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Interview of David Parrie by John Volz at the Distrigt
Office at zpproxinmat ely 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, Decem;e: l:, 1965

VOLZ: Were you acguainted with Oswald?
FERRIE: Tovmy knowledge, no. I was told and T believe but I

7

am not sure, 3 years ago, I believe it was a Mr. Wall from the

FBI who told me I thini, I met Oswald. Something is telling me
at the moment, rouggiy at the age of 15 . -

VOLZ: Oswald was 157

FERRIE: Right. i have no way of estimatihg this. This was"’

told to me thira, fourth, fifth-hand. . wWhen the assassination

. [

of Kennedy took place a picture of Oswald was supposed to have

-

been on telev191on and a ycung fellow whose name I don't recollect]
.and the only hook I have is tha£ his uncle runs a florist shop
somewhere out on Canal street, recognized the Oswald face on the
TV pressntation. He then calls one of the stations, WDSU or WWL,
land says that he recognized the face and knew this fellow Oswald.
In the interview, either newspaper or TV, but T am pretty sure

it was.public rather than an lnvestlgatlon, he and oswald had
been in the cCivil Air Patrol cadest program in my unlt and of
‘course this kind qf surprised me because I d;dn't recognize_the
name of this lad that identified Oswald's picture. This is being
very frank; when I got hlt with this thlng I started me own in-
VEstlgatlon so for a 10 day period it was back and forth between
me and the FBI. So far as I could develop this florlst shop
fellow hdd gone to school with Oswald and tried to get Oswald
socialized, unsuccessfully,‘as part of the attempt to get him in |
théhcivil Air Patrel. I uqde:st%nd he wa; in there for onl} a
mattér od ays -—- two or threé weeks. This young féllow told mé
that he had; in fact, in company with other cadets come by my
housa. 2s pear as I could sut that together i must have besn

living in Kenner." Hs sai
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VOLZ: How did you get this informationz

_because as Gill says, Martin plays both sides of the street. One

' him out. Remember the time of the first Marcello casec in '637?

FERRIE: Some through' the FBI and some I developed on my own. -
VOLét ©  You have no recollection of Oswald? T

FERRIE: ‘No f-don'é. This much is of in%erest. A fellow by the
namé of Jack Martin kicks Fhe whole thing off and gets me involved
I don't mind this béing in a public record_~ Marﬂin is aiésycho—
path. Martin has a spé;ial vendetta for me:

VOLZ: Why?

FERRIE: Sirs%, how do ;ou explain a.psyéhopath. However, there

are specific grounds. I used to work for G. Wray Gill.  Martin

fancies himself as an investigator. He acquainted himself with

me and tried to get some of Gill's work. Gill would not have him
day I threw Martin out of the office. Not bedily, but I ordered

Gill is the New Orleans lawyer for Marcello. Martin told Klein
that I had taught Oswald how to shoot a rifle. ﬁhich i; interest-
ing, since I am not such a good shot myself. ‘In any e;ent, that
year, the year of the assassinaticn, I am uncert;in but my belief‘
is that Oswald was here in the City of New Orleans.

VOLZ How @o vou know that?

FERRIE: I am trying to }emembér...newspaper séories. Klein
questioned me about this. To my knowledge and belief I haven't
met Oswalé._ I was busy working for G;llrat that timé.

VOLZ: Do you know Morris Brownlee? 1In what connection?

FERRIE: I have known Morris for 10 or 12 years. He has been in

a_lét of trouble during that time.




VOLZ: Did you take a trip on Novexker 22, 19537

FERRIE: Whatever the day that the verdict was rendered in the
Marcello caée I took 2 weekend vacation.
GOLZ: 'Qhere did you go?

FERRIE; ~ Houston, Galveétdn and Vinton. I had somé business for
Gill to take care of. & . '-, N S

VOL%: What business was this.wifh Gill?
FERRIE: Cne of his.cases in Federal Court: Marion James Johnson
was on appeal, 'I‘forgoﬁ whafher I was:to ask him for money for a
Eranscript or'éhat.

