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rriiiiii7olice—ii7clbse rriiii-d-
chief investigator for Garrison, gave 
the U.S. District Court jury a step-by-

;step account of . how government 
!!agents wired him for sound and sent 
him with marked money to make brib-1  

!ery payoffs to Garrison and former t 
Police Capt. Frederick A. Soule Sr.,1 
who has pleaded guilty in the case. ._ 

I The former goverment spy also testi-1 
,field tape recordings of his converse-
t lions with various defendants are "ex 
"tactly the same" as his conversational 
with Garrison and others. 

I 

x
„. Under cross-examination by Garri1 
oon, Gervais admitted he owes the fedl 
feral government $8,000 in back income 
;taxes and said the government hai; 
'never asked him to make a payment  
ton that-debt. 

That admission came during lengthy 
;questioning by the DA, who took over 
tt  the cross-examination after V i r g i 
Sheeler,  who represents Callery, que 
Toned Gervais at length. 

Gervais-told Garrison he file 
*intended inceme tax returns but sal 

tie government has never charged • 
I  ith any crime in connection with 
'tax problems.  

He testified he has been granted im 
Imtinity from prosecution on charge 
y est mming from his testimony in the) 
-current trial, with the exception he % 
could be prosecuted for perjury or con 

i
t

"Do you feel it is unlikely you wild
empt 

be prosecuted by the federal govern-4 
ment for anthing?” Garrison asked. 

"I do not expect to be prosecuted,' 
Gervais replied. 	/ 	. 	. 

F Under questioning by Wheeler;  Ge 
.yais admitted being fired from th 
'New Orleans Police Department an 
said the firing was for three reasons' 

'• one of which he could not remember. 
"One was that I was in New Yor 

with a woman who I was not martial 
to," Gervais said. 	-. 

i; He said another reason was that he 
!was engaged, in a business without the' 

Le...:.:...::.... ,....:  Turn to A-6 Columej 
Yesterday's testimony on D-19. 

The government continued. 
. questioning its star witness, 

Pershing 0. Gervais, today 
getting him to track minute 
details of his alleged payoffs 
to Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison 
and others accused in the pin-
ball bribery trial. 
The courtroom was filled to 

capacity this morning when 
Gervais entered the room to 
continue testimony he began 
yesterday. 
Gervais carried with him an 

attache case and sauntered to 
the witness stand. 

Asst. U.S. Atty. Mike Ellis 
asked Gervais to recount his 

meetings with liarby Marks 
and with Garrison after 
March, 1971. 

GERVAIS SAM he did not 
know Marks until Louis M. 
Boasberg, president of New 
Orleans Novelty Co. and a 
codefendant in the case who 
has entered a plea of guilty, 
introduced him. 

"Boasberg identified him as 
a trusted employe," Gervais 
said. 

He told Ellis that Marks 
"was set up to deliver money 
to me which I would give to. 
Soule and to Garrison."p .Ger-
vais said Marks first deliv-
ered $2,000 to him, "$1,000 for 
Soule and Frey anci•$1,000 for 
Garrison," In early March of 
1971. 

The delivery took place in 
Gervais' room in the Fontai-
nebleau Motor Hotel at Tulane 
and Carrollton avenues, Ger-
vais said. 

The government. informer 
said his meetings with Marks 
were tape recorded and Inter-
nal Revenue Service agents 
were in an adjoining room. 
Gervais said that when Marks 
turned over the money in a 

- .brown envelope, "I counted it 
in his presence and audibly so 
it could be picked. up by. the ape  

"7,,,GERVAIS TOLII Elll3: hei 
yitted -ovii*: the Money and 

listened.  to the government 
*lie Immediately after Marks 
:left the room. 
r Ellis asked Gervais if the 
!recording was identical to the '! 
-.Conversation which took place 
ttietween Marks and him. 

It was exactly the same 
;.. . . as I could humanly deter. 
mine." Gervais said. • 

!:.• Gervais told Ellis the gov-
ernment 

 
 then gave him $1,000: 

4•Irt marked money and pre-" 
mared him to record a conver-; 
,elation with Capt. Frederick • 
!:Soule, then commander of the 
!Nice Squad. 
;1 Gervais said Soule came up! 
4 his room shortly. after!. 
1.!larks, and this meeting also. 
Was monitored and recorded. ,  
lie said after the money was! 
exchanged, he listened to the 
government tape immediateiy 
afterwards, "and it was ex-., 
sctly the same." 

