had éded eeh'u:mried in New Orleans-khe year before John Kennedy was
m—w&mp—wq He also had a ring of prouinent mez}ﬁho had their



own sado-paseochist ring conspiring to kill Jl"Ke-,aad ;he was even so g;z\.:lzl:ed by a fake book
produced“by the Prench; ‘colleagues of the CIA, SDECE, that he persuade&"%fgum unn/ vho used

the name lerve Lamarre and the pen name James Hapburn, to change the title from "L' -
imerique Brule"(american burns) to '"Farewell Axnnrica'.'R[ f: .T ;‘-’ Sﬁng"’n”a‘-‘zﬁ'fﬁf mﬁﬁé

The "OloveyStone Project tor 199L "mi;zﬁnich,:é—_‘;%g%ﬁvood gepor said bee=e
"to show the size Af the prohgect, no less than seven casting agents are vorking between
the two coasts to find the righ? faces for the Warious roles’J',” widl be a genuine %ig\-
screener" of the ridiculoush. if_)as reported) he bases his superduper on Garrison's books,
particularly "Un the Yrail of the Aassassins."” i o fo

It is a vork of fiction palued off as a true account of tsil'zdavvaorld againsy' Jim
Garrison, especially the CIA. .

It is as diahones?? a book as after almost 78 years I can remember.

g&é\-l‘: z;‘bocll read for those who go for all the nutty theories of mostivof the critics
who, although non¢as nuch as Garrison, mislead the still-sorrowing people about .what
happened when the President so many loved and still /ove_ vas g'#m&(l down in broad daylight
J# on the streets of a modern Amex-ildax"l*}f citrﬁ con%ﬁ?ﬁ% the dubious
epitaph of the official my+ gy, : Ee—oen ontrived ang
impossible "solution" a “ A%.me twaﬁ".aé

. In this these critics have done more to obfuscate than officialdom coulgaaadln 4
qtade‘y have given credibility to officialdon's lies to the people about the assassination

of John F. Kennedy. Efff‘ﬂ W

—
@, Richard, hov I wish that “avid had developed his fine @

\ First it must be understood that Garrison was paranoid -paranoid as hell.
lie vps 80 parahoid he feared having a hornia c%mﬁ surgically co ted in any
L&;._E :?ul kY 4? N oy Mo 1leand h yﬁ'ﬁc
ine
1

of the pitalg in Hew Orleans) What I do not lmow of persohal lmowledge but
was told hJa. his at staff;%hat he pe;‘:;:i ed in risking thg dangers of complications until
a small country clinic could be e d of all other patefuts so that he alone would be
there for g that surgery and the contin%d hospitalization uytil it was safe to leave.
ind khat he arranged that he also had a full staff of the police inyes tors agsigned
to his office as investigators to guard the hospital and him g‘hmuq hs'@lw . M

It also must be understood that there was Do need ~absolutely no need at all - for
the federal government %o boobytré:ap him in any way. 41l the harm tbat was done to his
"probe" he, personalg*E did ﬁc; :I‘.‘Z. It wimply was not possivle for any outside force to
undermine his cre ity as Acompletely and as effectively as he did. For example, -Shieisld
having charged Oswald in court as one of the conspiring assassins, he laced the country
and filled the papers and the electronic media with his proclamations of - Oswald's
innocence.



7Aere is no "trail" in Garrison's book. There isn't even a lead as thin as the

most gossaucr of spider threads.

/ chipged clyens of hbm.
Nor are there any assassins. hwf%fﬁfzw /wf;i;vf; ‘,“7/“_ sy
On the assassination itself, there is less substance than to the clothing of the

emperor the fable.

“he book is an utter haneless, unabashed self-justification an: gelf- lori~
Q@ pretandid iy pertecured t'lii ’ ’ @ ok onge M, //Mgvl
fication by 24 gif'ted and sonetines highly principled lawyer who ngv-be—}dmdv{#

yet ascorbic. It is the embocﬁ.}munt of the lawyer's naxim, "penis erectis sciam non
habet. " "

he “Z"c is also a book of childish vengeance and <he Pattiest of dishonesties.L part
s

w
480 that he a central 51 it except where anything else makes no difference and
he Lcenaing central. e oh s dg /
His dislikes are obvious Ge by lack of uention /and by attribution to other
¢ s wwd £ p?ﬁgr v i v a 5
with profuse t 0 eJ T} #d ~ and he knews very well that I did - and what

it would have cost hin if I had not.