VOLZ: Where did-ycu go firsté’
FERRIE: Houston.

VOLZ: What did you do in Houston?
FERRIE: We went ice-skating.

VOLZ: Who went with you?

FERRIE: AlQin Beauboef %nd Melvin Coffey. He is a rocket engined
at one of the electronic places.

VOLZ: You.say_you went ice-skéting in Houston. Do you know
wﬁtrhm? o ) ) ™,

FERRIE: To my #nowledge it was tﬁe oﬁlg one in this area. Used
to be éne in Baton Rouge. I am a yankee énd I like to'ice—ékate
and that wholé time during the trial it was pretty much a 7-day
a week thing.

VOLZ: Do you recall when you went }ce—skatinq?

FERRIE: When the verd%ct came in, as I recall we had to go back
to the office at Noon. If I counld recall the house Ehe.PresideAt
was'shot. It was at that time we heard the Presiéant was shot.
IA the next two or three hours theresafter the verdict cama iﬁ.
Then we went to the Royal Orleans Hotel and we had a victory

party or whatever 'yvou call it. This thing must have gona on until
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papsrwork. We wanted to go ics-skating and then hunting. We

were going to'hunt geése souéh-of Baaﬁmont in that area to be
more specifie; It seems to me we got to Houstgn..Haw'lbné does
it take to get t§ Héﬁston? ' " Sy

VOLZ: About 8 hours I think. pid.you ever.fly to Houston?
FEﬁBIE:' I fly extéﬁsiveiy. I was in ﬁouston three.times ovér
the past wa;k. I guess we got there about aidﬁigﬁt.

VOLZ: Had you planned thié tfip?

FERRIE: We made up our minds when the Morcello trial was over
ﬁe were going to take a vacationl‘ ' . , ; i =

VOLZ: During dr after the trialy ) -

.FERRIE: Even before the Marcello case we worked for G. Wray

Gill any hour or any day and that usually was most days and most
hourg. He leadé you a wild chase. | -
VOLZ: There had been a contempla£ed trip for scmetime. You
were going hunting but you-didn't know exactly_where you were
heading for? . . |
FERRIE: And couldn't have cared less.
VOLZ: Whose car?

FERRIE: VMine.

VOLZ: What kind of car?

FERRIE: 60 or 61 Comet wagon. At the time thét we left we-had
no idea where we were going. 7
VOLZ: You were éoing hunting? Did yéu take any weaéons?
FERRIE: Yes. V

VOLZ: What kind?

FERRIE: Shotguns;

VOLZ: How many?

 FERRIE: I assume offhand a weapon apiecs.




VOLZ: You went to Houston and went skating. Do you recall
whether it was the same day you left here% . )
FERRIE: Wé_left at night. Stayed in a motel. EaYe_tp go back
to the FBI for accurééy. Sametime that next day wﬁ weﬁt ice-
skating. I wa; the only ohé'that knew how.

VOLZ : Did you rent skates or.have your own?l. -
FERRIE: We rented them. I don't think I had my own skates. T
think we rented them. ' % |

VOLZ: How 1ong did you stay ig Hou§ton?.

‘FERRIE: My récollection of the moment is we stayed therg thap

next night. The day we ice-skated.

‘'VOLZ: That would be Novembgr 23 .

FERRIE: Whether we stayed in Houston the night of the 23rd 1

don't know. Something tells me we went to Galveston. We were

. looking for some evening activity.

VOLZ : ' What do you mean? Night life?