GERVAIS  SAID some 
change was made in prepar- 

ing 	Meet Garr's& aft 
his residence. 

H.: told Ellis that previously; 
he had carried a small micro4 
phone in' his left coat pocket-1 
bu: it was causing . a lot of 
noise. 

Gervais said IRS agents, 
rigged him up so the receiver 
was placed under his arm for' 

;.Isis meetifilit with 941114911%...,441  

7 - •Gerialralid he Wan'illial 
• $1.000 in marked money be-, 

fere meeting Garrison, and he , 
v t..- searched by IRS agents 
before leaving his room at the i 

• Fontainebleau. 
He said he drove to the i  

Garrison residence at 46001 
Owens Blvd., in his own cast 
win IRS agent Arlie Puckett, 
in the trunk of the car with a 
recording unit and a receiving: . 

• Unit.• 	 j 
Gervais said he parked di-, 

rectly in front of the DA's' 
residence and entered through' 
the side door,. 

He said he gave the $1,000 
to Garrison. 

ELLIS ASKED Gervais if 
the name, Charles P. Cable,. 
came up in this meeting with 

. Garrison. "It . Was a name 
that Garrison asked me about: 
repeatedly," said Gervais. 	I 

G e r v a Is said Garrison 
' "wanted me to check him out,.. 

to see if we could place him 
at a certain• time in the Fon-
tainebleau Hotel." 

Ellis pulled out a piece o, 
note gaper and Gervais said it 
was in his own handwriting 
and it contained the name of 

' Charles P. Cable and the 
• dates Nov. 18-23. 	. . 

Gervais said the note was 
• one item he turned over to, 

IRS agents after his meeting ' 
with Garrison. . 

Gervais said that after de-i;  
livering the money to G'arri-' 
son he drove to City Park,' 
where agent Puckett got out I 
of the trunk and removed his .1 
recording equipment.  

Gervais said his car was' 
' searched and he was again-

personally searched when he ; 
returned with agents to the 
Fontainebleau. 

ELLIS ASKED him if he lis-
tened to the taped recordings 
of his meeting with Garrison... 
Gerv'ais said he listened to the 
tape immediately afterwards, I 

1. "an., it was excellent. It weal 

exactly the same, conversa-
tion." 

Ellis asked Gervais if he 
had listened to the tape re-
cently, and he said he had. 
"Is it exactly the same con-
versation " Ellis asked. 

Gervais replied, "It is." 
Ellis asked Gervais if he, at 

any time of the year, Pos-
sessed the tape recording. 

"No sir,. never, not at any 
moment," Gervais said. 

Gervais then told Ellis that 
he met Marks a second time 
in May of 1971 to receive an-
other $2,000. 

He said agents followed the 
same procedure they used ht  

the initial meeting, giving him 
marked money and recording 
and monitoring the converse- . 
tion. He said his later meeting 
with Soule, where . he gave 
him another. $1,000 was. also 
taped, following the same pro 
cedures. • 

Gervais also told of a sec-
ond alleged payoff made to 
Garrison at the Fontainebleau 
Hotel. 

lie said Garrison's chief in-
vestigator, Louis Ivon, told 
him the DA had taken a room 
in the motel side of the .Fon-
tainebleau. 

Gervais said IRS agents had 
him under surveillance as be 
entered Garrison's room 'at' 
the Fontainebleau. 

Q. Did you hand the money 
to him ? Ellis asked. 

A. I did. 
He said Puckett followed 

him back to his own room aft-
er he delivered the money 
and 'there he was searched 
and they listened to the taped 
conversations. 

He said that conversation on 
tape is the same now as was 
spoken that day in the room. 

GERVAIS THEN testified 
he recovered some marked 
bills he had delivered to Gar- 
rison He Said he lesorrefte  

that 	

Gar- 
rison, 
	an 	4 inves- 

tigator forlarrison, had paid 
ra bill ..at the hotel with rbig 
bills" and "it occurred' to me 
that the marked money might 
be among those bills.". 

Gervais said be contacted 
the hotel manager and told 
the manager he needed to 
cash a check. The manager 
arranged for the cashier to 
cash the check, he said, and 
be then recovered some of the 
marked money. 

