
Interview of 	 by John Volz at the District Attorney's Office at approximately 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, D-c.-m'oe- 15, 1966 

VOLZ: 	Were you acquainted with Oswald? 

FERRIE: To my knowledge, no. I was told and I believe but I 

am not sure, 3 years ago, I believe it was a Mr. Wall from the 

FBI who told me I think, I met Oswald. SoMething is telling me 
at the moment, roughly at the age of 15. 

VQLZ: 	Oswald was 15? 

FERRIE: 	Right. I have no way of estimating this. This was 

told to me third, fourth, fifth-hand. .When the assassination 

of Kennedy took place a picture of Oswald war; supposed to have 

been on television and a young fellow whose name I don't recollec 

and the only hook I have is that his uncle runs a florist shop 

somewhere out on Canal Street, recognized the Oswald face on the 

TV presentation. He then calls one of the stations, WDSU or WWL, 

and says that he recognized the face and knew this fellow Oswald. 

In the interview, either newspaper or TV, but I am pretty sure 

it was.public rather than an investigation, he and Oswald had 

been in the Civil Air Patrol cadet program in my unit and of 

course this kind of surprised me because I didn't recognize the 

name of this lad that identified Oswald's picture. This is being 

very frank, when I got hit with this thing I started me own in-

vestigation so for a 10-day period it was back and forth between 

me and the FBI. So far as I could develop this florist shop 

fellow had gone to school with Oswald and tried to get Oswald 

socialized, unsuccessfully, as part of the attempt to get him in 

the Civil Air Patrol. I understand he was in there for only a 

matter od ays -- two or three weeks. This young fellow told me 

that he had, in fact, in company with other cadets come by my 

house. As near as I could rz.ut that together I must have been 

living in 7F,anner. HE said I he me`_ n=wald. 
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VOLZ: 	How did you get this information? 

FERRIE: 	Some through the FBI and some I developed on my own. 

VOLZ: 	You have no recollection of Oswald? 

FERRIE: 	No I .don't. This much is of interest. A fellow by the 

name of Jack Martin kicks the whole thing off and gets me involved 

I don't mind this being in a public record. Martin is a psycho-

path. Martin has a special vendetta for me. 

VOLZ: 	Why? 

FERRIE: 	First, how do you explain a psychopath. However, there 

are specific grounds. I used to work for G. Wray Gill. Martin 

fancies himself as an investigator. He acquainted himself with 

me and tried to get some of Gill's work. Gill would not have him 

because as Gill says, Martin plays both sides of the street. One 

day I threw Martin out of the office 	Not bodily, but I ordered 

him out. Remember the time of the first Marcella case in '63? 

Gill is the New Orleans lawyer for Marcello. Martin told Klein 

that I, had taught Oswald how to shoot a rifle. Which is interest-

ing, since I am not such a good shot myself. In any event, that 

year, the year of the assassination, I am uncertain but my belief 

is that Oswald was here in the City of New Orleans. 

VOLZ: 	How do you know that? 

FERRIE: 	I am trying to remember...newspaaer stories. Klein 

questioned me about this. To my knowledge and belief I haven't 

met Oswald. I was busy working for Gill at that time. 

VOLE: 	Do you know Morris Brownlee? In what connection? 

FERRIE: 	I have known Morris for 10 or 12 years. He has been in 

a lot of trouble during that time. 
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VOLZ: 	Did you take a trio on rovem2er 22, 1953? 

FERRIE: Whatever the day that the verdict was rendered in the 

Maccello case I took a weekend vacation. 

VOLZ: 	Where did you go? 

FERRIE: 	Houston, Galveston and Vinton. I had some business for 

Gill to take care of. 

VOLZ: 	What business was this with Gill? 

FERRIE: 	One of his cases in Federal Court. Marion James Johnson 

was on appeal. I forgot whether I was to ask him for money for a 

transcript or what. 

VOLZ: 	Where did you go first? 

FERRIE: Houston. 

VOLZ: 	What did you do in Houston? 

FERRIE: 	We went ice-skating. 

VOLZ: 	Who went with you? 

FERRIE: 	Alvin Beauboef and Melvin Coffey. He is a rocket engineer 

at one of the electronic places. 

VOLZ: 	You say you went ice-skating in Houston. Do you know 

what rink? 

FERRIE: 	To my knowledge it was the only one in this area. used 

to be one in Baton Rouge. I am a yankee and I like to ice-skate 

and that whole time during the trial it was pretty much a 7-day 

a week thing. 

VOLZ: 	Do you recall when you went ice-skating? 

FERRIE: 	When the verdict came in, as I recall we had to go back 

to the office at Noon. If I could recall the house the President 

was shot. It was at that time we heard the President was shot. 

In the next two or three hours thereafter the verdict came in. 

