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T
H

E
 S

T
A

T
E

S
-IT

E
M

 

 

 
 

IR
 w

asn't quite the sam
e as 

is years ago w
hen a sergeant 

and a private m
et in Jackson 

B
arracks shortly before W

orld 
W

ar II, b
u
t w

h
en

 D
ist A

tty
. 

Jim
 G

arrison and pizza parlor 
o
p
erato

r P
ersh

in
g
 G

erv
ais 

m
et th

is tim
e th

e sp
o
tlig

h
t 

w
as b

rig
h
ter. 

T
h
ere w

as little an
im

o
sity

 
b
etw

een
 th

e to
w

erin
g
 G

arri- 
so

n
, 5

2
, o

tfcn
 referred

 to
 as 

"th
e g

reen
 g

ian
t," an

d
 G

er- 
v
ais, 5

3
, as G

arriso
n
, actin

g
 

as h
is o

w
n
 atto

rn
ey

, ro
se to

 
q
u
estio

n
 th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t's 
star w

itness yesterday. 
T

h
e p

ro
secu

tio
n
 en

d
ed

 its 
p
la

n
n
e
d
 te

stim
o
n
y
 g

a
in

st 
G

arriso
n
 b

y
 callin

g
 h

is o
ld

 
A

rm
y
 b

u
d
d
y
. n

o
w

 liv
in

g
 in

 
. B

ro
o
k
h
av

en
, M

iss., in
 an

 at-
tem

pt to refute defense testi- 
m

ony that tape recordings he 
" secretly

 m
ad

e w
ere frau

d
u
-

lent. 
T

he governm
ent, under the. 

'd
irectio

n
 o

f U
.S

. A
tto

rn
ey

 
G

erald
 G

allin
g
h
o
u
se, in

tro
; 

duce&
 four secretly recorded 

co
n
v
erstaio

n
s b

etw
een

 G
er-

vais and G
arrison to prove its . 

co
n
ten

tio
n
 th

at th
e D

A
 to

o
k
 

payoffs to protect illegal pin- ' 
ball gam

bling. 

- G
A

R
R

IS
O

N
 H

A
S

 repeatedly ' 
d
escrib

ed
 h

is relatio
n
sh

ip
 

w
ith G

ervais as one of close 
friendship. 

G
arriso

n
 said

 h
e th

o
u
g
h
t 

G
erv

ais acted
 as a g

o
v
ern

-
m

en
t in

fo
rm

er b
ecau

se h
e 

" w
as "jam

m
ed

" an
d
 co

u
ld

n
't 

g
et o

u
t o

f it. 
"I can

 n
ev

er fo
rg

et w
h
en

 
w

e w
ere p

riv
ates an

d
 ser-

geants together in the A
rm

y," 
_G

arrison replied after queries  

about G
 e r v a i s' testim

ony 
against him

. 
A

lth
o
u
g
h
 U

.S
. D

istric
t 

Ju
d
g
e H

erb
ert W

. C
h
risten

- . 
b
erry

 cu
t h

im
 sh

o
rt sev

eral 
tim

es, G
arrison zeroed in on 

th
eir relatio

n
sh

ip
 w

h
en

 h
e 

cross-exam
ined G

ervais: 

Q
—

D
o you rem

em
ber w

here 
w

e first m
et? 

A
—

A
t Jackson B

arracks. 
Q

—
D

o you recall w
hen? 

A
—

It • w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 
prior to W

orld W
ar II. 

-Q
—

Perhaps early 1941? 
• A

—
Y

es. 
Q

—
D

o you rem
em

ber w
here 

w
e w

en
t fro

m
 Jack

so
n
 B

ar-
racks? 

A
—

I recall w
e w

ent to C
am

p• 
S

helby, M
iss. 

Q
—

W
hat outfit w

ere w
e in? 

A
—

T
he W

ashington A
rtil-

lery of the L
ouisiana N

ation-
al G

u
ard

. 
Q

—
W

hat kind of relation-
sh

ip
 w

o
u
ld

 y
o
u
 say

 w
e h

ad
 

in those years? 