Ellis asked, "After that 
date, did you again receive 
money, lor delivery to Garrii 
son?" 

A. Yes, for Marks. 
Q. How -much? 
A. $2,000-. • 	„- 

. Gervais then Identified mcni--- 
ey be said was brought to him 
by Marks. The money that 
was delivered, he said, was 
substituted with bills from a 
government fund and they 
were treated with a fluores-
cent powder and marked. - 

Q. The same day- Marks 
brought you money, did You 

Drought you money, did yet 
have a phone eonversation4 
with Garrison? 

A. Yes. 
He said Garrison called him; 

at the Fontainebleau to  ex- 
plain that he was going to re-.; 
hire Frank Klein and for that 
not to upset Gervais. 

Gervais said during that! 
shOne .VIIIBMItalina. he Atli 

• 



• 
frantalraerairlriso IR 
'.tight at his home. The gov-
i  erninent claims this was the' 
!night of June 29, 1971, then 
',night before Garrison was ari 
(rested. 	- - .- 	• 	1 
1 Gervais said IRS agents 
.again equipped him with a 
i5edy transmitter, gave him 
l$1,000 in marked money and 
:searched hini before he went) 
:to Garrison's home. 	. 
tr Gervais said he drove tOi

A  
i

Garrison's residence in a sta-
tion wagon and 

 downstairs study. "I gave 
d met the DA ini 

iiiim the envelope and he put 
it in his top desk drawer andi 

clocked it," said Gervais. 

c
That envelope, he added, 

ontained the $1,000. . 
----- Returning .to the Fontaine-

ibleau . Motor Hotel, the tape 
recording was played and it 4 
accurately reflected the con-

ryersation in Garrison's home, 
'rGervais said. 

Gervais said he listened to: 
that tape again recently a 

i

that it has not been changed. 
Gervais also testified that-

he gave ..$1,000 of the $2,0004 
that Marks had given him to 

?Soule. He said he told Soule 
r'a preconceived story" in or 
fder to bring Soule and Polic E 
:Sgt. Robert Frey for a mee 
mg on the morning of J 
0, 1971. 

i
r, Frey was to get a portion o ,
that 31,000, Gervais said, and 
he urged that they meet that' 

"morning so Soule would give, 
klini the money and the mon-. 
ey would be in Frey's posses-,  
ion when he was arrested by 

federal agents. 
i In reference to the $4,000, 
tGervais said he gave to Gar-. 
Oison in 1971, Ellis asked him,I 

Was it for the same purpose 
that for which you deliv-i 

ed money from the yearsi 
962 to 1970?" 1 

i A. " It was.'.' 
-  

,- Q. Was the purpose of it to 
iprr act pinball gambling:LI  

Gervais then told the court 
he left New Orleans on the 
morning of June 30, 1971, for 
Canada, where he was to live 
under an agreement worked 
out by the government. About 
two months after he arrived 
in Canada,: he returned to 
New Orleans "furious, disen-
chanted and disappointed." 
."The moment I left New 

Orleans not a thing worked 
right. This is built up in me. 
My family was very unhappy 
and I came back." 

Gervais said he talked to 
John Wall, then head of the 
Organized Crime Strike Force  

'in • New Orleans, and IRS 
agents and they indicated 
they would try to improve the 
situation. — 

About six or seven months 
later, however, he decided to 
return to New Orleans perma-
nently, he said. He said at 
this point he telephoned Garri-
son and tried to make peace. 
He said be .then came back 
and Garrison assured him 
there would be no problem. 

He said that he moved front 
Canada to Pass .Christian, 
Miss., and then moved from 
Pass Christian to Brookhaven,. 
Miss., last December. 	- 

It was at this point in the 
testimony that he refuted alle-
gations that he once made 
that the government Coerced 
bins into being an undercover 
agent. • 	. 	: 

He said he made those 
statements in television inter-
views because he thought it 
was "the prudent thing to say 
if I came back to New Or-
leans" but he said those state-
ments were "absolutely 
false." 