FERRIE: You can call.it night life. .

voLz: Lookihg for ladies? -

FERRIE: We went down to Galﬁeston, we found thgt the t;wn was
dead. - o :

VOLZ: Did you leave for Galveston in the morning or night?
Do you know what you did when you got to Galveston? Besides
finding it dead? . |

FERRIE: I remember the morﬁing in Galveston bgcauéé we wené
out looking for bars and-found out the only ting vou éould buy
was beer. By our standards here it ‘was déad. It couldn't get
deader. So far th; vacation had been falling on its head. 1t
seems to mé it was inclenent, some ineclemeney in the weather,

Coolness. I don't Xnow what we expactad for liovember, but wa
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‘FERRIE: Sooner or later I was gOLng to have to go there for .

. FERRIE: Yes, I think so. Once again, if I could get the record

I may have my dates all mixed up here. I think we stayzé in
Vinton that night.
VOLZ: Tﬁe night of the 22ndz -
FERRIE: The night-of whatever date we left herer Wé went £o
Marion James Johnson's rqadhouse - a combination restauraﬁt, bar
été. . k ;‘_ . . 2 : 20

VOLZ: That was in Vinton?

FﬁRRIE: Yes.

VOLZ: What made you decide to go to Viﬁton?

Gill. This was two birds with one stone. .

VOLZ: What did you do in Vinton?

fERRzE: Talked tofMarion James Jchﬁsén.

VOLZ: The night of the 22nd?

I could tell you so. Don'% forget this was three years ago.
VOLZ: Then you went to Houston after Vinton?'

FERRTE: T aﬁ }ecollecting it that way right now. The reasons
I am saying that is this. When we left Galvestoh we decided

to go look for the geese. I femembereé I boarded a ferry across
a channel down along the south shore. We'did, in fact, get té
where the geese were and there were thousands, But you couldn't
approach them. They wére_a wise bunch of birds.

VOLé:\ Did you kill any geese?

FERRIE: No. |

VOLZ: Was that earl; in' the morning?

FERRIE;: Dayligh§ but not.early mdfning:

VOLZ: - That would be about the 24th. You went to Vinton,
Houston, Galveston. .
FERRIE: 1 say ié is 211 right in the absence of anything elss.

VOLZ: After. Galveston then, what?




FERRIE: We decided to go to Alexandriz, La. where Beauboaf
had some ;él&tives. Then we got the idea of staying there for
2 or 3 daysl I decided to call Gill and tell him we were not
coming back for a couple of days. Gili told me you had bette;:.
get baék here, we are'in-major trouble. Jack Martin told Klein
that I knéw Lee ﬁarvey Oswald and had conspi;ed with Oswald in

the assassination of Kennedy. I cam back and don't recall which

day it was. Sat in this very office. I was pretty much surrounded

by investigators and eﬁerybo&y. Klein asked me bretty much the

:questions that ybu are asking me now. They showd me 4 or 5 POlicﬁ

photos of peoplé and asked if 1 could identify them and T couldﬁt.
One was suppqsed to be Lee Harvey Oswald for an arrést for dis-
turbing the peace here in New Orleans. Klein decided that I did
know' Lee Harvey Oswald and arrested me as a fugitive from Texas
and they tock me over to the First District. I stayed thers for

a couple of days while ali of this was checked out.

VOLZ: How long did you stay in Alexandria?’

FERRIE: I don}t think a full day. T don'tlrecall stayiné ﬁﬁér-
niéht and somewhere along.the line we'thought we had bétpér check
in and that's when Gill told me to come back at 6nqe.
VOLZ: How did you arrange for gasoliné?

FERRIE: &L dgn't recall.

VOLZ: Do you have ; credit card?

FERRIE: No. -
VOLZ: None at all?

FERRIE: No.

VOLZ: Was the trip uneventful? -Did you have aﬁy difficulties?
FE&RIE: Not that I can recall, The events that stay in my mind
are ice-skating, deadness in Gzlveston, gesszz and the phoné call
to Gill, |

VOLZ: Did yvou ds anv hunting in Rléxzndria?
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FERRIE: I don't belisve we cid. Agzin, I would kava to go back
to something else to refresh ny MERory.

VOLZ: Did you meet any friends. Do ¥ou have any acguaintances

& c
in any of those towns?

