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Jubilant U.>. Renews Assault on
Justice Department

By JOHN MeMILLAN
. and DON HUGHES
t Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison was found not guilty of
. accepting bribes by a nine-man, three-woman jury in
. U.S. District Court Thursday afternoon.
Two co-defendants, John Aruns Caliery, former
*  pinball executive; and Robert E. Nims, the owner
of REN Enterprises; were also acquitted.
Garrison came into the courtroom for the verdict
-with his arms folded and a stern expression fixed on
his face.
. But when the verdict was read he fell into the
arms of his co-counsel, Fred J. Barnett and Louis
Merhige, whom he had dismissed midway in the trial
"but who sat with him at the counsel table to hear :5
jury’'s decision.
Garrison’s estranged wife
embraced him,
Mrs. Nims, who has attended
) ) : the trial almost every day of
.the six-week ordeal, burst into
.. . tears and threw her arms
. around her husband. Mrs. Cal-
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lery, who festified in her hus-
band’s behalf, made her way to
kim,

Garrison’s investigators,
friends and followers sur-
rounded the six-foot, six-inch
DA in the corridor outside the
courtroom. Backslapping and
bandshaking were the order of

7=F

the day.

. On the courthouse steps the
jubilant district attorney began
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“Teated cvidence to use against
"*him if he took the stand.
. He then began discussing his
.pet theories about the assassina-
‘tion of President John F. Ken-
“nedy and the military-industrial
complex’s involvement in South-
- ¢ast Asia.
- He has often said the federal
-“government was responsible for
‘the assassination and he repeat-

attacking the federal govern- -ed

ment-and said his assaults on it
~ were just beginning.

‘ABSOLUTELY CORRUPT’

‘*“The Department of Justice
of the U.S. government is z2b-
solutely corrupt but this time
they got beat,” he said, as his
followers clapped and shouted.
- Said Garrison: “We had a
jury with a lot of common
sense,” he said, “They recog-
nized the plot against a man
who had been criticizing the
government.”

“I have only just begun to
criticize the government,” he
added. -

_He said he predicted the
jury, which began deliberations
Tuesday night, would reach a
verdict Thursday afternoon and
it would be “not guilty.”
BIRTH CERTIFICATES
Garrison, who had shown a
{fascination during the trial with
birth certificates provided by
the government for Pershing
0. Gervais’ children when theiri

. ileft the country for Canada aft-i
*er his participation in the casel
as an undercover officer be-
came known, commented on
them again. - '

“When 1 saw those birth cer-
tificates forged by the Depa=i-’
ment of Justice I knew those|
tapes had to be altered. There:
was nothing the federal govern-|
ment would not do,” he said. '

Tape recorded conversaticas!
between Garrison and Gervais
where the DA allegedly accept-
ed $1,000 in bribes on four sepa-
rate occasions were the prime
evidence against him.

Garrison said he did not
take the stand in his own de-
fense because “I decided not
J to play their game in their
ball field.” He said he be-
lieved the government fabri-
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names were changed and they' .

it. :
.. “If they did that to Jack Ken-
nedy — onc of the finest men
“who ever lived — what would
they do to me?™ he asked.
1fe added ““I don’t think the,
federal governmaent will be
firished with me for ycors
and conversely I won't be fin-
finished wiith me for years
- Garrison said he wanted to
become more available to the
press 2lso.
- *In the iast few years I cer-
{ainly wouldn't say we had a
real disagrcement with the
pre=s hut we had our differ-
ences. I want {0 say the press
wag completely fair to me dur-
ing this trial,’”” said the DA.
B AUDIT PLANNED
‘He szid he was having a cer-
tificd public accountart make
‘an audit of his net worth and he
interded to hold a news confer-
ence to discuss it.
- Surrounded by his friends, at-

-+ terneys and admirers, Garrison

then made his way to the Royal
Crlears iistel, which has been
his kcadquariers during
trial, to celebrate.

After the district attorney left.
U.S. Atty. Gerald J. Galling-
house, who prosccuted the case
with Asst. US. Atty. Michael]
‘Elljs and Eric Gisleson, the act
‘ing head of the Organized;
_Crime Strike Force here, told
reporters: ) -

“Let there be no mistake :
about this. We will continue to
- enforce the law. I would hope
that those who enjoy tempo-
rary victories will mot gloat
too much.”