This can have a number of origins.
¥or one thing, I never sat at his feet and favned as almost all others did.

For another, at eh the very ou"f'@::t of his “probe! both the Washington st and the
Times of Loﬂion conspicuously attribused the origin oi; his fiasco to my first bools
lmmgm, indee(gfn_it and inazz )alom;d'ﬁn s
DEZiNning pointy (bhﬂ-mmi‘raﬁ'sﬁéharacter "Clay Bertrand), M&dh t{“”” ot .,/”""

r,

Th:: Post said, "the investigation is Garrison's, but The script apparently
started with Harold Wieisberg, former Senate investisator and author of '"Whitewash'..."

The Times said, "One nystery of the rather mgstifying investigation of the Kennedy
asssassinatiod now being conductedby Hr. Jim Garrison, the Attorney General of lew Orleans,
has been cleared up. The source of much of..the information is Mr. Harold Weisberg, the
author of ‘hitewash, Report an the iarren Remj%. ) Ww

In fact this is what the of fheat, jiv:}img, Ne; Orleans lawyer to whome imzxk
Warren Conmis::ion testinony I gave first atiention Qarrison told him while publicly
clainming that he got the idea during a conversation with Loulsiana Senator
f:ong, th.e'sw(tax:phew. %

If Mewely cou&illm rﬁ ﬂ'my de!;lincﬂ i;,tlon of whatahlj(.s f?:e- :8;3‘?}12, g‘?cm Alzr“eu-a' 5/.7
diction tnatifhe would ,\iusrff ouszi At “TeaA L eﬁ%tor)mm TJim g,

Garrison is an egocentric men certain of his own wisdom and intelligence and sin-
cere in his beiief that he really owned the subject of the JFK assassination. ug‘i}x hin, as
W-.‘z;ch virtually all the many who "solved" the case with a variety of souetines imaginative
thwkrxtheories that in their minds became real and wefe in no instance proven, in most
instances untensble and in some known to be impossible to their authors, fact is not refe Vdfvg



In "Me Traib of the Assassins" truth also is irrelevant.
¥or one who knows the fact and knows the truth i$ is hilarious as it appears in
GmSon's rewriting of his own history. . /w {
o "M " he was fond of pronbuncing, "is the fjrst victim." § /# Cenfaws/ y wo e
ﬁobody ever proved i# uore completely and more coupletely dishonestly thah this

truly talent# man who was given th%:zslfc 3 eLliy Vean 4dndrevws, one of his witnesses he

charged with perjury before the gand jury, Gf "The Jolly Gregn GianEew

If the also talented Unverfl(one*?-_i'produces anything other than s side-ste
splitting comedy of the tragedy that Garrison was.it will be his own self-indictment
and he, too, will go down in history as still another of the major media who failed
the nation with stidl more t}%es about that awful crine, contenporaneously called
"the crinme of the centum,Wcr:ime that turned the world around, the crime that
replacedy the Pr'ep:.‘dent who had turned dove and beccome a%agf‘geeldng peace for the troubled
ver with thEWHMident of the Viet Nam disaster.

“esume uith Garrison sttrifas.yw):::xe is to xerox the copy of the book I annotated
and mail it to me. ’

{ou can see where I broke for breakfast after which I stopped.‘ to read the Sunday
paper but I can't get this out of mind. Lt and the potential I can see in it excite me,

It has been so long I now au not familiar with practise. It used to bé‘ lead and sum-
v . At a0 < Ao ary. Ludicr in
mary. I hope the letter to \étone, parts " will indicate that thefe is very uniy]j content
for what could be a very long list of pertinent, tragicomical and documentable stories,

In my excitement I'm¥ reminded of something I dearly hope might be possible. Years
ago Ed Epgtein wrote a Jﬁgthy New Yorker article that then appeared —gf or was e:_cpangz_d
into a book, ‘"Counterplot." If they are interected, and I hope you have a way of asce aing
it can be expanded no end. With pictures, with documentation, including of the :SDECE
part, with even copies of some of their calling-cards. and, of course, FBI documents of
which I attach only a single page. Wh:n Helen is here tomoryow I'1l tell her where to look
frd‘kr"t/nat very rough report I did on that broken of all things — Bast German portable type-
writer of Matt Herron. ¥ho is his own spectacn.'ar story that could be inserted. If it
works, with soueone, preferably of light touch, because soﬂ nmuch of this is so ridiculous
while so trye, I‘Ek_can talkk the rest in that writer's preence into a recorder and we
can also got ehoughf documentation.

