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February 20, 1967 .

BY LIAISOX
- . 1 - Mr. Deloach
'—\/ : - : _ 1 - Mr, Wick
i Honorable Marvin Watson -1 = Nr, Rosen
Spocinl Assistant to tho President 1 = Mr. W. C. Sullivan

1l - Mr. ’J. R. “alle’

1l = Mr, W, A. Branigan
1 - M¥r. Raupach

1 « ir., Lenihan

The Yhite House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Watsons

) -

RAY R VW
o 4”&

The Sunday editions of two Washington, D. C.,
newspapers for February 19, 1967, carried articles indicating
that District_Attorney Jim Garrison in New Orleans, Louisiana,
is conducting an investigation of the assassination of tho
late Prosidont John Fitzgorald Keanedy. Allogedly Garrison

M clains that the Warrem Coumigsion Report is imaccurate in
stating Leo Narvoy Oswald acted alone in tho assassination
of President Kenneody.

-

W) Lokt

~ UHIGINAL FTLED IV )

- Enclosod is a memorandum which scts forth a concise
sumnary of tho rosults of our investigation of Lec Harvey
Oswnld from April, 1963, when he roturncd to New Orleans from
- Dallas, Texas, until Scptomber, 1963, whon heo travelod to
* Moxico City, Mexico. Also sot forth is inforumation in our
f1los concorning District Attorney Garrison and data

concorning Miguel Torres and David ¥illiam Forrie who are -
mentioned in these newspaper articlos.

I thought this information would bo of interest to
the President. Additional pertinont information concorning
this mattor that comes to our attention will be immediately
furuished to you. .

' ENGLGSURE * This data i8 also boing furnishod to the Acting
Attorney Goneral,

62~109060 ' " Sincoerely yours,
1, -~ 103-82533 -
~  (Lee Narvey Oswald) . ba’loqo ?’0 -
<1>7C¥2_10909° 1ssion Roport) ~~ © T SOT TRCOrSED
- .CAwarren Commission Ropor o RECOLDED -
2 ' 0P e - 199 FEB 241967 -
Enclosure, - - )
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Honorable Marvin Watson

NOTE: .
——

See memorandum
dated 2/19/67; captioned
John Fitzgoerald Kennedy;

prepared by REL:KMR:sal.
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W. A. Branigan to ¥, C. Sullivan
“The Assassination of President
November 22, 1963; Dallas, Toxas}™
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Fobruary 20, 1967

' ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT . - L
RALD KENNEDY ) : :

1063, DALLAS, TEXAS s;_.

The Bunday editions of the vgashington Post™ and

the "Washington Evening Star” dated February 19, 19067, con*
tained articles reporting that pistrict Attorncy Jim Garrisonm
of New Orlcans, Louisiana, was conducting an investigation

of the assassination of the ‘ Kenncdy and was
claiming that tha Warren Connission Report is inaccurate im
-gtating that Loe Oswald acted alone in the assaasination.
Garrison did not furnish details of his investigation to the
press, but stated that charges will be

filed, and convictions will be obtained.

1nd1cated that Miguel Torres,
a 26-year-old Cuban who formerly jived only 8 block from
Oowald's last kpown New Qrloang addreses, 18 known to be
connected with the gnvestigation conducted by the pistrict
Attorney's office. The
also reported that
investigator and operator ot ng service,
informed tho press that the pistrict Attorney'a office informed
him it had “positivoly uncovered 8 plof 4n Now Orleans to
asaassinate Kennody."”