FERRIE: b3 knoQ Marion.Jameé Johnson, a business acquaintanéé.
No eone in Houston or'Galvgstoﬁ.

VOLZ: 'Huw aﬁogt Alexandr;a.

FERRIE: These would be Beauboef's relatives,

VOLZ: Did you all 3 come back together?

FERRIE: Just the 3 0of us, Beauboefq'COffey and myself.

 VOLZ: Around that particular time in that area, what was

Morris Brownles doing?

.FERRIE: i don't eﬁen know right now.

VOLZ: He was just a friend of youfs or was he in your unit?
FERRIE: I don't think ﬁe ever joiﬁed Civil Air Patrol. This is
going back 12 or 13 years.

VOLZ: Around that Pérticular time, di you eveélgo hunting with
Morris? Does Morris ever go huﬁting?

FERRIE: I would imagine so. I don't knowrlf he ever. went huntlr
with me. I don't know. This isn't the kind of thlng you remember
VOLZ: Did you ever take any trips with Morris? .
FERRIE: Yes, I think so. But I am not sure ghout this. I would
have to ask Gill. Somewnere back in 61 or 62 I had to go to
Mississippi for Gill on an oil bill. I believe T took Brownlee
with me because at that time he was doing a little work %or Gill,
I believe that on cne of-the many trips gé tock to Viﬁton beczuse
wWe were back and forth quite a number of times. I believe he was
on one of those. Morris went alony when Alice.Gﬁdeau.(? SP):_
Gill's secretary, and I went dpwn to one of the small towns, New

Iberia or somevwhere. There was a murder case whnere a defendant
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VOLZ: But you are positive it was just the 3 of you that went

" VOLZ: = How about around that time you went to Houston?

. VOLZ: How about Brownlee? : 8

VOLZ: That was 61-52

FERRIE: .Could have been 63.
VOLZ: " Do you reééil where you.stayed in Galveston?

FERRIE:_ No. :

VOLZ: Do you recall Qhere you stéyed in Alexandria?
FERRIE: N6. My only source would be the FBI.

VéLZ: You are positive tbat all three of you came back

together?

' !
v .

FERRIE: That is my recollection. The only way I would know.for

sure would be to call Mr. Wall or ,the individual.

P e

and came back? Have you ever gone to Dallas?

FERRIE: Yes, T was in Dallas in March or April of this year.

FERRIE: Thank God, no. lAs Gill said, if I had been in Dallas,
I would have been in jail. )

VOLZ: Since it came ﬁp earlier, yoh said you Qere Eupposed
to have taught Oswald how to shoot a rifle. Have you ever -
taught anybody h&& to shoot-a rifle.

FERRIE: ‘Yes. This was in the Civil Rir Patrol ecadst pr;gram.
Teach them how to shoot a .2é and sometimes sométhing heavier.
Ié is part of the progiam.

VOLZ: " pia you téach any of these boys who we;e on the trip
with you how to shoot. |

FERRIE: Coffey, I don't know. Beauboef was a born hunter.

FERRIE: He likes the outdoors %ut whether he goes hﬁnting I

don't kXnow. He is the type that would collect botanical specimens!

or if hs did hunt hs would use =z nd arrgwy instead of shooting,
B L= B

VOLE: You szy Morris wasn't istersstsd in guns.

TERRIZ; I don't know ons way oo =ne obther. . Morr -
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thing. At this momsnt my recollection of Morris is that his

e

interegtslwculd be physics, rocketry, electronics and pﬁilosopgv.
VOLZ: Vias he ever bg thnese cadet training encampments that
you were talking about.

FERRIE: I don' recall one way or the other. If you are
interested in completing this thing I will try-to remamber and

write this down for yau.

VOLZ: What are you doing.ncﬁ?
FERRIE: Flying.
VOLZ: For anybody in particular?

FERRIE: Flying fér myself. Flgéht instructions.. One of your
former associates';§ one of my customers. Jerry Au?illio.

