Secrecy Clouds
Assassination

Evidence Claim
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A district attorney is keeping
secret the details of an inves-
tigation he says he is making of
the Kennedy assassination. He.
says. federal infaerventlon might
only slow him down. L
T»Jsi!m Garrison, betting his in-
vestigators can prove a conspir-
acy in New Orleans led to the
death of President John F. Ken-
nedy, spurned a suggestion he,
givehis factg to the U.S. attor-;
ney general ' who could ' pass:
them on to President Johnson.
“I am running this investiga-
tion, pot. the, President, nof the
attorney - general,” said Garri-

so‘l}i'm in charge of the opera-
tion and we've made a lot of
progress working this way. So I
don’t propose to make any
changes that might result in ?
slowdown and make us lesg ef-
fective.”

FBI Has No Comment

Asked what the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation.is doing
about Garrison’s probe, an FBI
spokesman said, ‘‘the only thing
I can say regarding any ques-
tions about that Iis, no‘

Garrisdn, 44, has _;beep con-
sistently - contrmieysml- -in  his
two termis ‘as district attorney."|

After New Orleans newspa-|
pers broke the story of hig in-|

igation. on Friday, Garrison !
::;e(lin %ailrresponsﬂ)le release of soi;

details”s would. delay the

mts he said vyouldybe 'fprth-
cof’i‘]ﬂh]':gi'elease of-a fev‘v details
and names, he said, “has .no(viv
created a problem for us in find-
ing witnesses and getting co-
operation from: ,o,t.her._}mtnesses !
and in at least one:case has
endangered:the life of a wit-
ness — a:possible witness — so
that whatever ~timetable . we

- might have.had befo’l;e is some-
what extended now.”. .

Whiit Does-He Know? .-
" Just what foes hé krow at
is point? .

!:hgwpglll, I can’t sum it up in
terms of individuals or what
might turn out to be evidence. I
can say that we l}ave_ been in-

vestigating the roie.ot ‘the city
ofslggw Ogrleans',m the assagsi-
naticn ‘of, President ", Kennedy,
and we have ‘made some "prog-
ress — I think substantial prog-
ress. At least we were making
progress " until the newspapers

revealed ‘a number of . details.”

The district attorney refused
to go into the question of wheth-

. er only Lee Harvey Oswald was

i the: assassination of
i?::?ilxg E Dallas Nov..22, 1963.

“T'd rather nof, gomment on

" Garrison said. o o

m?‘tf w1(1;1 say this, that from our
inquiry :into-the matter, there is
no question ‘at all’ that other in-
dividuals were involved in the !
initial planning in the New Or-
leans area-which culminated in:
sath - of ‘President Kenne:

ited P,r-é:,ss.‘ : Inbem?ﬁrgxg

ted. David L‘gﬂas ~a former
g‘;iovate etective, ’sayingfivg‘
persons’ now in New Orleans:
were involved with Oswald and,

he knows their identities.
Waits Garrison 'Okay _

ﬁewis, a bus station express

iattomey, said Oswald ang Jack

hanater wno worked: as a pri-

vate investigator here in the

months before the assassina- -
tion, said he has the names of '
the five but ‘would not disclose
them until permitted to. do .so.
by Garrison,) L ' ]
In Miami,'a Cuban exile, Ber-
T 32, who he], e

ec Tvice guard President

Kennedy in Miami . four days

before "the assassination, said

Garrison had engaged him te
look into ' the background of
. some Cubans reported to have
been with Oswald shortly before|
the shooting in Dallas,

Torres said he believes the

Warren Commission — which
said its exhaustive investigation
showed there was no credible
evidence that anyone else was
implicated — will be proved
incomplete. :
" Torres said he had seen photo-
graphs of Oswald with some|:
Cubans reportedly taken in New
‘Orleans . shortly -before the
assassination, -

Torres said he had made sev-
eral trips between Miamij and
New Orleans in connection with
the Garrison investigation and
would ‘leave today for New
Orleans. - o

He declined to discuss a re-
port that Oswald had  visited

+Miami to talk with Cubans,

Took Part in Invasion

Nor would he taik about re-
ports that some ‘exiles, anj
at - Kennedy’s failure to take
action which might have saved
the unsuccessful 1961 Bay of
Pigs invasion, were talking
about killing the President, .

Torres was a member of the
i'n_vgsion brigade. He now is
military ccordinator of jtg vet-
érans organization, called Byi.
ade 2506, ' Lt

n Diego, Melvin Belli, an

Ruby, the man who slew Oswald
after Kenmnedy’s death, were in
New Orleans ‘at the same time
ut it was just a coincidence,
Belli, ‘who defended Ruby in
his trial for the slaying of Os.
wald, said he doés not believe
:hge,.was any plot to kill Ken.

He added that he knew Ruby

hgd activity in New Orleans and

with - Cuba, but he was ‘just

trying to ingratiate himself with
a wealthy Mafia type who wag
involved in Las Vegas gambling
ac’}lgixties.” .

S .was typical of Ryby’s
efforts to be identified with 51«5
::gthy .and  powerful, Bellj




