FEBRUARY 28, 13967

TO= JIM GARRISON, DISTRICT ATTORNEY
FROM: ANDREW SCIAMBRA AMD LOUIS IVON
RE: INTERVIEW WITH DAVID FERRIE

On Saturday, February 18, 1967 at approximately 2:30
P.M., Louis Ivon and I interviewed David FERRIE in his apartment

on Louisiana Avenue Parkway.

As we approached.the house, FERRIE came out on ;he
porch and looked at us and began to walk down the steps to open
the front door for us. As he opened the door for us, he told
Ivon that he was glad that we finally decided to come and talk
with him as he had been trying to get in touch with Garrison or
Ivon for several days. He told me hello and asked me what I was
doing with Ivon and I explained to him that I was an Assistant
D. A. now and thought that I would come along with Ivon since we

knew each other from the airport.

He told us to go on upstairs and that he would follow
us, but that it would take him some time to climb up the stairs
as he'was sick, and weak and that he hadi,not been able to keep
anything on his stomach for a couple of days. He moaned and
gro;ned with each step he took up the stairs from éhe bottom to

the- top. This behavior by FERRIE impressed me as phoney act and

I am sure that he was not as sick as he pretended to ba.

Once inside the spartment, Ivon and I sat down and
FERRIE laid down on the sofa in the front room. He was wearing

pantz and a T-shirt and ha

{u

two pillows urdsyr him,




1 !
exceptions.
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There was a young man in the.;parﬁm;nt in his early
twenties who was a ffiend of FER&&E’s.from ége iakeffont Airport.
His name is BURT JOHNSON and I remenmber him frpm when I was
working out there. FERRIE had given hiﬁ flying instructions and

he told me that he had already acguired his license.

My first conversation with FERRIE centered arouné,
airport talk and about pszople we both knew from the airport. He
said that he had often wondered what had happened to me and that
he though I had gone into private practice. He said that he

knew a lot of ‘ex-D.A.'s and they were all dumb, with a few

He then said that the reason that he had called us was
that he was getting concerned over our investigation. He had
heard all kinds of rumors thgt he was going toiget arrested and
that he wanted to find out if these riumors were trne. He said
that as a result of these rumors, he had been askad to leave the
airport and now he was concerned over how he was going to make a
1}ving, that flying was his only enjoyment in life. FERRIE said
he was suffering from encyphilitis and that he could not get any
rest because of the radio, TV and press boys hounding him to
death. FERRIE said his phone rings from morning 'til night and
that he had talked to Sam DiPino from Channel 12 until the early
hours of the morning. FERRIE said Saﬁ was trying to con him,
but that he was too smart to fall for his line, and that all of
those people were "bastards". Just then the phone rang and it was
a reporter from the Times-Picayune, and he said that he would
positively not grant interviews and that he was tired of all thosé
bastards ecalling him up; The reporter must have told him scme-

thing, because he said that hs was not calling him a bastard




persenally, but was referring to the news media in general. He

then hung up the teiaphone.

FERRIE picked up the Picayune paper and said he wanced
to show us portions of the story that really disturbed him. He
said the newspapers can kill anybody when they want'to, and-that
1 waslnever more evident than in.thencases of CARLOS MARCELLO
and JIMMY HOFFA. FERRIE said the newspapers -tried to frame both
of these guys. He thenltalked about'the MARCELLO txial.that he

was working on in 1963; and how the ﬁewspapers tried to cruéify

MARCELLO. He' said MARCELLO made asses out of all of them when

he was acquitted. FERRIE said he wanted to know why we broﬁght_
MIGUﬁL TORRES back from Angola. ’Be said that he knew what peoﬁle
would do to get out of prison and he thought Garrisénrwas trying
to frame-up by using MIGUEL TORRES. FERRIE said that if this
would happen, he would sue us and everybody. FERRIE said he had
been contacted By some big attorneys in Washington, D. €., and

they wanted to help him.

FERRIE aléo gaid he did not like the way Garrison was
answaring questions put to him by newsmen and that Gérrison
should make a definite statement and not say "No comment"; He
said the "No comment" stirs more shit than an hqur's'speéchf
FERRIE said Garrison knew this and thét he was obviously using
this for publicity. I assured him that Garrison was not trying
to frame anybody and that he was avoiding the press’ and he could
not say much less to the press than "No comment". Then FERRIE
said he wanted to talk to Garrison perscnally, We told him wa

would try and arrange a meeting in the near Ffuture.