Vhatever Stone does or does not do, this is a sure—win/no lose scory/book be-
cause if he does what I regard as extremely unlikely, this is what did it. dnd if he
doesn't, with any attention it wiil do him in. And at the sume time is 10066 factual, a

Serious report on a major incident in history de;f"aing vwith one Pf its greatestitragedies

and is simultaneously very, very funny. /(/‘:l{" /M &17/ W‘ W
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ar. Uliver Stone (please forward, if necessary) 762% Old Receiver Road
c¢/o Camelot Productions Corporation Frederick, Md, 21702
11255 Olyupia Blvd. . 2/8/91

Los angeles, Ca 90064

Dear bir. Stone,

Beginning with the first reportsbof your interest in the Ricky White fabrications
that are so obvious, I've been troubled™ all the rumors about what you plan. Among the
other items in today's mail is a clipping from the Los dngeles Sunday Times of the third.
I presume i$ is accurate in stating that what the Hollywood Reporter describes as your
"f:gg,ject for 1991" is "based on Jim Garrison's conspiracy theories._"

You need not agree with me » of course, and you have every right to play Hack
Sennett in a Keystone Kops Pink Panther, but I believe that the assassination of any
President is, whatever the intent, a de facto coup d'etat. and that on any such subject,
if what remains :of representative society is to have any health and any opportunity to
fu?tion as in theory it must for freedom to be real, the jeople must be truthfully and
accurately informed. .

Perhaps based on a longer and different life than yours and what I've seen, ex-
perienced and been part of iM it, perhaps because I an the first member of my family
gver to be born into freedom, this means more to me than it does to you. You may think
that I exaggerate. But if you do, please think back to that day that turned the entire
world around and compare this country and the world of today with that day%s, including
by comparing our political leadership on all,levels and our economig health and sé}ato.

If as I hope you take time frou what must be a busy day to think about what I say
it should be apparent that I have and can have no selfish purpose. I have no theories to
sedl and fron my knowledge of awd experience in publishing and from your reputation it
is apparent that there is no commercial interest in truth and fact and there is in theories.

I do, of course regret this hecause it was a coup d'etat and because without it all
the awful and evil things that ensued night not have, I have substantial reason to believe
would not have,

I feel so strongly, assuiing as I have no reason not to, tha"r Yyou are a man of good
ingntions, that < do so when for the first time in Years it has become possible for me to
resume my own writing, having been provided with part~time help without which I have no
access to ny own eztensive records because of the staute of ny health and the limitations
it inposes on me. .

In april, I hope, I'll be 78, For the past 15 years I've been of limkted mobility
(despite vhich I was able to c%pel the government to disgorge about a third of a million
pages of previously-withheld records relating to the investigations of the JFK and King
ﬁggggfénﬁ&g) and now, 14 months after open-hcart and triple bypass operations,an under
doctprs' orders not to lig?b more than 1‘5 pounds. As you can see from my typing, I uust me

even keep my legs elevated when i'm sitting. Sideways typing is not easy or pleasant. In



‘event I've gone most of the miles in which, as Frost said, we have Promises to keep
and continuing to try to keep those promises sﬁa.ns sonething to me. Thus I write you,
for myself and in the hope that you, too, recognize that all who can do have promises
with ehﬁbeh they were born to keep.

I knew Jinm Garrison very well. I spent as umuch time in New Orleans during his non-
stop Hardi Gras euphemistically knownthere as his "probe" as I could afford. My interest
was not in Clay Shaw. It was in Oswald. Mistakenly I assumed that he had a case and that
all the untowrd things I could not help noticing were his way of fighting fire with fire.

I amf the one of the aritics he asked to sit at the counsel table Puring the Shaw trial to
be what he called his "Dealey Plaza expert." The New YorkTi.mes, having been informed

of this, actually reported that I was sitting there the day they started empanelling

the jury. I wasn't. My absence began with an incredibly parmnoic stupldity on his part
that I'11 go into if you would like. What he had done in Superior Court in Vashington,
when with his staff counsel, /‘/ouma Bertel, I was sitting at the counsel table, led me

to phone lew Orleans, tell them all to go to hell, and then to cancel my reservation.
Several #of his staff, of whom I remember 4ndrew "Moo" Sciambra, bhoned me to assure me
that Jim had been away and had not done what was so terriblel sick, and that all was as I
had been assured it was.

