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BRIBERY DEFENSE HALTED

‘Garrison Witness About
to Speak on Tapes

By DON HUGHES
and JOHN McMILLAN
The pinball bribery and

conspiracy trial of Dist.
Atty. Jim Garrison and two
pinball executives conclud-
ed its fourth week in true
movie serial fashion Friday,
when the testimony of a
defense witness called by
Garrison was halted by a
government objection right
at the punch line.

The end of the week’s
testimony came as Louis
Gerstman, a professor of
speech and hearing sci-
ences at City College of
the City University of -
New York, was beginning
- to answer Garrison’s first
question on the validity
‘of a tape recorded con.
versation between the
DA and government in-
formant Pershing Ger-’
vais. ’
Garrison had just asked
Gerstman, who had been al-
lowed by U.S. District Court
Judge Herbert W. Christenherry
as an expert witness on voice
identification, if he had reached
a conclusion on the reliability of
the tape — one of four in which
Gervais allegedly was making a
$1,000 bribe payment to the DA.

Gerstman, also a psychology
professor who said he ad studied
magnetic tape relizbility since
1933, replied:

“Yes, I have reached the
conclusion that. , . .”

At that point the prosecution
raised an objection on the
grounds that it did not know the

Coat. in Sec. 1, Page 10, Col. 2
————

tape Gerstman received by spe-|
cial delivery mail on Sept. 8|
was indeed that which the gov-|
ernment said it recorded be-;
tween Garrison and Gervais on
Feb, 25, 1971. |

Attorneys for both sides |
then took part in a lengthy |
discussion at Judge Christen- |
berry’s bench, ending when |
the judge announced that the !
trial would be recessed until
10:30 a.m. Monday.

However, it won't be until
Tuesday when the court hears
the details of Gerstman’s con-

-clusion, since he will not be re-

turning to the stand until then.

_ EXPERT STATUS

The admission of Gerstman asi
an expert witness was objected;
to by Eric Gislesor. acting chief
of the Organized Crime Strike
Force here. on the grounds that|
the professor had admittedly lis-!
tened to and analyzed only onei
of the scores recordings of the'
defendants’ voices played ear-
lier in the trial. He added that
Gerstman said he had testified
in court only once before on the
subject of tape reliability.

Judge Christenberry over-
ruled Gisleson’s objection,
telling the jury that ordinarily -
witnesses are not permitted to
express opinions, hut in such :
cases when the jurors are lay- |
men in a subject, experts !
may express opinions “and
the jury ‘may accept the opin-
ion or not, as they see fit."”

Garrison is being tried along
with John Aruns Callery, a for-;
mer partner in New Orleans;
‘Novelty Co., and Robert E.,
Nims, owner of REN Enterpris-:
es, on charges of conspiring to’

obstruct justice by paying and,
‘accepting bribes to protect ille-!
'gal pinball machine gambling. |
|~ Callery and his attorney, Vir-|
igil Wheeler, rested their case
.earlier this week without pre-
‘senting a defense.
. OWN DEFENSE

In another surprise move ear-
;lier in the week, Garrison part-
‘ed ways with his two attorneys,
Fred J. Barnett of Boston,
lMass.. and Louis B. Merhige of
New Orleans, saying that they

had different philosophies on

how his defense should be con-
. ducted. |

Judge Christenberry allowed
this unusual move and Garrison|
has since assumed his own de-;
fense. i

Earlier Friday, Garrison!
called three witnesses who gave!
virtually identical testimony:
trat they were in Spain with!
Callery on Oct. 4, 1970. i
It was on that date that for-.
|mer police Capt. Frederick!
ISoule Sr. testified that he met!
iin New Orleans with Calleryl

¢

‘and Nims to receive bribe mon-

y

Y.
| REAL COUNTERFEIT

While on the stand late Fri-
!day, Gerstman said that he had
once prepared demonstiations
for the Audio Engineering Socie-
ty by splicing magnetic tapes to
change the structure of what a'
person had actyally said while
recording.

He said he had made tape:
splices “in a professional fash-;
‘ion” dozens of times and after-|
iwards demonstrated that the
isplices were not detectible upon!
Ivoice print analysis.-

The professor added that he
had found it possible to take
! words from a conversation
| and splice them together in a

different order so that when
" played the person js saying
. something entirely different.

These statements were in di-
rect contradiction to testimony
given during the early days of
the trial by Lt. Ernest Nash of
the Michigan State Police, also
icertified by the court as a voic
‘print expert. o

Lt. Nash, who was in court
Friday but did not take the
stand, had earlier testified that
it would be impossible to splice
a tape so.that it could not be

detected by an expert in the

field, such as himself.

He said he had analyzed all of
the government’s tapes and ver-
ified that they had not been;
spliced or altered in any other:
way. :
Additionally, a number of :
Internal Revenue Service ;
agents who participated in :
making the tapes with Ger- |

BEFORE PUNCH LINE -

vais' cooperation have testi- -
fied that they monitored the
conversations as they were
taking place, and the taped
conversations are the same as
those which they heard while
monitoring. ;

Gerstman said that it had es-
sentially always been his belief
that spectograms, or voice
prints, were not reliable in
voice identification.

However, Gisleson preduced a
letter, which the professor iden-
tified. written by Gerstman in
1971 in which he said in dact
that he had changed his opinion
on spectograms “in some de-

ASSISTANT DA’S

The only other defense wit-
nesses called Friday afternoon
were Mike Escudaier and Mi-
chael Karmizan, both assistant
DAs under Garrison.

Escudaier, now in charge of
narcotics cases, said Garrison
had never asked him to do

i anything improper or unethi-
i cal. L
! Karmizan, a former supervi-
isor of narcotics and vice cases, i
iincluding gambling cases, saidi
ihe had supervised the handling!
1and prosecution of many pinba.l:
‘payotf cases, acging that Garri-:
ison never interfered with such;
‘prosecution. :
; Garrison, Callery, Nims and;
iseven others who have since ei-|
ther pleaded guilty or had their
cases severed, all were arrested’
on June 30, 1971, and later in-
dicted by a federal grand jury.

The others, all of whom have;:
testified in.the current trial as
witnesses for the government,
are Soule, a former vice
squad commander who was as-!
signed to Garrison’s office at.
/the time of his.arrest: and for-|
‘mer police Sgt. Robert Frey,‘
then vice squad commander;

Also involved were Louis
Boasberg, owner of New Or-
leans Novelty Co.; Harby Marks'
Jr., an employe of Boasberg;
Lawrence Lagarde Sr. and John
Elms Jr., partners in TAC.
Amusement Co., and John Elmo
Pierce, owner of Pierce Amuse-
ment Co.

THREE CONTRADICT

During the morning session
;Garrison put on three witnesses