FERRIE then began to curse JACK MARTIN and said MARTIN
started all of this stuff, FPERRIE £21d MARTIN was jealous of him

because of his .relaticnship with

Crving to ruin him (FERZRIE).

e




him. FERRIE szid he wants

and should be locked up.

FERRIE then said Garrison had bestter be careful because
he knew that some people wefe trying to torpedo him; that he
knéw of 3 people on a local level and a couple of people on a
national level who are trying to ruin him politically and are
trying-to embarass him politically with this assassination
investigation. FERRIE said he did not want to mention the names
of the local people, but Garrison should be smart encugh to know
who they were. He then began to talk about FRANK KLEIN and he
inferred that”this man was one of the local persons trying to
destroy Garrison. Howesver, when Ivon‘asked him if KLEIN was one
of the people he was referring té, FERRIE said'that in time we
would find out. FERRIE did say that Hoover was one of the people

on a national level who was trying to destroy Garrison because

Garrison has dared to criticize the Bureau and has the whole

country wondering if they are as smart as the Keystone Kops.
However, FERRIE said he was glad about this because as far as
he's concerned, all cops are bastards and that he has no use for
any of them. FER#IE also said he had heard that scme people in
Washington were talking zbout the investigaéion and that two days
before the story broke in the newspaper, some people were saying
that Garriéon would c¢all a press conference Friday and give the
story to the press. FERRIE said he didn't want to give out any

names as he didn't want J. Edgar on his ass too.

He then asked to speak to Garrison again because he
wanted to see if he wers serious about this whole thing, T told
him that Garrison was more than serious and that we were checking
out all of our leads and information. I then told FERRIE he
could tell me what he wanted to =ay and I would tell Garrisen for
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Garrison-himgslf and look




him in the face.

I then asked FERRIE £o Eell me whefe he ﬁas on
Novenber 22, 1963 and how he had become so involved in this.'
FERRIE said it was all on account of a trip he made_to Houston,
Texas on theléftarnoon of the 22nd to iée sﬁate. He said that
all he wanted to do was relax after the.MARCELLO trial and he
just had the urge to go ice skating.r FERRIE s%id, that:as iﬁ
turned oﬁt, it was the worst trip tggt.he had ever made in his
life. I asked FERRIE ﬁhat he di@ iﬁ Houston. FERRIE said,
"Ice skate,'ﬁﬁat else." I said, "I don't know Dave. You tell
me." FERRIE said that I was a newcomer around the game and that

my office knew more about the trip than he did. FERRIE said,

‘"ask your boss. He had me arrested when I got back into town.

I was booked as a fugitive from Texas and I have never been to
Texas." I asked him to tell me about the arrest as I didn't
believe we woul& arrest a man who was pérfectly innocent. FERRIE
told me I had a lot to learn about life and that I was a starry-
eyed kid right out of law school and I was still believing the
inscriptions on the courthouse walls. FERRIE said that after a
while, when you get a little smarter, you'll see that this is a
stinking world and that what I told you at the airport is true.
I told FERRIE that what he said may be true, hu£ that still
dogsn't tell me about the arrest. FERRIE said,."All right, I;ll
go through the spiel again for your benefit." FERRIE said that
after he had taken his trip to Texas, he and BEAUBOUEF and COFFEY
stopped- in Alexandria and hs called G, WRAY GILL. GILL told him
the police were lecking for him and that they wanted to ask kim
some questions zbout the assassination. BHe said that then ihe

drove back to New Orleans and dropped BEAUBOUEF off at his
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COFFEY then went to the grocery store. He said that when he and

"figured it was the police and so he went back to the store and

I asked him "Where in Hammond?" ' FERRIE said, "By a friend." I

say one thing for yomy you sure try hard." He then told me not
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stairs and call some girls for them. He said thai: he and
COFFEY were returning to the apartment he noticed a bunch of

cars around his apartment and a lot of people. ¥FERRIE said he

telephoned. FBRRIE said some dumb ox answered the phone arnd
tried to suck him into a conversation, but he just hung up. He

said he then dropped COFFEY off and went to Hammond, Louisiana.