I Yelieved them, went there, spent the uunday afternoon before the beginning of the
last act of the fiasco with A1 Oser and the other lawyer who handled most of the inscoutt
work, and when they broke it off at about 5 psn, I told them they would lose and deserved
to lose. It was then that for the first time I lecarbed what the alleged case was.

One of the reports I got is that you hi s Bud Fensterwald and his Dallas branch of
a nuttery to be your experts. Buﬂ is one of the nicest guys I know. I consider him a friend,
but I do not recall a single irrational theory, a single obvious impossibility, he did not
fall in love with. Bud was there then. When he was told, as I'd said, that if they proceed-
ed with the case as I'd heard it outlined I'd be on the noon plane for home that-ﬁlursdw.
Bud said to me, laughing, he knew I'd not be. I was. (Bud may also remember one of the
innumerable insanities you can't begin to understand from his On the Trail of the Assassins,
but whether or not he'll want to I can't say.)

I presune that is one of a number of incidents over which Jim does not love me.
There are so many! And with those you regard as "experts" you Jé.ggl?/ycan 't have a g].'i.mmer.
I have no reason now to believe that those of his then staff who are privy will want to
be truthful with you if you should ask, but I can and if you ask will document what I say.

I have jn mind a couple of Jim'g rewritings of his own history. You should remember
them from what should be title "On the Cloud."

Remember Yin's disappointment over what he said was Bill Boxley's wa}e bf his limi~
ted funds by flying out to alberquerque to be with him? Fim wrote that he sent him packdng



back to New Orleans because his limited resources ought not be wasted. Before telling

you what was really involved, because it began with me, I say without any hesitation that
Jin's was in all particulars a very big liar _#e did HOT send Boxley back to New Orleans,
ind i jnow because what realJ\s’ happened when they left Alberquerque was so laughed about in
Jim's office. Jim took Boxley to Los Angeles with him and,rather than economizing on funds,
they had a suite in the Century Plaze, if I recall the name of a then new and fancy hotel.
When a package was delivered to Yinm's door, Boxley grabbed it and rush into the bathroom ’
where he fillegi the tub with water and immersed the package, When he thoughtthe bomb was
deactivated he opened it. It held books, ryined! :

What Boxley was really there for began about three ofclock that morning, when the

phone i.ry(my notel room in New Orleans rang. It was Harv liorgan, who then had a top-rated
talk show on KCBS. Harv, a Tormerrreporter, was a friend. I knew he'd not have traced me
and phoned at tﬁa‘t hour unless it was afiout souething serious. So before I took the call
g got my tape recorder and taped the call. I probably have the tape somewhere. He told me
about a San%‘xancis'gg Fgfot to kill Jin, partially confirmed. is soon as we finished speaking
I phonéyﬂ'o'uis Ivon, ,t’:hen Jin's chief investigator. I hated to have to do that befause in
addition to having to work overtime on all varieties of childish foolishness he had oxams,
He was also in college getting a degree in criminolog.ﬂ}/}*{'on picked me up in about a half
hour, having first phoned others on the staff. I reuemnber . was in the of:'ice by the
time we got there and I am certain others also were, Thﬁ listened to the tape in private,
took it seriously, and of the things I'd earlier sugg:eéted but would not do without an 0K,
they agreed I slMuld phone the FBL. If you want, I'll send you the FBI's records on it.
Thq_ truth is eo much better than Garrison;s fabrication, aside from a congeni tal
economy with truth, which characterizes all of his "probe" abd this book, I csn't undersiand
why he bullshitted. But he has his own mind andd his own tastes. The one not unreasonable

explanatiion I can think of is that if he told the truth he could not avoid me, as he did
throughout the book. '

(Last I heard of Harv, he was disenchanted about the subject, perhaps about more,
and was teaching at San Ymancisco State. He may have some recollection of this and what
may trigger it is "Pyrple Mushroom," the name of the Jjoint where I think there was the
first knowledge of the alleged plot.)