The first defense attorney to 
cross-examine Gervais was 
Virgil Wheeler, representing 
John Arms Callery. 	- 

Q. Are you still under oath? 
'IA; Of cotirs: 

.712.-Yesterday antitcdaYr.---- 

. -A., Yes. • 
Q. You related your historr. 

of being on the New Orleans 
Police Department—and that 
you were finally fired. • 

A. Yes. 	. 	- • 	• •- you fere finally fired. 
A. There were three rea-

sons, only two of which I 
clearly remember. One was 
that I was in New York with 
a woman who. I- was not mar-
ried to. Thesecend.3vas that I 

:was' =gaged.- In a :business. 
.without thcpermission of the 
superintendent of police. 
_Q. V,fera. you • in New York 
With a woman to whom you 
mgrs./2ot marred?- - 0. 	- 

WIVaslier: name Martha. 
Kaiser? 

A. She was one of the peo-
ple. 

Q. What was the third rea-
son for your being fired? 

A, I don't remember exact-
1v.  

Q. Could the reason have 
been that you went to Newt 
York to convert diamonds to 
cash? 

A. (Laughing) No, sir„abso-i 
luteiy not. 

Q. Do you recall if, at thel 
time you were dismissed, 
there was a big police investi-
gation going on? 

A. Yes. Many policemeni 
.szere trombie,..  

1 

ments delivered to you? 
A. In most instances at the 

ASEG Restaurant at Canal and, 
Broad. 	. 	A 

Q. Prior to Mr. Callery's 
coming on the scene, had yout 
ever received any paymentst 
of bribe money for protecti 
of the p' .ball industry? 	;1  

A. Not One cent_  
Q. You are certain? 
A. Absolutely certain. 

• Q. After you left the DA's 
office in 1965 where did you 
receive the bribe payments? 

A. At the Fontainebleau. 
Q. After you left the DA's 

-office, did you and Capt. 
Soule have other illegal trans-
actions? 
• A. We did. 
Q. Who approached whom? 
A. My attitude is, he ap-

proached me. We were having 
a conversation and our ar-
rangement grew out of it. 

Q. What was your arrange- 
ment with. 	Were you 
protecting andbooks and lot-. 
teries? 

A. Handbooks, lotteries; yes. 
Q. Dice games, card games, 

massage parlors? 
A. No. Not those. A steam' 

bath place. A friend of Mr. 

S°411.es  During 1966, '67,19; '69 
and '70, did this relationship! 

'continue between you and Mr 
Soule?  

A. Yes. 
• Q. Did " •- 	you -ever discuss 
With Mr. Soule the fact that 
you received money from the 
pinball industry? 

A. Soule approached me and 
said that we had a mutual.  
frieid in the pinball business.' 
After some talk, we •later 
identified that party as being 
Mr. Callery. This made us 
pals, so to speak. Soule told 
me- that certain people were 
approaching him over and 
over. He asked me to handle 
them if he sent them to me.  
and I agreed.  

Q Did Smile 'tell you how 
Much he was getting? 

A. No, sir. No details. 
Q. When did you learn from 

whom and how much? 
A. I think he told me later 

an. He went into .specifics 
when they were trvins to 
e?CM.thepinban industry,-. 

When was that? 
A. After the federal govern-I 

'meat ,raided, the pinball ma- 

Q. What happened then? 
' A. It was a new ball game. 

There was nothing left to pro-
tect. Mr. Callery brought Mr. 
Boasberg to me and we bar 
gained over the terms of pro-
tection for the resurrection of 
the pinball industry. 

Q. Were you later the sub-
rject of an investigation by 
;IRS?,.  

IIC I Was the 'subject of an 
investigation. I called Mr. 
Norban Perry of IRS and 
asked him to meet with me at 
the Fentaineblems.....• 

Q. What did you -dismal? 
A. I asked them if the in-

vestigation of me was corn-
'pleted? I told them I was con-
fident that they would not find 
anything when the investiga-
tion was completed. I offered 
to work with them to get in-
formation about illegal activi 
ties after their investigation of 
me was over. 

Q. Did you tell them at that;  
time that you knew of illegar4  
payoffs? 

A. I did not tell them of an 
details. 

Q. What was your problem: 
with IRS at that time? Did. 
you have income tax prob-'4,  
lems? 

A. They were investigating' 
me. 

16—Q, Was it. a 

Q.,Ifilliariliiiiif The 
that you first met with Nor-
ban Perry? 