“We broke up a multi-million
dollar gambling busiress,” he
said. “We broke up what was 2
~very corrupt system. In 2 real
sense, the people are not total
losers.” .

- TAX CASE ‘FRAUD’

There is a pending income tax
case against Garrison and hc
termed it “‘so blatantly fraudu-
lent that I seriously doubt the
‘government will be able to
come into court with a straigh:
face.

the_ '

1 “If they want to DIl dance conspiring to use illegal pinball

With them again and T'll win
Rngain.”

;During the trial Gervais, whe
testified against Garrison, sait
the DA would try to have hin
ayrested, but Garrison said, *
don’t believe in vindictivenecs.
have no plans to hurt anybod;
fer any particular reason.
*“I'm not mad at anybedy.”
‘Earlier in the courtroom, im
raediately following the reading
of the verdict, the governmen
altcrneys appeared somewha
dejected, but Gallinghouse
chief prosecutor ‘in the case
was philosophic about the out
cpme. . :

- “We must accept it,” Gal-
jinghouse commented. “We

. feel that it was a magnificent

investigatory and prosecu-
tive effort, and we had felt
confident that we had estab-
lished the defendants’ guilt
heyond a reasonable doubt.
However, we_must and we do
accept the verdict of the
jury." .
 Gallinghouse’s two fellow pros-!
ecutors, Ellis and Giselson ap-|

peared equally surprised at the, |

verdict,

As the defendants walked
from the courtrocm into the
;hallway, they were swamped by
iwell-wishers, receiving U4and-
shakes and pats on the back.

Ninws, whose attractive blonde’
wife had been in tears since the
!not guilty verdict was read for
‘her husband, was smiling
Ibroadly for almost the first time,
isince the lengthy proceedings!
‘began. i
| “I'm just overwhclmed, de-;

“ilighted,” Nims commented; “I!

‘had confidence that the jury;
‘would return a verdict of not;
guilty in my case. I'm just de-;
lighted.” Nims then boarded the'
elevator with his wife, who was
‘still weeping with joy. .

Callery said: *“Well, of .
course, 'm very happy for
my fanily, my wife and my

daughter. All I can say is I'm
very happy about it. I feel

I've been vindicated.”

The jury sent a message to
U.S. District Judge Herbert W.
Christenberry at 3:15 p.m. they
had a verdict. _

Twenty minutes later Garri-
son and his two co-defendants
were free men. .

: SENTENCE NIMS

Nims, however, still faces

sentencing on his conviction of

'

gambling machines shipped to -
New Orleans through interstate
cormirerce. .
That trial, held last spring. .
also had Callery as a defendant,

‘but he was severed after he be-

came ill during the proceedings.
Besides Garrison, Nims and
Callery, seven other men
were arrested and charged
with the defendants when they
wers picked up on June 30,
1971
Three of them, former New
Orleans Police Departmicnt
Capt. Frederick Soule Sr.; John

‘Elms Jr., a partner in TAC

Amusement Co., and Louis
Boasberg, the owner of New Or-
leans Novelty Co., pleaded
gullly to the charges of which
Garrison, Nims and Callery
wete acquitted.

The other four, Lawrence La-
garde Sr., Elms’ partrer; Harby
Marks Jr., an employe of Boas-i
‘berg; former police Sgt. andi
‘commander of the Vice Squad!
Robert Frey, and John Elmo
Pietce, the owner of Pierce
Arauscment Co., were severed
frum the trial. ’

The verdict, as in all federal
¢ases, was unanimous as it had

‘MORNING ARRIVAL
- Gervais, accompanicd by sev-
cral Internal Revenue Scrvice|
“agenls, arrived on the steps ofg
ithe courts building at 300 Royal.

about 10:30 a.m. carrying a
heavy briefcase filled with what
he said were his personal rec-j
ords.

The investigator turned pizza
salcsman said ke was back in
New Orleans “to tell as mugh
as I can” to the grand jury
concerning crime in the New
Orleans arca, adding that
such testimony “might take
quite a while but I woukdn’t
| want to make a career of it.”

T will tell them anything and
everything they want to know,”
the silver haired ex-sleuth com-

mented. “I am prepared ‘o
start from day one — from the
date of my birth, so to speak.”

Gervais said he plans to re-

ain in  Brookhaven, Miss.,
where he now resides and “will
continue living, for want of aj
better werd. a normal life.”

