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: ""Dear Mr, Joesten:

| - during the two years the defense succesded in de.aying tus trial tne national prees -

- conspiracy to kill Kemnedy had been reduced -~ )y similar mpetition - t0 ap umaccep-

- While I attempted to follow the customs and athi s of tne legal profession by mf’uuzxng o1

c/o 2700 Tulane Avenue
- New Jrleans, Louisiana 70119
Janu wy 12, 1971

Thank you for your kind remarks about "a Hyritage of btone" *1am sure I don"t
have to tell you about the counter-atiack which it brought from major elements of the
American prees. I am particularly grateful for ysur incisive understanding of my objao=
tives in trying to communicate to the public the truth about the assassination of Pre- = "7
sident Kennedy and about what is happening to axirica. Consequently, altuough the book - \
moved fast I am afraid that I am reually reduced to seeking to arouss random individuals
concerning the reality which surrounds them, The great mass of the public seem to be .
happy captives of the fictions fed to them on te ievision and tue even more unreal fic-

 tiong announced daily from aashmgtom

- In your December lst issue of your truth .etter you observe that I havo not
shared with oy readers asll tnat we have developel, You are eéntirely correct.and 1 weuld
Judge“from such insight that you have spent a guid part of your life in intelligence .

‘work -, recognizing as you have omissions which are not referred to even indimctlp .

" From the beginning I huve hud the provlem of having to withnold a good part of .

‘what ve, at first; stumbled across and, subsequeitly, developed by sundreds of nours
.of digging in sterile s0il. The problem his been that I am, firat of all, a prosscutor,

By american custom and by my own inclination to .ean over backwards to assure Qlay :
Shaw a failr trial I refused to comment on the spicific facts of the case. Consequantly,.

indulged itself in a carnival of speculation tha: left reality far behind.lLater, it L
did not hesitate to give me full credit for its vild speculations so that by tha tinme s
of the trial I found myself as more or leps the ntrepreneur of what had already been =~
established in the public mind as a circus. Witn:sses whom we had located by the most =~
painstaking methods wore universally denounced f)r falling short of the intellectual
level of Bertrand Russell or for lacking the sar:orial elegance and suvoir faire of °
Lord Mountbatten. The story of the trial itself )y mindless speculaticn in countless
tabjoids bad been reduced to a tawdry melangs of coincidence supported by witneases . .0 v -
whom no responsible prosscutor would ever precen: in a court of law. Moreover, the .

Py
tys

table plot hatched in New Orleans (waking it imnm ‘dldtGl%um(!&nJ.D(,lQSH by a motley.
collection of characters who plainly could not ccesstully have robbe a small

restaurant,
In othar words, the government did not was .@ the two yeara' dalay it obtainado

Gl

: SRR 'lhis aasunption is incorrect, 1 hava nover bien for even one miw._ns in ;Lntell genc@

.
LR 4

* See my review of Mr, Garrison's book in the De :ember 1, 1970 issue of TRUTU: Lr"l'lbﬂu
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work, though 1 have aTitten a number of b..oku on tne suvject.
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" to commont on the case ahoad of trial -- hardly : goud start in a battle against ths =
~dirty txicks division of a rajor intelligence AEeDCY =~ Lhe cape wis Lern Lo pistes s

ahead of time .oreover, by the time of trial the defease had absiined, wrough o mopt
eflective penetration of wy offica, copies of ajl of our filen sy weil ag our trial cut.’
Hrer. loasmuch ap nOs” of Amarica still bLeliever tit domesiie inteliigence does not
extat hare (excopt in the form of nric ambler anc Grahsm Gresnus novels, ag wall as alfrad
Hitcheock filun) nothing could have bean accomplished by a pubiic comuent vicept to add .

ot my unbelfavability. Ths matter of my ersdulity had bgen gteadily worked on for sems
timo by thoce news orpene close to tie govermieni o whicii is to suy virtually every
Bajer news medium. Laast of all wis thers any use in mentioning the atimmpt to accomplish -
a falge arrest of we at 8 major airport. That wotld have brougut tne strait Jacket for
sure, B . .