A. It was about that time. 
Q. What did Mr. Pe 

want? 
A. He wanted the kind of 

information that IRS agen 
are always interested in—
declared income.  

Q. Let me clarify that Mr1  
Perry was an IRS a 	Diall, 
Mr. Perry tell you that youl 
were under investigation? 	i 

MTRE 	1 
' twfp add end TESTIMONY 1: 
• A. Not at that initial con-
tact. They sought m camera 
tion• 

Q. Did you cooperate? 
A. I remember meeting 

them at the door and saying, 
"You guys have co zne to the 
right place." 

Q. Did you' testify for the 
IRS in subsequent trials? 

A. One time. You represent-
ed the man, Mr. 'Wheeler. It 
was Mr. PaternostrO. 

Q. Did you make a deal 
with IRS that you would not 
.be prosecuted in return 
your cooperation? 

A. Not that I recall. 
Q. Let's go . to the thn 

when you say you began re-
ceiving money from Mr. Cal-
lery. Was that about 19E3? 

A. I would suppose so. 
Q. Tell us about the occa-

sion when you first met with 
Mr. Callery and t person 
who asked you to meet with 
him. 

A. Mr. Garrison told me 
meet with Mr. Callery: Later 
I received periodic payments. 

Q. Where were the pay, 
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a problem, but I cert ' 

	

1y felt secure. 	 "ti 
Q. Did you discuss the allet 

lotions against you with thei. 
IRS agents? 
,.: A. I did not. 

Q. Did you ask for immuni- 

. 

ty from prosecution? 

	

. A. I did not. 	 1 
Q. What happened at the 

!third meeting with Puckett in: ' 

t
the room at the Fontaine- f 
bleati? 

it' A. We worked out an ar-' 
frangement whereby Puckett 
/. was assigned to gather what-
lever intelligence I could fur, 
tnish. The Internal Revenue in-I 
tiestigation of me produced 
*thing. They could find noth-
',Mg, therefore we were ready 
to proceed. 

I;. Q. Did you tell .Puckett any 

details ofpayoffs? 

Q. What kind of agreement 
you reach? 

A. That I would furnish and, 
close payoff information 

roviding my Identtiy would 
t be disclosed: 
Q. Did you agree to furnish 
ormation relative to, pinball 
offs? 

aY  

• 1 

A. I agreed to furnish Intel-
ligence about what I knew., 
about corruption, graft or 
whatever, It was a blanket,  

l

agreement. 
. Q. Following  that third 
meeting, which agents did you.  

Emeet with? 
r A. From then on I met with 
-Puckett. He was my principal 
'contact. 	.. 

-Q. Did you discuss any con-
ditions under which the gov-
ernment would relocate you 
and your family? 

A. Not initially, but after I 
eed to tape. 

Q. Did you make any tapes 
or to November of 1970? 

A.. I can't remember, what-
yer V on the affidavit is the 

date we began. 
Q. What were the terms of 

your aggreement with the fed-
eral government? 

A. That they would relocate 
me and my family to another 
country, with a whole new 
Identification and a meaning-
ful job and at a salary of 
$22,000 a year. 

Gervais told Wheeler that 
his family met him in Boston, 
and they drove to Montreal 
sad across Canada to Vancou-
ver where be began his new 
job on june 30, 197L 

He described his duties as 
traffic engineer with General 

Motors mid said, "That was 
one of the things which I be-
came disenchanted with." 

Gervais said, "I did not feel 
It was -a meaningful job." 

He said his duties were 
mainly to check that rail cars 
were moving and . this re-
quired about two days of work 

'each week. 
Q. Did you receive monei 

from the government prior to 
Jour moving to VancouverT_J 

A. None. 
Gervais said afterwards the 

government made up the dif-
ference between the 619,000 a 
year which GM paid him and 
the $22,000 which he had de-

.manded. 
Q. When.  did you return to, 

this country? ' • 
A, I can't remember the ex-. 

act date, but It was about 60 
days after I moved. 