Then there is the part of the book where Jim talks about firing Boxley because Box-
ley was a CI4 s out to ruin him. In fact he didn't fire Boxley. Boxley quit rather than
return to New Orleans to confront me. This is how it happened and what it really was.

In October, 1968, when Bud heard I was going to the west coast for a couple of
specches, he asked me to stop off in New Orleans on my way back and give him my impression
of what Jim was doing. For this he gave me a $100 travellers check! Anyway, I did. Bven
though I was anxious to got home because four of my front teeth were loosened.



Barlier I'd boen warning Gar:ison and his staff that a manugcript that had been
g:.vem to them was a fake. But Jim loved it and believed it, So rauch that he suggested
to the rupreaentatp of the French SDECE, which actually produced that fake, to change the
titde from "L'Amerique Brule" to "Farewell imerica." Vhen I got to New Orleans, and it was
the day fate inflicted Fixon on us, Ivon gave me an 0K to &lve some of it to a man I knew
becuuse his bois vas allegedly in the assassination conspiracy. So I phoned H.L.Hunt's
office and spoke to Paul Rothermel and told him about it. He told me that there would be
a ticket for me at the Yekta counter at Hoissant airport and to go, at uove field, to
the statue of the Texas rﬁnger, \there I'd be picked up and taken to the hotel room that
was already reserved in my name, I accepted only the ticket becauée I mxx went with the
“ritish reporter, é’ohn Pilger, to help with ¢n anniversary piece he was in this country
to write, and with my friend Matt Herron, who was his photographer,

Just befére I was to return home Jd;m}f;.oned me from New Orleans and insisted that
I had to teturn there because he had made an anzing and very significant discovery he waxt
wanted to go into with me. So I did, and as Matt Herron nay remeuber, because he met my
plane and I stayed with him, ny luggage was intercepted. latt took me to a Palais Royal

so I could get a few clean items of clothing. Last I heard latt also was in Ca.lifornia.

at salﬁalito.ﬂoy was it a big discovery (an?was Charles Hall Stuele, then a Harine, who

had distributed literature with Oswald at the old Wrade Mart building. v“hy Jim had
Steele there I do not know because all he asked was the same questions the Warren Commission
asked. (I later questioned Steele, in that office, and leurned from him that what I had
learned from Jesse Core was true, that Oswald had another helper in addition to Steele.))
‘ Jinm had this big sensation as an outgrowth af oy 4sking Sciambra to ask the parents
of the former WUSU photographer, Johann Rush, to scarch what he'd left.with them at Shreve-
port when he moved to the Bay arca to see if he had made prints of the stills of his
motion pictures duplicating those he'd given the Secret Service. T}g told lloo how to
reach Iush and Yoo phoned that o hvr demon investigator, Bill Turner, and Turner went to
&Eazls He got no stills, he spnt all his time telling Rush all about his FBI career,
and he left with a print of the WDSU footage it had refused to let {imjl; have. When
they started showing it and it was so poor a print I sugyested that they look instead at
mine because WDSU had let me have their file copy duplicated, with thex reservation that
I not give it to vYin. But they had a print so I felt it was OK to use nine,

Garr:.son provided a narration, pojnting to a man he said was Shaw and vho wasn't
and then to a door past vhich the man walked. That door was, {im, e‘cclaimed, Shaw's sdcret
entrance/ Jhis was the big thing he'd had mf return to New Orleans for! If he had any ex-

Planation of Shaw's need for a secret entrunce, on the main steeet yet, I do not re-
neunber it. What I do remember is that as usual » once he dreamed something up, he didnlt
bother to have it checked. Once he had any dream it became reality. Qﬂ-y-@hat door cﬁﬁ"ﬁ“



from the in-.aid; lmi.; Some secret entruncel)

Just before leaving for the airport I learned from Ivon and Sciambra that Jin and
Boxley had concocted the most outlandish of thég innumerable theories and that they had
not been able to talk him out of it. They asked me to try. I asked Ivon for two sets of
what are incorrect]ﬁlmown as "the {tramp nictures" ahd two envelopes for them. I mailed
each to someone I trusted in Dallas and got igentical reports from two independent in-
vestlg,at:.ons. Jim was about to charge one a:t‘ more of those men in one of his countless
conspiracies, ¢n the day of the anniversa:q,r then petting close. They were not+£agug«£‘, SIthBY
vere winos, they were not at the scene of *the crime bu: vere an a parked boxcar three blocks
away, one to the west and two to the south.Etc,

Jim was big on a fink, Nancy Perrin Rich. His couing commenoration of the agsassina-
tion fe.ature/th:.s Yerrin as the assassin on the frassy knoll. and Boxley had built u casem
of a secret com.r:ynications center in an apertment house owned by a man really named’tthrusch-
Tp— (Perrin had kilted himyel? 1n Y Ple aw./,)

%n S0, I flew home, saw my dentist, saved my teethy and retumed to New Orleans.

