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ecute five: students who lowered
the American flag during recent
demonstrationd‘at Southern Uni-
versity in New Orleans has met
with attacks'fram two fronts.
ynn French,:co-chairman of
the school’s Afro-American -So-
ciety, -said . that “if all charges
J|are not dropped, escalation. will
continue” at- SUNO,
French blamed Garrison’s de-
.jcision to prosecute the five on
: “pressure from 'white racist

{to Garﬂson on behalf of the 27
‘;veng‘wh ' were arrested dir-

weeks of “studen
demonstrations was one of the
reasons the students declded t
return to ‘class, "

* Charges agamst 22 othet dem
.onstrators “ have “either - beer
‘ dropped or ;moved to municipa.

court;but- *the( five ;whom -Gar.
{risoh will prosecute ‘are’ acculsec
:{of -actually - taking. down " thi
\|American’ flag. Two of .the five
J|lare Vietnam veterans, - aecard-
(}ing to the American Civil Liber-

[torney. " Jih - Garrison “to  pros-|¢

i{politicians.” Earlia', ‘Gov. John}
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ties. Union of Louisiana. = .-
Garrison 'said the ﬁvewill be

brought to itrial | his. of:
! ﬁce is not permitted 1o overlook
the Louisiana law. which; specifi-
cally ‘forbids desecration of the

{American flag.

{ JFrench said, “Nothing has
been done, no demands have
|been; miet, .s0. ' see. no . ather
Jiway but for us to escalate our
Jactivities;*: but: he did' not: say
,what form t{h “eﬂcala
Iwould take, &' 4ME B0r
. The,~ACLU, meanwhil ..has
urged Garrison. to, drop the
charges. . The ACLU says that
the;. . students:.,

formality” in loﬁéﬁng f.he ﬂag
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A{ I additlon, say’ JU;
'|*since the removal (of the ﬂag)
was peaceful and symbolic it is
protected- cdnduct *under “the
First Amendment to the Umted
. Stateg Constitution.”. "

“The * ACLY attacked Pohce
Superintendent Joseph I. Giar-
+|russo. for seeking “to prevent|
H...,: the protests themselves”
rather than the handling of the
flag.” His -attempt to .apply -the|
'|flag desecration statute to’the
five. students is a ‘“‘sham,” ac-
cording to the ACLU. o

Giarrusso, charged the ACLU
has made “‘an unconstitutional
attempt - to 'stifle free speech
and protest in New, Orleans. "

The five students who will be
bmught 46 trial' areRonald L.
Fernandez; 1438 Touro; - Vallery
Ferdnand IIT, 2517 St. Matrice;
Norman - Lee Williams, 2218%
Baronne; ‘Lawrence Joseph Ter-
rel, 4103 Holly . Grove, and