Q. Did you have any further 
conversation with Mr. Moore' 
ar Mr. Wall (IRS agents)? 
,A. I did not. 
Wheeler produced an agree-

'meet and asked Gervais to 
identify it. Gervais said, "It 
was an agreement 'Welt I in-
sisted upon." He said the pact 
outlined conditions whereby 
he would remain in Vancou- 

. 

document indicating he had 
told IRS agents about a brib-
ery scheme as early as July, 
1969.  
Gerviii said 'he did 'not ref 

call the date he first told the 
IRS about the bribes but het 
led IRS agents information 
about bribes for some time 
before he began 'monitoring 
and recording conversations. 
• Jim Garrison then began his 
cross-examination of Gervais. 

Q. Do you recall where we 
first met?. 

A. At Jackson Barracks. 
• Q. Do you recall when? 
A. It would have been prior 

to World War IL 
Q. Perhaps early 1941? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Before we both began 

wearing glasses? 
- A. Yes. . 
- Q. Do you remember where 
we went from Jackson Bar- 
racks? 	. 

A. I recall' we went to Camp 
Shelby. Miss. 	.. 	• - 

Q. What outfit were we in? 
'A. The Washington Artillery 

of the Louisiana National 

Q.•Vihat kind of a retitle:a-
ship would you say we bad In 
those years?. 

A. As related to what? -r  
Q. You recently described 

our relationship as being 'ac-
quaintances.' Would you say 
that when we were in the 
Army we were good friends? 

A. My good friend was 
Charlie Weiss. You were a 
friend. We did not socialize. 

Garrison tried to ask fur-
ther . questions .about their 
Army life but Judge Christen-
berry upheld objections from 
the prosecution that it was ir-
revelant.: 

Q. Later, after I became 
DA., did you become my chief 
Investigator. 

A. Yes. 
Q. Do you remember when 

some people in the city were 
accusing you of having taken 
a bribe in the Beilosh case? 
. A. Yes I do. 

' Q.-Do you remember what 
my position was? 

A. Yes. You asked me if ? 
took the money. I said I did 
not and you defended me. 

Q. Do you recall the nightly 
raids we made on the clip 
joints in the French Quarter? 

A. Yes. It was my idea, as I 
redali. 

Q• Well, we'll share the 
credit for it. Do you remem-
ber when I got in trouble with 
the judges whom I accused of 
interfering with our investiga-
tion? 

A. Yes.  

frnririllaireThinql 
:Very sensitive about that and.; 
I don't want to go into it. 
, At this point, Judge Chrla-
Ienberry .ordered Garrison MI  
'move to other areas of ques- 
1: boning. 	 • 

Q. Do you recall the seafo 
party at Jaeger's given fd 
you after you left the live 
office where I presented Yew 
with a plaque? 

A Yes, I do. 

you that plaque? 
A. Frankly, no. 
Q. In the four or five yeat'al 

after 1965 when you left the , 
!'DA's office, isn't it true wel 
;saw very 'little of each other? , 

: ;- A. Very little. 
Q. Did I ever visit your res-.1 

'donee? 
A. No, you never did. . 
Q. Did I ever visit you at 

• the Fontainebleau? 
A. I have no recollection,c1 

tit:  
Q. Did you visit my house 

frequently? 
A. Not frequently, but :on" 

Ver. 	• 	 • 
Wheeler noted that one eon. 

dition of the agreement was 
,that Gervais would not re-en-
ter tbe country without specif-
ic clearance from the Justice 
Department. • • 

Q. Was this imposed on 
you? 

A. Of course. 
WhY? 

A. You'll have to ask the 
Justice Department. 

Referring to a government 
letter dated Sept. 28, 1971, in 
which an agreement was 
spelled out that Gervais could 
not re-enter the United States 
without approval of the Jus-

tice Departmeiii7Wre e 1 e r 
asked Gervais if he were not 
concerned 'about "that imposi-
tion?" 

Gervais said he concluded 
that the reason for the provi-
sion was that re-entry into the 
United States had created "a • 
grave problem for the Justice 
Department." 

Gervais said that prior to 
his initial departure from the 
U.S., he and the government 
had an understanding but they 
did not discuss his return to 
the country. 

"It was my. Idea to leave," 
he said. ”Nothing would have 
de lighted the government 
more for me to come back 
and testify." 

Wheeler questioned Gervais 
at length about a goyerunent 

Q. Do you Imovi why I gaZ.temi 
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Pershing 0. Gervais, left, key government witness, and Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison 
pponents 

States-Item! otos b on VI 
attorney-defendant, arrive -for today's session a 	briberycl 