As I thought about the real problem, how to convince Jim of any[thing ox}el he had dreamed
one of his dreams, I decided that BAKRRAKL if it takes a crook to catch a crook, it could
take a nut to reach a nut.I therefore phoned Vince Salandria, who lives in hailadelphia
add was as devoted to “Jim adf Jim was to him. I told him Jim was about to get into real
trouble over Boxley,f dnd would be please go there with me, so he could perauade Jim

after I the truth up. He did and we both stayed with latt Hered, Wince is a cfaspdracy
FQN" “ M so it was easy to make him suspicious of Zoxley. The gri h reality is that
“oxley also ugs devoted to Jim and he simply wer?L out and nade ugpxthe"gﬁof “of Jin's dreams.

Ivon and his dnvestigators went out and got me the things I asked for, like the
morgue book, which is not loose—{ﬁif and is han&written; they made a reél investigation .
of that conmunicatfions apartuent, found that instead of communications equipment that had
been abandonned there, it hag been enpty beer cans. I can't remember all but whatever I

asked they did. I have what I hope is a compJete set of carbons of the report I gave
Sciambra. Hatt's tygewriter was in bad shape and I had not taken my own supplies with
me. I may not have all the Gparbons if I ran out of peper, etc., but I have more than
cnough to satisfy you.

Al] the time Salandria and Garrison were chatting at the Yew Orleans Athletic “lub
and other places, having assassination-fancy socials of one kind or akother, and I'm sure
they both exg.oyed it.

It was on a Saturday that L gafe lico my report. I know he read it immediately and
I think Lvon and perhaps others did. Hoo was tickled. He said he and Vince and others were
to meet with Jim for breakfast the next day, and would 1 like to vait in the office and do

2D ~uPb
my own work while they did? /Idrove the old:Chawy II that had been taken from some gangsters



and “von always loaned me (because nobody else would éive iy) to the oftice, “oo let mek in
and%alandria went Nith himy to the NOAC.

Several hours later,”f oo phoned me, obviously excited.

"Hal! You did it" We are coming to got you and take you to the best Italian dinner
you'll ever have! "

He and Salandria picked me up and as we were dri%.ng to Hoo's home, where his
wife's cooking was all he said &t was, at one point he turned to me and exclaimed again, P
"Hal, you just savedj-im Garrison fr%eing disbarred by thé?SUl’reme Court of the UNIt.e#
States of &MER AML.ERical" His enmphasis. The Shaw case was there.

This is an understatod version of one of the most difficult things I've ever tried,
saving I:.m Garrison from Jim Garrisone.

i have no reason to believe his staff was not as comtpetent as the averaq:'é DA's
staff but they could not do the simplest things. I am sure this is because they had a
pretty good idea oi the utter irrationality and absurdity of what they were involved in and
could see no way out.

Whatever the reason, they could not even use the phone book to get Washington ad-
tesses for serv;ng subpoenaes) I hud o do Just that, fet the addresses from the phone book
and provide them.

I an t:.lking about incre;&ale, abso[ utely abnormsl incompetexice by men who were not,
at least nost of the time, in any way incompetent.

To put it bluntly, as an investigator Jim “arrison could not find pubic hair in an
overworked and undercleaned whorehouse -at rush hour! The illust ations are cndless.

Wiith his contempt for truth and reality there is gross carelessness and ignorance-
of his own city, his own characters. e gives a first-person account of going up the
xkxikx sae-d- stairs to Guy Banister's office-which was on the ijrst floor. I think he
also has the stairs vhere there were no_stairs. This is not unusual when you are just crib-
bing, as he often did. _

8econd-hand, throughwfed Gandolfo, Jin nade a big thing of getting a copy of On %he
TFrail to me. I must have had a dozen calls from Gandolfo. q-im wanted me to have one of the
first copies. FJ:_e-d was getting @ 20 and a:im ingisted I get one if the first, Hi.s wife had
forgotten to place it in the mail. Many such. &nd no hbook came. I ilz.n:t care that much
about it, having lived throug what I had, but then ‘rof. David Wr y co~author of the
only professional bibliography in the field, sent me a copy and asked me to a.nnotateg; By
my guest! 4sk him to make a copy and send it to you. 4nd then if you have any questiohs
by all means 5&5 avay. But if you do not do somethinmg like this before you do anything
on your bil project, I am sure you'll be sorry even if you make a.fortune.