Then we went to the Royal Orleans Hotel and we had a victory 

party or whatever yo,_ call it.. .This thing must have gone on unti 

suzcer 	P,Te71t= 	 77.:1.7::-; is a 
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paperwork. We wanted to go ice-skating and than hunting. We 

were going to hunt geese south of Beaumont in that area to be 

more specific. It seems to me we got to Houston..How long does 

it take to get to Houston? 

VOLZ: 	About 8 hours I think. Did you ever fly to Houston? 

FERRIE: 	I fly extensively. I was in Houston three times over 

the past week. I guess we got there about midnight. 

VOLZ: 	Had you planned this trip? 

FERRIE: 	We made up our minds when the Morcello trial Was over 

we were going to take a vacation. 

VOLZ: 	During dr after the trial? m  

FERRIE: 	Even before the Morcello case we worked for. G. Wray 

Gill any hour or any day and that usually was most days and most 

hours. He leads you a wild chase. 

VOLZ: 	There had been a contemplated trip for sometime. You 

were going hunting but you didn't know exactly where you were 

heading for? 

FERRIE: 	And couldn't have cared less. 

VOLZ: 	Whose car? 

FERRIE: Mine. 

VOLZ: 	What kind of car? 

FERRIE: 	60 or 61 Comet wagon. At the time that we left we had 

no idea where we were going. 

VOLZ: 	You were going hunting? Did you take any weapons? 

FERRIE: Yes. 

VOLZ: 	What kind? 

FERRIE: Shotguns. 

VOLZ: 	How many? 

FERRIE: 	I assume offhand a weaPon apiece. 



-- • - 	.• 	 _ 
• • 

 

 

 

 

-5- 

VOLZ: You went to Houston and went skating. Do you recall 
whether it was the same day you left here? 

FERRIE: 	We left at night. Stayed in a motel. Have to go back . - - 
to the FBI for accuracy. Sometime that next day we went ice-
skating. I was the only one that knew how. 

VOLZ: 	Did you rent skates or have your own? 

FERRIE: 	We rented them. I don't think I had my own skates. I 
think we rented them. 

VOLZ: 	How long did you stay in Houston? 

FERRIE: 	My recollection of the moment is we stayed there that 
next night. The day we ice-skated. 

'VOLZ: 	That would be November 23. 

FERRIE: 	Whether we stayed in Houston the night of the 23rd I 
don't know. Something tells me we went to Galveston. We were 
looking for some evening activity. 

VOLZ: 	What do you mean? Night life? 

FERRIE: 	You can call it night life. 

VOLZ: 	Looking for ladies? 

FERRIE: 	We went down to Galveston, we found that the town was 
dead. 

VOLZ: 	Did you leave for Galveston in the morning or night? 
Do you know what you did when you got to Galveston? Besides 
finding it dead? 

FERRIE: 	I remember the morning in Galveston becaus'e we went 
out. looking for bars and found out the only ting you could buy 
was beer. Bv our standards here it was dead. It couldn't get 
de.ader. So far the vacation had been falling on its head. It 
seems to me it was inclement, some inclemency in the weather. 
Coolness. I don't know what we expected for Noveber, but we 
wante-2 
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1 I may rhaye my dates all mixed u here. I think we stenzei in 

Vinton that night. 

VOLZ: 	The night of the 22nd? 

FERRIE: 	The night-of whatever date we left here. We went to 

Marion James Johnson's roadhouse - a combination restaurant, bar 

etc. 

VOLZ: 	That was in Vinton? 

FERRIE: Yes. 

VOLZ: 	What made you decide to go to Vinton? 

FERRIE: 	Sooner or later I was going to have to go there for 

Gill. This was two birds with one stone. 

VOLZ: 	What did'you do in Vinton? 

FERRIE: 	Talked to Marion James Johnson. 

VOLZ: 	The night of the 22nd? 

FERRIE: 	Yes, I think so. Once again, if I could get the record 

I could tell you so. Don't forget this was three years ago. 

VOLZ: 	Then you went to Houston after Vinton? 

FERRIE: 	I am recollecting it that way right now. The reasons 

I am saying that is this. When we left Galvestoh we dtcided 

to go look for the geese. I remembered I boarded a ferry across 

a channel down along the south shore. We did, in fact, get to 

where the geese were and there were thousands, but you couldn't 

approach them. They were a wise bunch of birds. 

VOLZ: 	Did you kill any geese? 

FERRIE: No. 

VOLZ: 	Was that early in the morning? 

FERRIE: 	Daylight but not early morning. 

VOLZ: 	That would be about the 24th. You went to Vinton, 

Houston, Galveston. 

FERRIE: 	I say it is all right in the absence of anything else. 

