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February 20, 1967 

BY LIAISON 

The Sunday editions of two Washington, D. C., 
newspapers for February 19, 1967, carried articles indicating 
that District.Attorney Jim Garrison in New Orleans, Louisiana, 
is conducting an investigation of the assassination of the 
late Prosidont John Fitzgerald Kennedy. Allogedly Garrison 
claims that the Warren Commission Report is inaccurate in 
stating Leo Harvey Oswald acted alone in the assassination 
of President Kennedy. 

Enclosod is a momorandum which sots forth a concise 
summary of the results of our investigation of Leo Harvey 
Oswald from April, 1963, when he returned to New Orleans from 
Dallas, Texas, until Septomber, 1963, when ho traveled to 
Mexico City, Mexico. Also sot forth is information in our 
files concorning District Attorney Garrison and data 
concerning Miguel Torres and David William Ferrie who are • 
mentioned in these newspaper articles. 

I thought this information would bo of interest to 
the President. Additional pertinent information concerning 
this matter that comes to our attention will be immediately 
furnished to you. 

smiksual • This data is also being furnishod to the Acting 
Attorney General. 

Honorable Marvin Watson 
Special Assistant to tbo President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

1 - Mr. DoLoach 
1 - Mr. Wick 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. J. R. Malley 
1 . Mr. W. A. Branigan 
1 - Mr. Raupach 
1 - Ur. Lenihan 

. 	4. 



0 .; 

Honorable Marvin Watson 

NOTE: 

See memorandum W. A. Branigan to W. C. Sullivan 
dated 2/19/67; captioned "The Assassination of President ' 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy; November 22, 1963; Dallas, 'Masi" 
prepared by REL:KKR:sal. 
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February 20, 1
967 .. 

ASSASSINATION 
OF PRESIDENT 

JOIN. FITZGERA
LD KENNEDY 

NOVEMBER 22, 1
963, DALLAS, .

TEXAS 

The Sunday edi
tions of the "

Washington Pos
t" and 

the "Washingto
n Evening Star

" dated Februa
ry 19, 1067, c

on-

tained article
s reporting th

at District At
torney Jim Gar

rison 

of New Orleans
, Louisiana, w

as conducting 
an investigati

on 

of the assassi
nation of the 

late President
 Kennedy and w

as 

claiming that 
the Warren Com

mission Report
 is inaccurate

 in 

stating that L
ee Harvey Oswa

ld acted alone
 in the assass

ination. 

Garrison did n
ot furnish det

ails of his in
vestigation to

 the 

press, but sta
ted that arres

ts will be mad
e, charges wil

l be 

filed, and con
victions will 

be obtained. 

The newspaper 
articles indic

ated that Migu
el Torres, 

a 26-year-old 
Cuban who form

erly lived_ on
ly a block from 

Ouwaldle last 
known Now Orle

ans addresir, 
is known to be

 

connected with
 the investiga

tion conducted
 by the Distric

t 

Attorney's off
ice. The "Wash

ington Evening
 Star" article

 

also reported 
that David Wil

liam Perrie, a
 part-time pri

vate 

investigator a
nd operator of

 a New Orleans flying
 service, 

informed the p
ress that the 

District Attor
ney's office i

nformed 

him it had "po
sitively uncov

ered a plot in Now Orlean
s to 

assassinate Kennedy." 

James C. Garri
son, District 

Attorney in Ne
w Orleans, 

Louisiana, is 
a former Speci

al Agent of th
e Federal Bure

au 

of Investigati
on. He entered

 on duty with 
this Bureau on

 

March 5, 1051,
 and resigned 

on July 24, 10
51, to enter m

ilitary A 

service. His s
ervices with t

his Bureau wer
e satisfactory

. 

Garrison was e
lected Distric

t Attorney, Pa
rish of 

Orleans, New O
rleans, Louisi

ana, and took 
office in May,

 1962. ,;!N 

On November 1 and 2, 1962, the New Orleans "Time
s-Picayune" 	

...4, 

• carried 
statements by Garrison charging that the parish

 

criminal-court
 judges were c

logging up the
 city jail and

 

delpying justi
ce by taking e

xcessive vacat
ion periods. 

