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By ALLAN KATZ
! The acquitlal of District
Aty. Jim Garrison clearly
gives the DA a hoost' toward
his fourth term in office

That seemed {o be the con-
sensus in the wake of yester-
day's decision by a federal
jury that acquitted the DA on
a charge of accepling bribes
to protecl pinball gambling.

1t had been felt in political
circles that Garrison would be
in serious political trouble if
he were convicted, in a
touchy political situation if the
jury could not reach a deci-
sion and in very good political
shape if he were acquitted.

. Yeslerday's acquittal gives
Garrison a major boost fo-
ward the first test on the road
to a fourth term ~ the Nov.
10 Democratic primary. |

Neverthless, the leaders
among Garrison’s opponents
in the Demgeratic primary
are not likely lo ease their
efforts in the wake of the ac-
quittal. If anything, the ac-
quittal may spur on Harry
Connick, Gcorge Recse and
Denis Barcy in their cam-

paigns. 1t could also have the"

effect of making it easicr for
them to raise mohey in those
segments of the .x:::.::.:«~
where nm.._._mg is not ad-
mired. -

Connick, Reese and wm:,S
aleng with Ross Scaccia and
William Alford, form the most
potent field that Garrison has
faced since he was in a field

day for

of seven in 1961 and won in a
big upset.

When Garrison returns to
the political battleficld, he
will {ind Connick and Rees in
particular have been active,
in wooing the voles who have,
been in Garrison's corner in
the past.

Last night, Connick, consid-
ered the disirict atlorney’s
strongest opponent; said the
verdict will have no effcct on
the tempo of his campaign.

“We're going to conduct our
campaign cxactly as we have
in the past,”” said Connick,
who finished second to Garri-
son in 1969. .

Though he said he is unsure
of what effect the verdict wiil
have on the outcome, Connick
said: “I feel the fact of
whether Mr. Garrison was
found irnocent is not the im-

rtant issue. The race should

» based on his 12 years in
office and his record there.”

The main concern of the
voters. Connick said, “has to
be who is going to do some-
thing about the rising crime
rate.”

The battleground where the
DA’s clection Is likely to be
sctlled is in the black com-
munity. Garrison got about 80
per cenl of the black vote in
his 1969 viclory over ns_:_nw
and {wo others. .

A key enddrsement could be
that of the Southern Or.
ganization for Unified Leader-

ship (SOUL), a 9th Ward
black political group. SOUL
supported Garrison in 1969 but
reportedly has leaned to Con-
nick this time — at least

prior lo 4.?82:& s verdict,

Garrison’s political strength
has never been a result of the
formalities of endorsements.
He has put together a coali-
tion of bluecollar whites and
.the majority of black voters
with appeals that go beyond
organization endorsements.

Entirely apart from his sup-
port from those who like the
way he administers the DA'S
office, Garrison has support
‘from a white constituency
which feels he stands up to
the federal government, and
from a black constituency
which admires the DA’s con-
tinued pledges to track down
what he says was a conspir-
acy to kill President John F.
Kennedy.

I{ the DA is to be unsealed,
it will be because of commun-
ity-wide concern over rising
crime, pariicularly violent
crimes, and the potential fecl-
ing by voters that the DA’s
office could do more 8 stem
crime.

Public opinion polls, circu-
lated ‘in political n:.n_om. have
shown Garrison sliding down.
ward in the final weeks of his
trial, -

But, with the acquittal, it is

electio

«

> news S_&Em

likely that he will recaplure
many voters who had left his
ranks .

The questions that 35»5
fo be answered are: whether
any allegations made during
the trial wil] damage Garrison
despite  the acquittal; and
whether Garrison's opponents
can convince the DA’s sup-
poriers in past elections that
crime in the sireets is the
real issue and that Garrison
isn't doing the job.

While those are the ques-
tions, there isn't much argu-
ment that the political consen-
sus in New Orleans today is
that Jim Garrison is back in
a Zn way and it will take a
major upset for unw.es to
beat him,
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