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A
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ew
s an

alysis 
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B
A

T
O
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U

G
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 —
 T

he ac-
u

ittal o
f O

rlean
s D

ist. A
tty

. 
im

 G
arrison despite the m

as-
iv

e ev
id

en
ce p

resen
ted

 d
u
r-

n
g
 th

e trial h
as created

 an
 

ktrnosphere of despair am
ong 

federal prosecutors in L
ouisi-

k
n

a w
h

o
 h

av
e b

een
 activ

ely
 

W
aging w

ar against political 
orruption. 
T

h
e f e d

er al g
o

v
ern

m
en

t, 

f rirn
arily

 th
ro

u
g

h
 its O

rg
an

-
ized C

rim
e T

ask F
orce opera-

tions, spent a ton of m
oney to 

b rin
g
 th

e co
n
tro

v
ersial d

is-
i:rict attorney to trial on brib-
!try charges. 
! U

.S
 A

tty. G
erald J. G

alling-
h
o
u
se, th

e case's p
ro

secu
to

r, 
'W

as stunned at the decision. 

I S
O

 W
E

R
E

 H
IS

 counterparts 
:31 the M

iddle and E
astern dis-

tric
ts o

f L
o
u
isia

n
a
 w

h
e
re

 
kngoing investigations of cor-
u

p
tio

n
 in

 state g
o

v
ern

m
en

t 
kre hanging fire. 

T
h

e G
arriso

n
 v

erd
ict h

as 
:su

b
d

u
ed

 th
at fire co

n
sid

era-
!sly, if not outright quenching 
t. 

i O
ther than the innocence of 

S
h
e d

istrict atto
rn

ey
, o

th
er 

R
ungs m

ay have contributed 
to

 th
e ju

ry
's d

ecisio
n
 —

 th
e 

W
atergate scandal, the A

gnew
 

1nvestigation, the longstanding 
k
n
tip

ath
y
 o

f S
o
u
th

ern
ers to

 
P

ie federal governm
ent. 

T
h

e G
arriso

n
 case, w

h
ich

 
Involved m

onths of investiga-
tio

n
 an

d
 th

e ex
p
en

d
itu

re o
f 

5ntold thousands of dollars, is 
;lot the only big case the fed-
g

ra
' p

ro
se

c
u

to
rs h

a
v

e
 lo

st 

E ince U
.S

. Investigators began 
rack

in
g

 d
o

w
n

 o
n

 state o
ffi-

ials. 

T
H

E
 F

E
D

E
R

A
L

 action w
as 

• supposed to fill a void created 
by the lack of state investiga-
tion and prosecution of politi-
cal corruption. 

O
n
ly

 a few
 m

o
n
th

s ag
o
. 

G
allinghouse's office failed in 

its effo
rts to

 co
n

v
ict C

. H
. 

'S
am

m
y

" D
o

w
n

s, o
n

e-tim
e 

litical lieu
ten

an
t o

f fo
rm

er 
o
v
. Jo

h
n
 M

cK
eith

en
, fo

r 
ay

m
en

ts h
e alleg

ed
ly

 re- 
eived in the purchase of vot-
ng m

achines by the state. 
T

h
at case w

o
u
n
d
 u

p
 in

 a 
h
u
n
g
 ju

ry
 an

d
 ap

p
aren

tly
 it 

has been aw
aiting the end of 

the G
arrison trial w

here G
all-

inghonse has been concentrat-
ing his efforts. 

G
allinghouse retained juris-

diction 
over 

the D
ow

ns case 
because he brought forth the 
ch

arg
es b

efo
re th

e M
id

d
le 

D
istrict w

as created. 
In the E

astern D
istrict, U

.S
. 

A
tty

. D
o

n
 W

alter o
f S

h
rev

e-
p

o
rt h

as th
e trial o

f W
. W

. 
M

cD
ougall, chief adm

inistra-
tive aide to M

cK
eithen, in the 

offing. 

T
H

E
 O

U
T

C
O

M
E

 o
f th

e 
M

cD
ougall trial m

ay w
ell es-

tab
lish

 th
e fu

tu
re co

u
rse o

f 
action by the federal govern-
m

ent in seeking to put an end 
to

 c
o

rru
:t p

ra
c
tic

e
s
 b

y
 

state officials. 
M

cD
ougall is charged w

ith 
m

aking, a false declaration to  

th
e g

ran
d
 ju

ry
 in

 co
n
n
ectio

n
 

w
ith

 its p
ro

b
e o

f in
su

ran
ce 

co
m

m
issio

n
 k

ick
b
ack

s. T
h
e 

trial, postponed from
 the sum

-
m

er w
hen a key governm

ent 
w

itness becam
e ill, is now

 set 
for O

ct. 29. 
It w

ill be a tough charge to 
prove to the satisfaction of a 
trial jury, but federal prosecu-
to

rs feel th
ey

 m
u
st b

rin
g
 th

e 
one tim

e C
ivil S

ervice D
epart-

m
ent director to trial and w

in 
if they are to go forw

ard w
ith 

other aspects of the inve.stiga-
tiin into state insurance. 