Follow-,%-  

lagrauch charges, the ju
dges involved 

institmted a defamation  

REL:lag  
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ASSASSINATION OF PRE
SIDENT 

JOUN FITZGLRALD KENN
EDY 

charge against Garr
ison. The trial rec

eived nation-wide 

publicity and Garris
on wee found guilty 

on February 6, 1963.
 

of the charges and was 
fined $1,000. Garri

son appealed his 

conviction and on No
vember 34, 1964, the

 United States Supre
me 

Court reversed the 
conviction of Garri

son. The United Sta
tes • 

Supreme Court bold t
hat the element of'd

oliberate malice was 

lacking in the state
ments attributed to 

Garrison regarding 

the trial judged in
volved. 

A confidential sourc
e who has furnished 

reliable 

information in the p
ast has informed thi

s Bureau that Garris
on 

is politically ambi
tious. Our New Orle

ans Office has advi
sed 

that rumors have bee
n circulating in the

 city of Now Orleans
 

indicating Garrison 
may be a candidate f

or Lieutenant Govern
or 

of the State of Loui
siana in the next el

ection to be held 

In December, 1067. 

Following the assass
ination of President

 Kennedy. 

this Bureau conducte
d an extensive inves

tigation in New Orlea
ns, 

Louisiana, concernin
g Oswald's residence

 there from April, 

1903, to September 2
5, 1903, when be lof

t New Orleans to 

travel to Mexico Ci
ty, Mexico. Followi

ng his move to New 
Orleans 

from Dallas, Texas, 
in April, 1963, Oswa

ld, responding to a 

newspaper advertisem
ent, obtained a ponition with Villias $.

-Roily Company, Inco
rporated, an enterpr

ise engaged in the 

roasting, grinding, canning, bagging, and selling of coffee. 

Oswald's task was th
e lubrication of the

-oompany's machinery
. 

Oswald obtained an a
partment at 4005 Mag

azine Street and 

made arrangements fo
r his wife, Marina, 

and his child to joi
n 

him in Now Orleans. On July 19
, 1903, Oswald was 

dismissed 

by the Roily Company
 because of ineffici

ency and inattention
 

to his work. 

On July 25, 1903, Os
wald received anothe

r personal 

setback when he was 
notified that, in re

sponse to the reques
t 

for review which he 
bad made in 1982, hi

s undesirable discha
rge 

tiom the United S
tates Marine Corps 

bad boon affirmed. 
It 

was during the same 
period that Oswald b

egan to evidence 

thoughts of returnin
g to the Soviet Unio

n or going to Cuba. 

On July 24, 1963, Os
wald applied for a n

ow passport, which 

ho received on the f
ollowing day. 

In into May and earl
y Juno, 1963, Oswald

 apparent

• 

ly . 

had begun to formula
te plans for creatin

g a New Orleans 

branch of the Fair 
Play for Cuba Commi

ttee. Using a false
 

1. 
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name, Oswald ordered a number of printed 
circulars; demanding 

"hands off Cuba" in large letters, and a
pplication forms and 

membership cards for the proposed chapte
r. On August 5, 

1963, he visited a store managed by Carl
os Dringuier, a Cuban 

refugee and avid opponent of Castro and 
the New Orleans 

delegate of .the Cuban student directorat
e. Oswald indicated 

an interest in Joining the struggle against Castro. 

On August 9, 1963, Bringuier saw Oswald p
ass out 

Fair Play for Cuba Committee leaflets. B
ringuier and Oswald 

got into a dispute which resulted in thei
r arrests for dire-

turbing the peace. Oswald pleaded guilty to the charges 
against his and paid a $10 fine. 

On August 17, 1963, Oswald appeared on a
 radio 

program in New Orleans representing himse
lf to be a member 

of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. On 
August 21, 1963, 

Oswald engaged in a debate on another radio program at which 

time he defended the Castro regime. and discussed Marxism. 

