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_: By LANNY THOMAS
w District attorney candidate
{ Ross Scaccia had a golden op-
7 portunity to open fire on in-
. cumbent Jim Garrison yester-
- day, but he didn't.

Scaccia, a former assistant
*DA under Garrison, testified
.for the DA at his pinball brib-
-ery trial,

. He didn’t throw bouquets at
-Garrison, but neither did he
supgest that the DA had cor-
srupled his office—a familiar
- ‘ring in election year politics.

Scaccia fights D/
s

“Did 1 ever ask you to do
anylhing improper?” asked
Garrison as he began the
questioning. -

“No,” said Scaccia, “but
once you came to me with a
case involving sholguns. Alter
reviewing the case I sent it
back with a note saying
you're in bad shape. I said
you hadn’t scen the facts.” .

SCACCIA SAID Garrison.

then reviewed the case and
returned a note, saying:

“You're right. Proceed i:...

prosccution 100 per cent.”

Scaccia was one of several
witnesses called by Garrison
yesterday as he altempted lo
prove thst his office prosecut-
ed cases vigorously.

The DA is on trial with two

others for conspiracy to ob-
struct law enforcement by
giving and taking bribes to
protect pinball gambling.
.. Scaccia, on the other hand,
testified that Pershing O. Ger-
vais tricd to bribe him on two
occasions when Gervais was
working as an investigator for
Garrison around 1566.

tle said the first time Ger-
vais approached him he of-
fered him money to help fix a
easc. 1 told him no way,”
said Scaccia.

LATER, SAID Scaccia, Ger-
vais came to him with a spe-
cific case and oifcred to split
$500 with him if he would re-
fuse lo acccpt it for prosecu-
tion.

1 laughed at him,” said
Scaccia. He said the case then
was prosecuted.

On cross examination, Scac-
cia teotified he never filed
charges against Gervais for
those incidents.

“Why?" asked U.S. Atty.
Gerald J. Gallinghouse.

“IT WAS a head 1o head
situation and difficult to
prove,” he said. “I just told
Gervais to hit the road.”

Scaccia then was then asked

at po

A

_nro,o_ao»_._.wa:ugago
offers. o

“No. I did not,” he replied.
“Have you ever {ried to reac’.
Garrison? He's 2 hard perscn
to find.”

Gallinghouse asked Scaccia
when he first informed Garri-
son of the bribe offers.

His answer: “Just a few
minutes ago in the hall.

. Gallinghouse again: “Did
you ever tell any of the other
assistants?”

- Raising his voice in anger
at Gallinghouse’s persistence,
Scaccia answered: *I proba-

bly told a couple. I don’t re-

‘member. 1 told my wife.

Thal's about it.”

GALLINGHOUSE was
trying to show that the DA's
office was lax in its prosecu-
tion cases — particularly brib-
ery and pinball offenses.

Scaccia, who testified with-
out subpoena, cxplained his
reasons for being a witness

witness

s, not on
stand

for a political opponent.  *
_“He asked me to come:
down here and I.didn’t want®
to because I am running’
against him., But he wanted
me to testify and I lold him T
would. I warned him that I’
was going to be under cath:
and ! would have to tell about
, bribes if they came up.”* . @
He said Garrison made no.
effort to influence his testimo~
ny when he told bim about
the bribes. :