VOLZ: 	After Galveston then t..,at? 
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FERRIE: 	We decided to go to Alexandria, La. where Beauboef 

had some relatives. Then we got the idea of staying there for 

2 or 3 days. I decided to call Gill and tell him we were not 

coming back for a couple of days. Gill told me you had better 
get back here, we are in major trouble. Jack Martin told Klein 

that I knew Lee Harvey Oswald and had conspired with Oswald in 

the assassination of Kennedy. I cam back and don't recall which 

day it was. Sat in this very office. I was pretty much surround,ld 

by investigators and everybody. Klein asked me pretty much the 

questions that you are asking me now. They.showd me 4 or 5 policl 

photos of people and asked if I could. identify them and I couldrit 

One was supposed to be Lee Harvey Oswald for an arrest for dis-

turbing the peace here in New Orleans. Klein decided that I did 

know Lee Harvey Oswald and arrested me as a fugitive from Texas 

and they took me over to the First District. I stayed there for 

a couple of days while all of this was checked out. 

VOLZ: 	How long did you stay in Alexandria?' 

FERRIE: 	I don't think a full day. I don't recall staying over- 

night and somewhere along the line we thought we had better check 

in and that's when Gill told me to come back at once. 

VOLZ: 	How did you arrange for gasoline? 

FERRIE: 	I don't recall. 

VOLE: 	Do you have a credit card? 

FERRIE: No. 

VOLZ: 	None at all? 

FERRIE: No- 

VOLZ: 	Was the trip uneventful? Did you have any difficulties? 

FERRIE: 	Not that I can recall. The events that stay in my mind 

are ice-skating, deadness in Galveston, geese and the phone call 
to Gill. 

VOLZ: 	 F'.7) 	h% 
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FEBRIE: 	I don't belie-.,e we did. Again, 	would hay. to gc,  bac% 

to something else to refresh my memory. 

VOLZ: 	Did you meet any friends. Do you have any acquaintance 
r 

in any of ttiose towns? 

FERRIE: 	I know Marion James Johnson, a business acquaintance. 

No one in Houston or Galveston. 

VOLZ: 	How about Alexandria. 

FERRIE: 	These would be Beauboef's relatives. 

VOLZ: 	Did you all 3 come back together? 

FERRIE: 	Just the 3.of us, Beauboefe  Coffey and myself. 

VOLZ: 	Around that particular time in that area, what was 

Morris Brownlee doing? 

FERRIE: 	I don't even know right now. 

VOLZ: 	He was just a friend of yours or was he in your unit? 

FERRIE: 	I don't think he ever joined Civil Air Patrol. This is 

going back 12 or 13 years. 

VOLZ: 	Around that particular time, di you ever go hunting with 

Morris? Does Morris ever go hunting? 

FERRIE: 	I would imagine so. I don't know if he.  ever.'went hunti. 

with me. I don't know. This isn't the kind of thing you remembe 

VOLZ: 	Did you ever take any trips with Morris? 

FERRIE: 	Yes, I think so. But I am not sure about this. I wool 

have to ask Gill. Somewhere back in 61 or 62 I had to go to 

Mississippi for Gill on an oil bill. I believe I took Brownlee 

with me because at that time h2 was doing a little work for Gill. 

I believe that on one of the many trips we took to Vinton because 

we were back and forth suite a number of times. I believe he was 

on one of those. Morris went alone.: when Alice Gedeau (? sp), 

Gill's secretary, and I went down to one of the small_ towns, NEW 

Iberia or somewhere. There was a murder case where a defendant 
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had to be interviewed. 

VOLZ: 	That was 61-52 

FERRIE: 	Could have been 63. 

VOLZ: 	Do you recall where you stayed in Galveston? 

FERRIE:  No. 

VOLZ: 	Do you recall where you stayed in Alexandria? 

FERRIE: 	NO. My only source would be the FBI. 

VOLZ: 	You are positive that all three of you came back 

together? 

FERRIE: 	That is my recollection. The only way I would know. Ear 

sure would be to call Mr. Wall or ,the individual. ' 

VOLZ: 	But you are positive it was just the 3 of you that went 

and came back? Have you ever gone to Dallas? 

FERRIE: 	Yes, I was in Dallas in March or April of this year. 

VOLZ: 	How about around that time you,went to Houston? 

FERRIE: 	Thank God, no. As Gill said, if I had been in Dallas, 

I would have been in jail. 

VOLZ: 	Since it came up earlier, you said you were supposed 

to have taught Oswald how to shoot a rifle. Hav'e you ever 

taught anybody how to shoot a rifle. 

FERRIE: 	Yes. This was in the Civil Air Patrol cadet program. 

Teach them how to shoot a .22 and sometimes something heavier. 

It is part of the program. 

VOLZ: 	Did you teach any of these boys who were on the trip 

with you how to shoot. 

FERRIE: 	Coffey, I don't know. Beauboef was a born hunter. 

VOLZ: 	How about Brownlee? 