FADING AWAY

“I should think that the world
will little note nor care less
what T do,” he continued when
asked of his plans for the fu-

l Reminded that during the
trial attorney Guy Johnson testi-,
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fied Gervais tried in 1972 to get!
$10,000 for some tape recordings’
Gervais supposedly made in
connection with the bribery
case, Gervais replied: “I could
care less what *Guy Johnson
said. He has problems of his
own.”
Gervais testified earlier it
was Johnson who offered him
$10,000 for the tapes. :
Of the material in his brief-
case, Gervais said it included
items pertaining to the years he
worked as Garrison’s chief in-
vestigator. :

After briefly speaking with re-
porters, Gervais, still surround-|
ed by IRS agents, proceeded to

Earlier Thursday, the only:
discernible action' around the
jury room was the delivery to:
the jurors of a blackboard and
chzlk  which they requested.!
They repor‘edly wanted these to
list the dates of various occur-
rences in the case.

It was two years and 20 days
after his arrest on June 30,
1971, that Garrison was brought
te trial. .

On Aug. 20, 1973, the three-;
woman, nine-man jury was em |
pareled. Then Gallinghouse!
told them on Aug. 21, the first
day of active trial work, he in-

tended to prove Garrison wasi |

paid bribes by Callery and
:Nims to cbstruct the enforce-,
ment of the state's anti-gamb-
ling laws regarding illegal pay-
offs on pinball machines.

Louis Merhige, who was
Garrison’s co-counsel with
Fred J. Barnett before they
were relieved of their dutics
by the DA, told the jury Gar-
risor was innocent; that tape
recordings of the district at-
torney allegedly accepting
bribe payments from govern-
. ment undercover agent Persh-
, ing 0. Gervais were fraudu-
leat and the case against his

client was a frame by the fed-
eral government.

Louis C. LaCour, Nims’ coun-
sel, and Virgil Wheeler, who
represented  Callery, deferred
their opcning remarks.

While the press and the public
anxiously waited for the first
iplaying cf the tape recordings,
which were said to reveal the
district attorney of Orleans Par-
ish accepting four bribe. pay-
ments of §1,000 cach during the

the grand jury room. - .

first six months of 1971; - the
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|government prosccutors began
slowly building their ecase.
! - Nineteen persons who epcrat-
‘ed establishments where pinball
machines were placed testified
they made illegal payoffs on the
machines to patrons who wen
games. Then the employes of
the pirball owners reimbursed;
them for the payoffs and split
the proceeds, they testified.
The next day the govern-
ment put Lt. Lrnest Nash of
the Michigan Stale Police on
tbe stand. He testified he had !
examined more than 50 tape
recordings made by Internal
" Revenue Service intelligence
agenis of alleSed conversa-
tions belween Gervais and the
delendants,

Nash, one of only 10 voice
print experts in the world, said
the tapes had not been aliered,
spliced or tampered with in any
way, shape or form,

He said he compared the re-
cordings with other recordings!
made of the defendants® voices!
.alter their arresi and it wasi
itheir voices on the tapes.

But the first big bombshell,
‘the first dramatic incident, oc-

icurred when Soule took the
jstand and pulled out $63,000:
‘;from a brief case and showed it;
ito the jury. ) i

Ile said he had received it~as‘
bribes since 1962. And he kept it
hidden in a large pickle jar!
which “he buried in the back
-yard of his Gentilly home.

Soule testified he received
bribe money from pinball ex~
ecutives and eventually,
through pressure and frick-
ery, corrupted Frey, his sub-

ordinate and friend, into ac-
cepting some money although
Frey did nothing for it.

He said he also carried pin-
ball bribe money to Gervais for
delivery to Garrison. :

Then the first tape was
played. :

It was a conversation between
Soule and Gervais in which Ger-
vais was complaining about the
small amount of money, $500
for two months, that pinball
dealers were trying to pay for
protection.

Soule said he understood Gar-
rison was used to receiving
more.

The reasen for the reduced
payments, according to testi-
mony, were the raids on the
pinball machines by federal
i agents in November of 1970
which knocked a dent in prof-
its of the machine owners,

Then another Soule-Gervais‘I
meeting had Gervais complain-'
jing even $1,000 a month in bribe!
|money was “ridiculous, really.”|
But he said he took it to Garri-|
son and the DA “snatched it outi
of my hand.”