The newspaper articles

A4

pistrict Attorney 4n New Orleans,
Agent of the Federal Bureau

Janas C. Garrison,

Louisiann, is a formeXr special o
of Investigntion. Ho entered on duty with this Burecau on .3
¥arch 5, 1951, snd regigned on July 24, 1051, to enter military #&
gorvice. Hiis services with this puresu were gatisfactory. by

Phd

elected pistrict Attorney, parish of )
New Orloans, fouisiand, apd took office in May, 19062,
1062, the Nev Orleans “Ttmes-vicayuno" ‘

carriod statomonta by Garrison charging that the parish :
jail and s

excessive vacation periods. tollov-%%

My

Garrison was
Orleany,

e PYY.Y. ")

ing’ such charges, the judges involve jnstityted 8 defamation =
iy T g
2) 6-g2555 (Oswald) ) GRUES a2 -19:99 98 —

SEE NOTE, PAGE 8
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chargo against Garrison. The trinl received nation-wide ,
publicity and Garrison was found guilty on Fobruary 6, 1963,

of tho charges and was finod $1,000. Garrison appenled his
conviction and on Novenber 24, 1964, the United Statos Supreme
Court reversed the conviction of Garrison. The United States
Suprcme Court pold that the eloment of doliberato malice was '
1acking 4in tho statemonts attributed to Garrison regarding

the trial Judges involved. : _

A confidential source who has furnisbod rclianble
information in the past has g{nformod this Burcau that Carrison
is politically anbitious. Our New Orleans 0ffice has advised
that rumors havo beon circulating in the city of Now Orleans

. {ndicating Garrison aay be a candidate for Lieutenant Governor

-

of the 8tato of Louisiana in the poxt election to be held
in Deconber, 1967. e’ MR ":j : .

Following tho assassination of President Kennedy,
this Bureau conducted an ¢cxtensive {nvestigation 4n New Orleans,
Louisiana, concerning Ogvald's rosidence there from April,
1863, to Bepteuber 25, 1963, when ho left New Orleans to

travel to Mexico City, Mexico. Following his move to New Orleans

fron Dallans, Texes, in April, 1963, Oswald, responding to &
nowapaper advortisemont, obtained a ponition with ¥Willien B.

-Roily Company, Incorporated, an enterprise engaged in the

roasting, grinding, canning, bagging, ngg_-olling of coffeo.
Oswald's task was the lubrication of the company's machinery.
Oswnld obtained an apartusent at 4003 Magazine stroet and
mndo arrangencnts for his wifo, Marina, and his child to join
him in Now Orleans. On July 19, 1063, Osvald was disoissed
by the Reily Company because of inegficliocncy end innttention
to his work.

On July 23, 1663, Oswanld received another personal
setback when he was potificd that, in response to the request
for review which he had wade in 1982, his undesirable discharge
from tho United states Marine Corps hod boon affirmed.

was during tho snmo period that Oswald began to evidence
thoughts of roturning to tho Soviet Union or going to Cuba.

On July 24, 1963, Oswald applied for a nov passport, which

ho recoived on the following day.

o In 1lnto M¥ay and darly June, 1963, Onwald apparenily .
had begun to formulato plans for creating & Kew Orloans .
branch of the Fair Play for Cuba Comnitteo. Using a false
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"' 4t 1s reported that Kiguel Torres is known to be connocted

. time he defendod the Castro regize and discussed Marxism,
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name, Oswald orderod & nunber of printed circulars, denanding .
“hands off Cuba” in large letters, and application forms and ggg
pembership cards for tho proposed chapter. On August 85, -
1963, he visited a store managed by Carlos Bringuier, & Cuban e
refugeo and avid opponent of Castro and the New Orleans i

delegate of the Cuban atudont directorate. Oswnld indicated g
an interest in joining the struggle against Castro. .

On August 9, 1963, Bringuier saw Oswald pass out ¥
Fair Play for Cuba Committee leanflets. Bringuier and Oswald :
got into a disputo which resulted in thoir arrests for dis~-
turbing the peace. Oswald ploaded guilty to the charges
against him and paid a $10 fine.