F
o
u
r f o

 r m
 e r law

m
ak

ers 
also w

ere indicted in connec-
tio

n
 w

ith
 th

e state in
su

ran
ce 

probe. 

B
U

T
 S

T
IL

L
 hanging on the 

ag
en

d
a is W

alter's in
v
estig

a-
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 ro

le
 p

la
y
e
d
 b

y
 

M
cK

eithen in the splitting of 
com

m
issions by agents of re-

cord w
ith others. 

A
lthough 

the 
Ju

stice D
e-

p
artm

en
t refu

sed
 to

 p
erm

it 
W

alter to
 m

o
v
e a g

 a i n
st 

M
cK

cith
en

 earlier, th
e E

ast-
e
rn

 D
istric

t p
ro

se
c
u

to
r is 

k
eep

in
g

 th
at case v

ery
 m

u
ch

 
alive. 

In
 th

e
 M

id
d
le

 D
istric

t, 
w

h
ere th

e state cap
ital is lo

-
cated

 an
d

 is u
su

ally
. th

e seat 
o

f state g
o
v
ern

m
en

t co
rru

p
-

tio
n
, th

ere arc a n
u
m

b
er o

f 
investigations proceeding that  

co
u
ld

 b
e h

am
p
ered

 b
y
 th

e 
current dispair. 

A
 grand jury has been look-

in
g
 at th

e L
o
u
isian

a O
ffice 

B
u
ild

in
g
 C

o
rp

., w
h
ich

 w
as 

created
 as a v

eh
icle fo

r fi-
n
an

cin
g
 th

e co
n
stru

ctio
n
 o

f 
an

d
 p

u
rch

ase o
f state o

ffice 
buildings. 

IN
 T

H
E

 cu
rren

t in
v
estig

a-
tion, the grand jury is looking 
at tl:e paym

ent of $50,000 to a 
o

n
e-tim

e p
o

litical cro
n

y
 o

f 
M

cK
eith

en
 b

y
 a C

h
icag

o
 fi-

n
a
n

c
ia

l h
o

u
se

 w
h

ic
h

 p
u

r-
ch

ased
 b

y
 n

eg
o

tiatio
n

 th
e 

bonds for the E
ducation B

uild-
ing. 

T
h

ere also
 Is an

 A
n

titru
st 

D
ivision investigation of build-

'  

m
g
 co

n
stru

ctio
n
 I n

 d
 u

stry
 

practices in the m
aking. 

T
he A

ntitrust D
ivision has 

h
ad

 p
len

ty
 o

f acq
u

ain
tan

ce 
w

ith B
aton R

ouge in the past 
several years w

ith the prose-
cu

tio
n

 o
f team

ster b
o

ss E
d

-
w

ard
 G

rad
y
 P

artin
 an

d
 co

n
-

crete m
ag

n
ate T

ed
 D

u
n
h
am

 
Jr. It w

o
n

 co
n

v
ictio

n
s, b

u
t 

neither m
an has gone to jail. 

O
ne of the m

ost celebrated 
cases b

ro
u
g
h
t to

 trial b
y
 th

e 
fed

eral p
ro

secu
to

rs w
as th

at 
o

f - A
tty

. G
en

. Jack
 P

. 
F

. 
G

rem
illion, R

ep. S
alvador A

n-
zelm

o
 an

d
 b

u
sin

essm
an

 E
r-

nest B
artlett in the L

ouisiana 
L

o
an

 an
d
 T

h
rift C

o
rp

. scan
-

d
al. H

ere ag
ain

, th
e fed

eral 
action fell on its face before a 
ju

ry
 th

at ap
p
aren

tly
 fo

u
n
d
 it 

difficult to follow
 the m

aze of 
business-political transactions. 

I B
U

T
 T

H
E

Y
 did get  G

rem
il- 

lion on a perjury rap. T
he ju-

rors could m
ore easily under-

stann a sim
ple charge of lying 

co
m

p
ared

 to
 th

e m
y

stify
in

g
 

in
s o

f o
u

ts o
f co

m
p

licated
 

conspiracy charges. 
W

h
ile

 a
ll o

f th
is d

isp
a
ir 

o
v
er-fed

eral trial failu
res is 

settlin
g

 in
, th

e 1
1

. S
. o

ficials 
also find them

selves having to 
p
ro

te
c
t th

e
ir fla

n
k
s a

t th
e
 

hands of a state grand jury. 
T

h
e
re

 is a
 g

re
a
t d

e
a
l o

f 
p
ressu

re fro
m

 b
lack

 g
ro

u
p
s 

o
n
 E

ast B
ato

n
 R

o
u
g
e P

arish
 

D
ist. A

tty. O
ssie B

row
n to in-

dict federal agents in connec-
tio

n
 w

ith
 th

e
 sla

y
in

g
 o

f a
 

black here m
istakenly sought 

b
y

 th
e F

B
I as an

 A
rm

y
 d

e-
serter. In

 th
e last actio

n
 o

n
 

th
a
t m

a
tte

r, th
e
 to

p
 F

B
I 

agent in the state didn't show
 

u
p

 fo
r an

 ap
p

earan
ce b

efo
re 

the state grand jury. 
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