FERRIE: 	He likes the outdoors ut whether he goes hunting I 

don't know. He is the type that would collect botanical specimens 

or if ha did hunt ha would use a 'Low and arro-w instead of sh.,71,2'ir.,3. 

VOLZ: 	You say 	wasn't   in clans. 	 • 

I don't F117.-13.12: --e other. ;:,:farris a2..wT:lys 



thins. 	this moment my recollection cl Mc~ris is that his 

interests would be physics, rocketry, electronics and ph.ilosophy. 

VOLZ: 	Was he ever on these cadet training encampments that 

you were talking about. 

FERRIE: 	I don't recall one way or the other. If you are 

interested in completing this thing I will try to remember and 

write this down for you. 

VOLZ: 	What are you doing now? 

FERRIE: Flying. 

VOLZ: 	For anybody in particular? 

FERRIE:.  Flying for myself. Flight instructions.. One of your 

former associates is one of my customers. Jerry Aurillio. 

I feel reasonably confident that the FBI agents who worked on 

this would cooperate and I could get other names, the times 

and everything else because at that time we had to work out a 

rather fabulous time schedule. They worked out Oswald's and 

mine, too. Then I could give you more definite answers. 

VOLZ: 	The two boys that you went to Texas with, were they 

in your unit at the time. 

FERRIE: 	I was not in Civil Air Patrol at that time. 

VOLZ: 	Do you know if they knew Morris? 

FERRIE: 	Yes, I think so. In what connection and to what 

depth I am not sure. 

VOLZ: 	What was Coffey's first name? 

FERRIE: 	Melvin. He worked at Michoud. 

VOLZ: 	When was the last time you saw Coffey or Beauboef? 

FERRIE: 	I see Beauboef routinely but Coffey not for a long time 

He was upset about this because of his job. 

VOLZ: 	Who does Beauboef fly for? 

FERRIE: 	He is not employed as a pilot. He is looking for that 

kind of employment. 

Do vo 	 ha is f.„7.17 
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in Arabi. 

VOLZ: 	Do you make a decent living with this flying? 

FERRIE: 	I make a living, I don't know how decent it is. 

VOLZ: 	Do you do any charter flying? 

FERRIE: Occasionally. 

VOLZ: 	Have you done any charter flying in the 60' ? 

FERRIE: 	In the first part of 1961...Up until August,'61 it was 

all air carrier. 

VOLZ: 	For an airlines? 

FERRIE: Eastern. 

VOLZ: 	During that time in your, spare time did you do any 

flying? 

FERRIE: 	Civil Air Patrol, instructions on the side. 

VOLZ:- 	Did you do any charter work? 

FERRIE: 	It is prohibited. Martin had me going to Cuba. It 

was in the newspapers... in a 110 mile an hour airplane with 

four hours of gas. 

VOLZ: 	Were you doing any charter flying at the time when he 

adcused you of this? 

FERRIE: 	No. I was supposed to be working for the airline. 

was also supposed to have gone in 1963. Klein asked if that 

summer I had been in Cuba. That was some more of Jack Martin. 

Is Pershing Gervais still around? 

VOLZ: 	No, he is not in our office anymore. Do you want to 

see him? 

FERRIE: 	Not especially. I just wanted to refer you back to 

him as to why I am in here this morning. I am thinking about 

Martin's personality. Martin somehow gets to be near the bride 

at every wedding and the corpse at every funeral. He somehow 

gets involvd in civil and criminal affa;•rs. Martin gets in cm 

all thee.,  intai-esting little 	 triad tc, 

Ger7ai7. on 1:::v.ta1ity. 
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the Warren Reoort and I think Jack Martin would have - seied on 

this because this is exactly - his type of meat. 	imagine he 

would come to someone like Frank Klein, Pershing Geryais or 

Jim Garrison and sometimes Martin convinces himself on his con-

factions, sometimes he doesn't. I know he was in the psycho 

ward in Charity for a while and was in the psycho ward in Texas. 

He used to run a diploma mill in Texas. 

VOLZ: 	You feel he is responsible for your being here today? 

FERRIE: 	Yes, I feel it is a possibility. 

Have You read any of thdse articles? 

FERRIE: No, I am too busy trying to earn a living. I do know 

I have seen statements regarding Governor Connelly. I have got 

nothing to hide. But I have been trying to figure out for the 

last'two days what I was being subpoenaed for and I tried calling 

everybody to find out what it was all about. I tried Gill, he 

didn't know anything. The reason I am on this Martin thing is 

that Gill tells me 3 or 4 days back Martin called him and wanted 

to know where I was, where I was working and how I could•be roach 

Gill and I speculated over various possibilities and tiiis'Kennedy 

thing was one of them. 

VOLZ: 	Would you be willing- to submit to a polygraph? 

FERRIE: 	certainly, I would be willing to submit to truth serum. 

I have no hesitation at all. 