During this period, Oswald wrote several
 letters 

to Y. T. Lee, the National Director of the Fair
 Play for Cabs 

Committee. Oswald informed Leo in exaggerated terms 
of his 

activities in New Orleans. Ho also wrote
 to the Commtniet 

Party in New York City and informed Comm
unist Party officials 

of his activities. On September 23, 1963
, Oswald left 

New Orleans by bus en route to Mexico Ci
ty. 

dr t; 

During the course of our investigation of
 Oswald's 

activities in New Orleans, we received no
 evidence that 

Oswald was in personal contact with pre-C
astro Cubans nor 	• 

any indication that ho might be involved 
in an assassination 

plot with others to kill President Kenne
dy. 

In the "Washington Pont" article, mentio
ned above, 

it is reported that Miguel Torres is 
known to be connected 

with the investigation being conducted 
by the District Attorney 

in Now Orleans. On October 25, 1962, thi
s Bureau received 

a complaint that Miguel Torres, along with his fa
ther, mother, 

and two brothers, was pro-Castro in his b
elief. It was, also 

alleged that the Torres family had a sho
rt-wave radio in their 4; 

, home for the purpose of receiving Cub
an broadcasts. We 

initiated invoatigation of Miguel Torres
 and other members • 

• of his family on the basis of s
uch allegations but found no 

information to corroborate such allegati
ons. Our invontigation • 

. 	 • 	• 
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did disclose that Miguel Torres had a criminal record. Be • 
was arrested February 1, 1959, on an armed robbery chaige 
and was sentenced on October 2, 1959, for a period of ten 
years in the State Penitentiary. On February 2, 1961, be 
was discharged from the Louisiana State Penitentiary. Be 
was arrested again on September 5, 1064, by the New Orleans 
Police Department on burglary charges and was sentenced to 
nine years in the Louisiana State Penitentiary. In September, 
1064, be was also arrested by the Bureau of Narcotics for 
violation of the Federal Narcotics Law. Ho was sentenced 
on January 0, 1965, to three years in a Federal Penitentiary 
with the sentence to begin after completion of the nine-year 
sentence in the Louisiana State Penitentiary. 

During the course of our investigation of the 
assassination, we developed no information indicating 
acquaintanceship or contact between Ice Harvey Oswald and 
Miguel Torres. • • 

In the,"Washington Evening Star" article, mentioned 
above, it was reported that David William Ferrier, part-time 
private investigator and operator of a New Orleans flying 
service, stated the Now Orleans District Attorney's office 
informed him it had "positively uncovered a plot in New Orleans 
to assassinate Kennedy." Imsodintely - following the assassination 
of the late President Kennedy, this Bureau-received an allegation 
that Lee Hervey Oswald may have been acquainted with David 
William Ferrio through a Civil Air Patrol group in New Orleans. 
The source of such allegation stated that Ferrie was an 
amateur hypnotist and the source felt that Ferrio may have 
hypnotized Oswald and planted a post-hypnotic suggestion that 
Oswald kill President Kennedy. We also received allegations 
that Ferric), a qualified pilot, was to fly Oswald from Dallas 
following his assassination of President Kennedy. 

Wo conducted extensive inquiries concerning the 
allegations surrounding Ferries  including interviews of Ferris. 
We developed no evidence that Ferric knew Oswald or that 
Forrie was involved in the assassination of President Kennedy. 

On February 19, 1957, our New Orleans Office advised 
. that tho New Orleans "Times-Picayune" newspaper for February 10, 
1007, carried an article which indicated that Ferrio stated 
the investigation of the assassination carried on by District 
Attorney Garrison is a "big Joke." Ferric* reportedly told 
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a New Orleans reporter that he had been pe
gged as the 'get.. 

away pilot in an elaborate plot to kill
 President Kennedy.' 

Perri* has contacted our New Orleans Of
fice and has stated 

he plans to take civil action against t
hose accusing his 

of being involved in a plot to kill Presiden
t Kennedy. 

NOTI: 
See memorandum Branigan to Sullivan dat

ed 2-19-67, 

captioned same, prepared by REL/KMR:sal
. 
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