And among seriousan/inded people who do care about their history and their country
and likely in colleges and universities, you'dd be a laughingstock. '



However impressive he is in pemeon, and he can be very, very impressive, }io matter
how attractive his book is, X you can't handle hit hones*ly except in the way I do not
think you would consider and I certainly am not suggesting, with you as Mack Sem‘lett.

Un the Tuesday after Jim agreed to drop his incitation to his own disbarment he
had a nuuber of us to lunch at the MOAC. He asked me what I suggested about Boxley. I
suggested that he invite Boxltey to return and sit down and talk with us. Boxley refused
and that was it.

Doyl e "~

J¥ Bad’a collaborator, Joel Palmer, uhi?, had just rented a house in NewOfleans and
was suppossdly to write a booj( He fled as soon as he learned oiﬁzw report on the nonsense
that he also was intorested in, I donlt know how or why. I mean fled!Hs was there one day
and entirely gone thr nexts.

The book abpoundsin things like theee. That is vwhy I suggest that you ask Wrone +o
xerox it for you. (OMe for me, oo, please ask him. and I'3lL confd’rm that it is with my
OK with a copy of this to him. / f"ﬁ hsts *g Uni Vs WISCon 5, 4, ft‘fiﬁg}ffiﬁ%glm’ “

Garrison is even a.r#um’bashed literary thtef. I close, at least * inteMd to close,
with a story that may umuse you.

He had asked me %o visit hiu: in his den when he was preparing a speech he was_to
deliver in LA to a press-association convention. Jim really believed there had beenbaq; whel”

“gado—mas::ochist ring in his conspiracy and he had some of the strangest and lé;st dependale
people world.nﬂon that until I:f broke iteup. He also be‘-ieved thal gohnson was homosexual.
T;hus he was much taken with a line F think I recall accurately from page 9 of Photog:*aplﬂ.c
Whitewash{ Understand, F don't mind his taking it. I think it is funny.

' Only after he got to one word in it he broke ups, He also could not remember my words,
vhich surprised me, and he string it out aﬁ ld.lle:ln /{;:sr: eoi‘.A;vha{ he was intending to say.

4fter he'd made a few fé:bles and was a little b abashed -~ he is the most g-f'-‘rf’i‘:—/far:e of men-
I asked him if he had the book, he suid he'd no* be withou= it,{xZ’anded it €o me, and speaking,
remember of suspicions that Johnson was involved *in the assassination, I'd written, / "“1“‘#

"No matter how pure his motike » no matter how humble his gathering of fagots (if it
is humble he is) they stoke a witch's cauldron and he is thought lacbeth."

vithout a tvace of blush or embarrassment, Jim said merely, "I thought I read it
somewhere.” But he still fluffed that line at that convention dinner!

Pjease accept my apologa‘es for my typing and correcting. My vision alsPis impaired
and I confablaate so £ may not catch all the typosfl. I won't be able to get this in the
mail now that =here is none leavidg Frederick Saturdays until %nd? but I do hope it
reaches you and that you do give this some thought. und that whatever you decide, it turns

out to be the Best,. ) Sincerely, 1d Weisberg

LAY it /«7



After writing this several things ceme to mind. One is that all of the opposition
he imagined did nothing at all to impede him and had it tried itcould not have begun to
do him the harm he did to himself. }_Ig h_aii nothing, he was onto nothing, and there was no
nevd for the federal spookerics to try to do anything; to him. Secretly, they did keep up
with what he was saying. They did not and did not have to call in the witnesses to whom
he spoke because they were witnessecs to ngthing at all.

" Boxley, for example, was not a CIA plunt. He was Garrison's creature, doing what
he understood Garrison wanted hinm to do.