' Soule told Gervais he was
““lucky he didn’t pull your arm’
off.” :

And Soule told in a conversa-
ition taped on Jan. 13, 1971,
Nims gave Callery $1,000 to
give to him while they were sit-
ting in a car,

LaCour and Wheeler, later in

the ftrial, atlacked Soule be-

cause he said in court the ex--

change tock place on Oct. 3 or
4, 1970. Both men were out of
town on that date,

The government argued
Soule’s error only meant the
transactionoccurred later

- than he thought and put jt aft-
er Oct, 15, 1970, the date cited
in the indictment as the be-
gizning of the case against
the defendants, -

On Oct. 15, 1970, the U.S. Con-
gress passed an Omnibus Crime;
bill ‘under which the defendants|
are charged.

A still more dramatic — and
unexpected cvent — occurred’
when Lawrenee Legarde Sr. ad-
mitted in court TAC Amuse-!
ment Co. had been paying for-
mer police Supt. Joseph T.
Giarrusso $30,000 in bribe mon-
ey a year,

As a result Giarrusso . was
taken before a federal grand
jury on Sept. 13. :

John Elms Jr., Lagarde's
partner in the firm, confirmed‘
the testimony . Giarrusso re-
ceived bribes..

He also identified his voice on
tapa recordings in which he dis-
cussed with Gervais the paying
of bribes to Garrison.

Boasberg took the stand
and identified a tape record-
ing of a three-way conversa-
tion between him, Elins and
Gervais in which they dis--
cussed the posshity of havng
then-Gov. John .J. McKeithen

‘McKeithen on behalf of the pin-

halt his opposition to the

gambling-type pinball indus-

try in Louisiana. .

Then Boasberg testified he
paid Gervais-bribes on three oc-
casions in 1971 in order to get
Garrison to intercede with

ball industry. )
On the last day of August.
Frey testified as a witness for]

. press, Spectators heard the con-

the government, recounting his
trusted friend Soule, had cor-
rupted him.

He said Soule forced the mon-
ey on him without telling him
what it was for, but when he
.caught on, Soule told him he
Imight as well take it because

lme DA, the mayor and the po-
i Continued in Sec. 1, Page 3
- Continued from Sec. 1, Page 2 |
lice chief were accepting bribes
also. i N
Soule said there was no evi-
dence the mayor was on the’
take and oniy told Frey that to
hem him in, i '

Aaron Kohn, the managing:
director of the Metropolitan

Crime Commission, testified

to show Garrison had long
possessed knowledge of the
pinball owners’ part in the
gambling on the machines.

He told of providing Garrison
with plans for prosecuting the
“big men™ instead of the “little
people” in the business. Kohn
said he didn't dislike Garrison
because “I think he’s a pretty
sick man and I can't have a
dislike for sick people.”

Internal Revenue agents who
worked on the investigation fi-
nally took the stand to identify
the recordings of conversations
between Nims and Gervais and
Callery and Gervais in which
the pinball business was dis-
cussed. . :

Headsets were provided for
the jurors, the judge, the de-
fendants and their attorneys,
the court personnel and the

versations over loudspeakers.
The big moment in the trial
arrived when the first conver-
sation between Garrison and
Gervais was plaved and in ad-
dition to the headsets and
loud speakers, the principals :
and the press were - provided
with transcripts of the conver-
sations - conservations which
- were littered with the rough-
est of profanities, Only a few
-of those recorded did not utter
obscenities of one sort or an-
other. oL -
Certainly Gervais and Garri-
son were not exempt, ¢
The first conversation be-
tween Garrison and his former
chief investigator occurred on
Feb. 25, 1971, when Gervais al-
legedly handed the DA $1,000.
Gervais says: “Thousand,
hey, Jesus Christ, you ...
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‘burned my fingers. Bring thé|

butter up here. Jesus Christ,
you burned my fingers James,”
apparently indicating that Gar-
rison had snatched the money
out of his hand. :

In a conversation recorded
March 9, 1971, Garrison -asks
Gervais, “Well, then what,
what, how much is in there,”
when Gervais arrives at his:
house with an envelope full of
money.

Gervais: “A thousand dol- -

Garrison: “Gee, that's
great.” )
© Gervais: “No - there’s a

thousand every two months,
See, the last one was for
- January and February, this

Garrison: “In other words,
it's dropped down conmsidera-
bly because they’'ve grabbed
so many of their machines.”