On August 17, 1963, Oswald appoared on a radio
program in New Orloanns represcating himself to be a membor
of the Fair Play for Cuba Committce. On August 21, 1863,
Oswald engaged in a dobate on anothor radio program at which

e s

puring this period, Oswald wrote soveral lettors
to V. T. Lee, the Natiounal pircctor of the Fair Play for Cuba
Committco. Oswald informed Loc in exaggerated tornms of his
activities in New Orleans. He also wrote to the Communist
Party in Ncw York City and informed Comrunist Party officlals
of his activitios. On Scptember 25, 1963, Oawald left
Nev Orleans by bus en route to Mexico City. .
puring the courso of our investigation of Oswald's
activities in New Orleans, wo raoceived no evidence that
Oswald was in porsonal contact with pro-Castro Cubans nor -
any indication that ho might be involved in an assaesination
plot with others to ki1l President Kennedy. :

1n the "Vashington Poat” article, mentioned above,

with the investigation being conducted by the District Attorney -%5

in Now Orleans. On October 23, 1963, tbis Bureau recoived My
a complaint that Miguecl Torres, aloug with his father, mother, o
and two brothers, was pro-Castro in his belief. It was also -3
alleged that the Torres family had s short-wave radio in their i
. homa for the purposo of receiving Cuban broadcasts. Ve g%
. initiated invostigation of Miguel Torres and othor menbers A
of bis family on the basis of guch allegations but found no i
information to corroborate such allegations. Our tnvontigatlon'gf

., ., . . ' . ‘/-‘.
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d1d disclosc that Miguel Torres had a criminal record. Be
wag arrosted February 1, 1959, on an armcd robbery charge
and wasg sentenced on October 32, 1889, for a period of ten
years in tho Btate Penitentiary. On Fobruary 2, 1961, he -
was discharged from tho Louisiana State Ponitentiary. BHo
was arrosted again on Scptember 8§, 1064, by tho New Orleans
Police Department on burglary charges and was sontencod to
nine years in the Louisiana Statc Penitentiary. In September,
1964, ho was also arrested by the Bureau of Navcotics for
violation of the Federal Narcotics Law. Mo was sontenced
on January 6, 19865, to three yoars in a Fodoral Penitentiary
with the scntonce to begin aftor completion of the nino-year
sontenco in the Louisiana State Penitontiary.

During the courso of our investigation of the
assassination, we doveloped no information indicating
acqunintanceship or contact botweon lee llarvey Oswald and
Miguel Torres.
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. In the "Washington Evening Star" articloe, mcntioned
above, it was reportod that David Villiam Ferrie, part-time
private inveatigator and oporator of a New Orleans flying
sorvice, stated the New Orlecans District Attorncy’s office
informed him it had “positively uncovered a plot in New Orleans
to assassinate Kennody." Inuwodiatcly following tho assassination
of tho late President Konnedy, this Burcau-reccived an allegation

- that Lee Harvey Oswald may have beon acquainted with David
¥illiam Ferrie throurh a Civil Air Patrol group in New Orleans,
The source of guch allegation stated that Ferrie was an
amateur hypnotist and the source felt that Ferrio may have
hypnotized Oswald and planted a post-hypnotic sugpcation that
Oswald ki1l President Kennedy. Y%e also recelved allegations
that Forrie, & qualiffied pilot, was to f1ly Oswald from Dallas
following his agsassination of President Konnody.

. Wo conducted oxtensive inquiries concerning the T
allegations surrounding Ferrie, including interviews of Forrie. '
¥Wo developod no evidonce that Ferrie knew Oswald or that
Forrie was involved in the asgasoination of President Kennedy,

On February 19, 1057, our Kew Orleans Office advised
. that tho Ncw Orleans "Timcs-Picayune" newspaper for February 19,
1907, carried an article vhich indicated that Forrie stated
tha invostigntion of tho assaesination carried on by District
.Attorney Garrison is & "big Joke." Forrie reportedly told

’ , B - e
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a New Orleans reporter that he had been percged as the get=
awvay pilot in an olaborate plot to kill Prosident Kennedye.
Ferrie has contacted our New Orloans Office and has stated
he plans to take civil action against thoase accusing him
of boing involved in a plot to kill President Konnedy.

ROTE: .
Sce memorandum Branigan to Sullivan dated 2-19-67,
captioned same, prepared by REL/KKR:sal. Z R