Essentially, you will be making a h% of a man who with a great opportunity was,
save for the effectiveness of his mouth, a dismal failure. You will be misleading the
country all over again and you will be makin;; those inside the government who also failed
look better, especially inside the government, because it will be easy, as I've seen in

many VI records, to pick and chose effective criticisms and then distrhute them. See,
they say, we were right, we did our jobs, and this criticism is baselsss and false, as it
a,m( ﬂus, u#dt’a‘l /})’wﬁf

'l‘hel;%.s a vast diffe¢ rence betwemklhether or not there was a conspiracy, as without
question there was, and who conspired. I think I'Ve kept up with most if not ali the pub=
lished whodunit theories. Some have been made attractive but not a single one is supported
by anything that can be called evidence and all are unproven. Can't be proven. Some of
their authors, like Garrison, convince themselves and then, sincere believers, convince
othersp The one that got most at4ention is and was known to its author 3o be completely
impossible. He is still profiting from it, still propagandizing it, and little could do w»
more to bury truth deeper.

One of the reports that reached me, from the late “reg Stone and from others to whom
he spoke, is that you sought to buy the rights to the late Sylvia Heagher's book. We all
wondered why t'or the same reason, what nced is there %e byt the rights to what essentially
is ptiblic domain. I think we all wondered whether this was only so you could trade on her
name, There is another incongruity: she was the only leading critic to condemn Garrison
as publicly and as often as she could. She even gave a detense contribution to a man he
had charged.All those @riticisms, if you intended using criticisms of Garrison, are
public dorahn. I am not suggesting that this is the pressure that led Greg Stone to kill
himgelf but as you probably know, he did. ~

‘his is a subject that is not going to die. It also is a subject that forever will
be studied by people who care and by historians. &}l J us vho in any way have had anything
to do with ht. Soue named now glorifieds will as they should be, thoroughly condemned. We
are none of us lerlins, who can remember the future. but I think the future will condemn
the major media, which failed at that time of great crisds and ever since then, and it
will also condemn those who did the €irty work 05‘ neking errant government loo‘l;e perseg_ujed
and clean when the truth is the exact opposite. Baseless and unjustified critici

errany and gullty offici Jom.
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If he had not had grandiose illusions and ambitions, if he could have come close
enough to earth to do what the Warren Commissipn did not do with its New Orleans witnesses,
he could have put seversl in Jail for ngw because they did swear falsely to vwhat was
material. All he had o do was call them before his oiﬁ grand jury, repeat the questions
and answers, and then show the available truth, a fair amount of wldich I had developed.
Oswald had quite a history there he never touched on.f-‘Iight have broken case open thig way,

In the Albuquerque s<ory I forgot what gy amuse you. He asked me to go to the
airport with him. He was driven by his security, two detectives, 4ynn Loisel and Steve
Hardelon. The CGarrisonian concept of security was for the two protectors drop us off
while both of them varked the car. Vhen Jim and I got to the ticket desk, the 8ix-foot-gix~-
inch most prominent man in the city, alvays on TV ans page one, said to the clerk. "You
have a ticket for me. liy name is Robert vevy."(I think it became Anderson in Albuguweque.)

Wheu the four of us walked to the gate, the two dicks told us to wait vhile they
wvent into the plane., I assumed to see if everything looked OK, they were all so afraid
he'd be hurt. (Which was the very last thing the spookeries wanted, what he was doing
was that nmuch in their interests) "OK, boss," they said as they came out. And as soon as
Jim was in the plane and out of sight they had a good laugh,"We fixed the boss up good,"
“oisel told me. "We told the hostess who he is and he'1l get two steaks."

I attach the tirst page of pne &f the FBI's reports on this. After I spoke to the FBI
it was possible to reach Harv liorgan. % had no objection to his name being used and it
was then turned over to lioisel to hazidle and I went about my own work and interests.

I like these two iand Ivon and regretted the loads they had to carry and the paranoia.

“n their difficulties and Jin's paranoia, he'd neelda hermia fixed for some time

but with all the fine hospitals in New Orleans, he was actually afr\:’:ﬁd he'd be killed in
any one of them. Sp, he searched around or had someone do that until a country clinic was -
ldcated that could be emptied before he was admitted. He was the only patient when his
hedrnia was fixed and he had these poor men guard hinm there around the clock, I think then
a week or nore, '

Iff you should want to discuss any of this with me please do it so I can be in bed
by six p.m. your time, as I should be. If you'd like, feel free to tape. 301/473-8186.