The DA also tells Gervais he
will intercede with McKeithen

for the pinball dealers. Gervais
also informed Garrison Soule
and Frey were on the take.

Garrison replies: “You mean
even Frey, who’s been a pain in
our . .. is, uh, all right as far
as this thing, this area is con-
cerned.”

"It was revealed the serial
numbers on bills which were al-
legedly given to Garrison had
been recorded and a number of
them recovered after the DAj
had one of his investigators pay
his bill at the Fontainebleau
Motor Hotel where he had a
room.

Employes of the hotel testi-
fied Gervais had cashed a
large check there and asked
for big bills and Garrison’s -
room rent had been paid in
large bhills. Steve Bordelon,
the DA’s investigator, also
testified he paid the bill in
money of large denmomina-
tions.

Goyvernment ageats testified-
the payment had been made to
the DA in Room 118 at the hotel
where Garrison was staying un-
der the name L. V. Nee. §

The last-recorded conversa-
tion between Gervais and- the
DA took place on June 29, 1971,
the night before Garrison and
the others were arrested.

Gervais, agents testified, de-
livered $1,000 in an envelope to
Garrison’s house at 4600 Owens
Blvd. The money and the enve-

=

lope had been dusted with flo
rescent powder. .

Gervais allegedly gave it to
Garrison, who locked it in a
desk drawer. - ;

As Gervais left the house, he
muttered into the transmitter
attached to his body, “So perish,
all enemies of this country.”

The next day Garrison was
arrested and the money re-
trieved from his desk drawer
which he refused to open,
claiming he didn’t have a key.
IRS agents pried it open.
When the DA was examined
following his arrest traces.of
the fluorescent powder were
found on his hands.

Agents also arrested the other
defendants, including Soule and
Frye, who each had $500 in
marked money on them.

It was shortly after this point

in the proceedings the govern-i_

ment rested its case in the
main, Garrison parted with his
attorneys and began represent-
ing himself, and Wheeler rested
Callery's case, offering no de-

fense. !

In his opening statement Gar-
rison said he felt Judge Chris-|
tenberry had spcken with “‘unin-
|tentional bias” by commenting
the previous day he felt there
was “abundant evidence to es-
tablish the guilt” of the defen-
dants should the jury believe

that evidence. On-those grounds

|he asked the judge to recuse

himself.

l With the recusal motion de-

" pled, Garrison called former
assistant DAs who each testi-
fied Garrison had never asked
them to do anything improper
and that pinball payoff cases
had been prosecuted *vigor
ously” by Garrison’s effice.

He also called police Supt.
Clarence B. Giarrusso, who said
he had received no complaints
concerning gambling cases
ahout Garrison’s office.

Later, in conducting his own
defense, Garrison called upon a
string of Criminal District Court
judges. incliuding Mathew Bran-
iff, Oliver Schulingcamp, Israel
: Augustine, Frank Shea and Al-
vin Oser, who all echoed the
'vigorous prosecution given by
Garrison’s office to pinball pay-
off cases. -

" Yet another leading aspect of
the DA’s defense strategy was

to discredit Gervais, picturing
him as untrustworthy and a

liar. ,
Former Assistant DA Ross
Scacclo, mow a candidate
against Garrison, said Ger-
vais had twice offered him
bribes, adding he dida't ac-
cept them nor did he prose-
cate Gervais because “it was
a head to head” situation.

DA’s investigator Lynn Loisel
caid Gervais dealt with burglars
and told of the informant hav-
ing a safety deposit box filled
with diamonds he can't get to.
Garrison’s chief investigator,
Louis Ivon, told of being present
when the DA fired Gervais
within 24 hours after learning
Gervais had tried to ‘shake
down attorney Bert Klein in re-,
turn for fixing a case. !

Ivon said Gervais felt every-
body was a thief. “He even
talked about the Pope. He said
the Pope was a thief and al
goof,” Ivon recounted.

The DA's chief assistant, John

Volz, related Garrison was once
" {“bragging” to him prior to his

arrest in 1971 of rejecting a

bribe offer of $3,000 weekly.

coforful witness was Dr. Louis
Gerstman, aprofessor of
speech and hearing sciences
in New York, who was admit-
"-ted by, the court under a bar-
rage of prosecution objec-
‘tions, to testify as the DA’s
voice and tape expert.’

