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L federal agents develop the
. pinball bribery case against|buttal witness.
. Garison. . /
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" By HEN&S
. NEW. ORLEANS—The trial

ury May Get

f

make their Qoaum. arguments

Monday,. and . the :case. is ex-

pected to go to the jury Tues-

of New Orleans. District Attor-day.

. hey Jim Garrison has ended.|.

The verdict could hinge on
Whether: the jury .believes
Pershing . Gervais, the burly
former policeman who helped

The trial ended with two
stormy days- of . testimony,
mainly by Gervais. Garrison
and Gervals wound up shout-
ing at each other as Gervais
testified -as a government re-

i

to have him come back from .
'Canada and change. his testi-
mony. - A
. “Mr. Garrison paid my bills
to bring my family back here -
to New Orleans,” Gervais said. |
" Garrison, acting as his own *
attorney, jumped to his feet
and said, “That is not true.”
Gervais shouted, “That is-

At one point, Gervais ac-

. ! Attorneys for both sides!cused .Garrison of arranging

o ]

ing you right in the eye.” -

[ -Gervais was Garrison’s chief.

investigator wuntil 1965 .and .
was his closest friend. He -
helped "~ federal agents make =
tape recordings of conversa- -
tions during which he alleg- -
edly gave bribe money to Garri--

son for the pinball industry.

The government found Ger- "
vais a job in Canada after ar- . .

Eﬂmimaﬁwumﬁgogmm_nk
June, 1971 . ) o

“‘On Friday, the last.day of
the trial, attorney Guy John-|
son testified Gervais was pre-
pared to sell oyt the govern-

,ment by the summer of 1972.

He said Gervals met with at-
torneys for pinball operators
charged along with Garrison
and said he would clear them
all for $100,000. U

The government backed up
Gervais’ testimony with' tape
recordings, testimony by fed-

absolutely true, and I'm look:

b
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eral agents and marked money
traced to Garrison. .
The night before Garrison
was arrested, the government
contends, Gervais gave Garri-
son $1,000 in bribe money that
bad been dusted with fluo-
rescent powder. When Garrison
was arrested, he had traces of
that powder on hig hands. Fed-
-eral agents also found money
with serial numbers they had
recorded in a desk drawer in
Garrison's home.

N

sarrison Case Tuesday

When the. moﬁwm.Bmuo

-ended its case, U.S, District
. Court Judge Herbert Christen-
“berry  said
. “ghundant ‘evidence, which if
< the jury believes it would lead
" to & conviction of all three de-
" fendants.” .Defense witnesses

there ~ was

then ‘asked for -a mistrial on

i  grounds the remarks. showed
. bias. The judge said -later,
. however, that this was “stock

language”\pften used in deny-

ing a motion for @ directed

verdict. . . . . :
Garrison’s defense was low
y. It consisted largely of tes-

»/- timony -‘by judges and assist-
-+ ant distriet attorneys who tes-

tified - he prosecuted pinball

~ cases vigorously.

+ Garrison produced a voice
expert, Dr. Louis' Gerstman,
who testified the tape record-
ings had been altered. Gerst-
man, a professor of psychol-
ogy and speech sciences at
New York City College, called
the tapes “a fraud and a fabri-
cation.” : s

‘The effect. of Gerstman’s
testimony was lessened by his
affected manner which made
members of the jury laugh.
The government accused him

tence” .

of “demonstrated Eowsuw.




