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Hew address: Aoute 7 ‘
Prederick, Md. 21701

Dacember 29, 1967

Nr. ‘J. Re ﬁl“im ‘ S
Bditor, Tha Washington Post
151% L 8t,, N« . _
Washington, D. C. o

Dear Nr. Wiggins: o - D :

Suloide generally is regarded ss a sign of mental instadility if

not outright sickneas. When the lats, properly respested Philip

Grehan committed suicide, I reocall no wa?ghn Post spplogy to

its readsrs becauss control of its policles and contents had been

vested in a man who was, at lesat, sick and unsteble. Hone was
“oalled for. Howaver, the Post should he consistent. It is not.

. Whsn you received a UPI dispatoh November 15 ohtum{a::d doou~
wenting with previously suppressed evidencs ths CIA lvement

in the New Orleans aspects of the Kennedy sasassination, you found

this umorthy of the conaideration of your readers (hsre you were

quite sonsistent, for you had slso failed to inform them of the

appesrancs of the book that drought forth this suppressed evidencs,

a8 you had ita two similar predecessors).

Yet, when ths W supplied you a clearly libelous st-
' tack on Jim Garrison, suddsnly became front-page news. Unlike

other papers, you 4ld nct ocheok out this story.
There sre a number of immsdiately obvious things about 1t, aside

~ from its clearly libelous intent.

-1t could have coms ondy from offiolial sources. It is the kind of
information official scurces sre not permitted to relesse. It is
mich more of this character than what, with the lusty eollaboration
of the defaulting paper you edit, the governmant continuss to sup-
press about the murder of ths President you pratended to reapsct
;z:g‘ gd.n. Have you no question shat the government leaked this

Have you no question about the "coincidensce” that it aid thisa)
after Garrison documented ths charge of suppression - unknown %o
the readers of the Weshington Post; and b) leas than two montha
before the acheduled srr.'"i of the defendsnt who seems to have ex-
hausted all possible delays and to have invented a few, a defend-
ent identiflied in the public press as of CIA ocomnection? v

Hed you pursued this with the vigor you reserve for attacks on those
who, like Garrison, say the ﬁonmuc éid less then it could and
should have in the officlial "investigation” of the murder that put
it in pffére, you might easily have learnad that this story was
first leaked by a& wmen who has proclaimed his CIA connection, through
his lawyer who, sgein from the papers, is being pald by ths CIA.



Mr. Wigglns - 2

Government secrats that are libelous and leaked by a goverament
sgent - mwore "cocinocidence"? '

From your story alone, the libelous natuse and intent and the fac-
tual error are clear. Oarrison was so "unfit"” for military duty
that he was welcomed back and twice promoted, rising to the rank
of lieutenant-colonel. BHow "unfit" cam one be, reslly, to recelive
regular promotions end end s colonel? ‘

'And_he has 30 severs a "chronic exhaustion syndrome? that in the

" span of five days I worked with him until about 2 a.m. sand the

next day saw him at his desk st the regular time. “Exhaustion ayn-
drome”? Just how "exhausted” can & man be to do this regularly?

" 0dd that you did not wention Garrison's record as distriot attorney
- or as the "exhausted” or "unfit” vote-getter who gets himsell re-
elected snd clesns up a major city, fightang the Jjudges to do so
and going to ths Supreme Court for vindication - and getting it.

Or that he risked his future to effect the release of a stripper
he hed convicted when he reslized it was not just and that she bad
two children who neseded her. Or, in this specifie case, uherse the
involvement of howmosexuals is unmistakadble, that he hes shunned eny

. witbh-hunting or intimidsation of those so easily intimidated. =

Thers was once 8 time I thought the Post wotivated by honor and de-
cenoy, simply wrong, as we all can be. Your record now makes this
impossible, for the blss is as blatant as the whores Garrison ohased
out of New Orleans. You have mede yourself the handmaiden of erring
officisldom, the least respsctable thing a newspsper can be.

This 1is not the way to make the country strong, recaptuse its honor,
defend the President (who is thought Macbeth by sn increasing aumber
of citisens ev time suoh smears sre printed), solve the nnsolved
murder, and neither it nor any other slanders ocsan validate ths fake
inquest that no one aave such learned fools as sminent editors any
longer pretends to belisve. o ' ’ ‘

If thers ls nothing I san do about it but make a record, Mr, Wiggins,
that I will do. Por when, as ultimately 1t will be, ths truth 1s

' out, the people will know how and by whom thsy were. deocaivad.

Until then, despite your inoredidle abdication of a saocred responsi-
- bility, my initisl offer to you, to give you the proof of any of the
many disproofs of the Warren Report I have already published, stands.
If I thought T could trust you - as once I did - I would include wy
completed but unpublished POST-MORTEM. Its publicstion will bave to
awalt wmy ability to survive additional dedbt. But, then, you would
not read it and your psper would not acknowledge its existence, It
1s easler to oppose what you do not know, lsn't 1t? :

Sincerely,

Harold wWeisderg