Dr. Gerstman said he had
found the one tape recording
sent him for analysis had been
tampered with, Garrison’s voice
having been spliced into it in
different places. -

He said he had both listened
to the tape and played it
through a vacillescope in his
laboratory, and termed it a
«sraudulent fabrication.”

However, on cross-examina-
tion Gerstman admitted he had
studied only one of the more
than 50 tapes which had been
piayed in court as evidence, and
he had rendered his expert
opinion the tape had been al-
tered after examining only the
.first fourth of the reel.
| The professor’s testimony
| directly contradicted that of

Lt. Nash who had said none

of the tapes had been tam-

pered with; that they were
true reproductions of the

voices of Gervais and the 10
| persons arrested.

Perhaps Garrison’s most

bring a pinball operator to trial

Garrison also hammered
away on the fact that prior to
1972 no district attorney in Loui-
siana had the bepefit of a gen-!
eral immunity statute with!
which to grant immunity to wit-!
nesses testifying in such cases!
as gambling trials.: |
He called a number of former!
Orleans Parish DAs and several
DAs from other areas of the
state, who all verified it would
have been extremely difficult to

because of the lack of authority
to grant immunity to witnesses.
Garrison noted many times
federal authorities at this time
had the power to grant general
immunity. .
The trial’s most electrifying
moment, prior to the verdict,
was the surprise appearance ‘
of star government witness |
Gervais, the mystery man .
whose voice had been heard °
on tape in court for days.
The 53-year-old pizza parlor

owner and former top sleuth for
‘Garrison told the court his for-
mer boss had been receiving $50
a day in bribe money from pin-
ball operators from 1962, the
year.he took office, until 1970,
and then lesser amounts until

the date of his arrest in 1971.

Gervais said he had been cor-
rupted by Garrison, who refused
10 make waves with the pinball
operators. He said Garrison told
him he had received a $10,000
campaign contribution from the
pinball - industry when cam-
ipaigning for office in 1961.

i “Big deal. If they gave you
i a contribution for good gov-
! ernment, let’s give 'em good
- government,” Gervais said he
told Garrison. -
But, according to Gervais,
" Garrison replied: “No, there
will be another camp?ign.”

It was after that conversation,
the witness continued, the DA!
introduced him to Callery.

.He said they ‘met at Dan’s
.Chinese Restaurant on Bourbon
:Street where it was decided $50
|daily, to be paid monthly and
'later semimonthly, would be the
:amount to be given Garrison
“strangely enough so that he
would do nothing” against the
pinball industry.

Gervais - said Garrison had
“absolutely no doubt” where the
money, which he delivered per-
sonally to the DA, was coming
from. .

The former investigator
said despite what Loisel had .
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testified to vreviously, he had !

not heen fired from the DA’s

office, but he resigned after a

power dispute with Garrison’s
' then-chief assistant Frank

Klein.

A plaque given Gervais by
Garrison two months after Ger-
vais' departure from the office
was presented as evidence. It
praised Gervais as being the
best investigator a DA could
have.

Gervais further testified to his
role in the secretive tapings
while cooperating with IRS
agents; his duties and collection
and payoff man of pinball bribe
monies and of his visits to Gar-
rison’s home to deliver separate
$1,0600 payments to the DA.

On June 30, 1871, the day of
the arrests, Gervais said he fol-
-owed through with his plans
and left New Orleans for a new
life in Canada, bearing the new
‘identity of Paul Mason. His wife
and two children also used the

ifamily name Mason.

But he said he soon became

: Continued in Sec. 1, Page 4

SMILING TRIUMPHANTLY, Dist. Atty. Jim
Garrison and his wife, Liz, emerge from
federal court Thursday following Garrison’s

~—Photo by A. J. Adoms of Thy Times-Picayune Staff.

acquittal in U.S. District Court of pinball

bribery charges.
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—Pota by Horace J. Patierson of The Times-Picayune Sialf.

MOMENTS AFTER HE was acquitted by'a federal jury of
conspiracy to obstruct law enforcement by parlicipating in
a hribery scheme, Jobn Aruns Callery, one of three defend-
ants in the trial, emerges from the courlho.usc and acce;‘ns
the congralulutions of a bystander. The jury .found him
and the otbers not guilty on its third day of deliberation.
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ing been initiated by Boasberg.}Dr. Gerstman, and c}’iscrgdg,garr(xison ltwreaks fAthc. lt::nw ;t
Wheeler said Callery was :that of Lt. Nash, who ha ibreeds contempt for justice.