A
—

A
s related to w

hat? 
Q

—
Y

ou recently described 
our relationship as being 'ac-
quaintances.' W

ould you say, 
th

at w
h
en

 w
e w

ere in
 th

e 
A

rm
y w

e w
ere good friends? • 

A
—

M
y
 g

o
o
d
 frien

d
 w

as, 
C

h
arlie W

eiss. Y
o
u
 w

ere • a. 
frien

d
. W

e d
id

 n
o
t so

cialize., 
G

E
R

V
A

IS
 A

L
S

O
 sw

ore he 
lied w

hen he said he w
as lying 

ab
o
u
t th

e secretly
 reco

rd
ed

, 
tap

es. A
 y

ear ag
o
, G

erv
ais 

retu
rn

ed
 fro

m
 a b

rief stay
 in

 
C

anada, claim
ing the govern- 

m
en

t case ag
ain

st G
arriso

n
-

__ 
and others w

as a fram
eup and 

th
a
t h

e
 w

a
s *

c
o
d
 to

 m
a
k
e
 . 

the recordings. 
H

e also said the w
hole thing' 

w
as a plot of entrap G

arrison. 
Y

esterday, G
ervais said the 

• 

tapes w
ere true recordings of 

co
n
v
ersatio

n
s b

etw
een

 h
im

 
`and G

arrison and that he only 
said they w

eren't because he 
feared

 th
e d

istrict atto
rn

ey
 

w
ould harass him

 if he cam
e 

back hom
e. 

"O
nce I decided I w

as com
-

in
g
 b

a
c
k
, I h

a
d
 to

 m
a
k
e
 

p
e
a
c
e
 w

ith
 G

a
rriso

n
 so

 I 

w
ouldn't 

be 
th

e su
b
ject o

f 
h
arassm

en
t an

d
 retaliatio

n
," 

he said.' 
D

uring cross - exam
ination 

G
arriso

n
 tried

 to
 create th

e 
im

pression his old A
rm

y bud-
dy acted as an inform

er only 
b
ecau

se h
e w

as fo
rced

 to
 

do so. 
U

nder questioning, G
ervais 

adm
itted he ow

es the federal 
governm

ent $8,000 in back in-
com

e taxes. 
T

h
e D

A
 ap

p
aren

tly
 also

. 
tried to prove G

arvais is now
 

testify
in

g
 to

 th
e au

th
en

ticity
 

of the tapes to escape prO
seci-

tio
n
 o

n
 th

e tax
 rap

. 
"D

o
 y

o
u
 feel it is u

n
lik

ely
, 

you w
ill be prosecuted by the 

fed
eral g

o
v
ern

m
en

t fo
r an

y
-

th
in

g
?" G

arriso
n
 ask

ed
. 

- "I d
o
 n

o
t e

x
p
e
c
t ti b

e
 

prosecuted," G
ervais respond-

ed. A
 year ago, G

ervais placed 
G

allin
g
h
o
u
se in

 th
e u

n
u
su

al 
p
o
sitio

n
 o

f h
av

in
g
 to

 p
ro

v
e 

h
is star w

itn
ess w

as ly
in

g
 in

 
order to establish the credul-
ity of the tapes he had m

ade. 
G

erv
ais w

en
t to

 C
an

ad
a 

after federal investigators set 
h
im

 u
p
 w

ith
 a n

ew
 id

en
tity

 
and a soft $22,000-a-year job. 

W
hen the stocky ex-cop de-

c
id

e
d
 h

e
 d

id
n
't lik

e
 th

e
 

C
anadian life, he m

ade a sud-
den reappearance in N

ew
 O

r-
lean

s claim
in

g
 h

e h
ad

 b
een

 
fo

rced
 to

 d
o
 h

is o
ld

 frien
d
 

dirty. 
G

allinghouse then took G
er-

vais to court, and Judge H
er-

bert C
hristenberry ruled G

er-
v
ais h

ad
 b

een
 a v

o
lu

n
teer 

w
orker in behalf of truth and 

justice. 	
„
 

a
rriso

n
 a

 
rvaisrnm,  