'S0 I learned to read the twisted naws articles and learned te look at the distorted

cartoons, steadily pounding awiy ut the question of my wental conditinon, until the time

for trig) finally arrived, By tiat tine, however, the eflectiveness of tue counter-sfiort

ggaingt us and the dewonstrated hopelessness of cxplainingtto friends what had nappenaed

in Dallag - and why it had nappened ~- had mude it clear timt tne meal was too rich for

the average jury of anericans. It would sinply v ve been unbeligvable .. and, furthermcre,

uen of thne intelligenca backgrounds and notivey could not be ihtroduced in 4 eourtroom.,

It had become apparent that any recitation of fu l actuaiity would be precisely as belin-

vable to tha Average juror as alice in wonderlan:, Conaequentlyﬁ I made tne decision to

present to the jury the sinpler aspects of the C .88 ~ widich is to say, the pre-ascussinatio

conditioning of Oswald in few Orleans ( 8, Creat .on of the sCapexoat pattern; b, The

"Cubanization"” of Uswald, never ussd later appar ntly as the resuit of a "swap-out" mada

between the rewaining civilian lesaderanip and tn. uswly domibunt military leadersnip).

Understand:ibly, the logicul oibjection (ani it did indeed prove insupecrible) i thnt
such au oversimplified approiach fails to give a .eason for tne conspiracy. Howaver, from
the legal point of viaw it was preferaole bacuug: the conwpiracy atatute in Louisianag
Tequires no evidence as to a Xz2ason, In contrust tne full 2xplarution - I folt we yag
simply tob sophisticaied for accaptance by wmy Co \ntrymen who, brought up on a duily diet%
of the Pledga of 4llegiance and tne Star Spangle ! Banner wers not ready to accept that
history had brought america to the poiut of o ccip d'état, 1o make & long story slioTs,

I failed - in my judgment -- to take into accoult that, the law notuithetanding, thy
Jurors as pracuical men would impose upon tue fu:ts their own requirement of a reason,
The result, of course, was that strong as most ¢ the State witnesses wers - and taey
- ware, for the wont part, contriry to the report: se of the national media -~ the jurors n
appear to have informally Tequired for themselvey a ressgn for the defendant's actions we
and, in terms of their own life styles, rone wac pregeatable., In 3:0rt; we came buck ‘
to the point I made in wy book that the anadovwy ravificatiouns of a astional coup dlutat
are simply 2ot presentable in a state court, To tiis can be added the additional burden
that in the smerics of today eveun the intellectals, for the o3l pari, ars quite unawars
of tne uirrival of the varfure state. In the U.S. Senate, for eXanple -~ after tne count-
l2ss strocities we fave committed in Viet lam a: i after tue murders here st nome, oo
eloquent in their keaLing that they cry out for recoghition, we have only, awout twenty
Senators out of the one hundred who show Bigns « £ awarensss of tie disucter widich hag - |

- %0 much for the Fast and why 1 have "pL: yed my cards close to ny vest’, go to
-8peak, I wrote tie .bhook w- wostly done at nignt, in anticipation that it would ultinately
be my only opporturity to communiedts to those thoge minds were open to urderstanding, = |
Hore, also, as you sanged Lo accurately, I withisld inforwation in various sectory, I.
did this degpite tne conscious loss of effect i &0me areas bec:iuse I atill s, first
of all, a presecutor and I still intend to obtain some couvictions of gyen associated

¢ . with the angassination, even though «w ag 1 was now able to revesl in By book « the |
.., New Orleang activity was limited ang Preparator. to tne assassination ( and Ry Jjuxd s
© diection does not axtend beyond Key Orleans to I llas op . most unfoxiunately w= to

' Waghington), It was not a mitter of caution bec: ite once it bacane apparent that Jokn

. Kenredy md ‘baen killed in a coup d'etat, part which wag orchestrated here, I havo i
. DeVer given any thought to caution, For thut ma ter, I did not expsct to livé'this‘long;‘W
tbllt ‘apparantly 1 stlimbled out into the 'l,':i,l’«'ht bﬁ?‘_b‘?‘n they wmma wana,. SErma N e e
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" insight and your temacity. I am go glad you exist.

