X
&
N
S
8

AXXXXXXXXXAXXXE LT3 -3186

How 'addrou: Route 7
Prederick, Md. 21701

December 29, 1967

¥r., J. R. Wiggins
Rditer, Thae wnhucton Poct

1515 L 8t., AW

Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Wiggina:

. Sulcide generally is regarded ss a sign of mental instadbllity ir

ot outright sickness. VWhen the lats, properly respacted Philip.
Graham sommitted suicide, I recall no Washington Post applogy to
its readers bsaause control of its policYes % contents had been
vestad in a wan who was, at least, sick and unstable. HNoune was
cslled for. Howsver, ths Post should be consistent. It is not.

When you received a UPI dhutoh Rovember 15 charg end docu-
senting with previously suppreassd ovidesnce ths CIA i{nvolvement

in the New Orleans aspects of the Xennedy assassination, you found
this ummsorthy of the consideration of your readers (here you wers
quite consistent, for you had also failed to inform them of the
appearanse of the book that brought forth this suppressed evidence,
a3 you had its two simllar predecessors).

!ot, when the Q% ego Tribuns supplied 7ou & clearly libelous at-
tack on Jim Garrison, suddenly becams front-page news. Onnka

other papers, you did not check out this story.
Thers are & number of immediately qhuom tm.ng- abont 1&. uudo

- from its olearly libalous intent.

It could have come only from offioial scurces. n h th- kmd of
information official sources are not permitted to release. It is
much more of this charscter than what, with the lusty eolladoration
of tha defeulting paper you edit, the goveroment continwes to sup-
press about the murder of the President you pretended to respect
and sdnire. Have you 00 question adhat the government leaked this

.11bel?

Have you no question about the "coincidence” that it did thisae)
after Garrison documented the charge of suppression - unknown to
the resders of the m%wn Post; snd b) leas than two months
before the schedule ) defendant who seems to have ex~
hausted 2ll possible delays and to have invented a few, & defend-
ant identified in ths public press as of CIA connection?

Had you purau.d this with the vigor you ressrve for attacks on those
who, like Garrison, say the §owrm.nt did less than it could and
should have in the officilal "investigation” of the wurder that put
1% in pdidve, you uight easily have learned that this story was
first leaked by a wan who has procleaimed his CIA conneotion, through
his lawysr who, agsin from the papers, is being pald by the CIA.
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Government secrets that are libelous and leaked by a governmsnt
agent - wore "coincidence"?

Prom your story alons, the libelous natuss and intent and the fac-
tusl error are clear. Garrison wss so "unfit" for military duty
thet he was welcomed baok and twice promoted, rising to the rank
of lieutenant-colonel. How "unfit" cam one be, reslly, to recelve
regular promotions snd end a colonel? ‘

And he has so severe & “"chronic exhsustion syndrowe? that in the
span of five days I worked with him until sbout 2 a.m. and the

next day saw him st his desk at the regular time, "gxhaustion syn-
drome™? Just how "exhbmusted” can e man be to do this regularly?

0dd that you did not mention Garrison's record as district attorney
- or as the "exhausted" or "unfit" vote-getter who gets himself re-
elected and clesns up & major eity, fightang the Judges to do so
and golng to the Supreme Gourt for vindication - and getting 1it.

Or that he risked his future to effeoct the releass of a atripper

he had convicted when he realized it was not just and thet she had
two children who needed her. Or, in this specific case, where the
involvement of homosexuals is unmistakable, that he has shunned any
withh-hunting or intimidation of those so easily intimidated.

Thers was oncs & time I thought the Poat motivated by honor snd de-
censy, simply wrong, &s ws sll can be. Your record now makes this
impossible, for the biss 1s s blatant as ths whores Garrison chased
out of New Orleans. You have mede yourself the hendmeiden of erring
officialdom, the least resspectadble thing s newspaper can be.

" This is not the way to wake the country strong, recaptuse ita honor,
defend the President (who is thought Macbeth by an incressing nunber
of oitisens every tims such smears are printed), solve the nnsolved
murder, and neither it nor any other slanders can validate tha fake
inquest that no one save such lsarned fools as eminent editors any
longer pretends to believe. v

 If there is nothing I ocan do about 1t but meke a record, Mr, Wigg ns,
thet I will do. For when, as ultimately it will de, the truth 1s
out, the people will know how and by whom they wers deceived..

Until then, deapite your inoredible abdication of a sscred responsi-
bility, my initial offer to you, to give you the proof of any of the
many disproofs of the Warren Report I have alresdy published, stends.
If I thought I could trust you - as once I d1d - I would include my
completed but unpublished POST-MORTEM. Its publication will have to
await my ability to survive additional debt. But, then, you would
not read it and your paper would not acknowledge 1ts existence. It
i1s easler to oppose what you do not know, lan't 1t?

Sincerely,

Harold Welsberg