,c . - z:,. of izor . [claimed he had never made ais sad but true that he betrayed
n'lerey a so. ce ma mistake in voice identification. ' {a public trust.” T
tion to Gervais and not an ac- | w1y aqdition to whatever son-| Calling the group “an unholy
tive participant in the “Boas- |tence is impesed,” said Garri-ialliance,” Gallinghouse said

pe 1 o
berg agreement,” as the at-./son, “if a mistake is made by that Nims and Callery were

Continued from Sec. I, Page 3
disenchanted with his new life
in Canada and with the treat-
ment he had received from
the U.S. Justice Department
which handled his relocation

arrangements,

He subsequently returned .to
the United States and settled his
family in Brookhaven, Miss.

Much of Gervais’ testimony

- amounted to a bombardment of
allegations and insinuations
against various persons, includ-
ing several attorneys he ac-
cused of trying to bribe him for
tapes he had personally made
concerning the case.

These charges were countered
later from the stand by those

» -against whom Gervais had
*  made the allegations.

After scores of witnesses

...and millions of words of testi-
" mony, the trial began to wind
down Monday as the govern-

‘ment and prosecution deliv-

. - ered a fall day of closing

arguments. *

Gallinghouse described the
cas2 as a giant jigsaw puzzle,
and said the government had

put the pieces together, Gisle-
son recounted testimony that,

- had taken place and toid the
jury the case was a “classic
. conspiracy.”

Ellis drew a- verbal portrait
-of what the prosecution was al-
leging, pointing out crucial testi-
mony and pertinent evidence
against the defendants.

. He outlined Gervais’ role and

torney fermed it.

In his findl statement defend-
ing Nims, .LaCour lashed out
loudly against Soule's testimony
and the fact that the former
captain had returned to the
stand to change his recollection
of the date. he allegedly re-
ceived a bribe
Nims in 1970. -

LaCour said that no evidence
ad been produced to show
Nims was a part of the third, or
Boasberg agreement.

The concluding
came Tuesday as Garrison de-
livered his emotional two-hour,
50-minute closing statement,
decorated with quotes from
Robert Browning, the Declara-
tion of Independence and Alice
in Wonderland. . ‘

The DA, his voice cracking
and his eyes pear tears, at
.one point said over the past
two years he “has had to
bear the knowledge that my
children must have had some
doubts.”

The DA blamed the fedéral
government for bringing about
the conspiracy “without fore-
knowledge™ and charged there
probabiy would never have been
any allegations of a conspiracy
were it not for Gervais, “a man

omes to manipulation of peo-
pte.’ .
He condemned trickery and

those of the other seven whol

deceit and violation of the law.

highlights

very close to genius when it -

were arrested with Garrison,{all of which he said were used
Caliery and Nims. {by the government in bailding
Wheeler, in his closing argu-its case. .

ment on behalf of Callery, con| Garrison praised the opera-
A+ nded his client had no role in! tion of his office from 1952 to
Ale pinball industry by the time! the present, and belittled the
ithe indictment period began oni prosecution’s witnesses
.Oct. 15, 1970, adding there were| against him and his co-defend- ‘
really three separate conspira-| ants.

jcies, the last being within the] He asked the jury to believe!
iindictment time frame and ﬁav—:’the_ opinion of his tape expert,

the jury we must bear the'equally guilty as Garrison. and
sears.” | the evidence in the record
But the final attack prior to!showed all three were partners

:Judge Christenberry’s charge to'in an illegal conspiracy to ob-

the jury was in the hands ofistruct law enforcement.
Gallinghouse, who used his| With the end of final and re-
booming voice dramatically tojbuttal arguments and the

‘proclaim that *““law enforcement:judge’s charge, it was_ in the
‘and justice are not for sale.| jury’s hands in the middle of
payment fromi\\'hen a_public official like Mr.ithe sixth week.

—Pholo by A. J. Adams of The Times.Picavune Stoff.

ROBERT E. NIMS speaks with newsmen outside, the fed-
eral court Thursday after being acquitted, along with Dist.
Atty. Jih Garrison and Jobn Aruns Callery of bribery
charges. Nims still faces sentencing on his conviction last
spring of conspiring to use illegal pinball gambling mz-
chines shipped to New Orleans through interstate com- .

merce. "~ . |