© - your favorable comments.,

~.the continuation of tno "Panel Review" and "Tha Truth about Chappaquiddick" to the =

. in that or subsequent issues. J.J. -

. . A
- In any event, prosecutions remain here to be completed and I nave taken paine to o
avoid giving any of the potential defendante causs to complain sbout unfuimess in
ever the mout remote form. Set for Jamwary 19th (if federal court does not delay us)
is tne Cliy Shiw triul for perjury, You will recill that Shas testified under oath oo
that he did not kncw Lee Harvey Oewald nor David Ferris. se huve withesses who contra= - .
vena this. : : ' S,
Then we nuve the Kerry Thornley trial for perjury before the Grand Jury. Thornmley,
ag you will recall, was a major withess -~ indeel, _t_l)_:,_g wajor witness as to Oswald®s = -
"deranged" and "Communist” tendencies, Thornley testified tuat he had not eeen Oswald P
since Toro darine days, however, we located witnssses who bad seen him in New Orleans
with Oswald. Shortly ufter the assussination, Tromley moved to Arlimgton, Virginia =
a suburb of washington, J.C., where he stayed urtil ne testified betfore the a.arren

lomigsion in the sumuer of 1964, : ‘

Then we hive coming up the trials of the mer who ootained our files and our trial
brief for the federal government (whieh is to say, for the defendants -~ it is all
the same). :

Thus, ng you can see, although we luve lLiold only of the big toe, so to speak, we
are nol letting go. This is why I have been go circumgpect in my account in my book — -
g0 as not to givem them an excuse to ovade prosvcution. 1ne same logic was applied
throughout to individuals in the Pentagon-warfuie-~complex structure wio migint nave
delayed publication by meuns of an injunction or wiiose power might nave frightened off
& potential publisher. These are tle primary reasons for my indirection and generali- ‘
ties in many aveas. There are also other spscifics wiich well may Live frozen a publi~
sher into inaction. So I told the siory, from tue insighte I had guined, weil euough
to zet it published but not so well that it would be foo hot for them to handle, In
any event, 1 can issure you.that 1 will not be vacking-up one incn and they will not =
be able t0 delay the trials forever, - . S

0f course;, you are right in your critique >f my generalivation that all coups :
d’etat need a scapegoat, I siiould nave qualifiedl that by saying tuat in & country of - "
libsrtarian tradition, where the people still balisve the government is theirs, it is -
wise to use & scapegoat =o as not to awaken them, - ‘ ’ }

I thani you not only for your kind remarks, but for your excsllent works, your B

_— Warmest regards, » ; Ly e 4
e . ‘ (signed) Jim Garrison K ' o
Thers followe a handwritten postsecript: ‘ ‘ L

"deritage” is moving well over here and is already in ite 3rd edition, although
the printer failed to change the plate in tiis regard so tnat the 3rd edition still
Teads "second impression". The book is not available in eome cities and we are present-
ly engaged in finding out how the government accomplished this. ' o o

I am curious that no European countiries leve shown any interest in publishning it. . -
Certainly its authenticity has been validated by the hostility it received from the .-
government artillery in the national media (N,Y.Times, L.d. Times etc.) Interestingly *
encugh, once it got past the initial artillery barrmge, the reviews began to appear . « - .
in independent newspapers and thay bhave all basn favorable. again, thunk you for

Best regards
* (signed) Jim Carrison

Notss Becauge of the length of this unusual document, it is necessary to postpone .. o

next issue, - I also intend to comment on certiin aspects of kr. Garrison's lettar . .