I feel reasonably confident tﬁ§£ tﬁe FBI agénts who worked on
this would cooperate ané I could get other names, the times

and everything else because at that time we had to work out a

rather fabulous time schedule. They worked out Oswald's and

mine, too. Then I could give you more definite answers.
VOLZ: - The two_boys.that you went to Texas_with, were they
in your unit at the time;

FERRIE: I was not in Civil Air Patrol at that time.

VOLZ: Do you know if they knew Morris?

FERRIE:

Yes, I think so. In what connection and to what

depth I am not sure.

VOLZ: :What was Qoffef's first name?

FERRIE: Melvin. He worked at Michoud.

VOLZ: When was the las; fime ?ou saw Coffey or Beaubosf?
FEREIE: I see Beauboef routinely but Coffey ﬁot_fcr a long time.
He ;as ups=t about this bescauss of his job.

VOLZ: Who does Beauboef £ly for?

FEREIE: He is not emploved as a pilot. He is looking for that

i
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VOLZ: Do you make a decent living with this flying?
FERRIE: I make a living, I don't know how decent it is.

VOLZ: Do you do any chgrter flying?
FERRIE;'. Oecasionally. | 7

VOLZ: ﬁave you done any charter flying in the 6Dfs?_

FERRIE: In the first part of 1961...Up until August,'6l it was
all air carrier. . A
VOLZ : For an ajrlines?

FERRIE: Eastern.

VOLZ: During that time in your spare time did you do any

flying?

FERRIE: Civil Air Patrol, instructions on the side.

VOLZ:. Did you do any charter work?

FERRIE: It is prohibited. Martin had me going to Cﬁba. it
was in the newspapers... in a 110 mile an hour airplane with

four hours of gas.

-

VOLZ: Were you doing any c¢harter flying at the time when he

a¢cused you of this? o . R
FERRIE: No. I was supposad to be work;ng for thg airline. I
was also supposed to have gone in 19563. Kiein asked if that’
summer I had been in Cuba. That was some more of Jack Martin.
Is Pershing Gervais still around?

VOLZ: No, he is not in our office anymore. Do yod want to
see him?

FERRIE: Not especially. I just wanted %0 refer you.back to
him as to why I am in here this morning. I am thinking ahout
Marfin's persoﬁality. Martin somehow_gets to be nsar the bride

at every wedding and the corpss at every funeral. He soméhow

gets involvsd in civil and criminal af

irs. Martin gets im on
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‘would come to somsone like Frank Xlein, Pershing Gervais or

the Warren Resort and I think Jack Martin would have seized con

this because this is exactly 'his type 6f meat. I ‘imagine he

L

Jim Garrison and sometimes Martin convinces himself on his con-
fections, sometimes ﬁe deesn't. I know he was . in the psycho
ward in Charity for a while and was in the psycho ward in Texas.
He ﬁsed to run a dipiéﬁa mill in Texas.

VOLZ: You feel he is reséoﬁsibie for foﬁr baing.here today?
FERRIE:  Yes, I feel it is a possibility.

.

VOoLZ : .Have vou re;d any of thése afticles?
?EREIE: No; I éq too buéy tryingdto.earn a-livtné. I éo know
I have seen stateménts regarding Governor Conneliy. a ﬁave éop
.nbthing tovhide. Bﬁt I have been trying to figure out for the-
last two days what I was being subposnaed for and I tried calliné
everybody to find out wha? it was all about. I tried Gill, he
didn't know anything. Thé reason I am on this Martin thing is
that Gill tells me 3 or‘4 days back Martin called him and wanted
to know where I.was, where I was Qorking and how I cquld-bé reaéhe
Gill and I speculated Gvar warichs possibilities and tﬁiF'Kennegy
thing was one of them.

VOLZ: Would you be willing'tﬁ submit fo a.polygraph?

FERRIE: Certainly, I would be willing to submit to truth serum.

I have no hesitation at zll.