asked him what frié;atgﬁd"he burst ou£ laughing and said, "I'll
to try and investigat@®him because he could show me and my whole
office how to investigate. I didn't press the issue any further,
but later on he told me that he did not stay in a motel, but with
a friend who would remain aionymous. “"Besides!| he said, "I've
got friends all over the warld." I said that éhat was very
interesting, but that I wanted his épinion on one other small
ﬁatter. ‘He asked, "What?" I said, "Dave, who shot the President:
He said, "Well, that's an interesting question and I've got my
own thoughts about it." FERRIE then sent his friend into another
room to get an anatomy bock and a pathology beok and he pulled
out a sheet of paper and began to sketch on it. FERRIE drew a
sketch of the Texas School Depository and of the parade route
.and ;f the area in general. FERRIE said that beforé he would
definitely draw a coneclusion, he wnu}d have to have more informa-
tion and facts. FERRIE then went into a long spial about the
projectory of bullets in relation to height and distance. He
said that different guns and shells have different projectories

and that bullets tend to drop as they are shot. FERRIE said the
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mation to come to an objective coneclusion. He said he did not

his lecture on anatomy and pathology, he named every bone in the

Warren Commission did not have enoligh pertinent: scientifiec infor-

read the Warren Report, but what he had read proved to him that
the Commission did not know what they were doing. FERRIE went

into & long spisl about J.F.K.'s neck wound. In the course of

human bedy and every hard and soft muscle area. He talked exten-
sively about the dermis and epidermis. FERRIE said if the same
bullet that struck J.F.XK. in the back or neck eventually struck
Connelly, that Cénnelly or Kenneay haa to be a contortionist. He
then rattled off some more scientific information in regard'to
bones, and skin, and how a bulle£ decreases in speed when it
strikes an object and how the same bullet could not have possibly
causad all that damage. FERRIE said that that question would
never be answered because the docto? who performed the tracheotcmy
had 10 thumbs and left unanswered the most important gquestion of
all time. FEﬁRIE then laughed and said that doctors are almost
as stupid as lawyers, but that lawyers are worse because they are

always in your pocket.

I then said, "In other words Dave, you don't buy the
‘one shot theory?'" FERRIE said he wasn't saying anything because
he didn't want J. Bdgar on his tail, that he had enough with
Garrison to contend with. FERRIE said that in time he would work
the ﬁhole_thing out and then laughingly said that he would contact

our office.

I noticed at this point that he was in very good spirits
and was laughing and jeking and even commented that he's fesling
pretty good now and that he had had 3 cups of coffes already and

hadn't thrown up yet.




FERRIE then received another phone czll from STEVE
LITTLETON and his wife and joked with LITTLETON's wife about'how
he knew that she had dated LEE HARVEY OSWALD and that he was
going to tell Garrisop on her, ‘Sbe must have told him tﬁat she
had seen his picture in the paper and he replied that 59 didn't
like ié because it made him look ﬁnpﬁbtogenic. She also must

have asked FERRIE if it was him that some. people identified with

somebody or at some place and he said that the people-afe mistaken,

or he had a common face. After he hhng up the phone, we told him
we had to leaVe.. FERRIE said he had more to tell us about the
"one shot theory". We told him to sﬁve it for another day as it
was dark already and we @ad to meet Garrison. I then asked him .
if he would like to tell me some more about his trip to Bammond
and he smiled and said "Go to hell". I then asked if he stayed
with CLAY SEHAW. He said, "Who's CLAY SHAW?" I said, “ill right,
if that doesn't ring a bell, how ahout CLAY BERTRAED?" He said;

. - '
"Who's CLAY BERTRAND?" I said, "CLAY BERTRAND and CLAY SHAW are
the same person.” He asked, "Who said tbat?“ I said, "Dean
Andrews told us." He said, "Dean Andrews miéht tell you guys
anything. You know how Dean Andrews is." FERRIEtthen started to
go into anotﬁer lecture and we told him #e had to go. He followsad
us down the stairs and walked out on the sidewalk with u;. FERRIH
asked Ivon to be sure and call him. Ivon assured him he would

and we left.




